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TO THE 

REV. A- L- P- aSEBN, D.D. 

No traveling preacher now living waa marE intimate with Bishop 
MoEendrea in the latter part of his life, or endeavored more con- 
stantly and tenderly to render his declining years serene and cheer- 
ful, than yourself; and, as a memorial of your reverential regard 
for bim, as well as the fraternal friendship between yourself and the 
author, during forty years, he respectfully aeks permission to dedi- 
cate to you this second volume of the Life and Times of Bishop 
MoSendree, 
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BISHOP M'KENDREE. 



OHAPIBR I. 

Tennessee Conference in 1823^Bisliops McKendree anl Leorge 
present — Vertigo — MoKendree's purpose to cross the no nta s 
in the winter abandoned— The promise to take him to Ualt in re 
in the spring — Starts in March, 1824 — Conipaniona n tra el — 
DifBoulties on the roate — Crosses the Cmnberiand ^I unta as 
— Wintoti's — Wilkerson'a — Croaaea the Alleghany Mou ta as — 
The night at the hut — Crosses the Yadkin in a canoe — W Ikes 
bora — Salem — Guilford Battie-gronnd — The effect of that bat- 
tle in 1791 — Person oounty — Crosses Eoanoke River — At Tay- 
lor's — Boydtown — Adams's — Crossing Meherrin Biver — Calls 
on the famiiiea of his friends on his roate— E. C- Boothe's — In 
Petecaburg, Virginia — Richmond — Alexandria — Georgetown — 
At Jndge McLean's — McKinnej's — Mr. Calhonn's letter— Dr, 
Basoom Chaplain to Congress — In Baltimore— ff- Wilkins — 
Dr. Samuel Baker — Impreasion made by the tour. 

On the 26th of Kovcmber, 1823, the Tennessee 

Annual Conference began its session in Hnntsville, 

Alabama. Bishops McKendi-ee and George at- 

YOL. II. C17} 
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tended. The health of the former was very infirm 
from a complication of chronic diseases, and his 
strength was nearly exhausted from travel and ex- 
posure, having recently attended the Missouri and 
Kentucky Conferences; yet he would undertake to 
preside when invited to do so. On one occasion, 
and during the pendency of some rather perplex- 
ing business, he hecame a little excited and con- 
fused from vertigo. It was the first, and, indeed, 
the only time, the writer ever saw him so in the 
chair. His old and faithful friend, Thomas Logan 
Douglass, observed hia emharrassment, and mod- 
estly assisted to relieve him upon the question of 
order under consideration. After the session of 
the day had closed, the same friend visited him 
privately, and told him ho had noticed ho was suf- 
fering from vertigo; and when he should find him- 
self in that condition, ho ought not to consent to 
take the chair. The Bishop took the suggestion 
very kindly, thanked him, hut seemed dejected at 
the apprehension of becoming useless in the Church. 
"What old and laborious minister, who has come to 
the "sear and yellow leaf of life," cannot sympa- 
thize with him in these feelings? 

After the close of the Conference, Brother Doug- 
lass and the writer waited upon the Bishop to ascer- 
tain his contemplated movements before the ensuing 
General Conference. He replied that he must be 
in Baltimore by the 1st of May, and that to he cer- 
tain of it, he must start forthwith to cross the moun- 
tains. "We reminded him it was then about the 1st 
of December, the roads were already bad, the 
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weather cold, and the distance so great that, be- 
fore he couM make it, he would be caught in the 
anow-etorma of the mountaina, and be compelled 
to take refuge in some cabin, where he would find 
himself without aeijuaintancea or comforts; that, 
in view of his feeble health, we could not consent 
to see him start on such a journey, especially with- 
out a traveling companion. We therefore advised 
him to remain with us until the spring should open, 
and promised that if he would do so, we — being del- 
egates to the Q-eneral Conference — would go with 
him to Baltimore. After hesitating awhile, he 
yielded to our remonstrances, with the proviso we 
should start whenever he should rec^uire, and travel 
at such stages as he could bear. 

The winter of 1823-4 he spent in Middle Ten- 
nessee, alternating between his brother James's, in 
Sumner county, Nashville, and his brother-in-law, 
Nathanaei Moore's, near Columbia, preaching when- 
ever he could, meeting the classes occasionally, and 
corresponding with old friends. 

Early in March, 1824, notice was given us that 
we must be ready to comply with our promise in a 
few days, as he would start on his journey to Bal- 
timore. The winter had been a very cold and wet 
one; the spring opened slowly, and the roads were 
horribly muddy. We found him quite feeble, and 
scarcely able to sit up. But go he must, and start 
he would. For a week or two during the past 
winter, the writer had been engaged, at his dicta- 
tion, in preparing an address to the General Con- 
ference, explaining his views as to the crmstitution- 
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ality and expediency of the questions which had 
agitated the General Conference, and vindicating 
hia own course in the premises. He also dictated 
a valedictory address to the Conference, both of 
which documents were to be presented if, by any 
means, he should be prevented from attending it. 
During the process of composing these addresses, 
hie accustomed caution and line taste in the selec- 
tion of the simplest and most expressive words, 
were very strikingly exhibited. These documents 
constituted our recreation, whenever a leisure hour 
occurred, throughout that whole tour, from the 10th 
of March to the lat of May. They were transcribed, 
or rather written almost anew, about three times, 
amended, revised, and corrected with the greatest 
possible care. Every word was weighed, every 
sentence criticised to a degree which gave a new 
apprehension of the labor of composing. 

Our company consisted of the Bishop, in his 
barouche, drawn by two small but excellent liorses; 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglass, on horseback — neither of 
them weighing less than two hundred pounds — 
their faithfal servant Aaron, leading a pack-horse, 
and the writer, on horseback, Somedmes he would 
ride my horse a little, especially when the road be- 
came difficult, or endangered an upset; but usually, 
he kept his seat in the carriage while I drove. 

"We passed up the Cumberland River, spend- 
ing a night with his old co-laborer and friend, 
the father-in-law of Brother Douglass, the Rev. 
John McGee; thence recrossing the river at the 
mouth of Caney Fork, we struck out along a very 
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rugged road — the old trail of the emigrants to the 
western country — for the Cumberland Mountains. 
We found the roads exceedingly broken and rough. 
To add to our troubles, torrents of rain poured 
upon us. The unbridged streams were swollen bo 
as to endanger our safety; and houses were few, 
and comforts scanty. Our stages were short — some- 
times we were compelled to halt and tie up for a 
day. Occasionally the Bishop was so wearied and 
painful, he would get out and lie down to rest on 
the aide of the road. 

Descending the mountain, we crossed the beau- 
tiful Clinch River; spent a delightful Sabbath at 
Kingston; preached to large congregations; visited 
some of the Bishop's old friends, the Wiutons and 
others; proceeded through Knoxvilfe to Strawberry 
Plains, resting a day and night with Lis valued for- 
mer fellow-laborer, the Rev, Thomas Wilkerson,* 

* Thomas Wilkerson was received on trial in 1793, After 
traveling ten yeaia in the Virginia Conferenee, he located, and 
removed to the West, Here he resumed his labors, and was very 
useful late in life. He married an excellent lady, and their 
house was a delightful resting-place for the travel-worn and 
weary old Bishop. Mr. Wilkerson had traveled extensively in 
the West as well aa ia the East, and was universally esteemed 
for his talents and piety. His simplicity of manners, his di^ 
nity, amiability, and remarkably good sense, gave him great in- 
fluence among all classes, and particularly among the most 
intelligent. After his readmissioa into the itinerancy, his name 
continued upon the Minutes down to 1850. I have often thought 
that, in. his inteilectual, moral, and social characteristics, he strik- 
ingly resembled Bishop Roberta. Bishop McKondree had known 
him many years, and loved him highly, regarding him as sin- 
gularly prudent and reliable in every thing. 
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of precious memory, and near Jonesboro encoun- 
tered the Alleghany Mountains. Our tour across 
this mountain was, if possible, more disagreeable 
than over the Cumberland; but at last it was ac- 
complished; and, just at nightfall, near the foot 
of the mountain, we found quarters at a miser- 
able little hut. It was our only chance. It was 
getting dark; no other house for several miles, 
and the Bishop was sick and in great pain. In- 
deed, ho was almost utterly exhausted, "We carried 
him into the house, and laid him half dead upon a 
miserable bed, in a dirty room, which served as a 
parlor, bed-room, dimng-rooin, and kitchen. After 
supper, of which none of our company partook but 
the Bishop's driver and our colored companion, 
there is a distinct recollection that somebody — not 
the colored man — fed, washed off, and plentifully 
greased the legs of three jaded horses. Then re- 
turning to the hut, through a drenching rain, he 
found that he must share with the Bishop a very 
narrow bed, or seek sleep upon his blanket on the 
floor. 

Next morning was the blessed Sunday! It had 
rained all night, and every little mountain brook 
now brawled and foamed as it dashed headlong 
toward the valley. Sow, what was to be done ? To 
stay there, even on Sunday, was out of the question, 
unless it was sinful not to do so. The Bishop had 
neither eaten nor slept — he was feverish, nervous, 
and profoundly silent, lying on his wretched bed, 
with closed eyes. Bi-other Douglass and the writer 
hold a consultation. We learned that the Yadkin 
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River was nine miles ahead: it was a fearful moun- 
tain torrent when swelled hy rain — if not crossed 
immediately, it wonld detain ns several days, as 
there was no ferry-boat; and finally, that there was 
no white man's house this side the river where we 
could stay. We agreed it was necessary to go at 
once, and, after every thing was ready, the Bishop 
was aroused and politely asked to take his seat in 
the carriage. He remonstrated, but, as we could 
not stay, he submitted, and we hurried off. 

On arriving at the Yadkin, it was found to he 
unfordable, and rapidly rising, with every prospect 
of overflowing its banks before night. We soon 
ascertained, from a group of negroes assembled to 
see the river, that the ferry-boat had been carried 
off by the flood, that there was no lodging-place for 
us on this side, and that wo must cross soon or re- 
trace our steps to our late miserable stopping-place. 
"There!" said the Bishop, "what have you gained 
ill breaking the Sabbath?" We rephed, that it 
was a work of mercy to get him to a place where 
he could eat and rest; and besides, we were going 
to Wilkesboro, to have preaching at night. We 
made a bed for him with the cushions of the car- 
riage and our blankets, under the shade, and he was 
soon fast asleep. But how to cross the river was 
the question. Ascertaining that there was a large 
canoe, dug out of the body of a huge tree, lying a 
mile or two above, we presently got it floated down, 
and quickly carried all the baggage and equipments 
across, with Mrs. Douglass to keep "watch and 
ward" over them. Then the horses swam over hy 
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the side of our craft, and finally the carriage was 
placed astride it and carried over. This waa a dif- 
ficult and hazardous affair, but it was quickly and 
safely done, Aa the canoe left the bank and started 
with its bow up the stream, to make the landing on 
the other side, all the carriage- wheels, impelled by 
the force of the rapid current, began to revolve, 
and the spectators, who watched our movements 
with great interest, at once shouted, " Steam-boat ! 
steam-boat!" Thia aroused our sleeping friend, 
and he saw with alarm bis carriage whirling across 
the torrent. He looked around, and horses, bag- 
gage, and friends had all gone. Soon, however, he 
was hailed from the other shore, and informed that 
all was safe. In a short time he was across, and 
moving rapidly. "Wilkesboro was soon reached, 
and delightful quarters obtained. The Bishop had a 
clean and comfortable bed, enjoyed a sweet, sound 
night's sleep, and next morning was ready to re- 
sume his wearisome journey. He and Mr. Doug- 
lass were both now in the bounds of their former 
field of labor, and many old acquaintances greeted 
them with a hearty welcome. The latter preached 
at night to a large audience. It was one of his beat 
sermons — clear, evangelical, eloquent, and power- 
fully impressive. The Church was edified, and peu- 
" itents came forward for prayer. 

The Bishop and his party left "Wilkesboro, Korth 
Carolina, on the 29th of March, and stayed that 
night at the village of Joneavilie, where he found 
an old friend (Parks) likely to die. Of course he 
visited and prayed with him. The next night was 
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spent in Huntsvillc, and on the 31at we came on to 
Salem, the seat of the famous Moravian Female 
School. The town seemed orderly and prosperous, 
and the whole is owned by a German colony. In 
the afternoon we were conducted by the Superin- 
tendent to "the Sisters' House," where were 115 
young ladies, students of the school; thence to the 
church, and heard the grand old German organ ; 
thence to the cemetery, the Potter's Ilonsc, and 
garden— all ueatly and beautifully arranged. There 
were no idlers nor drunkards there. Every thing 
moved like clock-work. 

On the Ist of April we rode from Salem to Men- 
denhail's — another old friend of both the Bishop 
and Mr. Douglass. The next day we passed 
over the old Guilford Court-house battle-ground, 
on which a battle was fought between Lord Corn- 
wallis and General Greene, March 15, 1781. It was 
one of the hardest battles of the Revolution, and 
the loss in killed and wounded was about equal on 
both sides. Lord Cornwallis claimed a victory, of 
which Mr, Fox remarked, when it was reported in 
the British Parliament, "Another such victory -will 
ruin our army in America." Indeed, this battle was 
the turning-point in that struggle, as it frustrated 
the plan of the British commander, diverted his 
course, and induced him to retreat next day, with 
our men in hot pursuit. And then the skill and 
courage of a part of our armj', on that occasion, 
awakened stronger confidence on our side, and re- 
sulted in a more vigorous prosecution of the war; 
80 that seven mouths afterward, (on the 19th of Oc- 
YOL II.— 2. 
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tober, 1781,) Lord Cornwallis surrendered, at York- 
town, the whole army, and peace and independence 
followed. Aa wo rode over this field, the Bishop 
pointed out where the lines were posted during 
the engagement, and some trees which were said 
to have lost their tops by the artillery. Prom his 
familiarity with the topography of the place and 
the incidents of the day, it is more than likely that 
he was in that battle with the Virginia troops ; but 
here, as elsewhere, he became reticent when it was 
attempted to draw him out upon this subject; for, 
although he was not only in the rebel army, but 
was certainly an officer in the battle of Yorktowii, 
yet he always avoided conversation upon war-topics 
with young preachers, and generally even with his 
old comrades and friends. 

"We had now arrived in a section of the country 
where Mr. Douglass and myself were born, and 
where we intended to rest awhile among our re- 
lations; so, leaving my company at Mendenhall's, 
with a promise to meet again and pursue our jour- 
ney together, the writer departed. Passing through 
Greensboro, (where he had the pleasure of meet- 
ing again with the families of Judge Dick and Dr. 
E. P. Williamson,) he went into Person county, and 
spent over a week with his relations there. In 
the meantime the Bishop arrived, and in a few 
days we left, and resumed our way. Soon we 
passed my father's former residence, then my grand- 
father's — places endeared by earliest and fondest 
reminiscences — and on the next day, the 10th of 
April, crossed the Roanoke River, and stayed 
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among the Taylors (Allen, Howell, and Edmund) 
several days. These were Methodists of the old 
and genuine stamp, and old friends of MeKendree 
and Asbury. The Bishop visited Boydtown — suh- 
sequentiy the seat of Randolph Macon College, 
which has lately been transferred to Ashland, to 
prove an honor and a blessing to the State and the 
Church. 

On the 12th of April, we went thirty-five miles, 
to the elegant and hospitable residence of Brother 
Adams. In crossing the Meherrin Kiver, we found 
it very high and rising rapidly, the long bridge 
without banisters, one side considerably lower 
than the other, and a torrent of water rushing over 
more than half of the bridge. The Bishop was 
startled, and thought it hazardous to attempt to 
drive over; but, giving him the reins, I alighted, 
coaxed the frightened horses upon the bridge, and 
wading, led them safely over. In a brief time 
afterward the entire bridge was covered with the 
swollen stream, and, I believe, washed away. 

Aawe proceeded by easy stages through Virginia, 
it was very impressive to hear the Bishop call the 
names and give the history of almost every family 
whose residence we passed. He would frequently 
say, "Robert, I must stop awhile here; I knew the 
old folks, and must look after the children,' ' Some- 
times the interviews were deeply affecting — ^they 
would embrace him, and once or twice an old, gray- 
headed sister would, almost involuntarily, try to 
kisB him. Tears, smiles, and prayers followed, and 
after prayer we would hurry away. 
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In the afternoon of April 13tb, we drove to Rob- 
ert C Boothe'e, and tarried there until next morn- 
ing. It was a fine specimen of a Virginia Methodist 
family, and the Bishop was truly at home. Thence 
wo went to Petersburg, where he was admitted on 
trial, in 1787. Brother Archer's was bis pleasant 
lodging-place, aa it had often been before. The 
stationed preacher, G- W. Charlton, was considered 
a very promising young preacher. On Sunday, at 
eleven o'clock, the Bishop preached to a large au- 
dience of old acquaintances, and their children, 
many of whom ho had baptized in their infancy. 
The sermon over, they crowded around him, fer- 
vently welcoming him back again in his old age 
and feebleness. After Sunday, he proceeded to 
Kichmond, and remained there until the 19th. He 
preached, on Sunday, at Shochoe Hill, one of his 
characteristic sermons, to a very large, attentive, 
and weeping audience. 

From Richmond we passed on to Alexandria, 
staying a night at Brother Ware's, another at Fred- 
ericksburg, and the third at Dumfries. Passing in 
sight of Mount Vernon, the conversation naturally 
turned to General Washington, whom he greatly 
admired and loved. We stopped to lunch at the 
old, forsaken parish church, and, driving out a flock 
of goats, entered it. The usual inscriptions (the 
Ten Commandments, Creed, and Lord's Prayer) 
were over the pulpit, and upon a pew was the name 
of "George Washington," in gilt letters, and next 
to it "Robert Treat Paine." It seemed a pity that 
such a house should bo given to the goats. The 
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residence of Brother IIofFmaii furnished the Bishop 
a kind and comfortable home in Alexandria for 
a day or two. Here I formed the acquaintance of 
that eloqnent and good minister, William Eyland, 
and was deeply impressed with his piety and talents. 

Several days were spent at Brother IFoxhall's, in 
Georgetown, and at the house of Judge McLean, the 
Postmaster-general. Mr. Monroe was then in the 
last term of his presidency, and J. C. Calhoun was 
Secretary of "War, while Thomas L. McKinuey was 
in the Indian Department. Several official letters 
now before the writer, addressed to the Bishop, at- 
test the deep interest felt by these oftcers of the 
General Government in the civilization and Chris- 
tianization of the Indians — one of them, dated 
April 26, informing the Bishop that "an additional 
allowance of $300 had been agreed on in favor of 
the school of Upper Sandusky." Another letter 
from Mr. Calhoun, addressed to Gen. Crowell, 
Agent for the Creek Indians, says, "The President 
takes a deep interest in the aueeoas of every effort 
the object of which is to improve the condition of 
the Indians, and desires that every aid ahoald be fur- 
nished by the Indian Agents in advancing so impor- 
tant an object," etc. While these communications 
evince the estimate placed by the President and 
Mr. Calhoun upon the Indian Missions, they also 
show their high regard for the venerable Bishop to 
whom, in a great degree, they attributed the estab- 
lishment and success of these missions, and through 
whose influence these allowances were made. 

We had the pleasure of seeing our mutual friend, 



HosmoD, Google 



30 LIFE AND TIMES OF 

Dr. Bascom, here. Through Mr. Clay he had heen, 
unexpectedly to himself, elected a Chaplain to Con- 
gress, and, as it was in session, he was here in his 
official character. Unfortunately, his first sermon, 
although eloquent and able, was too long to suit the 
taste of his audience, who preferred short sermons 
and long dinners; so that, while the most intel- 
lectual and pionsly-dispoeed part were delighted 
with his preaching, a good many were disinclined 
to hear him again. On visiting him, he was found 
in hed, suffering from a very painful affection. He 
was, however, devoting every hour which he could 
employ to the study of the Hebrew language, 
under the tuition of an able Hebraist. 

On the 28th of April we reached Baltimore, and 
were domiciled in the family of "William 'Wilkina, 
Esq. It was a delightfnl family. In view of the 
Bishop's need of medical attention, his physician 
and devoted friend, Dr. Samuel Baker, claimed and 
took him to his house. Here I surrendered my 
precious charge, after nearly two months' constant 
intercourse, on a tour of more than a thousand 
miles of slow and toilsome travel. But they were 
months of inestimable value to me. Trom many 
days' conversation with that wise and holy man, I 
learned and enjoyed much. The origin, nature, and 
proper administration of Methodism ; the character 
and labors of its early ministers; the importance of 
adhering closely to all its essentia! peculiarities; the 
duties of its officers, and especially of its pastors, 
and the indispensableness of zeal, holiness, and 
promptness, were topics upon which he delighted to 



HosmoD, Google 



BISHOP M'KS^DBBB. , 31 

dwell. And now, after the lapse of forty-five years, 
I must avow that my sentiments upon these sub- 
jects are etil! McKendreean ; and, I presume, will re- 
main so through the remainder of my life. Most 
devoutly do I thank God for having, in his provi- 
dence, given me the inestimable privilege of so in- 
timate an association with a man so wise and pure. 
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CHAPTER II. 

General Conference of 1824— Moaara. Eeece and Hannah — Com- 
mitteea — Petitions— Bepoft on Episcopacy — Winana on the 
repoi-t and the constitution — " The couatitutional test" — Biah- 
ops' veto — Amendment to the consUtation propoaed by the 
Bishops and others — J. Soule's views — Questjon carried — The 
Buapended resolutions question — LeR as unfinished business — 
Quorum broken — Bishop Eoberfa and Preoboi'n Garrettson — 
Soule and Bedding elected Bishops— Ordained — Sketches — 
Bishop McKendree's address — He is gratified. 

On Saturday, May 1, 1824, the Delegated General 
Conference begati its fourth qnadrennia! session in 
Baltimore, Bishops McKeudree, Roberts, and George 
being present. The number of delegates from each 
Conference was as follows; Prom Kew York, 16; 
Kew England, 14; Genesee, 16; Philadelphia, 18; 
Baltimore, 14; Ohio, 13; Kentucky, 11; Missouri, 
5; Tennessee, 9; Mississippi, 8; South Carolina, 11; 
Virginia, 9; in all, 134. After the usual opening ex- 
ercises. Bishop McKendree in the chair, Thomas L. 
Douglass was made Secretary ^ro iem.; and commit- 
tees on "public worship" and to draw up "rules" 
were appointed, and the Conference adjourned until 
Monday. At the next session, the body organized 
by electing John Emory, Secretary. The Eov. Rich- 
ard Recce, as messenger, and the Rev. John Hannah, 
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hia companion, from the Wesleyan Methodiata of 
England, were then introduced to the General Con- 
ference, and delivered impressive addresses. Com- 
mittees on Episcopacy, boundaries, itinerancy, local 
preachers, the Book Concern, missions, churches 
and parsonages, people of color, revisal, and educa- 
tion, were appointed. A special committee was ap- 
pointed on Canada affairs. Two more days were 
consumed in arranging business and adopting rules, 
To the writer — the youngest member of the body — 
it was an imposing spectacle. Bishop McKendree 
observed the action of the body with great solici- 
tude. In a few days petitions and addresses began 
to pour in, declaring that "the -people were the 
source of legislative authority;" "the power of the 
Bishops to be found nowhere else but in popes;" 
"we have no constitution;" "the restrictive parts 
of the Discipline not binding on succeeding Gen- 
eral Conferences after 1808, nor upon the laity, as 
they were made by a legislative body, without the 
design or authority to adopt a constitution;" "let 
the Church try and expel her own members;" 
" laity to have an equal representation," etc. Several 
remonstrances were made against Presiding Elders 
as needless, and doing "a work of supereroga- 
tion," etc., etc. And among others, on the same 
topic, one asking that "no slave-holder shall be a 
member of the Church." Such were the memorials 
from cities, towns, and country; from quarterly- 
meetings, Sunday-schools, and other. official bodies, 
as well as unofficial petitioners by scores and hun- 
dreds of subscribers. Ten or more of them were 
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from the "West, or South, It was astounding to hear 
each attacks upon the very fundamental principles 
of our economy. Could they find advocates in a 
Methodist General Conference? 

Of course, the reports of the various committees, 
to whom these papers were referred, brought up all 
these topics tor discussion. That upon Episcopacy 
was about the first which was reported ; 

1. Approving the conduct and character of the 



2. Bishop McKendree continue in his present re- 
lation — i. e., without regular work. 

3. That it is necessary to strengthen the Episco- 
pacy by the election of two more Bishops. 

4. The Bishops, if necessary, to lay off Episcopal 
departments. 

Attempts were made to modify each of these 
items of the report, except the second, but the prin- 
cipal opposition was made to the last two, some 
contending we had as many Bishops as was needed. 
The motion to recommend was lost by a vote of 54 
to 60. The fourth item was discussed at consider- 
able length. It was contended that the General 
Conterence had authority to lay ofi' the work in de- 
partments temporarily — some wanted the Bishops' 
work laid off for four years. Wm. Winans said, 
On this question there are three different opinions: 
his own was, the Bishops have the prerogative to 
divide their work for their own convenience and 
the good of the Church; and, as one of the restric- 
tions upon this delegated body is, that "they shall 
not destroy the plan of our itinerant General Super- 
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iiitendency;" aud, inasmuch as the exercise of the 
authority by the delegated body in limiting, and 
thus localizing the Biehope, violates the pian of our 
itinerant General Superintendency, it is, and must 
be, a violation of the constitution of the Church. 
He said it was absurd to deny that we have a 
Church-constitution. By what authority do mem- 
bers occupy their seats here as delegates, or the 
Bishop his chair, but by the constitution ? These 
restrictive articles, adopted by a convention of the 
whole body of ministers in 1808, are as truly a con- 
stitution to the Church, (and to this body,) and for 
the expressed purpose of restricting this delegated 
body, as the Constitution of the TJuited States is to 
this nation. In short, if these articles do not 
cpnstitute a part of the organic law of the Church, 
in all its departments, we have no constitution, 
and this body is lawless. This speech was thrill- 
ing. The report was adopted, leaving it discretion- 
ary' with the Bishops to divide their work tempor- 
arily. 

Friday, May 20th, another question of importance 
came up, called " the constitutional test," the object 
of which was to prevent hasty action, violative of 
the constitution, by giving the Bishops a qualified 
peto, with an ultimate reference of the question to 
the Annual Conferences. It involved constitutional 
questions only. The Bishops, anticipating some 
action of the kind, had agreed to unite, and, if 
desired, present to the Conference the following 
amendment to the sixth Article of the "Limitations 
and Restrictions," adopted by the General Confer- 
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ence in 180S, signed by their own hands, and by 
two others, to wit : 

Sesolved by ike delegates of the Annual Conferences 
in General Conference assembled, That it he recom- 
mended, and is hereby recommended to the several 
Annual Conferences, to adopt the following Article 
as a provision, to be annexed to the sixth Article 
of the Limitations and Eestrictlons, adopted by the 
General Conference in 1808, to wit : ^'■Provided, also,. 
That whenever the Delegated General Conference 
shall pass any rule or rules which, in the judgment 
of the Bishops, or a majority of them, are contrary 
to, or an infringement upon, the above Limitations 
and Restrictions, or any one of them, such rule or 
rules being returned to the Conference within three 
days after their passage, together with the objections 
of the Bishops in writing, the Conference shall re- 
consider such rule or rules; and if, upon reconsidera- 
tion, they shall pass by a majority of two-thirds of'the 
members present, they shall be conaidered as rules, 
and go into immediate effect; but, in case a less 
majority shall differ from the opinion of the Bish- 
ops, and they continiie to sustain their objections, 
the rule or rules objected to shall be laid before the 
Annual Conferences, in which case the decision of 
ali the members of the Annual Conferences present 
when the vote shall be taken, shall be final. In tak- 
ing the vote in all such cases, in the Annual Con- 
ferences, the Secretary shall give a certificate of the 
number of votes taken in the affirmative and neg- 
ative, and such certificates shall be forwarded to the 
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Book Agents in New York, who, with one or more 
of the Bishopa who may be present, shall be a com- 
mittee to eauvasa the votes and certify the result." 

"We recommend the adoption of the above resolu- 
tion. "W*. McKbndrbe, 
Enoch George, 
R. E. Roberts, 
Tnos. L. Douglass, 
Wm. Capers. 

"Whether the subject was brought into Conference 
by the presentation of this document, or by another 
series of resolutions, the writer cannot say ; but the 
discussion of the subject was upon substantially a 
similar, if not an identical, presentation of the ques- 
tion. 

A motion to lay on the table "was lost by 61 
to 65. 

J. Soule said; "The General Conference is not 
the proper judge of the constitutionality of its own 
acts. The course of the last General Conference, 
in the case of the suspended resolutions, shows it 
thought thus. If the General Conference be the 
sole judge in such questions, then there are no 
bounds to its power. The Genera! Conferences 
held and exercised unlimited power until 1812, be- 
cause they met en masse, and not by virtue of their 
election or delegation. This was felt to be a dan- 
gerous state of things, and unfair to the more 
distant portions of the work. And one great, 
controlling motive in introducing the representa- 
tive principle was, to lessen the danger of sudden 
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and violent changes in the fundamental polity of 
the Church, by estahliahing a delegated legislative 
body, under reatrictiohs — thus insuring atabiUty to 
the organic institutions, and equality in representar- 
tion. It matters not by what name these restrict- 
ive rules may be called; the design and effect were 
to take the questions enumerated from under the 
control of the delegated Conference, except in the 
way and manner specified." Ha called it a ecynsii- 
iuiion. 

L. MeCombs and James Smith opposed the res- 
olution at considerable length, and W. Winana re- 
plied in one of the strongest, most analytical, and 
effective speeches ever deiivered on the floor of the 
General Conference. The question was earned by 
a vote of 64 to 58. 

A heavy load was lifted from the heart of the 
senior Bishop. His face put on a subdued smile, 
and he breathed freer. Cut the subject which had 
in some form or other agitated the body since 1808, 
and which had, in 1820, culminated in the adoption 
of certain resolutions, which were subsequently re- 
considered and suspended, and hence were known 
as the "Suspended Resolutions," was yet to come 
up, No questions had so long and so deeply dis- 
turbed the entire Church as those involved in these 
resolutions. Their purpose was to diminish the 
power of the Bishops, by the eleation of the Pre- 
siding Elders, and investing them with the 
sicdionm^ prerogative. In 1820, it was carried as 
a comprorrme, or pmee-measiire — many voting for it 
as such who really disapproved it. But no sooner 
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was this done than the real and baneful tendency 
of the measure began to be perceived, as already 
stated in a preceding chapter; and so general was 
this conviction, that it was suspended until 1824. 
The great and avowed cause of opposition to it waa, 
that it was an infringement on the constitutional 
authority of the Bpiseopaey — who nevertheless 
agreed to submit it to the several Annual Confer- 
ences, and, if they should sanction it, to consider it 
passed. It appeared that Bishop McKendree had 
done this at the Conferences he had attended, and 
probably the other Bishops had done so tooj but 
some Conferences had voted against it and some 
for it, while several had failed or refused to vote on 
it at all. It was evidently against the wish of a 
majority of the members of the Annual Confer- 
ences. A motion was made on the 24th of May, 
declaring the suspended resolutions null and void. 
Almost the entire day was spent in discussing the 
matter, and upon taking the vote, it stood 63 for and 
61 against the motion. But as there was a com- 
plaint that several Conferences had not voted, 
whose votes, if in the affirmative, might carry the 
question, there was a disposition among the ma- 
jority to bold the decision in abeyance until these 
Conferences might have another chance to vote, 
and if there then should be a majority in favor of 
these resolutions, they should be considered as 
adopted. To this it was replied, The principle is 
now lost, and the resolutions themselves are not of 
BO much importance. 

On the 28th, Lewis Myers moved "to take up 
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the motion on the subject of the suspended resolu- 
tions." Dr. Capers said there was a division of 
sentiment on these resolutions. "A majority of the 
members of the Annual Conferences, as well as of 
the Conferences themselves, have said they are un- 
constitutionaL There is a, division of sentiment 
among the Episcopacy, and if things are left as 
thoy are, wili not the Bishops be delicately situated? 
Maj'it not produce confusion in the administration? 
For surely they will not give practical effect to the 
measure, after what has transpired-" 

Dr. Winans wished the resolutions to bo consid- 
ered "unfinished business." 

It was finally moved by the writer, and seconded 
by Dr. Capers, that "the suspended resolutions, 
making the Presiding Eiders elective, etc., be con- 
sidered as unfinished business, and they shall not 
be inserted in the new edition of the Discipline nor 
go into operation before the next General Confer- 
In putting the question to vote, (Bishop Roberts 
in the chair,) the quorum was broken twice; but, 
Tinder the remonstrances of the venerable Ereeborn 
Garrettson and the chairman, at last it was carried, 
and the Conference soon after adjourned sine die. 

After the decision that the resolutions so often 
referred to were null and void, the reason for the 
refusal of Joshua Soule to submit to consecration 
being thus removed, it was greatly desired by his 
friends to have him reelected to the Episcopacy ; 
and as two were to be inducted into office, Joshua 
Soule a.nd Elijah Hedding were elected Bishops. 
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And on the 27th, after a sermon bj Eisliop George, 
they were solemnly ordained as Superintendents of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America. These two men were in many 
respects eminently qualified for the high positions 
assigned them, and proved themselves worthy and 
useful shepherds of the Church. t 

"When it was evident that the Conference was ap- 



* Joshua Soule waa a native of Maine— bora in Bristol, Han- 
cock county, 1781. He entered tlie itinevancj in 1798, having 
been oopverted the year previooa. Ha died in NaahviUe, Ten- 
nesBee, Maroh 6, 1867. Ilia long minleterial career waa crowded 
with labor and eventful soonea. He enjoyed the esteem of Bish- 
ops Aabury and McKendree, and deserved it. When shall we 
have his biography? It is to be regretted, that in the very valuar 
ble anduBUallj f^rand liberal "History of the M. B. Church," by 
Dr. Stevens, written since the Bishop's death, the author, in sketch- 
ing his character, could find so little, comparatively, to say about 
him, and of that little, so much that is depreciating. 

Elijah Hedding was born in the county of Dutohoss, New York, 
June 7, 1780; was converted Deoetnber 27, 1798; admitted on 
trial in 1801; elected Bishop in 1824; and died April 9, 1852. 
He had been a faithful and efficient laborer ia the Northern and 
Eastern section of the work, and was highly respected foi" his 
purity of character, his amiability, and his talents. He was a 
large and venei able-looking man, and lived and died with a spot^ 
lass reputation During the General Conference of 1824, the 
writer heard him preach in Light Street Church, Baltimore, on 
"God is love " He illustrated the great truth in the text as ei- 
hibited in creation, providence, and grace. It was clearly and 
fitly spoken, but seemed not tc make a very strong impression. 
In his Episcopal duties he was popular, and much revered for his 
wisdom, piety, and fidelity. His labors were not extended to the 
South-west. Dr. D. W. Clark has ^ven us an excellent biogrft- 
phy of him. 
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proaching its close, the senior Bishop determined 
to carry out his meditated purpose of giving to its 
members a brief address. Mr. John Summei'ficld, 
the renowned and justly popular Anglo-Irish 
preacher, (between whom and the Bishop there 
existed the strongest feelings of attachment,) was 
requested to join the writer and take down the ad- 
dress in short-hand. We accordingly prepared our- 
selves, and recorded every word he uttered as it fell 
from his lips, and, aft«r comparing our notes and 
making out a copy of his address, handed it to 
him. It was a striking and touching scenic pre- 
sentation. There he stood before the assembled 
representatives of the Church, with every one of 
whom he was acquainted, and with some of whom 
he had been a fellow-soldier on many a moral 
battle-field for about forty years — whose thin hairs 
were white as his, and whose bodies, like his, were 
wasted and worn with unceasing toil and care. 
The moment he arose, noise and motion ceased in 
the crowded house. He paused awhile, and then, 
in a low and hesitating voice, began. After saying 
that he would avail himself of the present oppor- 
tunity to state his views upon a subject on which 
some brethren had misunderstood him, the follow- 
ing were his words : 

"At the last General Conference, unexpected cir- 
cumstances led to a development of our situation 
in certain matters, which was of a serious and pain- 
ful nature ; after which difficulties were to rise out of 
this which affected the peace and harmony of the 
Church. Soon after, I understood that brethren 
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supposed me to have said that I considered it my 
right and prerogative to negative the lawa of the 
General Conference, This surpriaed me, for I 
had disavowed this principle above thirty years 
ago, and had never changed my sentiments, but 
have disavowed it at all seasonable opportunities, 
and do still. This I supposed quite sufficient to 
satisfy those who know me; and yet I perceived 
the other day, from the statement of a brother in 
this Conference, that this sentiment still lives, and 
was again attributed to me. If I had at any time, 
in the multiplicity of cares and of business, suf- 
fered any thing to escape me which by possibility 
could bo construed to have this meaning, I should 
still have thought that my disavowal, so frequently' 
made public among you, would have been sufficient 
to guard against such a construction. I therefore 
add, that ia my estimation no construction of this 
kind can be legitimately drawn from any thing I 
may have said. After Conference, I took a course 
in this business which has boon objected to by 
many. I have no hesitation in saying that the act 
was not within the limits of our restricted powers; 
but I was induced to do it from a precedent which 
had been once set by that venerable man, Bishop 
Asbury, who may perhaps be considered as the 
father of the American Connection. Soon after I 
was ordained a Bishop, an objection was made 
against an act of the administration, and the ob- 
jection was on constitutional principles, Asbury 
deplored that our Discipline made no provision for 
adjusting such a controversy, and determined to 
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lay it before the Annual Conferences. The first 
that met waa the Baltimore Conference. After it 
had heon submitted to them, he carried it forward 
to the Philadelphia, ISew York, New England, and 
Genesee Conferences, in each of which it was acted 
on, and the difteulties were adjusted. This was 
the plan on which I acted; unapprehensive of any 
evil tendency, I laid this matter before the Annual 
Conferences. Look now at its tendency. I viewed 
it on constitutional principles, and my reasoninga 
are still in existence. I thought from the first, and 
I do still think, that the Annual Conferences have 
the power of determining the (question; and if 
they had said, 'We think them constitutional,' {i. e., 
the suspended resolutions,) I waa bound to submit. 
However, as they did not, I simply adviaed them to 
recommend it to the General Conference. In all 
this I saw no evil tendency whatever. 

"At the commencement of the present General 
Conference, your Bishops consulted together, to de- 
vise some way to harmonize the brethren and the 
Connection at large. It is true they have had their 
difficulties — and I would ask if any three men 
could unite their views on every subject for eight, 
or even four years. Tet, after all, when they came 
together, they were anxious to agree upon some 
plan which would hai'monize the body. They 
thought they saw a plan open, and they entered in. 
The plan waa to invite the brethren on both sides 
to vote a peace-TTieasure which should meet the 
wishes of all. In order to guard against a re- 
currence of like disagreements, they agreed to 
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recommend to the General Conference a consiilU' 
Uoncd test which shouid for ever settle these things. 
I was pleased with an adjustment which is calcu- 
lated to heal the past by the peace-measure pro- 
posed, and to guard against a recurrence by the 
constitutional test." 

Having concluded this topic, he spoke of the im- 
portance of the present time in the history of our 
Church, the extension of the work, and the in- 
crease in the number of the Conferences; thence 
deduced and maintaiaed the necessity of an ef- 
ficient S up erin tendency, and the importance of 
leading on the thousands of our Israel to inward 
and outward holiness, and of training up the hun- 
dreds of thousands of the rising generation. He 
enlarged on the necessity of united counsels and 
exertions to carry on this great work, and ex- 
pressed his anxiety to see his brethren go hence to 
their work in perfect harmony. He rejoiced to 
know the differeacea of opinion wouSd produce no 
division in the Conference. He said the office of a 
Bishop among us is not an enviable station; that 
in truth it is an accumulation of toil, labor, and 
privation, superadded to the "care of all the 
churches;" and that any one who would desire the 
office of a Bishop "as a good thing," for any other 
motive than to increase the general happiness of 
man and the glory of God thereby, had not 
counted the cost. He briefly adverted to his age 
and infirmities, and the probability that he would 
not live to meet them four years hence. He then 
proceeded to advert to the labor and anxiety they 
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had endured through the long session about to 
close, and congratulated them upon the measures 
adopted, and the degree of harmony and brotherly 
respect wliieh had generally prevailed. He ex- 
horted them to love the Church and each other, to 
avoid strife, to cultivate deep personal piety and aa 
unwavering devotion to the high ends of their holy 
vocation. Finally, after expressing a joyful hope 
of renewing in heaven the friendship and sanctified 
affection begun on earth, he invoked the blessing 
of God upon them all, and in tremulous tones — his 
cheeks moistened with tears — bade them, as he sup- 
posed, a long farewell. The whole audience con- 
tinued awhile in profound silence, interrupted only 
hy partially suppressed emotions. He concluded his 
address with the apostolic benediction, and retired. 
Various other measures were adopted by this 
Conference, which, upon the whole, was one of the 
most important sessions of the body ever held in 
the United States. Bishop McKendree was es- 
pecially gratified. His well-known opinions upon 
several vital issues had been sustained, his course 
fully vindicated, an untrammeled Episcopacy and 
primitive itinerancy perpetuated, and two able 
and trustworthy colleagues had been added to the 
aged but excellent college of Bishops. The Church, 
especially in the South and West, was delighted at 
what was regarded, and has proved to be, virtually 
a peaceable disposal of harassing and dangerous 
attempts at innovations, and the preachers felt re- 
newed confidence in the recuperative energy ai.l 
perpetuity of their beloved Alma Mater. 
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Thus closed the memorable General Conference 



* There are aeveral diBcrepancies between tlie notes made by the 
writer at flie time and Dr. Banga'a valuable History — viz. : He says, 
on page 277 of Vol. III., the election of the two Bishops occurred 
on the 26th, and their consecration on the 27th. My notes, made 
at the time, say the election was on the 28th, and the consecra- 
tion on the 29th, of May. Again, he says Bishop McKendree 
preached the ordination-sermon; my record says Bishop George 
preached it. On the first balloting, Wm. Beauchamp was next 
to Soule, Hedding next, and Emory last. Imory withdrew his 
name on the third balloting, and Hedding waa elected by a small 
majority. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Bishops divide tlio work for four years — Bishop MeKendree 
starts on a tour of threo thousand miles — Jlis letter to Dr. Sar- 
gent — His route ftom Baltimore to the Wyandotte Mission — 
Bishop Soule and family — Jacob Crist — Finlej meets him at 
Columbus, Ohio— Visits and preaches to the Indians — Weary — 
Bear-slcin bed on the ground — Gets to Kentucky Conference at 
Versailles — Attends the Missouri Conference — Beturns to 
Tennessee very feeble — His letter to Bishops Roberts and 
Soule, resigning the aotive duties of the Superintendencj — 
Resumes his travels in the spring of 1825 — B. T, Crouch's 
letter — Mr. Summerfield. 

Immediately after the close of the General Con- 
ference of 1824, the Bishops agreed to a division of 
the work among themselves for the ensuing foar 
yeam, conformably to the views expressed by that 
body. For the first two years Bishops Roberts and 
Soule were to attend the Western and Southern 
Conferences, and Bishops George and Hedding the 
Eastern and Northern, and to exchange their fields 
of labor for the ensuing two years — thus enabling 
each of them to attend every Conference before the 
next General Conference, 

After spending a few days in Baltimore, and at 
the residence of hia long-tried and devoted friend, 
Dr. Henry WiUdns, then living in the vicinity of 
the city, and finding his health and strength a little 
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improved, he resumed hia travels, intending, if 
possible, to visit the Indian missions and the 
North-western and Southern Conferences — a dis-. 
tanco of more than three thousand miles. 

From Sharpsburg, Pennsylvania, he wrote to 
Dr. Thomas Sargent, President of the Philadelphia 
Missionary Society, in reply to a note just received 
from him, and, after several suggestions as to the 
application of missionary funds to the various In- 
dian missions, and especially in aid of New Or- 
leans, he proceeds to say: 

"Our Church-politics is strangely emharraseing. 
The course I took relative to the suspended reso- 
lutions was not to defeat them, .but to bring them 
into operation conformably to the constitution, and 
thereby confirm the ^peace-measure' and harmonize 
the preachers. To this the preachers who prefer 
the old system are willing to submit for the sake of 
peace. On the commencement of the late General 
Conference, the Bishops took the subject into con- 
sideratiou, and unanimously agreed to recommend 
the introduction of the suspended resolutions so 
soon as they should be recommended by those An- 
nual Conferences which had not already authorized 
the change. This the old side — the majority— I 
understand, are willing to do. But this our re- 
formers refused to do. The majority, still desirous 
of an amicable adjustment of difterences, would 
not destroy the resolutions, but perpetuated their 
suspension. This is my view of the matter. 
Hence this change in our government, which was 
dictated by the reformers, is defeated by the re- 
VOL. II, — 3 
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formers. It is said by authority to be relied on, 
that nothing short of investing the Annua! Oonfer- 
enees with authority to constitute the Preeiiiing 
Elders, independently of the Bishops, and to make 
the Presiding Elders thus appointed a committee to 
station the preachers, in which the Bishop shall 
have only the casting vote, will satisfy the Northern 
brethren. This change would, in my estimation, 
effectually ' destroy our itinerant General Superin- 
tendency;' and I am deliberately of the opinion, 
that an effective General Superintendeucy is aa 
necessary to the preservation of our itinerancy and 
the harmony of the Annual Conferences, as is the 
Genera] Conference itself. Both one and the other 
rise out of the division of our work into so many 
Annual Confercaecs, which are equal in power aud 
independent of each other. Could all our preach- 
ers meet in one Annual Conference, the itinerant 
plan might be preserved in America without either 
a General Superintendency or a General Confer- 
ence, as it is in England. I expect to be at the 
Ohio Conference, at Zanesville, in September, when 
I hope to receive a letter from you." 

The following extract from his Diary will show 
the route he took from the General Conference: 

" At the Baltimore Conference, Jacob B. Crist 
was appointed to travel with me. 1 went to the 
Philadelphia Conference, and at its close returned 
to Baltimore. Prom there we went, in company 
with Bishop Sonle and his family, as they were 
moving, to the State of Ohio. On Sabbath we 
both preached at Hagerstown. Thence we went to 
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Sharpsburg and TTniontown, Pennsjlvauia. Bishop 
Soule and family go on, and we stopped. Preached 
at Brownsville, Washington, Wheeling, BarnesTille, 
and Zanesvilie, and spent the Sabbath at New Lan- 
caster. On Monday we reached Columbus, where 
Brother Finley was waiting for me, and the next 
day we set out for the Wyandotte Mission. The 
weather was very hot, and one of my horses having 
been lamed at Lancaster, I had undertaken to go 
on horseback. I suffered considerably, and was 
greatly fatigued, but arrived safely at the mission 
about the 7th of August. Preached to the Indiana 
on Sunday — spent several days visiting the Indian 
families, and rode sixty miles in two days, to XJr- 
bana. I had to lie down and rest, in a house, if we 
could find one ; if not, a bear-skin on the ground 
made a very good bed. When musquitos were 
plenty, we would strike fire, raise a sinoke, and rest 
comfortably. From TJrbana we attended the Ohio 
Conference, at Zanesvilie. Thence we visited 
Springfield, Xenia, Ridge well, Hillsboro, Chil- 
licothe, Lebanon, Dayton, Cincinnati, and Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, on our way to the Kentucky 
Conference, at Versailles, October 11, 1824. Be- 
sides preaching in the towns and societies in the 
country, we attended quarterly-meetings and camp- 
meetings, rendering such semces as we were able." 
It has been already stated that he attended, with 
Bishops Soule and Koberts, the Missouri Conference, 
which succeeded the Kentucky. His route was 
through Louisville, crossing the Ohio, through In- 
diana to Vincennes, through Illinois to Padsfields, 
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attending the Missouri Conference in iN'ovem'ber, 
returning through Southern lOinois into Kentucky, 
visiting Hopkinsville and Enssellvilie, and passing 
into Tennessee. During all this long journey, he 
was so feeble as to need assistance to get in or out of 
the carriage. The roads were very had, the streams 
high — frequently the horses were near swimming, 
and once, in crossing a deep and dangerous stream 
on a cold day, the water came over the backs of 
the horses, and wet the Bishop above his knees. 
His clothes were soon i'roaen, and in this condition 
he had to ride four miles to reach a house. 

The Bishops were greatly delighted at the change 
■which had resulted from the labors of the mission- 
aries among the "Wyandottes, both in the temporal 
and spiritual condition of this people. Their re- 
ligion had consisted of paganism and some of the 
ceremonies of the Roman Catholic Church, They 
were really pagans, although baptized hy the priests 
and claimed by them as Christians. They kept up 
their heathen worship — their feasts, songs, and 
dances; and so strong was their belief in witch- 
craft, that niimbers had been put to death as 
witches, under this belief. Drunkenness, poverty, 
nakedness, and misery abounded. The chase was 
their chief, if not their only resource, for a living. 
But now a large majority had renounced their old 
faith and practices. Many had joined our Church, 
and were strictly attentive to the means of grace. 
The tomahawk and the scalping-knife, the rifle and 
the bow, had been substituted by the ax, the plow, 
and the hoe. The habits of Christian, social, and 
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domestic life prevailed. At the manual-labor mis- 
sion-school a fine farm was in full operation, sup- 
plying abundantly the wants of the mission family 
and school with corn, wheat, oats, rye, flax, and a 
great variety and profusion of vegetables. The 
Indians were imitating this model establishment. 
On the Sabbath both of the Bishops preached to 
a large assembly, through the interpreter. By ap- 
pointment, they met a number of the leaders of 
the Nation— the chiefs and the Moderator of the 
National Council. Bishop McKendree, after ad- 
dressing them, invited them to inform him of their 
views in relation to the mission and the general in- 
terests of the Nation. Menoncu, Punch, Gray Evea, 
Peacock, Between - the - logs, Driver, "Washington, 
and Big Tree replied. They gratefully adverted 
to the change in the creed, mannei's, morals, and 
condition, which had resulted from the mission, 
and earnestly asked that it might be continued. 
"Bishop McKendree," says Bishop Soule, "contin- 
ued visiting from house to house, attended by an 
interpreter," explaining experimental religion and 
enforcing its practical precepts. On the 14tli of 
August they left, impressed and delighted with the 
visit. Bishop Soule, who had never before been 
among the Indians, was especially surprised and 
pleased; and both of them, through the remainder 
of their lives, often adverted to the scene, which 
seemed to linger in their memories like the echo 
of an enchanting song heard "long time ago." It 
awakened a deeper sympathy for "the poor In 
dian." 
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On their route from tibeMisaourito the Tennessee 
Conference, to be held at Columbia, they arrived 
on Kov. 2l8t at the Uev. Nathanael Moore'a, the 
brother-in-law of Bishop MeKendree, and found his 
sister, Mrs. Frances Moore, in a very feeble state of 
health from consumption. Having attended the 
Tennessee Conference and returned to the house of 
his brother-in-law, he yielded to the advice of 
friends and the entreaties of his sisters and rela^ 
tions, not to venture farther during the winter. 
Indeed, his health was very infirm, and the succeed- 
ing Conferences were likely to be so well supplied 
with Episcopal supervision, that it was alike unrea^ 
sonable and unnecessary for him to try to go. 
Bishop Sou!e went on his way to the Miesiasippl 
Conference, and Bishop MeKendree now fully de- 
voted himself to instruct and soothe his dying 
sister. 

Having already alluded to this subject, suffice it 
to say, that after a protracted and terrible scene of 
physical suffering, and occasionally of mental de- 
pression, she became exceedingly happy some weeks 
before her departure, and died while her beloved 
brother was by her bedside soothing and encourag- 
ing her to trust all to Jesus. Her last struggle was 
triumphant; her last word was "ff/on/.'" This 
occurred January 3, 1825. The remainder of the 
■winter of 1824-5 the Bishop continued in Tennes- 
see, visiting among his old acquaintances, and 
preaching as he had ability. Besides his brother-in- 
law's, the Rev. N. Moore's, and his brother's, Dr. 
James McKendree'e, his principal resting-piaeea 
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were Joe. T. Elliston'a and H. U. W. Hill's, Nash- 
ville, and T. L. Douglass's, near Franklin, Ten- 
nessee. 

The excessive fatigue and exposure he had under- 
gone in his late tour, and his consequent debility 
and suffering, deeply impressed him with the con- 
viction of his inability to perform effectively the 
active labors of an itinerant General Superintend- 
ent; and while laboring under the depression pro- 
duced by this conviction, the following letter was 
addressed to Bishops Roberts and Soule, in which 
be proposes to retire from the duties and responsi- 
bilities of the Superintendency, with suggestions as 
to certain important items which he commends to 
their special attention; and although several pre- 
ceding General Conferences had authorized him to 
do so, and notwithstanding this formal announce- 
ment of his purpose, yet so soon as his health and 
strength were a little recruited by rest and kind 
nursing, ho was again on the wing around the Con- 
tinent, striving to build np the Church and save 
souls from death. 

Nashville, Dec. 12, 1824. 
Much- RESPECT ED Brbthhen :— Two considerations 
incline me to retire more effectually from the im- 
portant duties and high responsibilities of the Epis" 
■ copal charge: 

1. My infirmities are such that I can neither bear 
the fatigue of traveling from Conference to Confer- 
ence, nor perform the duties when present. 

2. Tho Episcopal duties can be discharged as well 
without me ; yet I am as much as ever d 



HosmoD, Google 



66 LIFE AND TIMES OE 

wtether present or absent, to render all the aasiafc- 
anee in my power. 

Having made these remarks, suffer me to sug- 
gest a few things for your consideration, which 
have occurred to me as points deserving serious 
attention: 

The importance and utility of our missionary op- 
erations are sufficiently demonstrated by the suc- 
cess with which they have been attended. To 
carry the design into complete effect, much depends, 
as I conceive, upon the Bishops. By them the at- 
tention of the last General Conference was invited 
to the establishment of a mission at Liberia, with 
an eye of thus opening the way for the gospel 
among the native Africans. 

You, doubtless, recollect that the General Con- 
ference approved the design, and authorized the 
Bishops to send out a missionary or missionaries 
immediately; but aa yet nothing has been done. 

Can it be that a suitable man cannot be found 
among all our ministers ? or, is the failure attribu- 
table to us? Dear brethren, let us strive to effect 
this grand object. The Lord will surely smile upon 
the undertaking. 

That some of our missionaries are not sufficiently 
attentive to the instruction of the Indians, is evi- 
dent to some of us. Should we not inquire, not 
only whether they are faithful in preaching and 
meeting tlie elaasos, but also whether they visit them 
with a view to instruct and incite them to agricul- 
ture and housewifery? — a very important part of 
their duty. It is scarcely necessary to caution our 
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mariea against entering into any questions in- 
volving civil politicB. 

Can you not devise some means by which our 
people and Meuds can he more effectually roused 
to the importance of sustaining and enlarging our 
field of missionary operations ? Would it not he 
■well to converse freely with the Presiding Elders on 
the subject, and strive to excite them to use their 
best efforts within their respective limits to raise 
societies and collect funds ? or would it answer bet- 
ter to appoint suitable persons to travel and raise 
funds exclusively for this object? 

One thought more, and I will conclude. What 
has been intimated relative to the laxity of the 
preachers in missionary operations, may apply in 
some degree to the "duties of a preacher," "the 
building of churches," "the doctrine of holiness," 
and conformity to the world. 

Remember, dear brethren, that it is our duty, as 
General Superintendents, "to oversee the spiritual 
and temporal business of the Church," and we are 
holden jointly responsible for the administration. 
Let us, therefore, discharge our duties faithfully; 
then shall we not be ashamed at our approach- 
ing examination, but be able to render up an ac- 
count to the General Conference with joy and not 
with grief. Yours affectionately, 

W. MoEbsdreb. 

During the summer of 1825 he attended several 
quarterly and camp-meetings, and preached to the 
edification of thousands. In the latter pai't of the 
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summer he passed into Kentucky. The following 
letter to the writer from the Rev. B. T. Crouch, 
Sr., shows his habits on such occasions — alas! 
the worthy author, and recently his excellent widow, 
and his noble son and namesake, as well as the 
Bishop, have since all gone to the grave : — 

"In the autumn of 1824, my health being very 
poor, my brethren persuaded me to take a superan- 
nuated relation ; but not being disposed to rest, my 
labors were not abated, and the Presiding Elder of 
the District having to bo absent several weeks on 
business, employed me to attend a whole round of 
his quarterly-meetings in his stead, I think in 
June, 1825, at one of those meetings, Bishop Me- 
Kendree came up, greatly to onr surprise and joy. 
He was on a pastoral tour eastward and northward, 
and hearing of the quarterly-meeting, he came to it, 
intending to avail himself of the Presiding Elder's 
company for several weeks. The absence of the 
proper incumbent of the District, the Eev. Wm. 
Adams, of precious memory, did not change the 
Bishop's purpose. He took me for his traveling 
companion, and favored us with his services at four 
Bueeessive quarterly-meetings. Truly, this was to 
be remembered! During that time I enjoyed the 
constant companionship of a grave and dignified 
man, whose godly example, spiritual wisdom, sanc- 
tified science, and rare piety, filled up my idea of a 
Bishop of apostolical times and ISTow Testament 
type. I traveled with him over bills and valleys, 
labored with him in the pulpit, at the altar, occupied 
the same room, and often shared with him the same 
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bed ; retired with him, when other convenient places 
felled, to the same grove for prayer, and witneseed 
by day and night his sore afflictions of body and 
deep travail of spirit for Zion's peace; and surely 
of patience, meekness, calm submission, forbear- 
ance, and, in a word, every grace, eveiy virtue, ex- 
hibited on a most exalted scale, and amidst extra- 
ordinary afflictions and sufferings, gave evidence 
of a pious mind and a mature Christian : his claim 
to that character was fully vindicated, and his living 
credentials entitled him to the first honors. 

" It is now twenty-nine years since the events trans- 
pired which furnished the matter of this record, and 
the gems of knowledge then received, and the lessons 
of piety and propriety which his example and con- 
versation taught, have never been forgotten. On 
the division of the powers of government and ad- 
ministration-law, as comprised in the ecclesiastical 
polity of Methodism, Bishop McKendree held some 
views which did not accord with the politics of 
some of our expounders of Church-law. He did 
not indorse the doctrine that a snperior offlcer had 
a right to claim the place, or even to take it, except 
for special reasons, and to perform the appropriate 
and law-prescribed duties of an inferior daring the 
term for which the inferior officer is held responsi- 
ble for those duties, and while he is recognized as 
the legal incumbent of the work and place assigned 
him. He did not bold that the presence of a 
Bishop superseded the official relations, and nulli- 
fied the authority, for the time being, of all inferior 
officers, from the Presiding Elder down ; so that a 
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Bishop, because he is present, is ex-offieio, de jure. 
Presiding Elder, and every thing else, even to the 
Omega of the official list. He believed that such a 
policy might become the source of great confusion ; 
that it would defeat the ends of government by 
overleaping the checks and balances ofpowerwhich 
distinguish the several departmonta and proportions 
of Methodist polity. 

"The Bishop was drawn out fully oil this point 
of ecclesiastical discipline by an occurrence which 
brought the subject directly to view. The Presid- 
ing Elder was absent; his proxy was attending a 
scries of quarterly-meetings for him ; but while it 
was competent for the proxy to take the place of his 
principal in the pulpit, in the altar, at the sacra- 
mental-table, and yet, in the absence of the Presid- 
ing Elder, placed the preacher iu charge of the cir- 
cuit in the chair of the Quarterly Conference, and 
therefore the proxy could not preside over that 
body, 

"But there was a Bishop present, and the preacher 
in charge, as well as the proxy, urged that he — 
being a superior officer — should preside in the 
Quarterly Conference. To this, however, the Bishop 
objected; and, in stating his reasons, taught sub- 
stantially this important lesson: a Bishop has the 
right, under law, to displace or remove a Presiding 
Elder, and either to preside in the vacated place 
himself, or to appoint another to do so; and a Pre- 
siding Elder has a right, in common with a Bishop, 
to remove a preacher from his charge in the inter- 
vals of the Annual Conferences, and either in per- 
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eon to perform the duties of tlie vacant charge, or 
to appoint another to the charge ; but no Bishop has 
a right, in the face of law, to usurp the position 
■which, for a definite time, haa been .assigned to an 
under-offieer until that definite time shall have ex- 
pired, or the under-offlcer, for sufficient cause, shall 
have been displaced. He allowed, indeed, that a 
superior officer might accept, as a courtesy, the 
place of an under-officer ; hut that even this should 
not he done where the harmony and safety of Judi- 
cial proceedings might thereby be jeopardized ; as, 
for instance, where such an act might subject an 
officer to the necessity of presiding twice over the 
adjudication of the same case: first, in the court of 
original proceedings; and secondly, in the appel- 
late court.* 

"Being the subject of an inveterate dyspeptic 
habit, he was very particular in his diet. Plain 
corn-bread, or cold wheat loaf, with very little, if 
any, butter; seldom any flesh, choosing a small 
relish of broiled bacon; sometimes a cup of tea, 
but more frequently a glass of milk or cold water, 
completed the good man's richest variety of table 
luxuries. 

"He possessed the happy talent, when in a talk- 
ing mood, of making his conversation interesting 
and instructing. And while his usual themes were 
the doctrines and institutions of the Bible, eccle- 

*l8 it not posailjle that the Bishop's position on this point 
WOB inisanderstood, in part? Certainly it dues aot nceord 
■with his carefully -written address to his colleagues in 1833, 
■which see. 
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siastieal history and polity, and the preaclier'a du- 
ties as teacher and pastor, occasionally he would 
narrate interesting incidents, or discuss natural 
phenomena. • He had traveled much in frontier 
settlcraents; had seen much, and heard more of 
Indian character, and felt the liveliest concern for 
their welfare. Their sagacity and strategy strucls 
him forcibly. I shall not soon forget an anecdote 
h« related, as illustrative of their shrewdness. I do 
not know but it has gone to print before this, nor 
whether he claimed originality for it, but it im- 
pressed and amused me. It ran thus ; 

"A party of Indians, on a hunting expedition, 
had pitched their tents near a white settlement, in 
the backwoods, when one of thero found his tent 
had been robbed of some meat: he started in 
pursuit/ and presently meeting a white man on 
horseback, inquired if he had seen an old low 
white man, with a short gun and a stump-tail dog. 
'Yes,' said the horseman, 'I met just such a man.' 
'He stole my meat,' said the Indian, 'How do 
you know it was a white man stole it? Might not 
an Indian have stolen it?' 'No; when Indian walk, 
he toes turn in; when white man walk, he toes 
turn out. Man stole my moat he toes turn out — 
he white man.' 'How do you know he was an old 
man that stole your meat? May it not have been 
a young man ?' ' No ; he old man. Young man 
active — step long ; old man stiff, he step short. Man 
got my meat step short — he old man.' 'But why 
do you think he was a low man ?' ' Why ? Meat 
not high — he got block to reach my meat ; high 
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man no want block to get my meat — he low man.' 
'And how do you know he had a short gun?' 
''Cause, while ho get my meat, aet he gun on 
ground and lean it against tent-pole log, and make 
mark. I measure it ; it short gun.' ' "W"ell, how on 
earth do you know he had a short-tail dog?' 'Well, 
while man get meat, dog set down out there, look 
at man and shake he tail in snow; make short 
mark — he short-tailed dog.' 

"After relating this amusing incident, the Bishop 
remarked that tJiis and many similar things give 
us some idea how the children of the forest make 
an effort to compensate the lack of the knowl- 
edge of letters." 

Mention has been made, in connection with the 
Bishop's address to the General Conference of 1824, 
of the name of John Summerfield ; and, from the 
correspondence between them, it readily appears 
that, while the Bishop felt a tender and fatherly af- 
fection for this highly-gifted and eloquent young 
minister of Christ, it was reciprocated by a deeply 
reverential and filial affection. A number of letters 
before us attest these facts. Few, if any, of his 
years have so arrested public attention and been so 
much admired and loved as Mr. Summerfield. He 
was born in England, Jan. 31, 1798 ; was carefully 
trained by devoted parents, and enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of a good literary education. His father 
having moved to Ireland in 1813, he was there con- 
verted to God in his seventeenth year, and im- 
mediately began to hold meetings, and to labor for 
the salvation of souls. In 1819, he was admitted 
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on trial in the Irish Conference, Such were hia 
zeal and pulpit eloquence that, notwithstanding hia 
youth, he was chosen to act as missionary through 
the country. Ilis constant labors and devotion to 
his work, in less than three years impaired hia 
health, and, after a short absence in England, 
where he was greatly admired, he emigrated with 
his father and femily, and landed in New York 
in March, 1821. He waa at once admitted on trial 
in the New York Conference, and began a brief 
and brilliant career of ministerial usefulness in this 
country. His first public address was at the An- 
niversary of the American Bible Society, and ex- 
cited the admiration of a large and intelligent 
audience. His unpretending modesty and sim- 
plicity of manner, the catholicity of his spirit, his 
chaste style, and the subdued fervor of hia devo- 
tion, combined with the unbroken flow of an elocu- 
tion resembling a beautiful, transparent river, glid- 
ing equably onward to ita destination, riveted the 
attention and moved the hearte of hia hearers. His 
youthful appearance, and the traces of suffering in 
hia pallid face, added to the efl'ect of his sermona, 
by exciting the apprehension of an early death. 
The sympathetic emotions which usually arise be- 
tween the hearers aad the speaker, were toward 
him of a peculiar character. Always willing and 
ready to preach, or to labor in any way, and any- 
where, for his divine Master's glory, and ever doing 
it so humbly, so modestly, and yet so well, preju- 
dice, rivalry, and pride were abashed under his 
ministry ; and he seemed the ideal of purity, the 
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impersonation of the genius of our loving and holy 
Christianity, 

Mr. Suramerfi eld's labors in the United States 
were abundant — too abundant for the frail and deli- 
cate tabernacle of such a soul. He was in demand 
everywhere — now in New York, then in Philadel- 
phia, and then in Baltimore, Washington City, and 
in the towns and regions adjacent. Ministers, old 
and young, of all denominations, pushed through 
dense crowds, and sat with respect and rapture 
under his sermons, and invited him to their pulpits ; 
aomo pastors of other denominations doing, as did 
Bishop Soule in Baltimore, who, when he and Mr. 
Summerfield had appointments to preach at differ- 
ent churches at the same hour, dismissed his con- 
gregation, and said, " Come, let us go and hoar our 
beloved John," and hastened to sit and weep under 
his ministry. The writer feels it a privilege to have 
been drawn, through the influence of our mutual 
and venerated friend, Bishop McKendree, into close 
association with this godly and guileless man, and 
to have heard him repeatedly for a month in the 
pulpit, and in addresses at Missionary Anniversa- 
ries, and to children in Sunday-schools. Never can 
he forget hearing him for the first time in Balti- 
more, May 9, 1824. He confesses, too, to have had 
a feeling somewhat akin to prejudice, of which he 
soon became ashamed. Everybody was extolling 
Mr. S. in terms of the highest eulogy. Ho could 
but suspect that such popularity must excite the 
vanity, and work to the injury, of the young man, 
and that it was unreasonable to suppose there could 
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"be solid ground for such laudation of any one 
whose mind must be so immature. And yet his 
excellent and intelligent hostess, Mrs. *W"., praised 
him ; Bishop Soule admired and loved him es a son, 
and, I feared, was a little proud of his pet ; and 
even Bishop McKendree spoke of him in his quiet 
way in a manner which showed hia high esteem 
and profound affection. So I resolved to hear 
and see for myself. To do this, I got a ticket for 
the love-feast, to be held in the Caroline Street 
Church, Baltimore, . before preaching, and found 
the building nearly full — quite so, except the gal- 
leries. The whole GenerM Conference seemed 
there — visitors, citizens, strangers — all who could 
get tickets had come, and a vast crowd thronged 
about the church. The love-feast closed, that 
crowd literally rushed in, and in a few minutes 
every foot below and in the double galleries was 
closely occupied, while the aisles, the doors, the 
sidewalk in front, and on each side of the house 
and the street hack to the opposite side, was cov- 
ered with a compact mass, eager to see the preacher, 
or catch a word from his lips. I could hut deeply 
feel the responsibility of his position at the min- 
ute he appeared, but there was no chance to enter at 
the front, so hia friends took him to the rear, and 
lifting him upon their shoulders, he crept through 
the window near the pulpit. He entered it with- 
out looking around at the immense audience, and 
fell upon his knees. Presently he gave out his 
hymn in a low hut inexpressibly clear and sweet 
voice. It was a grand and familiar old hymn, hut 
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the reading developed both sentiment and beauty 
I had never before observed in it. A short, solemn, 
eweot prayer followed, and then the sermon. The 
hymn was, "Away, my anbelieving fear," and the 
text was Phil, iv. 6, 7. The skeleton of the sermon 
may be found by turning to the second of his pub- 
lished discourses ; but, alas ! it is merely the skele- 
ton, ; The living, pale, but beautiful iitt!e man is 
not there. His clear, sweet voice, not loud and 
startling, but low, distinct, and musical as the meU 
ancholy notes of an ^olian harp, are not heard; 
the expressive, dove-like eye ; the symmetrical, di- 
minutive form, weighing not over 110 pounds ; the 
pallid face, at first wearing a east of sadness, then 
beaming with intellect, and presently half radiant 
"with thoughts that breathe;" and the few gestures 
in which the whole man speaks out, and give em- 
phasis to the "words that burn " — all are wanting, 
The sermon was simple and practical; and while it 
was evident that he suppressed his imagination, yet 
a few flashes of chaste and thrilling imagery seemed 
spontaneously and irresistibly to burst forth. The 
eftect was, the vast concourse retired instructed, im- 
pressed, and edified. The following year he fell, by 
consumption, into a state of great debility, which 
neither a sea-voyage, nor the genial climate of 
Southern France, nor the best medical skill, could 
arrest. On June 13, 1825, be died in peace, and 
went to rest. 

B'early iifty years have transpired since this 
"bright particular star" rose in splendor and 
beauty in our ecclesiastical sky, and, after attract- 
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ing the eyes and winning the hearts of thonaanda, 
sunk beneath the horizon in cloudless effulgeiice. 
Truly does the poet Montgomery describe him aa 
" the delight of wondering, weeping, and admiring 
audiences wherever he went." 

Such was the holy man whose many letters — 
written neatly and correctly to his " dear Bishop " — 
now lie before me, and such the gifted and sainted 
genius who called forth the fatherly affection of 
his venerable friend. "Who can doubt they have 
long since met and embraced each other again in 
their " Father's house " t 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Eicliard Koeee and John Hannah meaeengers from England — 
Mr. Eeece's letter — Bishop McKcndree's reply— He goes 
through Kentucky — Eesta fiye days in ni net j-Bve— Attends 
Kentucky Conference with Bishop Roberts — J- B. Finley and 
Dr. M. Ruter — Thence to Jonesboro, East Tennessee— Attends 
the Holston Conference — Lynchburg— Hez. G. Loigh — Ports- 
mouth — Attends the Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, and 
Genesee Conferences— Thence to South Carolina — Virginia in 
the spring of 1827 — Baltimore — Philadelphia — Thence west to 
the Wyandotte Mission, through Ohio — Kentucky Conference — 
Winters in Tennessee— In 1828, he and Glwin go to the General 
Conference at Pittsburgh — Hetrospect — A true, apostolio "epis- 
eopos" — Jesse Walker — Bishop MoKendree's characteristics- 
Old Gray — Another round — Philip Bruce — Jefferson and Adams 
die — South Carolina Conference in Augusta, January 11, 183T — 
Roberta and Soule there also— Back to Baltimore — 8iok — Gets 
to the Wyandottes, then to Nashville — His skeptical doctor con- 
vinced — Preebom Garrettson'a death — Indian letter — Henry 
Smith's letter — Letter from Lewis Garrett. 

The Rev. Richard Rbbcb, the messenger of tho 
"Wealejan Methodists of England to the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1824, was an aged, digni- 
fied, and worthy representative of the body which 
deputed him, and manifested the liveliest inter- 
est in the spiritual welfare of American Method- 
iayn. His companion, the Rev. John Hannah, was 
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a mucli younger man, but was a profound and able 
minister. Tbe former long since closed his consist- 
ent and useful life — the latter more recently, after 
having filled repeatedly the presidential chair of the 
Conference, and of one of the famous "Weslejan 
Theological Schools. They closely observed the 
operations of our system of Church-government, 
and after they returned to England, Bishop McKen- 
dree received the following interesting letter from 
Mr. Reeeo, dated September 2T, 1825: 

Kkvbrbkd and Bear Sir: — I reflect with sincere 
pleasure on the few months which I spent on the 
American continent, and the free and affectionate 
intercourse which I had with the members of your 
Church, or, in English phrase, "of your Society." 
The kind attentions which I everywhere received, 
from the preachers and the people, have laid me un- 
der additional obligation to do and to say all that I 
can to promote the individual happiness of my 
friends, and to advance the prosperity of Wesleyan 
Methodism, which is the cause of Christ — with 
this cause all our happiness and usefulness is iden- 
tified. Can I do this more effectually than by 
stating what has appeared to me to he a difference 
between our system of discipline, or action, and 
yours, and then leaving you to determine whether 
the peculiarity of your circumstances renders a con- 
formity to our plan impracticable, and your own 
better adapted to spread and establish scriptural 
Christianity through your vast country? 

1, With us it is an indispensable duty of tbe pas- 
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toral office to see the individual members of our 
society every quarterly visitafciou at least, to know 
how their soula prosper, and then to renew the 
quarterly ticket, with suitable advice, admonition, 
and reproof, and also to receive the quarterage 
which every one gives. Thia brings the pastor and 
his flock into close and immediate contact and in- 
tercourse; and while the one acquires a knowledge 
of the spiritual state and improvement of the soula 
committed to his care, the others have an oppor- 
tunity of freely stating their eases, and opening 
their hearts to him who is appointed to watch over 
■them as one that must give an account to God. By 
this the parties are mutually endeared, and the 
public ministrations of the preacher are more ac- 
ceptable and more eificient. The delivery of the 
quarterly tickets is peculiarly, exclusively, and in- 
dispensably the duty of the preacher. 

2. In addition to this, we are bound to meet the 
societies every Sunday evening, after preaching, 
when we speak pointedly to them on the discharge 
of relative duties — the government of tbeir fami- 
lies, the religious instruction of their children, their 
diligent attendance on all the ordinances o^ God, 
their observance of the rules, and many other sub- 
jects which have an important influence on the 
formation of the Christian character. I have 
feared that your custom of beginning public wor- 
sliip so late as eight o'clock must greatly hinder 
this, if it do not supersede it. I grant, the labor 
of the preacher is greatly increased, but to these 
we are inured. 
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3. Oui" band-meetings have a moat powerful influ- 
ence on the experience and improvement of our 
people. The deep things of God form the subject 
of their conversation at these meetings, and the 
freedom and openness with which they speak upon 
them promotes their intellectual growth, so that 
these often become the most exemplary and useful 
members of our societies, furnishing male and fe- 
male leaders of a high and excellent character. Mr. 
"Wesley was aware of the importance of this part 
of Methodist discipline, and he used to say, 
"Where there are no bands there is no Meth- 
odism." 

4. The leaders of our classes are required to col- 
lect weekly what each member can give to the 
support of the work, according to the rule, and to 
mark it down in the class-papers, and at our week- 
ly leaders' meeting to pay this into the hands of the 
society-steward — by which means a supply is pro- 
vided for the support of the preachers; and, as the 
sum is small which is individually subscribed, it is 
not felt a burden by the poorest of our members, 
nor does it excite discontent on complaint — on the 
contraTy, the people are more alive to the interests 
of a cause which they support. 

In your scattered population, it would be difficult 
for the preachers to carry the whole of the Meth- 
odist discipline into effective operation; hut in 
those cities and towns which I visited, I could see 
no insurmountable obstacles. All that I could per- 
ceive wanting was a vigorous and united deter- 
mination among the preachers to act in concert 
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in eavrjing the point. Many of the people with 
whom I had intercourse greatly long to see 
these things established among them, convinced 
of the general advantage which would result from 
them to the body, and indeed to the country at 
large. 

I thought of multiplying these remarks, but at 
present will desist. 

It has afforded me much satiafaction to learn that 
the spirit of innovation, which prevailed when I 
was with yoa, has subsided, and is likely to evap- 
orate without doing much evil, 

I wrote to Dr, Jennings on the subject of his 
publishing Mark Robinson's pamphlet, and sent 
him a copy of a review which places that subject 
in a proper light, claiming, on the ground of " mu- 
tual rights," that it might be inserted in that pub- 
lication, English Methodism will then be pre- 
sented in a more correct light before our American 
brethren — which we are anxious should be the case. 
Whether he will comply with my request, I have 
not heard; but as the review was quietly afterward 
sent to your editors, in our July and August maga- 
zines, possibly they may insert it in their publica- 
tion. If we can mutually benefit each other, and 
contribute to the greater efficiency of Wesleyan 
Methodism on both sides of the Atlantic, the great 
end of our more frequent and free intercourse will 
bo answered, 

I send you a copy of the Minutes of our last 
Conference, from which you will see that the in- 
crease of our members has been but small — for 
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which we are not' able to assign any reason, as the 
general state of our soeietiea is prosperous as it 
regards stability and a deepening of the work of 
God. However, onr prospects are encouraging. A 
glorious revival haa commenced in the Isle of Man 
since the Conference, and is now extending very 
much. Many sinners are awakened and converted 
to God, and many of the believers have received a 
deep baptism of the Holy Ghost, preparing them 
to be "vessels unto honor, meet for the Master's 
use," in extending and establishing this work. 

We have lost two most valuable men, in the 
vigor of their life, since the Conference— highly 
gifted, eminently holy and useful men — removed 
suddenly from the work and their families. The 
dispensation is mysterious, but the rod has a voice, 
and speaks impressively, "All flesh is grass, and 
the goodliness thereof as the flower of the grass," 
etc. Others, it is true, are raised up to supply 
their places, but their knowledge, experience, and 
godly influence are not soon acquired; their loss is 
therefore painfuliy felt. 

We are looking forward to the next Conference 
with pleasure, when we expect to receive our 
American brother, the messenger of the Churches, 
and are praying that he may come in the fullness 
of the blessings of the gospel, and bring us glad 
tidings of your prosperity. May his coming be a 
blessing to us, and contribute, to our encouragement 
and edification! I beg to be kindly remembered to 
all my American brethren and friends with whom 
you may meet in your travels. I remember them 
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with growing affection, and hope to meet them in a 
better state, where there are no separations. I am, 
reverend and dear sir, your affectionate friend and 
brother, K. Rbecb. 

To which the Bishop replied from Baltimore, 
July 10, 1826: 

Reverend AND Dear Beothee: — Your kind and 
truly interesting letter of September 27, 1825, did 
not reach mc till the 4th instant. This will aecount 
for what otherwise might appear to be unjustifiable 
delay in reciprocating jour favor. Accept my 
thanks for your letter and the documents accom- 
panying it. I shall always rejoice to hear from 
you. Letters, or pamphlets, addressed to the care 
of Armstrong & Plaskit, of this city, will hardly 
fail to reach me. 

Your friendly visit to this country could not have 
been more pleasing to yourself than to the Ameri- 
can preachers and societies who were favored with 
a personal acquaintance with you, or had the op- 
portunity of enjoying the benefit of your ministe- 
terial labors. In addition to every personal and 
individual consideration, your visit to ns was ren- 
dered deeply interesting, as it was the pledge of 
union, in doctrine, discipline, and affection, be- 
tween the Wealeyan Methodists throughout the 
world; and I trust that I shall not cease to pray 
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is Head over all things to the Church, that the 
game faith, and order, and brotherly love may con- 
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tiniie and abound moro and more. That there has 
been and still ia considerable laxity in regard to 
diaeipline among us, in the particulars which you 
notice, is certain; and the effects are to be de- 
plored. For it is very obvioua that as the rules 
of the societies are neglected, or the administra- 
tion let down in accommodation to the wealth, 
influence, habits, or education of men, or from 
whatever other cause, there will be a loss ia ex- 
perimental and practical holiness — in inward and 
outward conformity to God. Two circumstances 
have had very considerable influence in producing 
and perpetuating this laxity. The first is the vast 
exkni of our field of labor. "We occupy, with pretty 
closely connected circuits, Districts, and Confer- 
ences, the whole of the Atlantic States, extending 
from the Bay of Fundy to the Gulf of Mexico— a 
distance of more than two thousand miles, on the 
most direct post-roade — and have spread over the 
frontier States and Territories situated from five 
hundred to one thousand miles from the ocean. 
Occupying such an extensive country, where the in- 
habitants are collected from nearly all the civilized 
nations of the world, and where the emigration from 
one State to another is perpetual, it is extremely' 
difficult, not to say impossible, to establish and pre- 
serve the discipline of the Church as effectually as 
might be done in a condensed and permanent state 
of society. The infancy of our mimstry is closely 
connected with the extent of our labor, and tends 
to render the administration of discipline inef- 
ficient. Most of the preachers in this country en- 
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ter the Connection very young, and without any 
extraordinary ■ advantages of education; and, in 
general, the means of improvement in their circuits 
are very limited. Locations are frequent; conse- 
quently, wo have comparatively very few men of 
age and experience in the itinerant work. In many 
instances, we are compelled to commit the charge, 
not only of circuits, but of Districts also, to young 
men of too little experience for such stations. 
But, notwithstanding this state of things, we have 
ground to hope for better days, especially since the 
last General Conference. Among the preachers 
generally, there appears to be a conviction of the 
necessity of a more uniform and diligent attention to 
a strict observance of the rules. It has become a 
subject of serious interest in the deliberations of 
the Annual Conferences; and many thousands of 
our members, especially those who have seen both 
the former and the latter times, are earnestly de- 
sirous of the same thing. 

The appointment of a messenger to visit your 
Conference the present year (as you will have heard 
before this letter arrives) has failed; bat I am 
happy to say that the failure was not occasioned, 
even in the most remote manner, by a want of dis- 
position to cultivate the most friendly and harmo- 
nious intercourse witl our brethren in .England, 
but from causes altogether extraneous and local. 
But, although we have iiot been able to accomplish 
this desirable object the present year, I indulge 
the hope that it will be effected the next; and I 
trust that the visitation will not bo unacceptable 
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to our British brethren on account of a year's 
delay. 

We have mucli cause of gratitude to God for 
the increasing prosperity of the work generally, 
through these States. The increase of members 
the last year, commencing with the Mississippi and 
closing with the Tennessee Conference, was up- 
ward of twenty thousand, and the increase of preach- 
ers for the same period eighty-one. 

There is cause to believe that the exertions which 
have been made to produce disafEeetion to the gov- 
ernment and discipline of the Church, will fail to 
accomplish the desired effect to any considerable 
extent, and that, in the ministry and membership, 
we shall still preserve the "unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace." The history of those who 
have separated thenjselvea from us and set up 
"altar against altar," is not calculated to afford 
ground of gratulation or encouragement to adven- 
turers, but rather marks the enterprise as hazard- 
ous. The itinerant ministry, preserved in the 
"demonstration of the Spirit and of power," will 
be our sali^ and the salt of the earth. The great 
body of local preachers and members are identified 
in doctrine, spirit, and order with the great itinerant 
system. Attacks have been made upon us, and wiJl 
be repeated. Men, ambitious of. rule and restless 
under the administration of wholesome and godly 
discipline, will not cease to complain of injured 
rights, grievances, and oppression ; and in every 
extensive community individuals will be found to 
respond to these complaints. Such individuals 
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have appeared among the Methodists on both sides 
of the Atlantic ; but hitherto the great body of the 
ministers and members has been firm and steadfast, 
and I trust will continue to be "strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might," and to "abound 
more and more in the unity and fellowship of 
saints." 

The success of our missionary labors is cause of 
encouragement, .gratitude, and joy. Although the 
number of our stations and our means of supply- 
ing them are small, compared with those of our 
British brethren, we are (thanks be to God ! ) ac- 
complishing a great and blessed work. Thousands 
of the poor and scattered population of the States 
and Territories are through this means receiving 
the blessing of the gospel of Christ. Most of our 
missions among the Indians have succeeded far 
beyond the most sanguine expectations of their 
warmest friends at the commencement. You will 
be in possession, it ia probable, of thg latest official 
reports from the missionaries and the Board of 
Managers, before this reaches you, in which you 
will have a more circumstantial account than could 
well be furnished in a private letter. 

In view of the great and marvelous work which 
God has wrought, in the four quarters of the globe, 
by the instrumentality of the Methodists, since the 
.day on which he raised up that "burning and shining 
light," the Rev. John "Wesley, of most precious 
memory, it ia very meet that we should be humble 
and thankful, and, as regards the future, that wo 
should strive together in the meekness of Christ, and 
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iQ steadfast dependence upon divine agency, till 
truth and righteousnesa fill the whole earth. 

As it respects myself, the time of my departure 
cannot be far off. I have entered the seventieth 
year of my pilgrimage, and now tremble, leaning 
on my staff. Goodness and mercy have followed 
me all the days of my life, and the witness of the 
Spirit and the "hope of the gospel" are the solace 
of my age. 

Grace, mercy,. and peace be mnltiplied to thee 
and to the Church of God, through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Tours affectionately, W. MoKendree. 

So soon as the roads became passable in the 
spring of 1825, the Bishop started from his 
brother's, in Tennessee, and resumed his labors in 
visiting the Churches and preaching. On the 15th 
of April he left home, or— if that term does not 
apply to a man who, like his Lord, never really had 
a home on earth — ITountain Head. He reached 
Slaughter's, Kentucky, in the rain, on the 16th ; 
preached there on the 17th, from John iii. 19-22; 
preached in Russellviile on the 20th; at Cook's 
Meeting-house on the 22d, from Matt. v. 6 ; preached 
Fell's funeral-sermon on the 24t.h; on the 26th, 
preached from Matt, xi. 30 ; traveled through " a 
great rain" to James's; through rain again, to Sta^ 
ley's and Taylor's; another funeral-sermon, May 
1st, from Isaiah Ixv. 22 ; funeral-sermon next day, 
from 1 Sam. xii. 23 ; then to Barret's, Owen's, Mount 
Zion, and so on, through Hardinsburg, to Lebanon, 
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preaching or traveling every day. Thence he pro- 
ceeded to B. McHenry's, Springfield, Puller's, and 
Ferguson's, and preached nearly every day, until 
June 3d, when he reports himself sick. But in a 
day or two he is on hia way again, twenty miles, to 
a quarterly-meeting. Thus on he goes, through 
Harrishurg, Lexington, and Georgetown, by Leroy 
Cole's, etc., etc., until he reaches Cynthiana, June 
17th, resting only five in ninety-five days. Pretty 
good work for an old, afflicted man! Most of our 
yonng preachere would think it hard work. 

On this tour he falls in with Brother E. T. Crouch, 
and spends a month with him, aa already related. 
Then we lose eight of him for a short time, but 
presently he ia found in Shelbyville, attending the 
Kentucky Conference with Bishop lioberts at Rus- 
sell ville, September 22, 1825, and we find among his 
papers regular Minutes of the whole proceedings 
of the body— Appointments and all. There he 
geta a long letter from the Rev. J. B. Finley, the 
laborious and useful missionary to the Wyandottes. 
He answers with a heart warm to his cor re- 
spondent and full of love to the Indiana. He 
almost shouts in the letter, saying, "The Lord is 
very good to me. My spiritual strength is renewed ; 
I am growing in grace, and ripening for heaven ; 
for which I desire to be deeply thankful, and en- 
tirely devoted to God." There, too, he gets a kind 
letter from that noble and devoted servant of the 
Church, the Rev. Martin Ruter, who threw himself, 
from the purest religious motives, into the active 
duties of the missionary work, and fell a martyr to 
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the cause in Texas, where his remains and his 
memory are honored by his brethren. 

Whether the two great hodies of American Mcth- 
odiam, which separated in 1844, will ever again 
unite, ia very uncertain. At present this seems 
improbable, not to say impracticable; but certainly 
there are ties which tend to amity and fraternity of 
a strong and, peculiar nature. A common origin, 
similarity of creed, Chureh-polity, and usages, and 
a strong affection and sacred reminiscences of many 
honored and precious names, equally dear to both, 
must exert an attracting influence upon them. 
Among rqany other names, Dr. Martin Ecter's is 
one. 

From the seat of the Kentucky Conference he 
takes our old route over the Cumberland Mountain, 
and through East Tennessee to Jonesboro, where the 
Holston Conference held its session. Thence cross- 
ing the Alleghany Mountains, he reaches Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, attends a quarterly-meeting with 
Hezekiah G-. Leigh, of honored and precious mem- 
ory, and hastens down through the snow to the 
quarterly-meeting on old Greenville Circuit, where 
he exercised his early ministry, and where are found 
"our most disaffected members of this District." 
He reaches Mecklenburg, December 5th, to recruit 
and write letters — one of them to Bishop Soule, in 
Milledgeville, Georgia. Portsmouth brings him to 
a short halt: from there to Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York, and Genesee Conferences, and returns 
to the South in the fall. The following winter he 
spent in attending the South Carolina and Vir- 
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ginia Conferences, and came back to the Baltimore 
and Philadelphia Conferences in the spring of 1827. 
At the close of the Philadelphia session he returns 
to Baltimore, and in May starts back to the West ; 
crossing the Alleghany Mountains by way of Cum- 
berland; passing into Ohio to visit, for the third 
time, his beloved Wyandottes and their faithful 
missionaries. Returning, he again passed through 
Urbana, and visited many of the towns in the 
southern part of Ohio, and attended the Kentucky 
Conference in Versailles in October, Thence he 
went down into Tennessee, and spent the winter 
among his friends, visiting the societies, and preach- 
ing as he was able. 

In March, 1828, he set out with two delegates of 
that Conference — one of them his old friend, James 
Gwin — for Pi.ttshurgh, the seat of the General Con- 
ference, and arrived there a few days before it 
began. 

Having thus given a concise account of his trav- 
els and labors for the past four years, and up to the 
session of another General Conference, we have 
reached a point from which it is proper to retro- 
spect the past. We see a man who has been granted 
a superannuated relation for the last eight years, 
and requested to do only such service aa his health 
and convenience might justify, now over seventy 
years of age, enfeebled by forty years' incessant toil, 
afflicted with rheumatism, piles, hernia, vertigo, 
and asthma, and yet making the circuit of the 
United States annually, not in stage-coaches over 
macadamized roads, nor on railroads, but generally 
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ou horseback — slowly traversing Indian territory, 
climbing mountains, fording and sometimes swim- 
ming swollen streams, through muddy roads and 
swamps, often lying in miserable huts and open, 
dirty cabins, subsisting, frequently of necessity, on 
coarse and badly-cooked food, going through mala- 
rious regions under a burning sun, and then through 
the rains, and sleet, and snows of winter; of a teni- 
, perament peculiarly sensitive, carrying on a corre- 
spondence with persons in every part of the coun- 
try, and above all, oppressed with "the care of all 
the Churches." And yet he never willingly ceased 
his painful travel, nor murmured at the hardships 
and sufferings endured! And was not he a true 
"Overseer?" a Pauline "Episcopos?" a real Kew 
Testament Bishop? What if he could not trace an 
undoubted personal ordinal succession from Peter 
or John ? Who really can ? And what if any one 
can ? Alexander YL, Leo X., John XII., Benedict 
IX., Sylvester HI., and Gregory VII. — "horrible 
monsters as ever lived" — even the four popes liv- 
ing at the same time — each anathematizing the 
others, and calling them devils and antichrists — yet 
each and all claimed it. 

Equally absurd is the claim of the Ffoiestani 
Church of England— the Church of Henry VIII., 
whose "Majesty is the only supreme head of the 
Church of Eugland and Ireland" — which, in sever- 
ing her allegiance from the Romish Church, claimed . 
to do so, not, of course, on the ground of succes- 
sion, but of prescription — i. e., a right before and 
independent of all written law — a "divine right" 
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— and yet, from the youngest proselyte to the Epis- 
copacy, they are now claiming that they only are 
the aueceasore, hy virtue of their official lineage, 
of the apostles ; while Coke, Aabury, and MoKen- 
dree are not Bishops at all! Well, let the Chief 
Shepherd decide. 

Among the many correspondents of the Bishop 
during 1825, he received one letter from his old 
friend and co-laborer, Jesse "WaJker, dated Sanga^ 
mon, Illinois, May 18, 1325. Mr. Walker was a 
rare character. He joined the Tennessee Confer- 
ence in 1802, and traveled under Bishop McKen- 
dree as hia Presiding Elder for several years. His 
literary education waa quite limited, and he was a 
married man. Bishop McKendreewas an excellent 
judge of men, and soon selected him to take the 
van of the pioneer army of preachers in the "West ; 
and the result vindicated his wisdom. Jesse "Walker 
was a brave, self-reliant, zealous Christian minister. 
He feared only God, and his great purpose waa to 
be good and useful. The poor, the frontier settle- 
ments, where women and children endured the 
hardships of isolation from society, and were ex- 
posed to the tomahawk, the scalping-knife, and, 
what waa worse, to the torture of fathers and sons, 
and the captivity of wives and daughters, excited 
his sympathies ; and the poor pagan Indians them- 
selves, often as "much sinned against as sinning," 
aroused his Ohriatian zeal. He may have had also 
an inclination for adventure, and an instinctive pas- 
sion for a roving life among the grand old forests 
and the wide, flowering prairies of the West. But 
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his ruling passion was to preacli Christ "in the re- 
gions heyoTid." Tor this kind of life he was admira^ 
bly adapted, physically, intellectually, and morally. 
To a constitution of iron — a strong, compact frame, 
capable of great endurance — was added a ealm, 
fihrewd raind of fine common sense, and a wonder- 
ful aptitude to adapt himself to his circumstances, 
and thus gain the confidence and exert a control- 
ling influence over the rude settlers of the back- 
woods, and the more wary and suspicious Indians. 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, and Mis- 
souri were the fields of his labor. He planted the 
gospel in St. Louis, and by his personal effort bniit 
the first Methodist Church there. He has been 
styled the Daniel Boone of the Church, but he was 
more: his impulses were holier, his motives and 
ends were nobler. He had a tender and manly 
love fop his wife, and an occasional visit to his home 
was relished as a religious holiday. His family en- 
joyed the narratives of his travels and toils, and 
entered into his feelings and plans for the good of 
souls. From his letter to the Bishop, now before 
us, we learn he had established missions among the 
Indians at Fort Clarke and Chicago, and was about 
to go farther north-west to other tribes. He sur- 
vived Bishop McKendree only eight months, and 
died calmly at borne in Illinois, saying, "God has 
been with me from the time of my conversion, and 
is still with me." Few preachers have equaled him 
in enduring hardness as a good soldier, or been so 
useful as a missionary on the frontiers and among 
the wild Indians. 
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Little fhings sometimes better develop the true 
character of a raan than his professions or public 
actions, as the finer touches of the limner's pencil 
beat reveal the original. The great ocean is made 
of little drops of water; the Himalaya Mountains 
ty the aggregation of small particles : so of great 
characters. Bishop McKendreo was not tranaeend- 
ently great in any thing : others surpassed him in 
many particulars, and yet, in the aggregate, very 
few equaled him. Some are great in great things, 
but small in little things — intellectually great, but 
deficient in heart, and practically useless, if not per- 
nicious — and they resemble a huge, bare mountain, 
composed of blocks of volcanic rocks : not a tree or 
shrub hides its ruggedness, nor a single wild-flower 
adorns it, nor oven a lichen or sprig of Iceland-moss 
finds foothold for its hardy roots; but the snow- 
crowned and ice-clad monarch is utterly barren of 
good, and serves only to chill the air and dwarf the 
vegetation around its base. So was Lord Byron. 
Bishop McKendree was only a man, a frail, fallen 
one, like all his race ; but he was a full-grown and 
symmetrically-proportioned man, in body, mind, and 
heart; and the whole man was permeated and ele- 
vated by piety. He had not only a mind of rare 
analytical and logical acumen, of extraordinary leg- 
islative and administrative ability, but of strong 
and tender sympathies. No unfortunate preacher 
need ever be afraid to approach and tell him all his 
wants and woes. He was stern only toward sin, and 
exacting toward himself alone. The following inci- 
dent will at once illustrate his kind and genial nature : 
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Like all the early Methodist preachers of the ocele- 
siaetical cavalry corps, he valued his horse. He did 
not swap horses, and did not profess much skill in 
judging as to age, etc. : when obliged to get a horse, 
he usually deputed some old friend, who better un- 
derstood the subject, to swap or purchase one for 
him; but when he got one that suited him, no 
money could purchase it. If his horse got sick or 
lame, he would leave him in good hands and buy 
another, and in six or twelve months would return, 
or send for him. An instance of this kind occurred 
in 1825, on one of his long tours, and, from a letter 
befote us, he had written back to Tennessee for 
his nephew to go for him and take good care of him 
until he should return. It was hia famous "Old 
G-ray." He had ridden this horse again and again 
around the circuit of the United States, His quali- 
ties as a riding-horse suited bis aged master. They 
suited each other, and there was a strong mutual 
attachment. Gray was almost as well known 'by 
thousands as was his owner. In the Bishop's last 
will and testament, he bequeathed to Old Gray 
money sufficient out of his little savings to furnish 
him a plenty of food, a good stable, a nice blue- 
grass pasture for life, and an honorable burial. The 
last time we heard from Old Gray, he was about 
thirty years old, and was fat and flourishing in a 
gray old age. 

The events of 1826 were too important to be 
passed over cursorily. "We have followed Bishop 
McKendree from the West to Virginia, and through 
the snows of the mnter of 1825-6, making his toil- 
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some journeyto Portsmouth: there meeting Bishop 
Soule, they presided over the Virginia Conference, 
Feh. 15, 1826, where the project was initiated for 
the eatablishment of a literary institution of high 
grade, which ultimated in founding Kandolph Ma- 
con College. On March 8th, the Baltimore Con- 
ference was attended by the same Bishops, The 
Philadelphia Conference followed, April 12th ; and 
on May 7th, Bishop McKendree preached and ded- 
icated Wiilett Street Church, in New York, Bishop 
Soule preaching in the afternoon, and Bishop Hcd- 
ding at night. May 15th, the seventh Anniversary 
of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church was held in old John Street Church, New 
York, Bishop McKendree presiding. Bishops Soule 
and Hedding, Dr. Bangs, Dr. Luckey, Dr. Ksk, 
Samuel Mervvin, and iPreeborn Garrettaon, taking 
parts in the meeting. It was an exceedingly inter- 
esting occasion. The place in which it was held — ■ 
the cradle of American Methodism — the venerable 
and talented ministers who hore a conspicuous po- 
sition in it, as well as the great object of the meet- 
ing, all conspired to give it dignity and interest. 

The Few York Conference began May 10, 1826, 
attended by the three Bishops named; and the 
Genesee Conference began at Palmyra, Kew York, 
June 7th, Bishops McKendree and Hedding presid- 
ing. A camp-meeting, attended by ten thousand 
persons, was held in a grove at the same time. 
Bishop McKendree preached at ten o'clock Sunday 
to this immense concourse. 

May 10th, the Bishop's old colleague and long- 
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tried friend, Philip Bruce, died in Giles county, 
Tennessee, in the triumph of Christian faith. He 
entered the itinerancy in 1781 — seven years earlier 
than the Bishop — and died a superannuated mem- 
ber of the Virginia Conference. He was a wise, 
holy, and useful man ; assisted greatly in laying the 
foundation of the government of the Church, and 
was always true and faithful to its interests. The 
Bishop mourned his death as a brother,'*' 

After attending the Philadelphia Conference, in 

* Wi Ph 1 p B be ime aa itinerant preacher in 1781, 

tlier ly bo t 20 p iera, and less than 10,000 mem- 

bers Am uv. (Se M t 1780.) He is said to hare been 
teach g hool N th C lina when, the war of the Ecvolu- 
tioB. ed — q t h hool raised a company of volunteers, 

t L ttte of King's Mountain, and be- 
1 al ani usefulness as a preaohei. 

P idlog Elder in the Virginia Con- 
p Tt in forming the constitution and 
I wtt. regarded by Asbury and McKen- 
ty dviaer; and, after he. had beeome 
xt T nessee, and resided at his brotli- 
h m eil, and revered and loved him 
h ly, oheerful, and useful preacher. 
^ with him at his death, says the night 
ted to he left atone with God." And 
h om, at the early dawn of day, and 
d h w h had spent the night, hia coante- 
plied; "0 doctor, I am perfectly 
ha.p[3 I Ih be Im t heaven all night 1 Such views of 
God — of Christ and glory . And thus, in. perfect rapture, he 
passed from earth to heaven. Like McKendree he never manied 
but gave hia whole life to God and Methcdi^m and like him, 
he died happy. He professed to enjoy the 1 lesiinga of sani,! fy 
ing grace; he preached it; lived an esenj.hfl aticn of it and 
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June, he returned South by way of Baltimore, ar- 
riving in Washington City soon after the 4th of 
July, apon which' day Thomas Jefferson and John 
Adama died, just fifty years after they euhscrihed 
tbo Declaration of Independence. Thus its author 
and its ahlest advocate " were notin death divided." 

August 29th, Bishop McKendree leaves his old 
friend Foxhall's, Georgetown, to go South and at- 
tend the South Carolina Conference, at Augusta, 
Georgia, passing through and preaching (1 Thess. v. 
21—24) in Fairfax, Fauquier, and Culpepper coun- 
ties, to Madison Camp-meeting, where he preached 
twice, (Isa. xlv. 22;) thence to Timberlake's, in 
Fluvanna, where he preached three, times at a camp- 
meeting, (Matt. V. 6, Matt. xi. 28-30, Eph. vi. 1-4.) 

He attended and preached three times the next 
week at a camp-meeting in ■ Nelson county ; the 
same the following week at the Buckingham Camp- 
meeting; then at a camp-meeting in Mecklenburg, 
and spent a few days' among his old friends — Ed- 
mund, Howell, and Alien Taylor — preaching nearly 
every day. Thence, crossing Koanoke, through 
Granville and Person counties, North Carolina, to 
a camp-meeting in Halifax, Virginia; and thence, 
resuming his route, through Caswell and Guilford, 
North Carolina, stopping to rest a day at Menden- 

dicd its witness. lie resided in the immediate neightiorhood of 
my fatter; 'bftptiBed, married, and buried several of our family, 
and was a great blessing to the oomraunity, even in his extreme 
old age. His memory is dear to many, and to none more than 
to the writer. 'What a state of society muBi that he in heaven, 
made up of sucli. as ho ! But a greater and lovoliov than he is there ! 
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hall's, after riding thirty-four miles the previous day, 
attending several meetings. Crossing Pe Dee Eiver, 
he pushed forward to Columbia, South Carolina;' 
theace to Charleston, Dec. 9, 1826. Here he rested 
a few days — if preaching, writing, and visiting 
daily, may be called resting; and, after attending 
two quarterly -meetings, and preaching four times 
on the way, he arrived in Augusta, Georgia, Jan. 
8, 1827. 

The South Carolina Conference commenced here 
January 11th, Bishops Roberts and Soule being 
present. The three Bishops, after the close of the 
Conference, left ia company: Bishop Roberts went 
home, and the other two traveled back to Balti- 
more together, going through Camden, Fayette- 
ville, Raleigh, Fredericksburg, au'd Georgetown, ar- 
riving at Baltimore, March 27th; and, after attend- 
ing and presiding at Conferences and Anniversa- 
ries in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, 
Bishop McKendree gets back to Baltimore, May 
4th, and repoi'ts himself sick — and no wonder. 

Thus, in his seventieth year, did he go on — on, 
in his never-ceasing round of travel and sufferings. 

We have already referred to the fact that his next 
move was for his Indian friends; and, after a long and 
wearisome ride, he again gets to the "Wyandottes, 
June 16,1827; thence back again to Tennessee, 
where winter overtook him and compelled him to 
lie up until spring. Here, in the society of his rela- 
tives, and at Nashville, in the hospitable mansions of 
Joseph T. Elliston — whose excellent wife had been 
the widow of his beloved and lamented co-laborer, 
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Learner Blackman — and II. E. W. Hill, both of 
whom kept a room known as the Bishop's room, 
where he was ever welcome and most kindly 
treated, he passed much of his time daring the 
winters spent in Tennessee, always busy writing or 
reading. An incident occurred about this time at 
Mr. EUiston'a, which is perhaps worth recording. 
He was very sick, and suffering exquisitely. A 
doctor was called, and, upon examining his vener- 
able patient, became alarmed, and also greatly sur- 
prised, that under such torturing pain he was so 
quiet and uncomplaining, and referred to it, saying, 
"Bishop, how can you bear sucb pain so quietly?" 
The old gentleman opened his eyes, and looking 
with a smile at the inquirer, answered, " Doctor, 
does your philosophy explain how a Chriatian can 
be perfectly happy while his body is in agony ? 
Must there not be a soul in him ?" The doctor was 
silent, for he was skeptical, and then said, " Bishop, 
it must be so." 

On Sept. 27, 1827, Freeborn Garrettsou, another 
of the Bishop's old fellow-laborers, and a most la- 
borious, useful, and lovely man, died in Kew York. 
He was a native of Maryland; born 1752; con- 
verted in 1775, and began to preach the same year. 
His labors extended throughout Maryland, Penn- 
sylvania, New Xork, and New England, Virgin: 
North Carolina, and Nova Scotia. His faithful and 
highly useful life as an itinerant preacher was con- 
tinued to his death, covering an eventful period in 
Methodism of iifty-two years. His piety was pro- 
found and uniform; and few men have done more 
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for Methodism and for the conversion and salvation 
of aouls. He had recently parted for the last time 
from the Bishop at the New Xork Conference. The 
year previously, Bishops McKendree and Hedding 
had visited and rested several days at his hospitable 
house at Rhineheck; and, just before his death, ho 
had heen again elected a delegate to the General 
Conference of 1828, but his long and arduous la- 
bors were succeeded by perpetual rest, and his spirit 
went to God who gave it. He lived and died pro- 
fessing perfect love, and hia life and dying testi- 
mony vindicated the truthfulness of his profession. 
He was greatly and justly respected in life, and his 
name and memory ai-e honored by all who knew 
him. 

Throughout the whole ministerial life of Bishop 
McKendree, we are impressed with his devotion to 
the cause of missions. The frontier settlers, Africa, 
the slaves in America, and the Indians, ail shared 
in his sympathies and efibrts. Here we find him 
ag^in enduring another long and tiresome journey 
to visit the Indiana ; and that this affectionate con- 
cern for their spiritual welfare was appreciated by 
them, the following letter demonstrates : 

Upper SaDdueky, Sept. 3, 1825. 
Fathek : — On the 5th day of the first fall month, 
we are assembled together, and all of us salute you 
in the Lord; returning thanks to God that he has 
spared us all alive, and that all the leaders that you 
saw here when you were with tts last, are still alive, 
and have good health, with most of our Nation. 
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Bishop McKendree, Father in the Church, we, 
your brethren and children, send you this letter to 
let you know some of the good that has fallen to ua 
through your exertions in sending us the most 
blessed gospel. We still are watching and labor- 
ing, and are determined to do so till the end comes. 
Many of our people are still on their way to heaven, 
and are happy in the love of God; and we, your 
leaders in the Church, are still going from house to 
house, and trying with all our might to banish all 
evil from amongst our people. 

But, father, we must tell you the bad with the 
good. Some of our people slid back. This we 
know will . not be so pleasant for you to hear ; but 
you must pity us and help us by your prayers: 
though we are not out of heart, for we still believe 
the Lord will hear our prayers, and. the work we 
will never give up. Although we have many diffi- 
culties to encounter, the Lord helps us, and we 
are much encouraged, and wo think wc are gaining 
strength. One of our chiefs — "Warpole — that did 
not belong to us, has joined, and this day was re- 
ceived into full connection, and appointed one of 
the leaders. We hope he wili prove faithful, and 
make us a strong stake. 

The school is still prospering, and our children 
are like the buds of the trees in the spring; and 
although we have not yet tasted the ripe fruit, we 
see the blossoms, and rejoice in expectation, and 
believe we will not be disappointed. We still pray 
that you continue your care for us and our chil- 
dren ; and through you we return our thanks to all 
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our frienda that have contributed to help forward 
this great work among our Nation. We hope they 
will not get tired, hut as they have helped ua to 
wake out of our deep sleep, and on to our feet, they 
will still help until we can walk and gather food 
for ourselves. 

In our farming business we are still on the march, 
and go the slower hecause we are poor and unac- 
quainted with the business; but our condition is 
altered very much for the better. Father, when we 
last took you by the hand, you told us you was old, 
and did never expect to see ua again. This made 
us very sorry, but we still hoped God would bring 
you back this last summer ; but we heard you do 
not expect to get here. It may be God will appoint 
a day for us to see one another on earth again; but 
if not, we are determined to do as you told us, 
and bold fast until we meet in heaven. There we 
hope to meet you, and all your brothers in the min- 
istry. Father, we cannot express our minds to you 
and your brothers (the Bishops) as we feel for the 
gospel ; and we do thank you all, and want you to 
know that we pray for you all, and we hope yo' 
will not forget to pray for us. 

Between -TUB -LOGS, his X mark. 

John Hicks, his x mark. 

Menoncue, his X mark. 

Peacock, his X mark. 

George Punch, his X mark. 

SuMMENDEEWiTi", his X mark. 

Harrehoot, his X mark. 

James Big Tree, his X mark. 
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This letter waa dictated by Between-the-logs and 
Menoneue, and interpreted by Isaac "Walker, Uni- 
ted States Interpreter, and written by myself as in- 
terpreted. 

Certified by me. J. B. Jinley. 

"We cannot forego the pleaanre of inserting here 
the following letter to the author from the Rev. 
Henry Smith, He entered the traveling connection 
in 1794, and was associated with the Bishop, both 
in the Atlantic and Western Conferences, for many 
years. It was written in 1855, having heard that 
the writer had been rec[uested to prepare and pub- 
lish the life of the Bishop. He was then residing 
near Baltimore, and was among the oldest, if not 
the very oldest, of living itinerant Methodist preach- 
ers, being eighty-five years of age, and about sixty 
years in the itinerancy. He has since gone 
to rest. The greater part was written by a lady- 
friend at his dictation — the remainder by his own 
aged and trembling hand. It is a valuable memo- 
rial of its venerated author, as well as an affection- 
ate tribute to the memory of his beloved old col 
league and friend. 

To Bishop E. Paine: 

Kbverbnd AMD Deae Sir:— I am truly glad that 
we are-at last to have a Memoir, or Life, of that ex- 
traordinary man. Bishop McKendree, I think the 
Conference has been happy in theic selection, and 
have reason to believe it will be a fair and impar- 
tial history of that excellent man and his times. I 
Vol u.— 5 
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fear you are not furnished ample matter to enable 
you to do justice to your subject. Our early 
preachers seemed to have lived and labored not for 
history, but for the generation they were appointed 
to serve : a Garrettaon and Waiters have left some- 
thing to perpetuate their memory, but of the 
talented E. Cooper and his. associates, the present 
generation knows very little. 

Now, dear Bishop, it would give rae pleasure, and 
I would esteem it an honor, to furnish you with 
some material to make your Life of McKendree 
complete; but alas! my sight and memory are 
greatly impaired : withal, I am troubled with ver- 
tigo, and my kind doctor forbids me to read or 
write much ; but when my old and esteemed friend 
Bishop McKendree is concerned, I am inclined to 
disobey the doctor, and venture to furnish you with 
a few scraps : perhaps you can pick something out 
of them. 

Of Bishop McKendree's early history I person- 
ally know nothing ; and yet I think I can correct 
Dr. McClintoek in one thing which he says in his 
sketch of McKendree, on page 69. That "William 
McKeudree was a patriot of high order, there re- 
mains not a doubt; but from what he told me while 
riding over the ground in October, 1820, he be- 
longed to a company of country volunteers, raised, 
I presume, in his immediate neighborhood.' They 
were at the siege of Yorktown, and he pointed out 
to me the place where they were encamped, and 
where they wore drilled; but what rank he sus- 
tained iu the army, or what part he bore on that 
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memorable oecaaioo, I never heard him say ; but 
MeKendree could not bo hid, nor found in the rear 
of any important euterpriae. I never saw MeKen- 
dree until May 4, 1800, at the Baltimore Confer- 
ence, held at the Stone Chapel, about five miles 
from where I write. He preached to a crowded 
house, while Jesse Leo preached to a still greater 
crowd out of dooi*s. His sermon showed plainly 
that he was "a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed." On the General Conference floor, on 
the 6th of May, I first heard him exhibit his pecu- 
liar talent for debate: he certainly had a remark- 
able gift for analyzing and sifting a subject to the 
bottom. His clear, penetrating, far-seeiag mind, 
qualified him for this. After this, I never saw 
Bishop MeKendree until October 21, 1802, when ho 
appeared as our Presiding Eider in Kentucky. "We 
needed at that time just such a man. We had then 
a Bush, a "VVilkerson, a Kobler, a Sale, a Page, and 
other worthy men ; but still just such a spirit as our 
MeKendree was needed. He succeeded in bring- 
ing a ilrmer union between the local and traveling 
ministrj', and more fully getting our preachers and 
people to profit by the great revival which had just 
commenced. His charge was heavy, his responsi- 
bility great; but he never shunned responsibility 
where the cause of God was concerned. Though 
naturally a man of keen sensibilities, if he saw a 
storm coming, could shut up hia feelings, as he used 
to call it, and calmly and boldly meet every diffi- 
culty; and then his clear, comprehensive mind and 
sound judgment developed itself. Those who had 
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the pleasure of seeing and hearing Mr. McKendree 
can never forget him, and the present as well as 
future generations should gratefully remember his 
labors of love in the "West. His administrations 
were judicious and wise, and were crowned with 
success. I presume Mr. McKendree was then in 
the prime of his life and usefulness. In the pulpit 
he was original, hia method and ftratory entirely hia 
own; nothing artificial about it; natural and fasci- 
nating. His voice, though not loud and thundering, 
could be heard in the open air by thousands. His 
preaching was often attended with a soul-searching, 
melting, subduing influence, that bore down all be- 
fore it. Christians were made too happy to jump 
and shout — yes, more than shouting happy- — -while 
sinners were cut to the heart. I saw and heard 
Bishop McKendree in his prime, and shall never 
hear or look on such another. 

In the General Conference of 1808, he distin- 
guished himself in fevor of a delegated General 
Conference. I did not hoar the sermon he preached 
in Light Street Church, in Baltimore, at this Con- 
ference, which Bishop Aabury said would make 
him a Bishop. The records will show that he was 
elected to the Episcopacy by an overwhelming ma- 
jority. 

At the first delegated General Conference, May 
1, 1812, Bishop McKendree drew up a plan of 
business, to be brought before the Conference; but 
as it was a new thing, the aged Bishop Asbury rose 
to his feet immediately after the reading of the 
paper by the Secretary, and addressed the junior 



HosmoD, Google 



BISHOP m'KENDKEE, 101 

Biahop to the following effect: "I have something 
to say to you before the Conference." The junior 
Bishop also roae to his feet, and they stood face to 
face. Bishop Ashury said, "This is a new thing. 
I never did business in this way, and why is it in- 
troduced?" The junior smiled, and promptly re- 
plied, "You are our father, and we are your sons: 
you never had need of it. But I am only a brother, 
and have need of it." The senior Bishop said no 
more, but sat down with a smile on his counte- 
nance. The scene is now before my mind. 

The action of the General Conference, which met 
in Baltimore in 1820, relative to the Presiding- 
eldership question, greatly afdicted our worthy 
Bishop — the more so, as his colleagues differed 
with him in opinion on the subject. I had several 
conversations with one of them oa the subject; and 
so far as I could learn, they were both, so far as 
personally concerned, satisfied with the rules as 
they were, but thought it best to yield this point 
for peace' sake — for they feared a split in the 
Church. Bishop McKendree conscientiously be- 
lieved that aa an important principle was involved, 
the measure was an infringement of our constitu- 
tion, and fraught with mischief. All this bore 
heavily on his constitution, already broken by 
labor and care. I sympathized with him, and be- 
came his traveling companion, aa he wished to 
travel for his health, and visit the Churches and 
families of his old friends. I knew the man in the 
vigor and tide of usefulness, and I now saw him 
almost a wreck: but his concern for the Church 



HosmoD, Google 



102 LIFE AND TIMES OF 

and his zeal for the cause of God were cot at all 
abated. 

On the 19th of June he left the house of his old 
friend, Dr. Henry Wilkina, and made a visit to Vir- 
ginia, callingon many families, and preaching as often 
as he could. Upon our return to Baltimore, we called 
at a camp-meeting on Trederick Circuit, where the 
Bishop preached, and was divinely aided. The 
sermon had a prodigious effect, for he rose above 
his weakness, and it reminded me of former days. 
That sermon is still remembered and spoken of by 
a few of the many who heard it, the iaost of whom 
have passed away. 

Very frequently we were on our way before day- 
light, and stopped by the wayside to refresh our- 
selves with what we had brought with us — and 
in this he rebuked many of the present race of 
preachers. He tried to imitate his Master, "who 
went about doing good." 

I must here conclude by saying that I am sorry 
I can afford you so little aid. I should iiko to have 
a copy of your work, should I live to see it pub- 
lished. I am as well as I could expect to he, after 
passing through eighty-five winters. My general 
health is better than it was forty years ago, but 
weakness and the infirmities of age attend nie ; yet 
still "the Lord is the strength of ray heart and my 
portion for ever." Hespectfully and very affection- 
ately, yours in the bonds of the gospel, 

Hesry Smith. 

Pilgrim's Rest, HooktowD, Baltimoro co,, Md., 
February 6, 1855. 
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The Eev. Lewis Garrett, 8r., who died in peace, 
some years eiiice, in Canton, Mississippi, sent the 
author several communications, from which the fol- 
lowing extracts are made, Lewis Garrett entered 
the itinerant ministry at the same time with Henry 
Smith, ill 1794, and, like him, traveled with the 
Uishop, both in Virginia and the West. lie was a 
preacher of unusual power and force of character. 
He was Editor of the Western Methodist, pub- 
lished in Kashville, Tennessee, and wrote an inter- 
esting little volume of "Biographical Sketches," 
cbieHy of Western preacliers. 

"In the autumn of 1T95, 1 was called by Bishop 
Asbury to go from Holston to the Virginia Confer- 
ence, On ray way, at the house of a brother, I 
first saw Mr. McKendree. His plain and aft'able 
manner interested me. At the Conference he was 
appointed Presiding Elder of a District east of 
James Kiver, and placed in charge of "Williams- 
burg Circuit. I was appointed to Orange Circuit, 
in that District. In 1797, he presided over the 
same District enlarged, and extending from Glouces- 
ter to Greenbrier. In 1799, lie presided over a 
District in the northern part of Virginia, embracing 
Alexandria. In 1800, he was on his oid District, 
and I on Gloucester Circuit. We met at the Gen- 
eral Conference, in Baltimore, May 1, 1800. The 
smal!-pox was very prevalent. I was inoculated— 
be knew it. Late at night he came to my room. I 
had had a chill — was covered up, and bad a high 
fever. Ho jerked off the cover and alarmed me, 
showing much concern for my safety. He was a 
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kind friend. In the fall of 1800, he was sent to 
Kentucky, where there was no Presiding Elder, and 
in 1801, presided over the whole Western country. 
Having lost my health in the lowlands of Virginia, 
I obtained leave to return to the "West, and met 
him at the Western Conference, held at Earnest's, 
on Nolichncky, East Tennessee, October 1, 1801. 
He being appointed to the same District, and I to 
Lexington Circuit, Kentucky, we traveled together 
to Kentucky, This was an interesting journey to 
me, because I never met with a more agreeable 
traveling companion. Always prompt and 'at the 
time,' economical of time, and careful in prear- 
rangement, a loiterer or one devoid of forecast 
would be left behind. He was also social and 
com municative. 

"William McKendree had no talent for getting 
up or carrying on a revival; and yet his discourses 
were animating and instructive in a high degree. 
The great revival of 1800 had awakened inquiry. 
The dogmas of Calvin and Antinomian delusions 
had received a shock, and controversy was preva- 
lent. Mr. McKendree was the man for the times. 
He was then robust and of commanding personal 
appearance. I have seen him enchain for two hours 
the attention of large crowds, with his ingenious, 
argumentative, and animating sermons. Though 
modest and retiring, when duty called he was 
prompt and fearless. In 1804 and 1805, I traveled 
Cumberland District, and he remained on the Ken- 
tucky District. In 1805, I located, and he suc- 
ceeded me on the Cumberland District. We met 



HosmoD, Google 



BISHOP M KENDREB. 



again at the "Weatern Conference, held at a oamp- 
meeting at Liberty Hill, October, 1808. He was 
then Bishop. I love and reapect hia memory, and 
desire to see his siieeessora imitate him in zeal, 
parity, and usefulness." 
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CHAPTER V. 



General Conference of 1828 at Pitteturgh — Bishops' Address — 
Suspended resolutioca lost — "Weslejan Repository" — "Mutual 
Eights" — MoCane and others expelled — Memorial — Report 
upon it hy Dr, Braoiy — Dr- Thomas E. Bond and Dr. Emory 
defend the Church— Canada question settled— Action of the 
General Conference — Inferenees — Dr, Capers elected delegate 
to the Weslejan Methodist Conference — Dr. T"isk — Bishop Mc- 
Kendree'e account of tiiis Conference — A crisis in the history 
of the Church — The Bishop's Journal — Travels hact to Ten- 
nessee — Attends quarterly and camp-meetings in Kentucky and 
Tennessee — His route to Georgia oyer Lookout Mountain — 
Preached to an Indian Council — Gets to Athens, Georgia— At 
Asbury Hull's — Sick— Ordains Stephen Clin — Sketch of him, 

"Ws have seen that Bishop McKendree had ar- 
rived at Pittshurgh, Pennsylvania, a few days before 
the General Conference began its session there on 
May 1, 1828. One hundred and twenty-five dele- 
gates were present, out of one hundred and seventy- 
seven elected, and all the five Bishops were there — 
MeKendree, Koberts, George, Sonle, and Iledding. 
The senior Bishop opened the session, as he had 
done since the death of Bishop Asbury. Dr. Mar- 
tin Ruter was elected Secretary, and the quadren- 
nial Address of the Bishops was read and referred to 
the committees. It referred gratefully to the gen- 
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era! proapei'ity of the Church, and especially to the 
.extensive revivals during the past three years, to 
the importance of sustaining the missionary work, 
the Sunday - school and Tract Societies, and to 
the administration of the government of the 
Church. The Bishops regretted their failure of 
sending a delegate to the British Conference, as- 
serting it had not been owing to any want of af- 
fection for their British brethren, nor of respect 
for the expressed will of the last General Confer- 
ence; and, without stating the cause of this fail- 
ure, thej' suggested that the Conference itself 
should select and send one. The General Confer- 
ence of 1824 requested and directed the Bishops 
to select and send a preacher as a representative 
from the American Methodists to the British Con- 
ference, and the senior Bishop had endeavored to 
get all his colleagues together to make the selec- 
tion. This was found difficult to accomplish; but 
the- principal impediment had been that three of 
them nominated Br. Wm. Capers, of South Caro- 
lina, for this mission, and an objection had been 
made on account of his connection with slavery; 
and BO, after several ineffectual attempts, the matter 
was dropped, and the true reason was not stated. It 
also appears that Dr. Capers declined the nomina- 
tion, giving as his reasons the responsibility of the 
office and his dread of crossing the ocean, as well 
as the time it would take him from his work and 
his family. 

Bishop McKendree, in common with many 
others, felt no little soiicitade as to the course this 
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General Conference would pursue in reference to 
several important measures. " The suspended reso- 
lutions," which were calculated to diminish very 
serioualy the authority of the EpiBcopaey, in the ap- 
pointment of the Presiding Elders and stationing 
the preachers, were expected to come up for final 
action ; but the subject had been so generally dis- 
cussed, and opposition to the measure had been so 
decidedly expressed by the Annual Conferences, 
that it was lost by an overwhelming vote. Indeed, 
many who, at the last General Conference, bad been 
inclined to favor tbese resolutions, after they saw 
the violent spirit which its leading advocates ex- 
hibited, and finding it was to be only the "entering 
wedge" of innovation, became alarmed, and with- 
drew their names and influence from the measure. 
Between 1824 and 1828, the spirit of innovation 
was strongly and dangerously exhibited in claiming 
the right of the laity to an equal representation with 
the traveling preachers in the Annual and General 
Conferences, A periodical, styled "The Wesleyan 
Repository," was started in Trenton, New Jersey, 
avowedly to agitate this subject, which soon be- 
came bitterly personal. The contributors were 
mostly anonymous, and the course pursued became 
so unpopular that its publication was discontinued. 
Shortly afterward another originated in Baltimore, 
styled the "Mutual Eights," advocating the same 
principles, which had the sanction and influence of 
a few traveling preachers, and of several well- 
known local preachers, as well as a good many lay- 
men. But, as in all such revolutionary 
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the more violent and factious spirits soon took the 
lead, drawing after them those not so fnlly imbued 
with their temper. It culminated in the expulsion 
of a notorious local preacher — Alexander McCane — 
who had published an outrageous attack upon the 
government of the Church, implicating and slander- 
ing its founder and fathers. Other erpulsions and 
withdrawals followed. A society of "Associated 
Reformers" and "Union Societies" were formed, 
and a convention was held in Baltimore in 1827, 
constituted of preaehera and laymen. Thus the 
line between, the friends and foes of the Episcopal 
form of our Church - government was distinctly 
drawn ; and, a memorial having been presented 
from this convention to the General Conference of 
1828, brought up the subject. Several members of 
the convention, who had been honored and useful 
traveling ministera, attended the Conference, who 
were invited to seats, and received appointments to 
preach. 

The chairman of the committee to whom the me- 
morial was referred — Dr. John Emory — brought in 
the report, which was read amid profound silence. 
It was such a document as few could write, exhibit- 
ing a thorough comprehension of the whole ques- 
tion, set forth in the simplest language, and in the 
clearest and most convincing manner. The points 
were distinctly made, and argued fairly, logically, 
and jn a conciliatory spirit. The writer watched the 
countenances of the Kev. Asa Shinn and of his con- 
frhre, the Ilev. "S. Snethen, who represented the 
convention, during the reading of this report, and 
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tbouglit then, as Tie does now, that they a 
it, and were convinced by its unanswerable argu- 
ments. But, alas ! they had too far committed 
themselves. Dr. Bangs deserves the thanks of the 
vphole Methodist Episcopal family for inserting it in 
full in his valuable "History of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church." The moment the reading of it was 
concluded, Mr. Shinn sprang to his feet, and pro- 
posed that five thousand copies be printed. Of 
course, the report was adopted by a vote nearly or 
quite unanimous ; and as it provided, upon reason- 
able terms, for the return to the bosom of the 
Church of those who had withdrawn, it was believed 
and hoped by many that thia would end any farther 
serions alienation; and, although this very desir- 
able result was not fully realized, yet this action of 
the Conference greatly tended to check the disaf- 
fection, and diminish the asperity of feeling which 
had, unfortunately, arisen. The "Appeal" to the 
Methodists in opposition to the changes proposed 
by the Reformers, by Dr. Thomas E. Bond, and the 
"Defense of our Fathers," by Dr. Emory, were 
timely and masterly vindications of the polity of 
the Church, and contributed much to the same end. 
May we not hope that now, after the lapse of more 
than forty years, when nearly all those who took 
part in this division, have passed away, with the 
prejudices and passions of the occasion, a reiinion 
may take place? 

Bishop McKendree was a close observer of those 
acta of the General Conference, and when he 
found that these perplexing and dangerous ques- 
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tiona had been adjusted with great unanimity, he 
thanked God and took courage. He had suffered 
much anxiety, and labored long for the great prin- 
ciples involved in these controversies, and when he 
saw them settled in accordance with his views, he 
felt reassured of the prosperity and permanency of 
his beloved Church. 

He also felt a good deal of solicitude as to an- 
other delicate and important question which came 
before the Conference. It was what is called "the 
Canada question." The case was simply this: 
"When our prcachcre had extended their work to 
the northern limits of the United States, they were 
invited into Upper Canada. They went and formed 
circuits and stations, and were requested to con- 
tinue and extend their labors. The question came 
up whether the Bishop had the right to appoint 
preachers to labor out of the limits of the United 
States, inasmuch as the Church only claimed to be 
"the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America," and Bishop Asbury disclaimed 
the authority to do so, and sent none but volunteers, 
with the understanding that it was done by agree- 
ment or compact between the Canadian brethren 
and our preachers. His successors took the same 
view, and acted conformably to it. But after awhile 
it was found that our preachers laboring there, 
were subjected to great disabilities; they were re- 
garded not as citizens, but foreigners, and could not 
celebrate the rites of matrimony even among the 
members of their own charges. Various other dif- 
ficulties grew out of the position which our p 
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era and members occupied, and prejudices natur- 
ally sprang up to limit the usefulness of our min- 
isters. Difficulties, too, occurred between our 
preacbers and tbe English Methodist ministers. A 
petition from our people there, borne by a delega- 
tion from the Canada Conference, was presented 
to this Genei'al Conference, stating these and other 
facts, and asking to be set off as an independent 
body, and the ordination of a Bishop for their work, 
A committee was appointed to consider and report 
upon the request. Dr. Emory and others, includ- 
ing the writer, were placed upon the committee, 
and reported in substance that, as our relation to 
the Canadian brethren was founded upon a compact, 
and not upon our right to organize and govern a 
Church in Canada ; and inasmuch as one of the par- 
ties to the agreement now asked that the compact 
be dissolved, the General Conference should agree 
to its dissolution, and consent that the Canada Con- 
ference organize and elect its own Bishop. And 
farther, that our Bishops, or any one of them, be 
authorized to ordain a Bishop for Canada whenever 
one shall be elected and presented for this purpose. 
The following extracts from the Journai of the 
Genera! Conference show the action of the body 
upon this subject : 

May 17, 1828, William Kyerson offered the fol- 
lowing resolutions, viz. : 

"Whereas, The Canada Annual Conference, sit- 
uated in the province of TTpper Canada, under a 
foreign government, have, in their memorial, pre- 
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Bented to ttia Conference the difficulties nnder 
which they labor in consequence of their union 
with a foreign ecclesiastical government, and set- 
ting forth their desire to be set off as a separate 
Chuveh-establishnient ; and 

"Whereas, This General Conference disclaims all 
right to exercise ecclesiastical juHsdiction under 
such circnmstances except by mutual agreement; 
therefore, 

Resolved hy the delegates of the Annual Conferences 
in Gen£ral Conference assembled, 1. That the com- 
pact existing between the Canada Annual Confer- 
ence and the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States be, and hereby is, dissolved by mu- 
tual consent, and that they are at liberty to form 
themselves into a separate Church-establishment. 

Resolved, etc., 2. That our Superintendents or 
Superintendent be, and hereby are, respectively ad- 
vised and requested to ordain such person as may 
be elected hy the Canada Conference a Superintend- 
ent for the Canada Connection. 

Resolved, etc., 3. That we do hereby recommend 
to our brethren in Canada to adopt the form of gov- 
ernment of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States, with such modifications as their par- 
ticular relations shall render necessary. 

Resolved, etc., 4. That we do hereby express to 
our Canada hrethren our sincere desire that the 
most friendly feeling may exist between them and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United 
States. 

Resolved, etc., 5. That the claims of the Canada 
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Couference on our Book Concern and Charter 
Fund, and any other claims they may suppose they 
justly have, shall be left open for future negotia- 
tion and adjustment between the two Connec- 
tions. G. R. Jones, 
MosEB Ckumb. 

The question on the first resolution waa decided 
in the affirmative — 104 for, and 43 agaiust it. 

The other four resolutions were, on motion, re- 
ferred to a special committee, to consist of five 
members. 

May 21st, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That the subject of the petition from 
.the Canada Conference be resumed; whereupon the 
resolutions, as reported by the last committee ap- 
pointed on that subject, were read. 

It was then resolved that the subject shall now be 
considered and acted on. 

Samuel H. Thompson moved, and it was sec- 
onded, that the resolution, as reported by the com- 
mittee, be adopted. The question being taken, it 
was decided in the affirmative, 108 voting in favor 
of adoption, and 22 against it. 

N. Bangs moved, and it was seconded, that the 
following be referred to the consideration of the 
same committee : 

That, if the Canada Conference should be set 
off, so as to become independent of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United States, the General 
Conference be recommended to make such altera- 
tion in the Constitution of the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church aa shall author- 
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ize the Board of Managers to make an appropria- 
tion, to a certain amount, of the funds of that insti- 
tution for the support of the Indian Missions in 
Upper Canada. And the motion prevailed. 

The principle involved in this decision is truly 
an important one. 

The following conclusions seem to follow from 
the action of the Conference in the premises, and 
the opinions expressed by leading members of the 
body: 

1. That the Church cannot rightfully claim eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction beyond her territorial limits, 
except by consent of parties. 

2. That therefore she has not the ri^kt to ordain 
a man for an independent or foreign Church, 

3. That the General Conference can authorize 
its Bishops to ordain a man for an independent or 
foreign Church, after he shall have been selected 
and presented by that Church, with the understand- 
ing that his functions are to be limited to that 
Church. 

4. That to "set off" a Conference as an independ- 
ent Church, and within its territorial jurisdiction, 
without the consent of the laity as well as the 
preachers, would be an unjust and dangerous pre- 
cedent, except, perchance, for moral cause, such as 
heresy, defection of morals and practice, after 
proper efforts to reclaim them. 

5. That it is competent to ordain and supervise 
men as missionaries in any country, and to continue 
to do so, even after the missions shall have been 
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organized into Conferencea, so long as it may be 
done by mutual consent — tbe absolute right to do 
so being another question. 

The writer does not say that these opinions were 
announecd ipsissimis verbis, by the Bishopa, Dr. Em- 
ory, Br. Bangs, and others; but he lays them down 
as his own deductions, from what was said and 
done, and is persuaded that they harmonized in the 
main with the sentiments of the Bishops and Con- 
ference. He doubts not they did with Bishop 
McKendree's. It will be seen that these views 
fully apply to a Church which, by its assumed and 
legal title, is limited to a specified territory, as "in 
tbe TJnited States of America." The expediency 
of omitting such a limitatioQ, and to what extent, 
if any, such a change of title would modify the 
deductions stated above, may be subjects ot reflec- 
tion. 

The Church of England has authority coexten- 
sive with the dominions of the crown, because it is 
" by law established ;" hut it required the consent of 
George III. and an act of Parliament to authorize 
her Bishops to consecrate Bishop "White for America, 
and then his functions were expressly inhibited aa 
to tbe possessions of Great Britain. As yet our 
country is free from a legalized ecclesiastical hier- 
archy. May it ever remain so ! 

The Bishops having failed to comply with the 
request of the last General Conference, to select and 
appoint a delegate to the "Wesleyan Methodist body 
in England, and having invited the Conference to 
make a selection and carry out this purpose, the 
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Conference proceeflod to elect one, and the "Rev. W. 
Capers was chosen. Dr. Capers was then in the 
prime of life. Hi8 •personnel was handsome and 
impressive, hia literary and theological attainments, 
his refined and dignified manners, and hia well- 
known abilities and earnest devotion to God and 
hia Church, conspired to render Mm well adapted 
to this responsible office, and vindicated hia pre- 
vious nomination by Bishops McKendree and Soule.* 

Dr. "Wilbur Fisk, who received the next high- 
eat vote, was considerably his junior, and conse- 
quently less known. He first came conspicuously 
into notice at this General Conference, and soon 
attained a very high and deserved reputation aa 
President of the Wesleyan University, a scholarly 
and able divine, as well as a lovely and liberal- 
hearted man. His reputation was based upon tal- 
ents of a very high order, and he was among the 
few who could rise above early impressions and 
prevalent prejudices, and take an enlarged and in- 
dependent view, with moral courage to act upon it. 
Methodism suffered a gi-eat loas in hia early death. 
But more of him hereafter. 

The fifth session of the delegated General Con- 
ference closed on May 24, 1828. It was a session 
remarkable for its general harmony, its rapid 
dispatch of buainess, and for the final settlement of 
several important questions which had long and 
deeply agitated the Church, ISo new member was 
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added to the Episcopal College, and it was thooght 
it was not necessary, and therefore would be im- 
proper. 

The following brief account of this session is all 
that the Bishop says about it: 

"On the 1st day of May, 1828, the General Con- 
ference was organized. The appearance and spirit 
of the members savored more of simple-hearted 
Christians than of determined controvertists. The 
suspended resolutions were taken up, and the vote 
taken without debate. They were voted out in a 
peaceable manner. The memorial from the local 
convention was treated in a formal and respectful 
mannef: upon examination, it was found the advo- 
cates for changes in the government were very few 
— not more, perhaps, than one in a hundred, if that. 
They were treated with lenity and tenderness. 
From the conduct of their representatives who were 
present, it was hoped the breach would be healed ; 
but it turned out otherwise, and time must declare 
the ultimate result. These eventful cases having 
been disposed of, the Conference concluded in 
peace. A few subjects of interesting importance 
were introduced, hut concluded peaceably." 

The General Conference of 1828 marked an his- 
torical crisis in the Church, and the preachers and 
members, who truly loved its old landmarks, felt 
like those in a vessel long buffeted by stormy winds 
and threatening waves upon a dangerous coast at 
last emerging into calm and open waters, and glid- 
ing smoothly and safely beneath a sky serene under 
a gentle and favorable breeze. Thus, it seemed, our 
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ecclesiastical ship had. weathered the tempest with- 
out serious damage to hull or sail, and the glad paa- 
Bongera looked back with gratitude and forward with 
hope. 

The Bishop's narrative proceeds: 

"From Pittsburgh I came in a steam-boat with 
many preachers to Mayaville. "With their help I 
formed a plan to visit the Churches as far as Mis- 
souri this sumnier, and return with the Conferences 
in the fall ; but upon farther consultation, they 
judged it altogether inexpedient, if not impractica- 
ble, for me to accomplish the undertaking : it waa 
therefore given up. Brother Tydings conducted me 
to Lexington, Kentucky; I attended the quarterly- 
meeting at Frankfort, and the Kentucky Confer- 
ence in Shelbyville, October 23, 1828 ; then a three- 
days' meeting on my way to Elizabeth town, where 
Brother Crist met me. Hitherto I have had the 
company and help of friends ; have preached con- 
siderably, and hope good has been done. "We 
attended a meeting at Bowling-green, at Fountain 
Head, a eamp-meeting at Carr's, Goose Creek, and 
another at Woodward's, At\;er this, Crist was taken 
with the fever, and declined going farther. My 
nephew, John McKondree, letl; his business, and 
carae to me at Smyrna camp-meeting. I was at a 
camp-meeting at Douglass's, one near Murfreesboro, 
a quarterly-meeting in N'aahville, and another camp- 
meeting near Shelbyville. Thence I set out for 
Georgia, crossed the Tennessee Eiver safelj', and 
reached the foot of Lookout Mountain; but having 
arrived there sooner than my friends, who were to 
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meetrae, expected,! placed my nephewattlie wheels 
to scotch the carriage, and undertook to drive it my- 
self. It was hard work for man and beast, and in some 
places dangerous. Indeed, the undertaking was ob- 
jected to as dangerous and impracticable by travelers ; 
but we surmounted the difficulties without any serious 
injury. After resting awhile, we began to descend 
the mountain, and met Brothers Goody and Scales, 
with a black man and a yoke of oxen, coming to 
take us up the mountain, having been informed by 
a traveler we were on the way. Wc rested at 
Brother Ross's on Friday, saw and conversed with 
the missionaries from Bminard, about fifty miles 
distant, and preached on Sunday to a small congre- 
gation of Cherokees: hope our labor was not in 
vain. In the evening we rode home with Brother 
Scales, a missionary from the Tennessee Conference. 
Mr, Koss and an old Indian were moved under 
preaching, for the first time, as their acquaintances 
said. Tuesday, Brother Scales set out with us for 
the place where the chiefs of the Nation were as- 
sembled in grand council. We visited an afflicted 
native woman on the way, and from the mannerwe 
were received, I hope she will make a happy end. 
"Wo lodged at the house of the Widow Hicks, a dis- 
ciple of the Moravian missionary. Next day we 
arrived at the 'Indian National Council;' preached 
to them Thursday night; on Friday, went to the 
missionary station and camp-ground, and preached 
to a large congregation. Saturday, rode to Mr. 

, and established a school. Here Brother Gun- 

ter, the interpreter, and Turtle Fields, the Indian 
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traveling preacher, met us. Sunday, we preached in 
the school-house to a considerable camber of peo- 
ple, Gunter returned to the Council, and Turtle 

Fields went with ua to Mr. , where we lodged 

that night, and accompanied us next day to Mr. 
Botts'a, on the Georgia Road. In the evening the 
neighbors were collected, and we held meeting. 
Tuesday, we left our friends, and set our for Geor- 
gia, in company with a man, his wife, and son, in a 
carriage, who were returning from a visit to their 
friendsinthe West to their home near Athens, Geor- 
gia, They had a tea-kettle and a coffee-pot, and 
we as well as they had provisions; so we fared 
pretty well. Through the day we were at home in 
our carriages, and at night in taverns. "We were 
ever received and treated kindly in the Indian Na- 
tion. In Athens, Georgia, we put up with Brother 
Asbury Hull, and preached there the last Sunday in 
October, 1828; and the first Sunday in November 
preached at the Cherokee Corner, at Lexington; at- 
tended a three-days' meeting at Greensboro, and on 
Monday a brother kindly took me in his carriage 
to Eatonton. I was unwell. Doctors visited me 
in the evening, and took a pint of blood: two 
hours afterward returned, opened the same orifice, 
and took another pint. Tuesday, I was feeble. 
Wednesday, I must needs he taken in a car- 
riage to the meeting-house, to be seen at least. 
There was a congregation, and I commenced speak- 
ing — forgot myself, and preached an hour — a feel- 
ing time. Thursday, I rode to Brother H.'s. 
Next day it rained — rode, in company with 
VOL, IL— 6. 
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Brother Hodgea, to a qrtarterly-ineeting at 'War- 
ren — preached twice. Thence I weat to Milledge- 
ville — put up with Brother Hodges — preached and 
viaited considerably — ordained Brother Olin. Kext 
went to Sparta — preached ; Powelton — preached ; 
preached at "Washington; crossed Broad Kiver; 
passed through Petershurg to Brother Remhert's, 
where I rested a day or two. In the fork of Broad 
and Savannah Bivera there is a considerable space 
without preaching. The land belongs to rich men, 
There are few white, hut many colored people. The 
gentlemen engaged to support a single preacher, if 
one could be spared. Prom Eembert's we crossed 
the Savannah at his ferry, his carriage and family 
going with na about eight miles, to a meeting- 
house, where I preached, ordained a brother, and 

lodged with Brother , lifext day I traveled, 

and preached in' town — stayed all night. 

Thence to Mount Ariel — rested Saturday, preached 
Sunday. Becrossed the Savannah, and proceeded 
on to Augusta, Georgia — attended their quar- 
terly-meeting. Stayed over the second Sunday, 
including Christmas — preached and visited consid- 
erably. Left Augusta December 27th — Saturday, 
got to Brother "Wade's. Here Bi-other Hill met us, 
and continued to Conference. Sunday I preached 
to a large congregation — an impressive time." 

Among the names mentioned in the above ex- 
tract of the Bishop's Journal, which deserve more 
than a passing notice, is that of one who attained a 
high and well-merited reputation for extraordinary 
talents, ability as a preacher, ripe scholarship, and 
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usefuliieas as an educator. The Bishop notes the 
fact that at Mill edge ville, Georgia, I^oveniher 20, 
1828, he "ordaineil Brother OHn." This waa 
the Eev, Stephen Olin, at that time, and for six 
years subsequently, Professor of Ethics and Bellea- 
lettres in Franklin College, Athens, Georgia, 

Dr. Olin was a native of Vermont, born 1797; 
graduated at Middlebury College, 1820, with a con- 
stitution shattered and ruined by excessive study 
in his aenioi- year; went to South Carolina for his 
health; taught an aeaderay in Abbeville District — 
Mount Ariel, now Cokesbury; was converted; be- 
came a Methodist preacher in 1822. In 1823, be 
was appointed Profeesor in Middiebury College, 
but declined it, because he would not become a 
Congregational ist. In 1824, he was admitted into 
the South Carolina Conference, and stationed in 
Charleston; but after six months' efficient labor, 
his health failed, and he was never afterward able 
to perform the duties of the pastorate in the regu- 
lar ministry. In 1826, he was elected Professor 
of Ethics and Belles-lettres in Franklin College, 
Athens, Georgia — i. e., the University of Georgia. 
In 1828, he married Miss Mary Ann Bostick, of 
Milledgeville. In 1833, he resigned his professor- 
ship at Franklin College, and in 1834, entered upon 
the duties of the Presidency of Randolph Macon 
College, Virginia, with L. C. Garland, Edward D. 
Sims, and Professor Duncan, as associates in the 
faculty. His health failing, he sailed for Havre in 
1837, and traveled extensively through Europe, 
Egypt, and the Holy Land. He lost his wife at 



HosmoD, Google 



124 LIFE AND TIMES OF 

Naples, in 1839. In 1840, be returned to the 
United States, and succeeded Dr. Pisk as Presi- 
dent of Wealeyan University, Middletown, Con- 
necticut, In 1846, he attended the meeting of 
the Evangelical Alliance, in Loudon, and in 1851, 
closed his useful and eventful life by a calm and 
triumphant death. 

Dr. Olin was gigantic in stature, mind, and 
heart — a great sufferer from nervous prostration — 
a profound thinker, a clear and elegant writer, and 
unsurpassed as a preacber. It is doubtful whether 
Methodism in America has ever produced a greater 
mind. He was a delegate to the Gteneral Confer- 
ence of 1844, wben the separation of the Church 
occurred, and expressed the conviction that it was 
inevitable, under the cireumstancea; and perhaps 
tew membei-s of that body deplored tbe necessity 
more ti'uly and deeply than did be. Indeed, such 
was his mental agony on that occasion, that he 
was compelled to leave the General Conference 
before it closed. He was one of the few truly 
great and good men with whom it has been per- 
mitted us to become acquainted. "We thought 
then, be should have imitated the example of 
Bishop Soule, in vindicating his claim to the high- 
est moral courage; but he did not think so, and 
we have long since concluded to let him judge for 
himself, and to love and respect most highly his 
precious memory. 

"When, in 1834, he became President of Kan- 
dolph Macon College, Virginia, he was associated 
in the Faculty with Langdon C. Garland, Edward 
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Drumgoole Sims, and Professor Duncan — each of 
them singularly adapted to the responsible task of 
instructing and training his charge to the highest 
intellectual and moral standard of education. Pro- 
fessor Garland succeeded Dr. Olin as President of 
Kandolph Macon College, and afterward beeanio 
President of the University of Alabama, and, upon 
the destruction by fire of its buildings, by Federal 
Boldiera, during the late war, accepted the Profes- 
sorship of Physics and Astronomy in the University 
of Mississippi, at Oxford, which he now occupies; 
in all which places and positions he has deservedly 
gained the highest esteem, as a profound scholar 
and superior instructor, as well as an earnest and 
working layman of the Church. The Eev. Edward 
D. Sims was for several years the intimate and be- 
loved friend of the writer, and his associate in the 
Faculty of La Grange College — then for some 
time a student in the universities of Germany, 
Upon his return to the United States, he became a 
Professor in Kandolph Macon College, and after- 
ward in the University of Alabama, where he sud- 
denly closed his life, regretted and respected by all 
who knew him, as a man of rare purity, learning, 
arid amiability. Professor Duncan, the veteran 
Professor of Ancient Languages, has left his im- 
press upon hundreds, as a thorough and successful 
teacher of ancient Greek and Homan literature, 
and bequeathed to the rejuvenated College a son, 
who worthily fills the position once held by Dr. 
Olin. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



McKiTidiee ■tt Augu'Jti — Savannah — Preaches to whites and 
blxi.LB — Cjnfereme at Charleston — Bishop Koberta absent — 
Not able t*i preside — Eeturna to Lyncliburg, to the Virginia 
Conference— To tlie Baltimore and Philadelphia Conferences — 
Thence through Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Kentucky, to Ten- 
nessee — Diugliss's Carap-mee ting— His voice — Conversion of 
a mute — Bishop Gearge's Death — Sketch — The Bishop's homes 
It Nishville J T Elliston's and H. E. W. Hill's— Down the 
MiS6ii''ippi Biier— The Colonel — His Plan — Liberia. 

"W^E lesunie the Bishop's Journal: 

''Thursday, January 1, 1829. — Preached to a 
number of the colored people, in presence of the 
whole family, in an apartment of the dwelling- 
house. The Lord was present. 

'^January 2d. — "We rose early, to start for Savan- 
nah, and were called to prayer and breakfast by 
candle-light; but I was taken so sick I was obliged 
to lie down. I lay until eight o'clock a.m., and 
set out without eating any thing. Brother "Wade 
took me fifteen miles in a remarkably easy carriage, 
"We accomplished our journey of thirty-odd miles 
before sunset, and reached Savannah next day. 
Here we stayed and preached two Sabbaths — 
through the week visited the brethren, met the 
society, and received visits. The Presbyterians 
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eeem disposed to be friendly with ua. Next week 
we left Savaunivh. Brother Hill aeeompanied us, 
by the Sisters' Ferry, through the Black Swamp 
Cireait, to Brother Lowery's. In addition to his 
own, he manages an estate of a wealthy planter 
who invites preaching among his colored people. 
There are several sueh men in this neighborhood. 
They wish their slaves to be instructed in the 
Christian religion. On Sunday we preached to a 
large congregation of white and colored people. 
Brother Hiil gave them a night-meeting. It is 
hoped our visit is not in vain. The way is opening 
to have the gospel preached to the slaves, 

"We arrived safely 'in Charleston on the 20th, 
and found the preachers, their families, and our 
brethren in health. We now had a few days to 
rest, and to visit the societies and friends. This 
is an agreeable and profitable part of a minister's 
duty. 

"Bishop Roberts was to have attended the Con- 
ference; we waited in expectation. On the 28th of 
January, the Conference began according to ap- 
pointment — Bishop Roberts not arrived." After- 
ward he adds, "He did not come at all." 

In reference to this Conference, and bis ability 
to preside, he saye: 

"Being the only Bishop present, the business 
necessarily devolved on me. Having received no 
information from either of my colleagues as to 
their absence, it seemed providential that I had 
come. I commenced with considerable confidence 
in my ability to perform the duties, but the expe- 
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riencG of the first day convinced me of ray utter 
inability to bear the labors of my office," 

This no doubt greatly mortified him, aa it evinced 
that his days of extensive travel and active useful- 
ness were nearly over. No one who has not been 
thus tried knows the feeling of sadness incident to 
such a state, l^o man ever felt more acutely this 
sensation than the good old Bishop. But he was 
not the man to succumb, and soon resumed his 
course. Quitting Charleston, he goes through 
Georgetown, Fayetteville, Raleigh — attending the 
North Carolina Conference— thence to Peterehurg, 
liichmond, and Lynchburg. Here he meets the- 
Virginia Conference. Thence he goes baeli to 
Kichmond, and proceeds to Portsmouth and Nor- 
folk, and from thence to Baltimore on the 14th of 
March, 1829. And after attending the Baltimore 
Conference, he goes through Philadelphia, to Tren- 
ton, New Jersey, and there attends the Philadelphia 
Conference Back again he travels to Baltimore, 
and goes thence to "Washington City, Hagerstown, 
Sharpsburg, and Uniontown — making one hundred 
and thirty miles in four days — to Barnesviile, Ohio, 
July 25th. And after attending the Ohio Confer- 
ence at TJrbana, and the Kentucky Conference at 
Lexington, he gets back to Nashville, Tennessee, 
and spends the winter of 1829-80 there. 

The Bishop confessed that the anxiety and labors 
of the G-eneral Conference fatigued him, and that 
his health was not so good at its close; and 3'et we 
have followed him through an unceasing tour of 
several thousand miles, everywhere preaching and 
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trying in every possible way to do good. His 
power of endurance and his moral courage were 
wonderful! 

The Bishop alludes to his having been at a num- 
ber of quarterly and camp-meetings during the 
Bummer and fall of 1828, in Tennessee. Several of 
them were in the N'ashville District, of which the 
writer was then the Presiding Eider. At Doug- 
lass's Camp-meeting there was an immense con- 
course, and the Bishop preached for me at eleven 
o'clock, September 7th, to at least six thousand 
people; and, although his voice seemed feehlc, yet 
was it so distinct and penetrating, and so perfectly 
silent was the vast crowd, that after the first five 
minutes he could be heard by all. In order to reg- 
ulate his voice properly, he requested me to take 
ray position near the outskirts of the assembly, 
and, by signals, let him know whether he could he 
heard ; and after he understood that he spoke loud 
enough, he continued in the same key to the close. 
He "was in his proper element, and preached with 
great logical clearness and spiritual power. 

The lesson was a valuable one to public speak- 
ers, teaching that the distance at which the voice 
can be distinctly heard depends not so much upon 
the volume of sound as upon distinctness of articu- 
lation.. Preachers often bring on a premature ruin 
of voice and health by not practicing upon this 
lesson, and some of them commit a species of 
suicide. If Bishop McKendree had not learned 
this lesson, his usefulness, and, perhaps, his life, 
would have terminated twenty years before he died. 
6* 
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An incident occurred at thia camp-meeting which 
interested him greatly. While he was preaching 
the eermon alluded to, there were sitting imme- 
diately before him, and near the pulpit, an intelli- 
gent and worthy family, by the name of Tullia. The 
father and mother were members of the Church, 
but one of the daughters was deaf and dumb. The 
family being in good circumstancea, ahe had en- 
joyed all the advantagea of education possible; 
had a sprightly mind and a fine peraon, but she 
■was not pious. Her attention was soon riveted on 
the venerable preacher, and she seemed to under- 
stand his speaking face and aignificant gestures. 
She became absorbed in thought and bathed in 
tears ; and, when mournera were invited, ahe arose 
and knelt. The Bishop, with her parents and 
friends, gathered around her, and offered prayera 
for her conversion ; and, after an apparently severe 
mental struggle, in which penitence and prayer 
were clearly indicated by her teara, her counte- 
nance, and her actions, she suddenly aroae, and 
with a face radiant with joy, embraced her parents 
and the venerable preacher. She was converted ! 

!Nor is this the only instance of the kind the 
writer has known. 

The Bishop attended several other camp and 
quarterly-meetings ■within the Nashville. District 
during tills year, at all of which, as well as at the 
writer's own home, he enjoyed the pleasure of hia 
society; and he can never cease to feel toward him, 
and Thomas L. Douglass, his father in the gospel, 
the profoundest respect and love. 
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The death of Bishop George occurred in this 
year. He was horn in Lancaster county, Virginia, 
1767 or '68; became a traveling preacher in 1790; 
was ordained Bishop in 1816, and died August 23, 
1838, at Staunton, Virginia. Having traveled two 
or three years in the Virginia Conference, at the 
call of Bishop Ashury for volunteers for South 
Carolina, he went there, and lahored in that State 
and Georgia four or five years. Finding his health 
much impaired by incessant labor and the sickliness 
of the climate, he returned to Virginia and located, 
believing he could not render efficient service, and 
feeling unwilling to become a burden on the Con- 
ference. Thus thrown out into the world sick, 
poor, and incapaciated for ordinary worldly busi- 
ness by his past excluBive devotion to his vocation, 
he "resorted again to his old alternative— school- 
keeping." Having despaired of being able to con- 
tinue in the itinerant ministry, he married a lady of 
"piety, industry, sympathy, and sincere affection," 
who died in 1816, leaving four children — one of 
them only a few weeks oM. He never married 
again. The field of his labors, as a Bishop, re- 
quired him to travel into Canada and through the 
TJuited States; and, during the twelve years of his 
Episcopate, he faithfully attempted to perform all 
his arduous duties. 

Parting with Bishop Hedding at the close of the 
"New York Conference, he started for Jonesboro, 
Tennessee, to hold the Holston Conference; and, 
having been taken violently ill of dysentery at 
Staunton, Virginia, after a few days of great suffer- 
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ing he breathed his last. He died not only re- 
signed, but willingly and joyously, exclaiming, 
" Glory to God ! " 

As a Christian, he was devout and holy ; a man 
of much prayer and strong religious feelings; as 
a preacher, he excelled in pathos. He preached 
'*in the demonstration of the Spirit and with 
power." "What he felt deeply ho spoke with great 
simplicity and sensibility. Having heard him re- 
peatedly, the writer can attest that he never heard 
any one who surpassed him as a pathetic preacher. 
At our first visit to a Conference in 1817, held in 
Franklin, Tennessee, he and Bishop Roberts at- 
tended, and ho preached at eleven o'clock on Sun- 
day, in the Methodist Church. His text was 1 
John V. 4, "This is the victory," etc.; and he had 
scarcely got through his exordium before he and all 
his hearers were in tears. It was indeed a "pathetic, 
powerful, and useful " sermon. His appearance, 
voice, and manner, as well as his matter, conspired 
to excite and overpower the audience. He was a 
weeping prophet. He wept, and everybody caught 
the spirit of the preacher. His way of removing 
the tears which blinded his small and deeply-seated 
eyes, by running his finger behind his spectacles, 
and uttering in soft and subdaed tones, "Glory!" 
was peculiar and impressive. He was low of stat- 
ure, with a broad chest, a short neck, large head, 
long, flowing hair turned back ; Ms face broad and 
short; his eyes twinkling like diamonds beneath au 
expansive forehead and heavy, overhanging brow. 

In private, as in public, he avoided ostentation, 
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and was simple and affectionate in private inter- 
course. He detested an assumed dignity, and won 
the respect and love of all with whom he had inter- 
course by his urbanity and unstudied dignity. .He 
was not a learned man; and his early literary oppor- 
tunities had most probably been confined to "the 
old-field schools " of Virginia ; but he had traveled 
much, mingled in the best society among our peo- 
ple in Virginia and Maryland, and spoke correctly 
and fluently. He had no fondness for office or 
notoriety, but was humble and strictly conscien- 
tious. 

As a Bishop, while he loved the Church, and 
strove to do his whole duty, yet his want of method 
and inattention to the rules of order, occasionally 
involved himself and the Conference in confusion. 
He wanted the administrative talent of the senior 
Bishop. Tiie latter had an aiialytical and remark- 
ably logical cast of mind. His office was to instruct, 
and to legislate, and to govern. The former, en- 
dowed with stronger feeling and more sympathy, 
carried by storm the citadel of the heart. They 
were both rare men, but differed in the spheres in 
which they moved and shone. McKendree, like 
Asbury, could read character, foresee the results 
of movements, and adopt means to frustrate or ad- 
vance them with remarkable astuteness and suc- 
cess. George, not so prescient nor such a tacti- 
cian, and more timid, was easily aff'eeted by his 
views of the apparent and present. Both were 
equally honest, and worked for the same ends. 
Bishop McKendree could have made a prime min- 
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later, or the king of a nation, and would have made 
it greater and happier. Biehop George was adapted 
to the rostrum of a popular assembly, and might 
have been a leader in a time of excitement. But 
they were holy men and Christ's ministers ; and 
therefore, while McKendree assisted to make a 
great Church out of a little one by his administra.- 
tive ability, George contributed to the same end by 
his impassioned pulpit eloquence. Bishop MeKen- 
dree's throne was the chair in Conference and coun- 
cil ; Bishop George's throne was the pulpit. Mc- 
Kendree taught, George moved his audience. Both 
excelled in their spheres ; both were necessary, and 
God gave both to the Church. 

It is worthy of note here that each of these Bish- 
ops was awakened and converted under the preach- 
ing of that great revivalist, John Easter, and were 
inducted into the ministry by Philip Cox. How 
many others became preachers and members of the 
Church through the labors of Mr. Easter, eternity 
alone will reveal. Let Methodists, and especially 
Methodist preachers, beware how they depreciate 
revivals; for if, in our pride of higher intellectual 
attainments, and our boast of colleges and univer- 
sities, our graduates and doctors of divinity, we un- 
dervalue and speak of them as merely sensatioTml 
and of transient influence, may not God curse us 
with spiritual barrenness, and leave us like pot- 
sherds, to strive with potsherds, without the aid of 
the Holy Ghost? 

During the winter of 1829-80, Bishop McKen- 
dree passed the greater part of his time in l^ash- 
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ville and its immediate vicinity. The residences 
of H. R. W. Hill and J. T. Elliston, where he had 
homes, and where every comfort and kindness 
which, in hia debility and sickness, he could need, 
were his principal places of staying. 

Both of these gentlemen deserve a passing no- 
tice. Mr. Hill was converted at Conference in 
Franklin, Tennessee, in 1817. His mother was a 
devout Methodist of the old "Virginia type ; and, at 
the time of his conversion, he was a clerk in a 
store. His business capacity was remarkable, and 
he accumulated a fortune by merchandising in 
iE^Tashville, and as a commission merchant in New 
Orleans. A crisis in monetary matters occurring, 
his house in New Orleans failed to the amount of 
about three millions of dollars, owing to his hav- 
ing entered into acceptances for planters, who did 
not meet their engagements. "Upon his return to 
his family shortly after his failure, he said to the 
writer, "I have lost every thing, and am in debt 
three millions — all is gone except my character and 
what Ihave given away." He lived, however, to pay 
his debts, and died a wealthy man ; but, notwith- 
standing his liberality, his cares injured his piety. 
He never stinted his benevolence. Not only did he 
affoi'd Bishop McXendree a home, hut when Bishop 
Soule came to the South, he gave him a comfort- 
able house and valuable little farm near Franklin, 
worth from three to five .thousand dollars. He 
liberally assisted in erecting an excellent house in 
Nashville for the occupancy of a Bishop, known 
still as the Bishop's bouse, in which Bishop Sonlo 



HosmoD, Google 



136 LIFE AND TIMES OF 

resided awWle, and where a worthy colleagne now 
livea. In New Orleans ho was equally generous, 
having, under the leadership of that princely lay- 
man, Hon. Edmund McG^ee, of Woodville, Missis- 
sippi, given ten thousand dollars at one time toward 
the erection of the McGehee Church. 

His wife was a sincere Christian lady, plain and 
devout. Both have passed from earth. 

Joseph T. Eiliston was also a man of fine busi- 
neaa talent, and, by foresight, tact, and economy, 
amassed a fortune, but never speculated, nor sought 
wealth by hazardous means. He was a plain, un- 
pretending man, of great prudence and common 
sense ; happy in his domestic and social relations, 
and always at work as trustee or steward for the 
benefit of the Church. He was the person to 
whom, principally, is due the honor of erecting 
the McKendree Church in Nashville, as well as 
the parsonage and Bishop's house. 

His excellent wife was in every respect a worthy 
helpmeet to her devoted and noble-hearted hus- 
band. They, too, have gone to rest. 

Is it not fit that an old friend, who has often en- 
joyed the hospitality of these laymen, should chron- 
icle their names in connection with the life of one 
who so often enjoyed their hospitality? For, al- 
though not preachers, they were truly their friends 
and comforters. And may we not trust that He who 
rewards "a e«p of water" given to a disciple, will 
not fail to reward those who give them food and 
shelter, and, like ministering angels, watch over 
them in ago and affliction ? "Without such friends, 
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what must have been the fate of many an old and 
feeble man, whose youth and strength have been 
spent in preaching the unsearchable riches of 
Christ ! Such deserve tQ, be classed with the house 
of Stephanas, who "addicted themselves to the 
ministry of the saints," 

In their quadrennial Address to the late General 
Conference, the Bishops made no suggestion as to 
the necessity of increasing their number; but in re- 
ply to an inquiry made by the committee, through 
8. Gr. Eoszel, as to the propriety and necessity of 
doing so, they said that if any more Confereneea 
should he made, it would certainly be necessary to 
strengthen the Episcopacy; whether it was neces- 
sary to elect any more unless this should be done, 
the Conference could judge. The four efficient 
Superintendents had evidently enough to do. The 
death of Bishop George had reduced them to three, 
and consequently their tasks were onerous. To 
contribute what he could to assist his colleagues, 
Bishop McKendree resolved to visit the societies 
and to attend as many Conferences as his health 
would aliow. 

In conformity with this purpose, he resolved to 
go South during the winter, and embarked on a 
steam-boat at H'ashville, From a letter to J. B. 
Finley, dated January 29, 1830, we learn that he 
was then "on the steam-boat Jl^ashviile, at the 
mouth of the Cumberland Eiver, to visit the 
Churches as low down as Now Orleans, and as ex- 
tensively as possible ; " that he expected to return in 
March; and that as soon as the roads would allow, 
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and he could procure suitatle assistance, he would 
visit the Churches in the West; that he bad writ- 
ten to his old friend Abbott Godard, to induce him 
to go with him to Illinois, upon a visit to his old 
friends — and he concluded it by sending his love to 
Brother Spencer, Brother Smith's family, his New- 
port friends, and especially to his heloved Brother 
Holliday. It appears that he stopped at Natchez, 
with Dr. Henry Tooley, and spent some time there, 
preaching and paying pastoral visits, and enjoying 
the company of W. "Winane, B. M. Drake, Thomas 
Clinton, B. Pipkin, and other valued and beloved 
friends. The greater part of his time was spent in 
iNew Orleans, where the necessities of the Church 
required his influence and counsels. He also paid 
a visit to Bayou Sara, and to "Woodville, Missis- 
sippi, where, in the family of his greatly respected 
friend and brother, Judge Edward McGehee, he 
was always a most welcome and honored guest. 
Thus passed away the winter. 

Upon this steam-boat trip to lHew Orleans, he 
had the company of A. L. P. Green, then associ- 
ated with James Gwin in the Nashville Station. 
The well-known genial temper and social qualities 
of Brother Green rendered him always a most de- 
sirable companion to the Bishop. He had a high 
esteem and reverential affection for Bishop McKen- 
dree, and to the close of the good man's life was 
his attentive, tender, and trusted friend. It was 
on this trip to New Orleans that the incidents oc- 
curred which are narrated in Dr. Green's admira- 
ble sketch of the Bishop, in the "Biographical 
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Sketches of Itinerant Ministers," edited by Dr. 
Summers, in 1858, I hope I may be pardoned for 
making th? following extracts from this work, 
whicl- jught to ho circulated throughout the whole 
jiothodist community. Dr. Green says: 

"I think, in the year 1830, while descending 
the Mississippi on a large steamer, crowded with 
passengers, the weather being cold, we were com- 
pelled to live in close community about the atove. 
The company was a mixed one— old and young, 
ladies and gentlemen — so that various subjects of 
conversation were up from time to time, until an 
old lawyer and politician, who no doubt mistook 
the Bishop's character in part, {thinking that the 
Church had made him Bishop on account of his 
goodness and lamb-like nature — never once sup- 
posing there was any of the lion in him,) con- 
cluded, no doubt, that he would make some capital 
by a controversy with him on Church-government. 
A greater mistake no poor man ever made, for the 
Bishop would have been his equal on any subject; 
and upon Church-government he was too strong for 
any one, for he had given to that subject extraordi- 
nary attention. Having been a little troubled in 
that direction in his youth, he had threshed, fanned, 
and sifted it with his powerful intellect for years, 
until there was not a comma, a crossed ( or a 
dotted i in the whole empire of Church-govern- 
ment which he did not have by heart and at his 
fingers' ends. The old Colonel commenced by 
saying to the Bishop, that he differed with him on 
Church-government; to which the Bishop answered, 
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'So, 80.' The Colonel, finding he had not got the 
Bishop to his liking, said next, that he thought 
the Bishops of the Methodist Chnrch had too 
much power. The Bishop answered by saying, 
that he wished he had more power than he had; 
that he once had power enough to travel around 
this continent in a year, but now he had hardly 
power enough to walk. This produced a laugh 
around the circle, which was any thing but com- 
fortable to the Colonei; so at once he commenced 
an argument against the government of the Church 
and the power of the Bishops. Finding that 
nothing else but a controversy would do him, the 
Bishop met him promptly, with a force tiiat evi- 
dently overpowered him. The Colonel rallied and 
came again to the attack, but was again routed, 
with great slaughter of his arguments. Next he 
attempted to escape without calling for quarter, by 
saying he had not words to express hia ideas, or he 
would make it appear very different. But the 
Bishop had determined that as nothing but a con- 
teat would do him, he would make him cry out. 
The Bishop repeated slowly the words of the Colo- 
nel — ' Words, words,' said the Bishop, 'to express 
your ideas! "Words,' said he, 'are the signs of 
ideas, and you cannot have ideas without signs. 
Now, friend,' aaid he, 'if you have any ideas that 
you have not conveyed, you have received and re- 
tained those ideas by a certain set of signs. They 
may not be the beat signs for the purpose; but do 
you use just such signs as you have, and I will un- 
dertake to understand them. Now,' said he, 'use 
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yonr signs,' and dropped hia head. All sat in per- 
fect silence for half a minute, waiting for the signs 
lo be given; but not one word was said. The 
Bishop then looked him fiei'celj in the face and 
said, with a manner of earnestness not common to 
him, 'Use your signs,' and another pause ensued — 
and to the poor Colonel it was an awful pause — 
but no signs were given. Then said the Bishop, 
'Friend, you are mistaken; it is the want of ideas.' 
I felt too badly for the poor Colonel to laugh ; but 
the sympathies of the circle were with the Bishop, 
and the controversy closed with a burst of laughter 
at the Colonel's expense. After awhile, when the 
Bishop and myself retired to the state-room for me 
to read to him, (which he requested me to do at 
stated periods,) I said to him, 'You treated that 
gentleman too badly.' He answeretl by saying, 
'Let him let me alone,' " 

From Kew Orleans he wrote to the Book Agents 
at New York: 

"I intend to stay here some ten or twelve days, 
then take steam-boat for Bayou Sara, then land 
and visit the Churches aa eutensively as I can, to 
Natchez, then go by steam-boat to Nashville by the 
last of March. From Nashville I intend to resume 
my course of visiting the Churches, through the 
lower part of Kentucky, Indiana, and Blinois; 
thence return, with the Conferences, from the 
"West across the mountains, and visit the Atlantic 
States and Conferences, From Philadelphia, where 
Brother Emory left me last spring, I set out to 
visit the Churches through Virginia, Pennsylvania, 



HosmoD, Google 



142 LIFE AND a;iMES OF 

Ohio, Kentnclcy, and Tennessee, where I expected 
to take up my abode for the winter, I liave at- 
tended three Annual Conferences and ten or twelve 
quarterly-meetings. I have aeen great and very 
good times, and rejoiced in the prosperity of Zion. 
For want of a eteam-boat, I failed to attend the 
Mississippi Conference." 

Thus his soul could plan and his zeal could dare 
to try and execute; but hia strength enabled him 
to effect a part only of his programme of labor. 

Having concluded the object of hia tour to Mia- 
sisaippi and Louisiana, he returned in the early part 
of the spring, and was at his brother's on the 20th 
of April, 1830. There he received a respectful and 
affectionate letter from hia old friend and fellow- 
laborer, Abbott Qodard, regretting his inability 
to accompany him, as requested, on account of hie 
poor health. He then again called on J. B, Crist 
to go with him, who, in hia usual kind and respect- 
ful manner, readily consented. Preparations were 
soon made, and he started to visit and preach at 
popular meetings and in towns through the West. 
About this time he received an official communica- 
tion from the Board of Managers of the Miasionary 
Society, through their' committee, (8. Merwin, 8. 
Luckey, and James L. Phelps,} calling his attention 
to the subject of a mission in Africa, and suggest- 
ing Liberia as a suitable site for such an establish- 
ment, and promising "the means for such mission 
or missions.". The writer is fully aware that for 
eighteen years, at least, the Bishop had been anx- 
iously looking around for the men and means to 
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send the gospel to Africa; and he received the 
letter with high gratification. The result, and the 
mission oT the lovely and lamented Melville B. 
Cox to that benighted region, and his heroic and 
untimely death, will appear hereafter. 



HosmoD, Google 



LIFE AND TIMES OJ 



CHAPTER VII. 

Begins his tour in 1830, in feeble health— Frionda protest — Breaks 
down at Joneshoro — Keturna — Discontinues his Diarj — In 1831 
stnrts again — Spends the winter in Baltimore — General Confer- 
enoe of 183^— Bishops' Address — Action of the General Con- 
fei-enoe as to Bishop McKendree — J- 0. Andrew and John 
Emory elected Bishops — Sli etches — Emory as President, 

"When Bishop McKenclree started, in the spring 
of 1830, to accomplish his proposed campaign of 
pastoral duties, it was evident to others, as it was 
presently to himself, that he was physically itnahie 
to endure the labor of so great an enterprise. He 
was no longer the Jupiter of our ecclesiastical sys- 
tem, the largest and brightest in the Episcopal 
train, and sweeping along a vast orbit, but, like 
Mcreurj', moving in a smaller circle, seldom seen, 
but ever near the sun. Instead of making the tour 
through the "West, South, and East, as he had pro- 
posed, he had to confine himself to a small part of 
the "West during the spring and summer; and even 
that was effected in great pain and weariness. In 
October, however, he was present at the Kentucky 
Conference, in Russellville. It seems that he had 
not yet fully made up his mind to relinquish his 
cherished project, and it required the earnest and 
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repeated proteeta of his old friends to dissnade him 
from attempting it. At last, however, he consented 
to a comproniiBC. He was to cross the Cumberland 
Mountains, attend the Holaton Conference, at Ebe- 
nezer, Greene county, Eabi Tennessee, November 
4th, and thenee travel east, if his strength should 
allow, across the Alleghanies; but should he find 
himself greatly exhausted, he agreed to return from 
Ebenezer to Nashville. The tour began. Slowly 
and painfully he journeyed over the mountains, for 
about the sixtieth time; and before he reached the 
seat of the Conference, he could neither get in nor 
out of his carriage without assistance. Frequently 
he had to be carried in the arms of others — his sym- 
pathizing and faithful traveling companion, J. E. 
Crist, being often constrained to shed tears over his 
precious and suffering charge. Yet he complained 
not, except occasionally by an iuvoluntai-y, half- 
suppressed moan. No murmur escaped his lips. 
Upon the second day of the session he arrived, 
pale, haggard, and utterly exhausted. The preach- 
ers were struck with amazement and admiration, 
and gathered around him, some in tears and some 
with smiles. He was confined to his bed nearly 
the whole aeasion — visiting it hut once, and hut 
for a few minutes. But it still required the ear- 
nest advice of his friends to divert him from hia 
proposed tour. At last he yielded, and with tears 
welling in his eyes, aald, "I approve your judg- 
ment, and submit." 

Sad, sick, and very feeble, the good old Bishop 
began the return tour soon after the close of the 

VOK TI.—7 
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seaaion. He conM not -venture to remain there dur- 
ing the winter, already setting in. He was at the 
base of the highest niountaiu range in the "United 
States ; and the long and severelj' cold winter must 
greatly aggravate bia asthmatic and rheumatic com- 
plaints. It was death to stay, and little less to go, 
The distance was nearly four hundred miles, over 
as raountainoua and rough a road aa could be 
found. He had accomplished nothing by coming, 
except to convince hintself that the circle of his 
future movements must he a constantly diminishing 
one, with constantly increasing pain. Yes, he had 
doubtless learned also that it ia both duty and pleas- 
ure, "In age and feebleness extreme," to be able to 
say, "Thy will be done!" 

iteerossing the Kolichueky Itiver, and passing 
through Greenville, and down the Valley of the Hol- 
ston to Knoxville, and thus on, and over the moun- 
tains, and down to Nashville he came, reaching his 
brother's about Christmas. "Who can imagine what 
that trip cost him, when motion itself was weary- 
ing, and every root, and rut, and rock over which 
the carriage jolted, was an instrument of agony ! 

The Bishop was accustomed to keep a diary for 
each year—some portiofls are loat, but others have 
assisted in tracing his footsteps and delineating his 
character. "We have no such traces during this ei-a 
of his aniferings — not a line from his own pen. He 
seemed to act on the principle that his bright days 
and active labors for the Church should be scored 
down and remembered, but that days of sadness 
and suffering should be left unrecorded and unre- 
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mombered. The fact is, from the spring of 1830, 
no regular diary has been found. 

From his return home to the ensuing spring he 
remained in winter-CLuarters, not venturing to go 
far, nor taxing liia strength very much, having bo- 
come convinced that unless he could get stronger, 
he could do but little in future. Of course he 
preached, and visited in the neighborhoods of his 
temporary residences, as he had opportunity. This 
prudent course revived him considerably; and, in 
the spring of 1831, he went forth again. His 
course was through Kentucky and Ohio, passing 
over the mountains ia the fall, and spending the 
winter in Baltimore, staying principally with his 
old friend, Dr. Henry "Wilkins. Throughout this 
tour he, as usual, attended quarterly and other 
meetings, and preached frequently 

The following letter from Dr. Emory was re- 
ceived at this time : 

New York, April 17, 1832. 

Dear Bishop: — Tour favor of the 14th instant 
reached me last evening, I am much gratified to 
learn that you will visit us on the 20th instant, and 
will meet you with a carriage at the boat. 

Permit rae to add that a large and beautiful new 
church of ours, in a central part of this city, is to 
be opened on Friday next, 20th instant, at four 
o'clock P.M., the opening sermon to be preached by 
Brother Fisk, of Middletown, and one in the even- 
ing by Brother Merwin. A joint committee of the 
trustees and preachers have requested me to supply 
the pulpit on the first Sabbath morning, viz., the 
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22d instant, at half-past ten o'clock, with the privi- 
lege of inviting any other person to supply my 
place at my discretion; and knowing, as I do, the 
great satisfaction it would afford to have your 
services on that occasion, I beg that you will have 
the goodness to accept the appointment and allow 
me to have it announced, (as may very conven- 
iently be done on Friday evening,) that you will 
preach there, the Lord willing, at that time. A 
line from you, by return of mail, signifj'ing your 
assent, will very much oblige me. Should you be 
too much fatigued to write yourself, some friend 
will do it for you on your dictation. 

It maybe proper to inform you that our Mission- 
ary Anniversary is to be on Friday, the 27tli in- 
stant, at five o'clock p.m.,' and not on the 25th, 

With great respect, very affectionately yours, 
J, Emorx. 

In the latter part of March, 1832, ho passed from 
Baltimore to Philadelphia, and lodged with his old 
and long-tried friend, Pr. Thomas Sargent, where 
unremitting and affectionate attention was ever 
shown him by the kind and amiable family. 

The General Conference of 1832 began, as usual, 
on the 1st day of May, in Philadelphia: 223 dele- 
gates had been elected by the 23 Annual Confer- 
ences, viz.. New York, 20; New England, 14 
Maine, 11; New Hampshire and Vermont, 11 
Oneida, 12; Genesee, 6; Pittsburgh, 11 ; Ohio, 15 
Illinois, 7; Holston, 8; Kentucky, 13; Missouri, 3 
Tennessee, 13; Mississippi, 7; Georgia, 12; South 
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Carolina, 9 ; Virginia, 14 ; Baltimore, 17 ; Phila- 
delphia, 18; and Canada, 3. After the organization 
of the body in the usual manner, the Bishopa pre- 
sented their Address, and it was referred to appro- 
priate committees. This Address congratulated 
the Conferences that the troubles and dangers 
which had threatened the peace and prosperity of 
the Church had nearly passed away; that, whilst 
these troubles had elicited a more general and 
careful attention to the economy of the Church, 
the result had been a clearer conviction of the ex- 
cellency of our polity, and especially of the ef- 
ficiency of our itinerant system ; and conaeq^uently, 
peace, harmony, and reciprocal confidence had been 
greatly increased and confirmed. They therefore 
enggested that the chief business of that assembly 
was to preserve this state of things, and to devise 
measures for the more extensive and efficient oper- 
ation of that system which has been so remarkably 
BUccessful. 

The attention of the Conference was invited to 
the subjects of missions and temperance, with vari- 
ous other topics, particularly to the necessity of 
"strengthening the Episcopacy in view of the death 
of Bishop George and the enlargement of the 
work." 

Bishop McKendree was greatly delighted with 
this representation of the condition of the Church, 
and of the peaceful and harmonious indications in 
the Conference. 

Bishop McKondree, having been solicited to 
I the funeral-sermon of Bishop George and 
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preside at the ordination of the Bishops elect, de- 
livered an appropriate and impreaaive eermon on 
May 25, 1832. 

The following extract from the Journal of the 
General Conference of 1832, shows the action of 
that body conformably to a lleport of the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy in relation to Bishop McKen- 
dree's work and compensation for the next four 
years : 

Philadelphia, General Coaferonco, May 24, 1832. 

In consequence of the age and increased infirmi- 
ties of our venerable and beloved Bishop McKen- 
dfee, it is recommended that his present relation 
be continued, and that the sum of $250 be allowed 
him annually for extra expenses, and to defray the 
traveling expenses of a traveling companion, and 
^100 for the allowance of said traveling companion, 
and that he be authorized to draw this amount from 
the Book Concern. 

"lie was too feeble to attend constantly the ses- 
sions, but oeeasio&ally would be seen walking up 
the aisle and taking a seat by the side of his col- 
leagues, but would remain in the room a short time 
only. His last visit to the Conference was made 
the day before the adjournment. Having remained 
as long as his strength would allow, he arose to re- 
tire. He was but too conscious of his approaching 
dissolution to expect ever to meet his brethren 
again in another General Conference. Leaning on 
his staff, his once tall and manly form, now bent 
with age and iniirmity, his eyes suffused with tears, 



HosmoD, Google 



BISHOP m'kendrbb. 151 

hi3 voice faltering with emotion, he exclaimed, 
'Let itll thiuga be done without strife or vainglory, 
and try to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bonds 
of peace. My brethren and children, love one another.' 
Then spreading forth his trembling hands, and 
raising his eyes to heaven, he pronounced, in falter- 
ing and aflectionate accents, the apostolic benedic- 
tion. Slowly and sadly he left the house to return 
no more." * 

The whole assembly rose and stood till he disap ■ 
peared. It reminded the writer of Joshua's fare- 
well to the assembled elders and people of Israel 
at Mount Bphraim : our Moses had departed in 1816, 
and now his successor takes his last, fond look at 
"the heads of the tribes"-— his old and tried fellow- 
soldiers on many a moral battle-field — and bids 
them adieu! 

In compliance with the suggestions of the Bish- 
ops and the Report of the Committee on the Epis- 
copacy, the Conference proceeded to elect two more 
Bishops; and James O. Andrew and John Emory 
were elected on the firat ballot — the former by a 
vote of 140, the latter by 135, out of 223 votes cast. 

The two persons elected to the Episcopacy, were 
eminently fitted for the office. James 0. Andrew 
was about thirty-eight years of age. He was ad- 
mitted on trial in the South Carolina Conference 
in 1812, and had faithfully and usefully filled 
many important appointments in South Carolina 
and Georgia. He was in the prime of life, and of 

*Larftbee, p. 228. 
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a spotless reputation, both as a man and a minister, 
In his private and social intercourse he was cordial, 
sincere, and affectionate ; and as a preacher, he was 
earnest, strong, and useful, grasping his subjects 
firmly, and often presenting his thoughts with pecu- 
liar force and efi'eot. His strong common sense, 
combined with his piety, intelligence, and un- 
doubted devotion to the Church, pointed him out 
as a suitable man for the office. How he has fal- 
lilled its duties, we must let his future biographer 
tell. He still lives as the superannuated senior 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
honored and beloved by all who know him, as a 
man and a Bishop, without guile or reproach. 

John Emory was a native of Queen Anne county, 
Maryland, born 1789. He received a classical edu- 
cation, and devoted himself to the study of the law 
with ardor and success. Before he had reached 
his majority, he obtained license as a lawyer, and 
soon secured an honorable position in his profes- 
sion. His parents were Methodists, and belonged 
to the best class of the community. He joined the 
Church at seventeen years of age, and entered the 
itinerant ministry, in the Baltimore Conference, in 
1810. In person, he was below the medium height, 
thin, not weighing over 120 pounds. His features 
were indicative of intelligence, benignity, and 
though tfulness. His manners were easy, grave, and 
always dignified. His early classical and profes- 
sional training had developed a mind naturally 
clear and vigorous. His piety was steady ; bis sense 
of duty strong. In debate, he seized upon the point 
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at issue at once, cleared it of all extraneous verbi- 
age, and discussed it logically. Such was the esti- 
mate placed upou his character and abilities, that 
he was sent, in 1820, as a representative of the 
Church to the British Conference, and in 1824 was 
elected Book Agent with !N"athan Bangs. Mr. 
Emory had filled every position with great pro- 
priety and succesa, and brought to the Book 
Agency the very highest capacity for the manage- 
ment of that difficult work, and, in association with 
his laborious and worthy colleague, effected great 
and useful results. Take him all in all, as a schol- 
arly and thoroughly trained mind, he had no, su- 
perior in that General Conference, He had there- 
fore rare qualifications for his office. This was 
tested severely immediately after his consecration. 
It is a custom, which would be "more honored in 
the breach than in the observance," to place the 
newly-elected Bishop in the chair the first session 
after his ordination. In Bishop Emory's case this 
happened to be the closing session of the body. It 
was moreover a night-session, the members were 
impatient, had arranged to leave early next morn- 
ing, and there was a great deal of unfinished busi- 
ness and some perplexing matters to adjust. I 
think I never saw a General Conference session 
which threatened to bo more difficult to control, and 
I truly sympathized with our Episcopal novitiate 
when the elder Biahopa placed him in the chair that 
night. But, to the surprise of all, he had not oc- 
cupied it five minutes before there was perfect 
order. He was calm, self-possessed; understood 
7* 
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thoroughly the "Rules of Order," and applied 
them promptly, impartially, and to the admiration 
of all present. Thus a great amount of business 
was dispatched quietly and intelligibly ; delicate 
questions were settled ; notices given ; and late at 
night the largest body of our ministers which had 
ever convened in the United States, adjourned in 
good order, to meet in Cincinnati, Ohio, May, 
1836. It was the most harmonious and conserva- 
tive session held since the organization of the dele- 
gated body in 1808. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Bishop Emory's visit to the South — His death — Hia letter to 
Bishop McKendree— Both died tho same year— Bishop MoKen- 
dree takes final leave of old friends— Gets hack to Tennessee on 
a bed In. a carriage — Letter from Bishop Morris— Dr. Adam 
Clarke's letter — Melville B. Cos — His account of himself— Goes 
. as missionary to Liberia — Dies. 

Bishop Emory returned to New York the day 
after the close of the General Conference^ and the 
writer having a lady in charge, had the pleasure of 
hia company. He had known him for eight years, 
but had not been much with him, except in General 
Conferences and committees, and was much pleased 
with his aft'able manners and gravely genial spirit. 
Upon arriving by steam-boat at the IiJ"ew York 
wharf, there was as usual a great crowd, and a rush 
of hack and cab-drivers for baggage and passengers. 
The Bishop advised me to stand by our baggage 
until he should select a conveyance, and then we 
must take it, and leave the management of the hag- 
gage to him until he should come to us. When all 
was ready, we were surprised to see him get in too, 
and order the driver to carry us to a certain private 
boarding-house. It was nearly night, and we knew 
that his family resided out of the city, and remon- 
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etrated agaiust his taking tho time to accompany us 
out of hia way. He persisted, introduced and com- 
mitted us to his friend, and then left for his own 
home, promising to call on us at our tar-distant 
Southern homo "some day." This promise he 
made good during hia only tour to hold the South- 
ern Conferences, greatly to our surprise and gratifi- 
cation ; for late one afternoon in 1833, who should 
ride up to our home in La Grange, Alabama, hut 
the Bishop ? lie had traveled on horseback pretty 
much alone the whole distance from his house to 
Alabama, and was m route to the Mississippi and 
Louisiana Conferences, With us he tan'ied and 
rested about a week. "Knowing hia peculiar tem- 
perament, and that he could not sleep unless al! was 
silence and darkness, he was domiciled in a retired 
room, and at night all his firo was extinguished, the 
doors and windows tightly fastened, and the utmost 
quietude was enjoined — even the watch-dog was 
interdicted from barldng. While here, he wrote 
out his plan for a four-years' course of study instead 
of two, with various other important suggestions 
upon this and kindred subjects, as explained in his 
letter to Bishop McKendree, written at this time 
and place. He visited and preached for us, and the 
writer went some distance with him when he left. 
His visit taught us to love him deeply : we had re- 
spected and admired him before. 

The ensuing year (1835) he was thrown from his 
carriage, and was found on the turnpike near Balti- 
more, bleeding and dying. Then the Church suf- 
fered a great loss, and we mourned over his early 
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death as for a brother beloved. The writer has per- 
petuated his name ia his own family, and his mem-. 
ory in hia heart. 

The following ia his interesting letter to Bishop 
McKendree, just referred to above: 

La Grange, Ala., October 28, 1833. 
Dear Bishop: — If your health will allow it, as I 
hope it will, I beg your consideration of the follow- 
ing thoughts, and your judgment on them, at your 
eonvonienee. 

It has long been my conviction that our course 
of study for young preachera ahould be the same ui 
ffli? the Confereneea ; that it should be more simple 
and Methodistical than it has been iu some of them 
— the indispensable books being such as all the candi- 
dates can everywhere and at all timca obtain^and 
the raeasurea for examination to be more efficient. 
A sketch of this sort may he found in the course 
proposed by Bishop Hedding and myself to the 
Philadelphia Conference in April last, and very 
unanimously adopted. It is contained in the Chris- 
tian Advocate and Journal of May 10th ; and though 
it was drawn up in haste amid the business of Con- 
ference, yet I beg leave to refer you to it as an out- 
line of what I propose for the present, subject to the 
improvements of experience and time. The course 
is there divided into two yeara in reference to the 
present rule for admission into full connection ; but 
I shall hope that we may agree to recommend to 
the next General Conference the extension of it to 
four years in reference to graduation to the full 
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powers of eldership; by whicli means also the 
course may he made more comprehensive, aud 
elders be trained up who will be prepared to ad- 
vise and examine others on doctrine, discipline, 
and government, as well as on language, history, 
geography, etc. The necessity for anch a uniform 
course of study of the same standard works for both 
traveling and local preachers — as you will presently 
see my plan embraces — appears to me the most ob- 
vious, not only from the mere fact of the great an- 
nual increase of our members spread over so great 
an extent of country, but also from the multiplica- 
tion of books and the many speculations which are 
issued from the press — whether our own or others 
— through the periodicals or otherwise. I propose, 
also, that the committees of examination be always 
appointed at the Annual Conference preceding; 
that each member of the committee be informed on 
what particular branch of the course he will be 
expected to examine; that the candidate be re- 
quired to meet the committee in the morning of the 
day before the sitting of the Conference; that the 
members of the committee be in pari changed annu- 
ally, so as to circulate the work of examining 
through the Conference, and thereby to excite the 
older members to study in order to prepare them- 
selves for this duty; and also that we ourselves in 
the General Superintendency, on whom the effect- 
ive administration rests, make ourselves familiar 
with the course as fer as may be convenient — which 
may the more readily be done when it shall be the 
same in all the Conferences — attend the examina- 
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tions when practicable, and give such advice and as- 
sistance as wo may judge expedient; thereby ex- 
citing both the candidates and examiners to greater 
dihgenee, promoting uniform views and practice, 
acquainting ourselves personally with the qualifica- 
tions of those whom we have to station, and on 
whom to lay hands, not to mention the improve- 
ment (which I feel much the need of myself) which 
we ourselves may derive from being present on 
these occasions, and thus assisting to teach. 

And now in reference to the local order — the 
great nursery for the itinerant connection — why 
may we not, through the Presiding Elders or other- 
wise, recommend to all the Quarterly-meeting Con- 
ferences to require attention to the same course of 
study, suitably divided, on the part, for example, 
of all those applying for license to preach, or for 
renewal of license, or recommendation of orders, or 
to travel, that they shall, in these respective cases, 
have previously acquainted themselves with such a 
part of the course as shall have been prescribed? 
This, in the first place, will tend to cheek the licens- 
ing of wholly unfit persons and the recommending 
of such either for orders or to travel; and, in the 
second place, local preachers who had previously 
gone through this uniform course of training, would, 
in case of their admission into the traveling connec- 
tion, find their subsequent progress easy; and the 
way would be also thus prepared for a future en- 
largement and improvement of the course. Indeed, 
I see no reason why the Annual Conferences and 
the Quarterly-meeting Conferences, by consent, on 
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our advice, might not now act on these principles, 
preparatory to the establishment of some such uni- 
form and efficient measures by the General Confer- 
ence. In ail cases of cominittees for examining 
local preachers on the course, I should think it de- 
sirable that one or more of the preachers of the 
circuit or station should be of the committee, and 
that the Presiding Elder should be present, and 
give his advice or assistance as he might judge ex- 
pedient — in the same manner as is proposed to he 
done by the Bishops in the case of itinerant preach- 
ers — thus securing or promoting, as far as practica- 
ble, a harmony of views and practice between our 
two great ministerial hodies. One other great 
point which I have much at heart, believing it 
vitally important for the preservation of our econ- 
omy, and to both spiritual and temporal prosperity, 
is, the effecting of a greater uniformity in the ad- 
ministration of discipline throughout our wide- 
spread charge. In this I fear there is not only in- 
creasing neglect, but great variety, if not contrari- 
ety: as a preventive, or a remedy in part, I think 
of proposing to the Bishops — 

1. That we severally keep a record of all decis- 
ions made by either of us, and of all those of a 
general nature made hy any Annual Conference 
which we may attend, and that we communicate 
them to each other at the close of our respective 
rounds of Conferences, or oftener; that we may 
sustain each other when we agree, or endeavor to 
convince each other and come to an agreement 
when we differ. 



smaoy Google 



BISHOP m'kencreb. 161 

2. That we direct the Presiding Elders to keep a 
record of all of their decisions and thoae of any 
Quarterly-meeting Couferencea which they may at- 
tend, and to furnish us with a copy when they meet 
ns at oar respective Annual Conferences, 

3. That all preachers in charge be directed to 
coiiault their Presiding Elders in all cases of diffi- 
culty or doubt, and the Presiding Elders, in cases 
of dif&culty or doubt to them, to consult the Bishop 
most convenient; and if we ourselves individually 
doubt, to consult each other by letter, giving such 
temporary instructions in the meantime as we shall 
judge most prudent. I bad once indeed thought 
of proposing that one of ua be designated to whom 
all such communications should be made in the in- 
terval of Conferences, and that one to communicate 
with the rest in cases of difficulty at such time as 
he should judge proper. This would obviously 
throw on such an individual great labor, and I am 
not sure whether it would be the best plan ; yet, if 
any one of the Bishops be willing to take it, I 
should heartily concur, or should even be willing to 
render any service in this way in my power, if de- 
sired, rather than to fail in the object. 

4. That the Bishops agree to meet always seve- 
ral days (perhaps a week would be little enough) 
previously to each General Conference, then and 
there to discuss al! points remaining unsettled 
in our proper province; by which means also 
we would be better prepared to make such far- 
ther recommendations as we shoald judge re- 
quisite. 
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With best wishes and prayers for your health and 
happiness, Yery affectionately, 

J. Emory. 

P. 8. The Conferences which I am next to attend^ 
the Lord willing, will be at Natchez, Mississippi, 
K"oveniber 13th ; Montgomery, Alabama, December 
11th; "Washington, Georgia, January 8th ; Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, February 5th ; after which, to 
Baltimore ; and shall at all times be happy to hear 
from you, and to receive your counsel, or any sug- 
gestions which may occur to you. J, E. 

The foregoing letter, whatever opinions there may 
be as to some of his suggestions — and the writer is 
free to say he sees no serious objections to any of 
them — exhibits strongly the characteristics of this 
great and good man's mind. Many of his sugges- 
tions have been adopted in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and, it is believed, in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, also. In thinking of Bishop 
Emory, and of his equally talented son Kobert, and 
of their early death, the exclamation involuntarily 
rises to our lips, Why, O why, were such men taken 
so soon away ? We must wait for the answer until 
the day of judgment. Until then, we must how 
with submission to the providence of a wise and 
good God. 

The death of Bishop MeXondree and Bishop 
Emory occurred in the same year — 1835 — the 
former, like the evening star, slowly and majestic- 
ally sinking below the horizon of a cloudless sky; 
the latter, as if 
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Tlie brightest star in all the trnin, 
The glory of night's diadem, 
should rush from the meridian, and become sud- 
denly extinct. But they are not extinct — they have 
risen in another hemisphere to shine /or ever! 

"The General Conference of 1832 havjiig closed, 
the senior Bishop took an affectionate leave of his 
friends, and especially of the preachers, expecting 
to see them no more until .he should meet in the 
heavenly city." With mingled emotions of sorrow 
and joy, this final farewell was uttered — they "sor- 
rowing most of all for the words which he spake, 
that they should see his face no more;" and th^t, 
however white the wide-spread harvest-field might 
be, the arm that had swung the sickle so long and 
so efiectively, was now palsied hy age, and the voice 
that had rung its clarion shouts of "Onward!" to his 
fellow-toilers in the glorious work, was like the 
daughters of music brought low; the doors were 
being shut in the streets, the sound of the grinding 
was low, the almond-tree flourished, the grass-hop- 
per was a harden, desire failing, and man was going 
to his long home. On his part, doubtless, there 
were tears, and sorrow, too ; but could we look into 
the depths of his heart, we should find that this 
sorrow was not on account of youthful pleasure- 
gone, nor for declining health and strength; still 
less for cares, and toils, and sufferings endured, but 
rather that he could work and suffer no longer for 
Christ's sake. 

Returning to Baltimore, he spent a few weeks 
enjoying the society of many endeared to him by 
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long yeara of ChriBtian love and fellowship ; then 
turning hia face to the West, "he crosses the Alle- 
ghany Mountains, which he had so often crossed in 
weariness and aflietion before, for the laat time. 
Passing through the western part of Pennsylvania, 
the north of Virginia, the States of Ohio and Ken- 
tucky, he at laat reached his friends in Tennessee. 
In the latter part of this journey it became neces- 
sary to fix a bed in the carriage on which he might 
lie down, being too feeble to sit up." 

In connection with the foregoing^ and as illustra- 
tive of the feelings entertained hy the members of 
the General Conference, as well as of the Church 
generally, toward the Bishop, I hope I violate no 
courtesy which will not be conceded, by inserting 
. the following letter from the Key. Thomas A. Mor- 
ris, now senior Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, long the loved and trusted friend of Bishop 
McKendree, as also of the writer: 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Feb. 27, 1833. 
Bishop McKendree: — Perhaps when we parted 
ill Philadelphia, I shook hands with you for the last 
time in the land of our pilgrimage, but am not 
without hope of seeing you in peace when the re- 
. deemed shall be called home. You have had your 
day of toil, peril, and warfare, but it is nearly gone 
by; and now, while you retire from the fie!d to 
recount your campaigns, toils, and victories, it must 
be a source of much consolation to lift up your 
eyes, look eastward, westwitrd, northward, and 
southward, and behold the land possessed by your 
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brethren and children in the gospel. "What won- 
ders Grod has wrought in these ]attor days ! 

The hiatoi-y of our Church in this place the pres- 
ent year, if carried out in all of its parts, -would be 
somewhat remarkable. Three of our local preach- 
ers have died, and many of our members. During 
the cholera, we lost, by removal, etc., two- hundred, 
which reduced us far below twelve hundred. But 
we had more than all this to diaeourage us. . . . 
Yet God was with us, and this was enough. The 
worlc began to appear in October, among the breth- 
ren first, and then the wicked. It gradually in- 
creased, until Brother Maffitt came on the last of 
November, which formed a new erisia in the his- 
tory of a revival that has now become both deep and 
wide. Seven hundred, at least, have now been 
regularly admitted on trial, and I risk nothing ia 
saying, more than five hundred souls have been 
"born again." Many of the old members have ob- 
tained the full, flowing evidence oiferfeci lave. Class- 
meetings are feaata of joy among us, and Zion puta 
on her "beautiful garments." Infidelity, in its va- 
rious modifications, has sufiered much from this 
work, but the Church is greatly strengthened, both 
in graces and members. The work still goes on, 
and we hope to realize a thousand new members in 
this station the present Conference-year. Glorious 
revivals are now in progress in many of the towns 
in Ohio. May the swelling tide roll on and increase 
until the glory of God shall cover the whole earth! 

I trust, Father McKendree, that amidst all of 
your earthly sufferings, you hold on to the shed- 
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anchor, aud when your heart and your flesh shall fail 
you, may God be the strength of your heart, and 
your portion for ever! 

Your obedient son in the gospel, 

Tho. a. Mokris. 

As there had been an interchange of delegates 
between the British and American Methodists at 
the two preceding General Conferences, it was 
hoped that as we had sent one in 1828, (Dr. 
Capers,) another would be sent by the British 
Conference to the General Conference of 1832; 
and as it was greatly desired by Bishop McKen- 
dree, as well as by others, that Dr. Adam Clarke 
should visit us, it appears that certain well- 
known ministers wrote him a letter, inviting 
him to visit the United States, The following 
highly interesting reply is found among the Bishop's 
papers: 

To Messrs. J. Emory, B. Waugh, N. Bangs, I". Hall, and George 
Suokiey : 

Gehtlbmbn and Keverend Eketiisen: — Having 
been absent in the West of England for a con- 
siderable time, your letter did not reach my hand 
till some weeks after its arrival. Your kind in- 
vitation to visit the United States was gratifying to 
me, and had I been apprised of your intention a 
few months earlier, I should most certainly have 
enfleavored to meet your wishes; and hy doing so, 
I have no doubt I should have been both gratified 
and profited. But the warning is too short, and I 
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am engaged so far, both to England and Ireland, 
in behalf of our missionary cause, that I cannot 
by any substitute redeem those pledges. I had 
proposed also to have visited the Zetland Isles, if 
possible; but as I had not pledged myself to 
the voyage, I would have waived my purpose in 
favor of America — to visit which I have been 
long waiting for an opening of Providence. I 
might add, -that I should have wished to have 
had the appointment of our Conference for the 
voyage. 

Now, although I feel a measure of regret that I 
am disappointed in this wished-for visit to the 
American continent, yet I am far from supposing 
that there may not he a providential interference 
in the way. I am, as no doubt you have already 
learned, an old man, having gone beyond threescore 
years and ten, and consequently not able to perform 
the labor of youth. You would naturally expect 
me to preach much, and this I could not do. One 
sermon in the day generally exhausts me; and I 
have been obliged, for several years, to give up all 
evening preaching, as I found the night air to 
be peculiarly injurious to my health. My help, 
therefore, must have been very limited, and in 
many cases this would be very unsatisfactory to 
the good people of the United States. This de- 
ficiency, I grant, might be supplied by an able as- 
sistant, who might be inclined to accompany me; 
hut even this would not satisfy the eye or ear 
of ciiriosiiy. But, as the journey is now impracti- 
cable, these reflections arc useless. 
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I respect and wish well to your State, and love 
your Church. As far aa I can discei'n, jou are 
close imitators of the original Methodists, (than 
whom a. greater blessing has not been given to the 
British nation since the Eeformation,} holding the 
same doctrines and acting under the same disci- 
pline; therefore have you prospered as we have 
prospered. There is no danger so imminent both 
to i/ou and us as departing ffom our original sim- 
pliciiy, in spirit, in manners, and in our mode of 
worship. As the world is continually changing 
around us, we are liable to be affected by those 
changes in oui" manners and in our mode of wor- 
ship. "We think, in many eases, we may please 
well-intentioned men better, and be more useful to 
them, by permitting some of the more innocent 
forms of the world to enter into the Okurck: when- 
ever we have done so, we have infallibly lost 
ground in the depth of our religion, and in 
its spirituality and unction. I would say to all, 
Keep your doctrines and your discipline — not only 
in your Church-books and in your Society Rules : 
preach the former, without refining on them; ob- 
serve the latter, without bending it to circum- 
stances, or impairing it by frivolous exceptions 
and partialities. 

As I believe jour nation to be destined to be the 
mightiest and happiest nation on the globe, so I 
believe that your Church is likely to become the 
most extensive and pure in the universe. As a 
Church, abide in the apostolic doctrine and fellow- 
ship. As a nation, be firmly united; entertain no 
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petty differences; foto% abolish the slave-trade, (if it 
be not yet done ;) abhor all offensive wars ; never pro- 
voke even the puniest, and never strike the Urst blow. 
Bueourage agriculture and friendly iraffie; cultivate 
the scimees and arts; let jMrning have its proper 
place, space, and adequate share of esteem and 
honor. If possible, live in peace with all nations; 
retain your holy zeal for God's cause and your coun- 
try's weal ; and, that you may ever maintain your lib- 
erty, avoid, as its bane and ruin, a national debt. I 
say to you, as it was said to Eome of old:* 



Tu regere imperio populo, Romane, n 

Hfe tibi emntai-tes; paoisque imponere morem, 

Parcete sabjeetis et "debellare superlios. — Virgil. 

But whither am I running? "Will it be a suf- 
ficient excuse to allege, "The zeal of your Itouse 
hath eaten me up"? Truly, truly do I wish you 
good luck, in the name of the Lord ; and therefore, 
with my best prayers for your civil and religious 
prosperity, and hearty thanks to each of you indi- 
vidually, for the handsome and honorable manner in 
which you have framed your invitation, I have the 
honor to be, gentlemen and reverend brethren, 
your obliged humble servant and most cordial well- 
wisher, Adam Claekb. 

Ilaydon Hall, Middleaes, February 6, 1832. 

Melville B. Cox, a member of the Virginia Confer- 
ence, who had been stationed in the city of Kaleigh 

" Ths appropriateness of this quoiatLon, in its application to the 
Uiiitod States, as well as itsmorak, may bo questioned. 
VOL. II.— 8 
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in 1831, and was a reserve-delegate to this General 
Conference, volunteered to go as a missioniiry to 
Liberia, on tho western coast of Africa, and having 
been accepted and appointed, attended the General 
Conference on his way to hia distant and dangerous 
field of labor. In mind and heart he aeemed ad- 
mirably adapted to this enterprise, while some 
thought hia health and constitution too frail for it. 
Great admiration and much sympathy were excited 
in his behalf. He was a very promising, intelli- 
gent, and lovely man, in the prime of life, and full 
of heroic Christian zeal. Bishop McKeudree, feel- 
ing a lively interest in the man and the cause, re- 
quested him to give in writing the incidents of hia 
life, especially hia conversion and religious experi- 
ence. The following ia his answer, written when 
on his way to embark for Liberia : 

■ Pliila<5elphia, May 28, 1832. 
Reverend akd Dear ^Father: — Below are the 
data of my Christian and miniaterial experience, 
which you were pleased so kindly to inquire after, 
Though my life can have been of little or no conse- 
quence in this world, save that I love and am try- 
ing to serve God, still, the interest which prompted 
the inquiiy by one so venerable in age and so high 
in the government and confidence of the Church, I 
assure you, is very grateful to my feelings. That 
the God whom you serve may bless and be with 
you, that he may particularly sustain and comfort 
you under the infirmities of age and the care of all 
the Churches, and that your life may long be pre- 



HosmoD, Google 



BISHOP m'kendhee. 171 

served to us Jind to the world, ia my eineere wiali 
and ardent prayer. 

I am now thirty-two years old. I was bom in 
naiknvell, Maine, November 9, 1799. In 1818— 
the Ist of July, I think — I found peace in believing 
and joy in the Holy Ghost, while alone in the 
woods, pleading for mercy in the last language of 
hope, if not in despair. In a few weeks after I 
joined a email class of Methodista, and from that 
time to this my name has been among them. Early 
in 1820, during a gracioua revival, I took charge of 
a class, and on December 17th of the same year 
I preached my first sermon. In March following, 
I was licensed as a local preacher hy the Kenne- 
beek District Conference, and immediately com- 
menced traveling under the Presiding Elder. At 
the Bath Conference of 1822, I was received on 
trial and put in charge of Exeter Circuit. I trav- 
eled, as an effective man until May, 1825, when I 
was taken sick, and was left that year as a super- 
numerary, with but little prospect of recovering. 
In 1826 and 1827, I was superannuated — passing 
the winter of 1826 and the spring of 1827 in Mary- 
land and the lowlands of Virginia, where I have 
remained until now, except the last year, in North 
Carolina. In 1828, I located, and took charge of 
"The Itinerant." In 1830, finding myself about a 
thousand dollars poorer than when I commenced 
my editorial labors, under deep family afflictions, 
and with lungs too sensitive to endure the cold, I 
left Baltimore for a more Southern climate. The 
kind manner in which I was received by my Vir- 
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ginia brethren, and an anxiety once more to tie in 
the traveling connection, induced me to join that 
Conference, and, live or die, once more to try to 
preach to sinners. As yet I have no cause to regret 
it. It has been a year of greater profit to my soul 
than any I have ever experienced. I have suffered 
much, but enjoyed more. Some souls were con- 
verted, and my own more filled than for years. 
"God was with us." At present, I am in peace. 
Death looks pleasant to me, life looks pleasant to 
me, labor and sufferings look pleasant to me, and 
last, though not least, Liberia looks pleasant to me. 
I see, or think I see, resting on Africa, the light 
and cloud of heaven. I thirst to know that 
the winds of heaven are wafting me there. I 
pray, at least, that my frail body may enrich the 
soil. 

Very affectionately and Chriatianly, your son in 
the gospel, M. E. Cos. 

On the 9th of March, 1833, he arrived at Liberia, 
and immediately began his labors. He found many 
members, class-leaders, and preachers, and organ- 
ized them into a branch of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. He planned three missions and an 
academy at Monrovia, On the 29th of March, he 
held the first camp-meeting ever held in Africa, 
But in less than five months from the time of his 
arrival he died, and his body rests in the soil of 
Africa. Nevertheless, he laid the foundation of a 
great mission, and vindicated his sincerity by pre- 
scribing as his epitaph, "Let a thousand fall, 
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before Africa be given up." Alas! twenty-five 
white missionaries had died of the clinaate, or fled 
from it with ruined health, in seventeen years, 
while only four colored laborers had died in the 
same time. 
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CHAPTER .IX. 



McKendree attends the Teanesaee Conferenee ia Pulaaki, 1833 — 
Bishop Roberts failed to get there — Bishop McKendree unable 
to preside — His substitutes — Meteoric shower — He appoints T. L. 
Douglass Presiding Elder — Sfeetch of him — Bishop McKendree' s 
address to his colleagues — ^His sermon— Keturna to Nashville 
exhausted — Preaches — Resumes his Journal — Watch-night — 
Starts to New Orleans, January 1, 1834 — Hia account of the 
tour— At Tiekshurg— C. K. Marahall — At Natchez— Judge 
Edward McGehee and the Rev- John 0, Burrusa — Dr. Tooloy — 
"Slight paralysis" — His letter to the Rov. F, A, Owen — Re- 
tumis to Tennessee^IIie last camp-meeting and interview with 
"ffm, Burke — Ilis last Conference at Lebanon, Tennessee, 1834 
— Rec[uested to prepare his biography — Hia reply — Last doou- 

So utterly debilitated was the Bishop by his long 
and painful journey fromPhiladelphia to Tennessee, 
after the General Conference of 1832, that a con- 
siderable period of repose was necessary before he 
could begin to move about; but, aa usual, rest and 
kind nursing after awhile revived him, and in the 
latter part of the spring of 1833, and throughout 
the remainder of the year, he exerted hia utmost 
ability in preaching, visiting, and attending quar- 
terly and camp-meetings. In August, 1833, he 
attended at Saunders's Camp-ground an interesting 
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earap-meeting, and, of course, preached. His kind 
hostess, Mrs. H, K. W, Hil!, met him there, and 
carried him to his home in her house at H'aehville. 
There, besides the kindest attention, he could enjoy 
frequent religious privileges, and the society of his 
friends — EUiston, Garrett, his old fellow-laborer, 
Gwin, another firm and devoted friend, A. L. P. 
Green, whose fine social qualities and reverential 
attachment to the Bishop always made him an 
agreeable companion, I". E. Pitts, and Thos. L. 
Douglass, upon whose fidelity, sound judgment, 
and love of primitive Methodism he ever relied 
with nnshaken confidence, besides many others, 
who always made bis stay in that vicinity moat 
agreeable. 

The Tennessee Conference met in Pulaski, No- 
vember 6tb. Bishop Roberts was expected to pre- 
side, but he was taken ill in East Tennessee, and 
did not get to Conference. Bishop McEendree ar- 
rived, but was 80 feeble and afflicted that, after 
opening and organizing the body, he despaired of 
being able to attend effectively to the duties of his 
ofliee. Indeed, he was in bed moat of the session. 
Ho informed the Conference of his inability to at- 
tend to the onerous detail of the business, and es- 
pecially in making the Appointments, and that he 
would select two men who must act for him, subject 
to his general Supervision ; claiming, especially, the 
selection of the Presiding Elder and the arrange- 
ment of the Districts. He then named Lewis Gar- 
rett and the writer as his substitutes. The session 
closed on tlie 15th. It was a long and laborious one. 
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On the night of Tuesday and Wednesday, the 
12th and 13th November, occurred the memorable 
meteoric shower, which is admitted to have been 
the most magniiieent ourecord. The Bishop's sub- 
stitutes and cabinet had been engaged to a late 
hour, and the writer had just fallen into a profound 
sleep, when he was aroused by loud calls from 
without. Upon going out, the most glorious scene 
was preseuted. The heavens were illumined by 
countless meteors. Some seemed small, gliding 
down like snow-flakes; others were like great fire- 
balls : a few of these separated into fragments, 
leaving long and luminous trains behind. Look 
wherever you might, the whole hemisphere was full 
of them. It was literally a great shower of meteors. 
The display began before midnight, increased until 
three or four o'clock a.m., when it became surpass- 
ingly grand, and continued, with little if any dimi- 
nution, until day-break. Many displays of this 
kind are recorded, dating back to A.D. 902 ; the 
most remarkable of which was that seen by Hum- 
boldt and Bonpland, at Cumana, in South America, 
on the night of the 12th and 13th of November, 
1799 — the time of the writer's birth. He had just 
been reading the account given by these savants 
of that shower, and their speculations upon the 
nature of these bodies, their source, and the height 
of our atmosphere; and his first thoughts upon 
witnessing the scene of 1833, were as to these 
speculations. The meteors of 1799 were observed 
from the Equator on the south, over North Amer- 
ica to Greenland and Labrador, and on the other 
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Bide of the Atlantic to Germany; and from their 
bearing and course at difi'erent points, their eleva- 
tion was computed to be 1,419 miles. The display 
of 1883 was seen over all the United States, the 
West India Islands, Mexico, and Canada, and their 
source, as computed by Professor Olmstead, of Xale 
College, could not have been less than 2,238 miles, 
and consec[uently was far beyond our atmosphere. 
Astronomers now, I believe, agree that they ema- 
nate from a nebulous body which revolves around 
the sun, and intersects the earth's orbit periodically. 
Their nebuloua character is inferred from the fact 
that, though they seem to fall toward the earth with 
great velocity, none of them ever reach it in a solid 
state, but are so dissipated that nothing is found to 
discover their nature. It is also supposed that there 
are several such bodies, or streams, which period- 
ically intersect the orbit of our planet; and that 
the most brilliant displays are seen while passing 
through the densest group of these streams. Mete- 
ors are not to be confounded with aerolites. 

There was considerable religious interest in Pu- 
laski at the time, and this awfully sublime phenom- 
enon startled and impressed the people very greatly. 
The less-informed believed " the stars were falling," 
and the dayof judgment had come. Prayers, shouts, 
and screams arose in many places of the town. 
Several preachers had asked to be located the previ- 
ous afternoon : next morning all withdrew their re- 
quest except one. Some one observed in the Confer- 
ence, "While the stars seemed falling last night, I 
thought what a pity it would be to locate on the eve 
8* 
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of the judgment!" About forty professed con- 
version, and joined the Church. After a long ses- 
sion, the Conference closed on Ifovemher 15th. 

The Appointmenta having been completed, ex- 
cepting the Presiding Elders, the list was presented . 
to the Bishop, when the incident occurred alluded 
to in Dr. Green's sketch of Bishop McKendree ; and 
as it exhibits the delicate and responsible nature of 
this office, as well as his fitness for it, it may be 
properly introduced : 

Thomas L. Douglass had long been known as 
singularly adapted to the Presi ding-eldership. He 
was a model preacher, well-versed in the history, 
doctrines, and usages of the Church, administered 
the Discipline admirably, and dearly loved Method- 
ism. Owing to a fall from his horse, he had been 
disabled, and had not been effective for four years; 
but hia health had improved considerably, and at 
this Conference he became effective. A prejudice, 
however, had arisen against him, both among some 
of the preachers in the Conference and some of the 
stewards in his former District, simply and exclu- 
sively because he insisted that in the distribution of 
the " Con fere nee- collections," and the "quarterage" 
on the circuits, the law of the Church gave to every 
legal claimant his pro rata share ; and that in neither 
case had the stewards the right to constitute them- 
selves a "committee on necessitous cases," aud di- 
vide the funds at their discretion ; that if a preacher 
was rich, this did not affect his lawful claims, and 
that he preferred to he the almoner of his own 
money. He admitted that the Conference oould 
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appoint a committee on "necessitous cases," who 
could appropriate such funds as might be obtained 
for thia purpose; but the money raised according 
to the Discipline ia not of this kind, and therefore 
by right belongs to the regular claimants. In thia 
he was undoubtedly correct; but, on account of 
those views, there was aaid to be opposition to his 
being sent to his old District as Presiding Elder. 
Bishop McEendi-ee, no doubt, understood it all, and 
coincided with Douglass as to the law of the Church, 
yet was distressed because by appointing him to the 
District he would seem to disregard the wishes of 
the stewards, and in rejecting him, would not only 
lose the best man for the position, but appear to 
sanction a departure from the rule of the Discipline. 
After revolving the subject anxiously and maturely, 
he felt it his duty to appoint Mm to the of&ce. In 
this he certainly did right, and his decision was 
fully vindicated ; for Brother Douglass was contin- 
ued on the District during four years, with increas- 
ing popularity and usefulness. Then, full of yeara, 
and weighed down with infirmities, he retired from 
the effective ranks which he entered in 1801. In 
1843 be closed his life in peace, honored for his tal- 
ents and usefulness, and loved for his many virtues. 
"While at the Tennessee Conference, Biahop Mc- 
Keudree dispatched to each of his colleagues the 
following document, giving his views of the rights 
and duties of ministera, and the proper manner of 
trying members according to the Discipline and 
Scripture. It was addressed to the Bishops, and if 
they approved of it, to the preachers generally. "We 
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do not know whether the other Bishops concurred 
in his views, nor whether it was ever submitted by 
them to the Annual Conferences. It presents his 
matured views, and was his last attempt to briug 
about a consistent and uuiforai administration of 
the Discipline in the premises: 

Beloved Brother: — In passing through our 
work here and there, our attention ia frequently 
arrested and called to notice the course pursued 
in the administration of discipline ; and we appre- 
hend there is a danger, in some instances, of a de- 
parture from the spirit and letter of the rule, both 
to the injury of individuals and the work generally, 
"We have therefore thought it advisable that some- 
thing be done, both to preserve the execution of 
discipline in its purity, and to maintain uniformity 
of procedure throughout our societies ; and as the 
.Bishops are responsible for a correct administration 
of the government, it would seem to us that it is 
our business to unite in such a course as will have a 
tendency both to correct errors and abuses, and 
harmonize the views of our preachers on this all- 
important subject. In view of this object, the ac- 
companying Address has been drawn up, for the 
purpose of being presented to the preachers in the 
Annual Conferences, There may be some things 
needing correction not noticed in this Address, but 
those which are mentioned are, to us, very evidently 
of high importance. They are submitted to you 
for inspection and concurrence. Explanations of 
this kind cannot bo given with propriety or anthor- 



HosmoD, Google 



BISHOP m'kendbee. 181 

ity, in the intervals of General Conference, except 
from the Episcopacy; and we shall be greatly 
strengthened and sustained therein by consulting 
and knowing that old men and inm of experience ap- 
prove and concur with us in those things. 

"With continued prayers to Almighty God that he 
may prosper and bless you in all your labors in his 
vineyard, we remain, as ever, yotir brethren in the 
lovG and fellowship of the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

To the preachers and 'bretiireu whoao diitj it may be to eseoute 
the discipline of our Church: 

Deakly beloved in the Lobd : — It Is admitted to 
be tliG glory of Methodism that it is virtually the 
same in every part of the world ; our doctrines are 
the same both iu Europe and America ; our diaei- 
plino the same throughout the United States; and 
the execution of discipline, or the administration 
of the government of the Church, ought to be the 
same throughout the societies. In this respect, 
however, we have found considerable difference of 
sentiment and practice, owing, it is presumable, to 
the different circumstances and situation of things 
in different sections of our widely-extended field of 
labor. It is therefore thought proper that a short 
explanatory view of our rules, for conducting the 
trials of preachers and members in our Church, 
should be presented to you for the all-important 
purpose of preserving and maintaining, if possible, 
a uniform practice among us, in every respect, con- 
formable to our excellent system of discipline. 
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As the grand object of the gospel is to save men, 
consequently the design of gospel discipline ia to 
convict, reform, and fit them for happiness, and not 
to destroy or render thejn subjects of misery. In 
the execution of discipline, punishment or expul- 
sion is the last operation consequent upon man's 
continuance in unbelief and crime, and this is a 
painful work to the administrator. "When our Lord 
pronounced sentence against the Jewish nation, he 
wept. Lulie xix. 41-44. 

St. Paul suffered much persecution from the 
backslidden Corinthians, but he persevered in the 
exercise of gospel-discipline, by applying the doc- 
trines of justice to convict, and mercy to encourage 
a return to reformation, until he succeeded and 
triumphed in their salvation. (See Ist and 2d Epis- 
tles to the Corinthians.) 

In conformity to this view of gospei-diseipline, 
our rules and regulations are carried into operation, 
with the explicit understanding that crimes are di- 
vided into two classes: The first comprehends all 
such as are "expressly forbidden in the word of 
God;" (see Discipline, p. 68;) and to this class 
only is the act of puniahnient or expulsion ex- 
tended in the first instance of the exercise of dis- 
cipline. The second class of crimes comprehends 
neglect of duties, etc. {See Book of Discipline, p. 70.) 
In all such cases, the first step in the exercise of dis- 
cipline is private reproof, given by some one having 
the charge over the supposed offender; and if there be 
an acknowledgment, etc., the person is to be borne 
with. On a second offense — that is, on the crime 
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being repeated — one or two faithful fiienda are to 
be taken, and if the person be not then cured, the 
case- ia to be brought before the Church, as the Dis- 
eipUne directs ; and if there be no sign of real hu- 
miliation, he must bo cut off. And when a person 
ia clearly convicted of such a crime or crimes, 
nothing short of expulsion will satisfy the rule, un- 
less there be such a manifestation of genuine re- 
pentance and humiliation as will justify the exten- 
tion of pardon to the offending person; in such 
case, the connection between crime and its punish- 
ment is dissolved. Such eases may possibly oeenr, 
and when they do, much care and prudence ia nec- 
essary to guard the Church from reproach and in- 
jury, and, at the same time, save the offender. In 
all cases of the second class of crime, the first and 
second stepa ought to be taken previously to bring- 
ing the offender before the Church, and the contin- 
ual intention should be to "save a soul from death" 
and the Church from reproach, and influence of 
bad example consequent on holding persons guilty 
of crime in fellowship. James v. 20; Jude 20-25. 

The Discipline, when rightly understood, in con- 
nection with the nature of our Episcopal govern- 
ment, very clearly points out the mode of trial to 
he pursued in regard to the different grades in the 
ministry, and also the private members ; and there 
are some important principles closely connected 
with the administration of discipline which should 
never be forgotten. 

A Sishtyp, or Superintendent, having the general 
oversight of the spiritual and temporal concerns of 
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the Church, is, of course, authorized to attend to 
auy and all matters, email and great, in the execu- 
tion of discipline. 

A Presiding Mlder, who is, in fact, the agent of 
the Bishop, is, in virtue of hia appointment, author- 
ized to exercise Episcopal authority within the lim- 
its of hie District, {ordination excepted;) conse- 
quently, it is his business, when present, fully to at- 
tend to every part of the execution of discipline. 

The assistant preacher is indeed the Presiding 
Elder's aid, and has the more particular oversight 
and care of the circuit or station to which he is ap- 
pointed. (See hia duties as contained in the Dis- 
cipline, p. 39.) 

The helper is one placed on a circuit or station, 
with the assistant, and is under his direction in 
any thing he may do in the execution of discipline. 

The class-leader is restricted to bis own class; 
and, if active and zealous, may do mneh for G-od and 
souls in keeping up order and discipline therein. 

It should never be forgotten that the privileges 
of our ministers and preachers of trial, by a com- 
mittee and of an appeal, and the privileges of our 
members of trial before the society, or by a com- 
mittee and of an appeal, are sacredly guaranteed to 
them by the Constitution of our Church. 

The great object of committees is to attend to 
complaints or charges in the intervals of Confer- 
ences, and thereby rescue the character of innocent 
brethren, wrongfully accused, from injury, and pre- 
serve their usefulness by acquitting them when not 
found guilty; and, if judged to be guilty, to save 
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the Church from reproach and iDJury, by suspend- 
ing them' until the ensuing Conference. The sus- 
pending power ia clearly restricted to such crimes 
as are expressly forbidden in the word of God, and 
to euch as are persisted in after gospel-reproof and 
admonition have been given. And it may be 
farther remarked, that neither the organization of 
a committee, nor any of its acts, can abridge the 
powers of a Conference when they afterward come 
to act on the same ease; and should a case occur 
at or during the sitting of Conference, or although 
known of, be neglected ; or if it should be of such 
a recent date as not to afford time to call a commit- 
tee, and should then be brought before the Confer- 
ence, there is nothing in discipline or reason to 
prevent the Conference from hearing and deciding 
thereon without the intervention of a committee, 
and especially if the person accused desire it. But, as 
the Conference has the entire control of all cases ia 
which its own members are concerned, subject to 
the order of discipline, they may, or they may not, 
appoint a committee, as they may judge proper; 
but they cannot, in any case, transfer their authority 
as a C(mfere')ice. The committee can only acquit if 
not guilty, or suspend if guilty; and if suspended, 
the Conference must finally determine the case. 
The accused ought always to have timely notice to 
prepare for trial ; and, while on one hand, the ad- 
ministrator of discipline does not rule him to trial 
unprepared, so, on the other hand, he ought not to 
put off or lay over the trial of a ease without good 
reasons. 
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The asaiatant preachev, in a circuit or station, ia 
invested with full power to oversee all the coneerna 
of the Church, aa far as his jurisdiction extends, in 
attending to the complaints and wants of each 
member without partiality, and very strictly, hut 
mildly, enforce every part of the Discipline, as oc- 
casion may require. If he obtains a knowledge of 
any misconduct or violation of discipline by any of 
his members or preachers, it is his duty, as soon as 
possible, to attend to the case and have it settled, 
without waiting for a formal charge to be handed 
to him. He himself must act in behalf of the 
Church, aa God's minister appointed to that work, 
Ezek. iii. 17 ; xxxiii. 7 ; 1 Cor. v. 1-5 ; Kev. ii. 1, 
2, 12-15, 18-20 ; Heb. xiii. 7, 17. 

No person ought to be permitted to come fonoard 
in the character of a ^rosseuior. Such a character 
is not known of in all our economy. The accuser 
is to be brought face to face with the accused. If 
this cannot he done, " let the nexl best evidence be pro- 
cured;" consequently, the accuser ia the very best 
evidence in the case. An aggrieved person may be 
a compMnani; but our Discipline does not recog- 
nize any one as an accuser, unless he be a witness 
in the case against the accused. Any and all testi- 
mony offered on the trial of a case ought to be 
read or heard;' but if any be of donbtful character, 
the Church is at liberty to give it as much weight 
as they think it deserves. We have no rule making 
it illegal to admit what is called ex parte evidence. 
No accused preacher or member ought to be sus- 
pended or expelled unless found guilty by a major- 
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ity of those by whom he is tried. On taking a vote, 
the question ought always be put in the positive. 
It' any accused person has any well-grounded objec- 
tion to any one called to sit on his trial, a prudent 
and judicious administrator woiild leave out the 
person objected to, and, if necessary, supply the 
place with another. But the right of challenge, so 
called, is not recognized in oui" Discipline. "We do 
not think it advisable, or consistent with propriety 
or the nature of things, that a person should vote 
in the same case in condemnation of an accused 
person, both in the society or select number, or on 
u committee and in Conference, or in more than 
one Conference where appeals are taken. "We think 
it prudent and a mark of sound judgment to pay 
duo respect to the opinions and advice of the aged, 
who have had* experience, because from such it is 
expected t hat a knowledge of primitise usage and 
custom may be obtained ; and, in every point, there 
ought to be frequent recurrence to first piinciples. 
These are generally best expressed in the original 
words which contain them. Observe well the old 
landmarks, inquire after the old paths, and rally 
around the old standards — -(he standards of our fathers. 

The careful reader will perceive a discrepancy be- 
tween some things in the above document and 
Brother Crouch's remarks as to the Bishop's senti- 
ments about his authority to preside in a Quarterly- 
meeting Conference — if Brother Crouch did not 
mistake his unwillingness to do so under ordinary 
circumstances, for an avowal of his want of authority 



HosmoD, Google 



188 IIEE AND TIMES Off 

to do it under any circumatancea. I suppose our 
fathers generally agreed with the views set forth on 
this point in this document. Biahop Asbury, it is 
said, coincided with Bishop McEendi-ee. 

The Bishop was evidently much exhausted at this 
Conference, and returned to Nashville slowly, stop- 
ping to rest on the way at Brother Douglass's and 
other old homes. We hear from him, however, on 
the first Sunday of December, preaching a very 
clear and impressive sermon in Kashville, and ad- 
ministering the Holy Eucharist. On December 
25th, he preached in the same place on Luke ii. 
8-14; (see Appendix;) and again holding a watch- 
meeting in the same Church on the last night of the 
year 1833, addressing a large audience on " the 
goodness of God," and closing the meeting with 
the Lord's Prayer. 

He now resumed his habit of keeping a Journal, 
and says: 

"For several years I have not been able to travel 
and preach as formerly, and therefore had no mat- 
ter for a Journal except my own experience as an 
aflicted man; but as I am yet spared, I will notice 
some of the displays of Divine goodness, for my 
own comfort and improvement. 

"On Wednesday evening, December 31, 1833, I 
attended a watch-night in the new church in ]S"ash- 
ville. It was a solemn time, I felt my spiritual 
strength renewed. I returned with Brother Hill 
and his family, and at four o'clock I arose refreshed, 
and in a comfortable state of health. 

"About ten o'clock, January 1, 1834, took passage 
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on the Bpacioiis steamer Tennessean, eominanded by 
Captain Thos, P. Minor. The river was low. We 
arrived at the Harpeth Shoala in the evening, Tlie 
steamer Pacific was aground. "We put off one 
hundred and ninety bales of cotton, and succeeded 
with difficulty in getting over the shoals, 

"Thursday, 2d, was a cold, snowy day. We had 
about fifty cabin passengers — a very agreeable set — 
and one hundred deck passengers. 

"Friday, 8d— last night was very cold: at ten 
o'clock at the mouth of Cumberland Eiver. 

"Sunday, 5th — the thermometer was below zero. 
At three o' clock, I preached to an attentive con- 
gregation, on Heb. ix. 27. 

"Monday, 6th — large addition of freight and pas- 
sengers. River covered with ice — breaking the 
paddles and arms of the boat. 

"Thursday, 9th — abundance of ice coming down 
the Mississippi Eiver; the captain thinks it the 
hardest freeze he ever saw from so short a spell; so 
foggy, could not run at night. 

"Friday, 10th — passed Memphis; foggy. 

"Saturday — foggy; laid by at night, and until 
six o'clock A.M. 

"Sunday, 12th — preached from Eomans vi. 23. 
The hearers serious and attentive. Hope for good. 

"Monday, 13th — boat ran all night for the first 
time ; ice in the morning three-fourths of an inch 
thick. 

"Tuesday, 14th — at Vickaburg. The stationed 
preacher at this place {0, K. Marshall) came on 
board; had an interesting conversation with him on 
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different subjects for nearly two hours. There 
13 a meeting-house and a flourishing society in 
this town, aud a circuit in the neighborhood of 
several hundred menihers. Yesterday a duel was 
fought across the river — a man was dangerously 
wounded. 

" Wednesday, 15th — arrived at Katchez five 
o'clock A.M.; found myself in » deplorable condi- 
tion. It seems of twenty-seven days there have 
been but two fair days; mud in the streets knee- 
deep — shoe-deep on side-walks, 

"For my passage I paid |20; to waiters on boat, 
$1 75 ; to porter, 50 cents ; waded shoe-deep in mud 
to tavern ; for riding in dirty hack, $1. Got to my 
old friend Dr. Tooley's ; found all well; met with a 
hearty welcome," etc. 

Here was a trip of fifteen days from Nashville to 
Natchez ! He was now in good c^uarters, but mud 
and weather-bound. Preached on Sunday, 19th, to 
white people in the forenoon, and to large colored 
congregation at three o'clock. A profitable time! 

" Sunday, 26th— another rainy week. Dr. Tooley 
preached an ingenious sermon from Gen. i. 22, 
23, 24. 

"Tuesday, 28th — very cold for this climate; rain, 
snow, and sleet; but I am comfortable; excellent 
coffee, every morning at sis o'clock, greatly relieves 
me of headache. 

" Sunday, 2d February — got to meeting; heard 
the stationed preacher. Brother F. A. Owen. I 
administered the Sacrament; a profitable meeting. 
Sacrament to the colored members at three o'clock. 
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"Tuesday, 4th — Judge Edmund McGehee and 
John 0. Burruas called to ace me." 

The Rev. J, C. Buitubs was a native of Virginia, 
removed to North Alabama in 1819, and settled 
near Huntaville, where hia talenta and family posi- 
tion gave him great influence. He was a very fluent 
and impreasive preacher, of flne addresa, and unu- 
sually agreeable social qualities. At the time this 
interview occurred, he was in charge of Wilkinson 
Circuit, in Mississippi, and was the father-in-law of 
Judge McGehee, The Bishop's Journal states at 
length certahi events in his early history in connec- 
tion with Mr. O'Kelly's proselyting and schisnaat- 
ical coarse iu Williamsburg and Hanover Circuits,. 
Virginia, in 1796-7, and the Biahop'a success in 
counteracting hia efforts, was brought to his recol- 
lection by Brother Burruss. 

Under date of February 6th, he notices the fact 
that although he had been in Natchez twenty-two 
days, he had preached only twice — the state of the 
weather and the streets preventing— but assisted by 
Br. Toolej, had paid many visits to the poor and 
afflicted. He says: "Our method was to introduce 
religious conversation at once; after this prayer; 
commit them to God, and take our leave. . . . The 
visiting of families to dine or take tea, I design- 
edly avoided; 

" 1. Because I doubt if the minister's time is most 
profitably spent in that way. 

"2. Whether social intereonrse of this kind pro- 
motes family piety as much as purely religious 
visits. 
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" 3. IJnlcss the rich and poor are treated alike, 
the latter is liable to thiiiic the miuister partial. 

"Priday, 7th — Dr. Tooley took me seven miles 
to Washington. I put up with Brother Miles Har- 
per — a friend of more than thirty years' acquaint- 
ance. Here I was comforted with temporal, social, 
and spiritual blessings. 

"Sunday, 9th — preached to a large and attentive 
audience — Ps, sxiii, 1. Hope good was done. In 
the afternoon returned to Dr. Tooley's. 

"At eight o'clock, Monday, 10th, left Dr. Too- 
ley's in a hired hack for Judge McGehee's, Wil- 
kinson county, Mississippi. Brother Owen offered 
to go with me; I thought it unnecessary, but he 
persisted. 8oon I was thankful for his kind at- 
tention. For seventeen miles the road was pretty 
good; but after crossing the Homochitto River, the 
mud was very deep, and the horses refused to pull, 
and after taking them from the caiTiage, Brother 
Owen and the driver carried it by hand to the level 
of the bridge, from whence the horses took it to 
the next bad place. Got to Brother Grooms's, and 
stayed all night. 

"Tuesday, 11th — we left before eight o'clock, 
and went fifteen miles to Judge McGehee's by three 
o'clock P.M., through horribly muddy roads. All 
glad to see us. 

"Wednesday, 12th — very sore to-day from yes- 
terday's work, 

"Thursday, 13th — raj head very much disordered. 

"Sunday, 16th — preached in Woodville — Gal. vi. 
9. The Church here in a very formal state. 
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""Wednesday, 19th — last night had another slight 
shock of what I consider as paralysis. My physi- 
cians reject this idea, but I regard it, as I have for 
years, as gentle visitations of paralysis, and appre- 
hend it may terminate in death ; and am therefore 
admonished to 'be alwaysready.' 

"Sunday 23d — quite unwell: preached: left pul- 
pit very feeble. Dined with Brother Chew ; lectured 
at night at Brother McGehee'e to a number of 
colored people — Isa. xii. Weary. 

"I fear the societies in this quarter have but little 
of the power of religion; yet the families where I 
have been appear to attend regulai'ly to the form." 

His last entry in this Journal is, "Monday, 24th 
— my health is better — my strength increasing." 

After spending a short time in "Woodville and its 
vicinity, enjoying the princely hospitality of the 
Judge and his excellent family, he continued his 
trip to 1^'ew Orleans. He had ever manifested much 
solicitude for the spiritual welfare of this city, 
which he foresaw was destined to become the great 
mart of South-western commerce. Having returned 
to Natchez, he there took passage for Nashville on 
the same boat— Tenncssean — about April 18th. 
The following characteristic note was addressed to 
the stationed preacher, and shows his constant vigi- 
lance as a supervisor of the preachers and the 
Church generally: 

Natchez, Miss., April 16, 1834.. 

Dear Brother Owen: — For a stationed preacher 
regularly to attend to his appointments for preach- 
ing, claes-raceting, and visiting the sick from house 
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to house, is hia indispensaWe duty. But the spirit 
of enterprise will carry him farther. Were you to 
select proper places for preaching and prayer-meet- 
ings in private houses, much good might be done; 
and if the flat-bottom boats were to be visited with 
sermons, the good effects ai'e beyond calculation. 
On these boats there arc some religious persons, and 
some well disposed to religion, that would be in- 
structed and built up, instead of losing their good 
desires ; and seed might he sown among the careless 
to bring forth fruit and spread the gospel in their 
neighborhoods on their return home. The correct- 
ness of these sentiments has been realized among 
us. You have a fair opportunity to make the ex- 
periment, and I think it will be inexcusable if you 
do not. 

Brother Owen joined the Tennessee Conference 
in 1822, was a superintendent of the missions to 
the Cherokee Indians, a delegate to several General 
Conferences, Agent of the Southern Methodist Pub- 
lishing House, besides filling many important ap- 
pointments in the regular itinerant work. He is 
yet a member of the Memphis Conference, and 
doing service in the Mississippi Bottom District. 

On May 10, 1834, the Bishop preached an unu- 
sually long and interesting sermon in Gallatin, 
Tennessee, and he officiated at the communion, and 
was in pretty good health, foi" him. Through the 
spring and summer he continued to preach, and 
visited as much as ho could, and Dr. Green gives a 
very interesting account of his last camp-meeting: 
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"It was in Sumner eoanty, at Old Salem; and wo 
were also favored with the presence of tho Hev. 
Wm. Burke. I had the pleasure of seeing them 
meet. They held each other's grasp for some time, 
the Bishop saying, 'I am very happy to see you 
onee more at camp-meeting,' while Mr. Burke says, 
'"We have camped togother before, Bishop.' Tears 
came into their eyes. They talked together by the 
hour of other days, with an evident pleasure which 
was refreshing to observe. Mr, Burke was not at 
that time in connection with the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, but was the pastor of an independent 
congregation in Cincinnati; yet I put him up to 
preach, so that the thousands that attended the 
meeting had the great pleasure of bearing each of 
these old veterans preach once a day for three sue- 
ccssivo days; and I would perform a pilgrimage 
now to enjoy such a privilege. 

"Soon after this meeting was over, the Bishop 
said to me, 'I would like to live until next Gen- 
eral Conference, for one thing.' 'What is that, 
Bishop?' 'I want to see Brother Burke back 
again in his place in the Church.' Although the 
Bishop did not live to attend the Conference, Mr. 
Burke was restored, and died in the Church." 

The last Conference this good and venerable 
man of God attended, was the Tennessee, held in 
Lebanon, November 5, 1834. It was an affecting 
sight to witness the reverence and filial affection of 
the Conference toward him. He had sot apart 
most of the members to the work of the ministry 
— had baptized many of them in their infancy. 
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Their fathers had known and loved him. He had 
been the organizer and defender of Methodism in 
the "Went — a pioneer Presiding Elder in 1800, when 
his District was an empire in extent, embracing all 
"theWestern country." He had submitted cheer- 
fully to the privationa of frontier life, whether 
traversing the wilderness, in the wigwam of the 
Indian, or in the cabin of the white pioneer — to 
unceasing travel over monntaina and plains, through 
the rains, snows, and sleets of winter, and the 
drought, heat, and malaria of the South in sum- 
mer. He had instructed, guided, and governed the 
young and feeble, animated the desponding — had 
been always in the front rank, charging against the 
strongholds of sin and Satan — himself never dis- 
mayed or despondent, but ever brave and true. 
Far-seeing, calm, and unselfish — their oracle in 
Chureh-polity ; and never descending to draggle 
himself or others in the cesa-pool of partisan poli- 
tics; "without partiality and without hypocrisy;" 
loving devotedly the Church — the whole Church — 
its doctrines, its simple and significant scriptural 
formularies, its government — especially its itiner- 
ancy, because of its efficiency in spreading the 
gospel among the poor and destitute: for these 
eminent qualities, and lastly, for his unchallenged 
purity, he ought to have been, and was, revered and 
loved as a father. 

The Conference was impressed with the convic- 
tion that the Bishop could not live much longer; 
for, while his mind seemed clear and vigotous 
when aroused, yet its tabernacle was evidently fall- 



HosmoD, Google 



BISHOP m'kbndree. 197 

ing away. All knew that, while his life had not 
been marked by any startling events, yet it was 
very desirable to have the history of it, for the iu- 
struetion of themselves and the edification of the 
Church. The following preamble and resolutions 
were therefore presented by R. Paine and T. L. 
Douglass, and adopted: 

Whereas, Our venerable and beloved brother. 
Bishop McKendree, is now far advanced in the de- 
cline of life, and is almost the only remaining 
minister among us of the early race of Methodist 
preachers in America; and whereas, he possesses 
much valuable and interesting information in rela- 
tion to the organization and government of the 
Church in these United States, the spread of the 
work of God, especially in the "West and South, 
the lives and labors of many of hia copartners in 
the ministry, and much other information which 
may be useful ; therefore, 

Sesolved, That a committee of seven be ap- 
pointed to wait on Bishop McKendree, and respect- 
fully request him to prepare, or have prepared, for 
publication so soon as convenient, such a history 
of his own life, and such information on the various 
points suggested above, as he may deem proper and 
expedient. 

Whereupon, Thomas L. Douglass, James Gwin, 
Lewis Garrett, Robert Paine, Alexander L, P. 
Green, Greenville T. Henderson, and George W. 
D. Harris, were appointed a committee to carry 
eaid resolutions into effect. 
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The committee appointed to wait on Bisliop 
MeKendreo, report, that in oompliance with the 
foregoing resolution, they have waited upon him, 
and acquainted him with the request of the Con- 
ference, aa directed. In reply, the Bishop etatea 
that he belongs to the Methodist Church, that it 
has a right to claim his servicea, even to the drcga, 
and that he will endeavor to comply with the re- 
quest of the Conference, aa he may be able and 
find it convenient and practicable. 

T. L. Douglass, Ch'n. 

Lebanon, Conference, WoTembei' 14, 1834. 
Tho following document explains itself; and as 
it refers to the preceding communication, and is 
probably the last he ever wrote, it is inserted here. 
The original very clearly exhibits a marked change 
in his penmanship; and toward the close, he fails 
to keep in parallel lines, running them diagonally 
across the sheet of paper. 

At Brother llliston'a, Docomlior 1, 1834. 
"When I set out to preach the gospel, I com- 
menced a regular Journal of my life and ministerial 
labors. This was continued a number of years, 
until my papers were consumed in a house that was 
burned down. By this time I had observed such a 
eamenesa in this kind of writings, that ite utility 
was greatly depreciated in my estimation. My lot, 
too, seemed fixed in an old, settled country, where 
religious exercises were so familiar as to afford no 
material of sufficient importance to interest the 
public mind. My own experience was common 
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among Christiana; therefore, though my mind was 
deeply impressed with many occurrences, they did 
not iippear to be of sufficient importance to interest 
or profit either the Church or the world. I eon- 
clndcd that my time would be better employed in 
diaeharging the various duties assigned me as a 
Methodist preacher. My field of labor constantly 
enlarging, I gave up my Journal, and devoted all 
my time to my regular work. ITor this omission I 
had many checks during thirty years, have made 
some ineffectual attempts to resume it, but have con- 
tinued my course. Some time before the late Ten- 
nessee Conference, I was earnestly' addressed upon 
this subject by individuals. I objooted the want 
of strength of body and mind for the work, but 
was met with assurances of such assistance aa 
would need only the outlines of the plan, with 
suitable items, and the work would be done with- 
out burdening me. This, it was thought, I couid 
do, I approved of the plan, and consented to do 
what I couid. But, instead of meeting my ex- 
pectations, they contented themselves with telling 
me what to do. I therefore abandoned the hope 
of help from them. Yet, as I have come under 
obligation by promise, I shall do what I can, which 
will be little — very little. Since the Tennessee Con- 
ference, one or two have proffered to assist me, on 
condition that I would wait on them at suitable 
times. I shall neither seek nor go one mile out 
of my way for assistance, but will do what I can, 
and dispose of it as may seem best. 

"W. McKehdebb. 
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Like old men generally, he miacalculated Ha 
strength. " Will do lokat I can" — alaa! he could do 
no more. That hitherto indomitable will, which 
had impelled a body emaciated and enfeebled by 
age and sufferings, to continue to ti'avel and preach 
when it should have been resting, could no longer 
drive the physical machinery; and even that mind, 
oiiee so elastic, so clear, and so vigorous, always 
planning and working for God and the Church, . 
was wearied, and found it impossible to isolate 
itself from its frail tabernacle. " Ven/ Utile" indeed 
could he do in any other thing; and as to writing 
his history, sketching the lives of his co-laborera, 
and the wonderful progress of the Church for forty 
eventful years, he could absolutely do nothing. It 
would have been an impracticable task for the most 
competent member of the Conference to collect the 
material, assort and arrange the chaotic mass of hia 
papers, between the time of the Conference and his 
death. It ought to have been begun years before. 
The fact is, it could never have been done by him, 
unless he had been imprisoned. He would go, to 
the last, and only ceased to go when compelled to 
stop: then, body and mind both .protested, "Too 
lalel" And for this neither he nor any one else ia 
to be blamed. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Bishop McKendree leaves all hia papers to Bishop Soule and T, 
L. Douglass — The Lebanon Conference a time of great interest 
— He visits the Conference for the last timo — Bids adieu — 
Gwin, Page, Douglass, and McGee there— Keturns to Nashville 
— Preaches Ms last sermon, there, November 23 — Goes to hia 
brother's— P p d — H last battle— Victor— His sufferings 
—Effect of p y — r ly love— The closing scene— "All's 
well" — Hi 1 1 — S d Ms remains be removed? — Review 
of his life d h 

By his ' la t w 11 ud teatament," Bishop MeKen- 
dree left his papers of every kind to Bishop Soule, 
to be assisted by T. L, Douglass in the use of them. 
The latter received the little old "hair trunk," and 
found it full, but a jumble. He seems to have done 
no more than to look over some of them, and write 
a few lines of advice as to what should not be pub- 
lished. Bishop Soule received it with authority to 
make such use of it as he should see fit. But he 
never found time to do more than to put most of 
the letters into packages, and indorse on them the 
names of their authors and their dates. llTot a 
line from his pen toward a biography has ever 
been found. Neither of these good and highly 
competent men could command the necessary 
leisure for the task. And if ikey could not do it 
9* 
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in twentj' years, surely the old Bisliop could not 
have done it in two or three months. 

It is rather a remarkable incident that the firat 
Conference he attended aa Bishop, was at a camp- 
meeting at Liberty Ilill, in 1808, at Colonel Green 
Hill's, with whom he and Bishop Asbury camped 
during the session ; and at this, his last Conference, 
his kind hostess was Mr. Hill's granddaughter. 

The Lebanon Conference was a very interesting 
occasion. More than the usual number of the 
Bishop's old associates were present. He had lately 
parted in tears from Burke ; and h^re were Gwin, 
"one of the kindest friends he ever found, who had 
given him, for his father and sisters, three hundred 
acres of land"-— the place he called home, and 
where his remains now rest with his father's and 
sister's; Garrett, who preceded him to the West, 
and in 1803, as Presiding Elder of Cumberland 
District, divided the work with him, and lived and 
died his true and admiring friend; John McGee, 
who, with his Presbyterian brother, William, was 
a leader in the beginning of the great revival of 
1799 and 1800, the most powerful and extensive 
work which has occurred in the United States, not 
only spreading over the whole West and South, but 
sweeping, like a great ocean-wave, over all the 
Northern and Eastern States ; John Page, a veteran 
in the cause, and his greatly-loved " Logan Doug- 
lass," besides a host of younger preachers, who re- 
vered him as a father. 

Among those mentioned above as special friends 
and former fellow-laborers of the Bishop, is John 
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MeGee. He waa in several respects a remarkable 
man. He was admitted on trial in the Virginia 
Conference in 1788, with "Wm. McKendree, Peter 
Massie, Ilenry Btrchett, and Valentine Cook; all 
of them, with perhaps an exception of the last, were 
converted in the revival under Mr, Eaater, as was 
also Enoch George. What a galaxy! How much 
does Methodism owe to those great, old-faehioned 
revivals, which, like earthquakes, shake States and 
continents ! 

After spending five years in the itinerancy in the 
Atlantic portion of the work, Mr. McGee located 
and came to Tennessee ; married, and settled in 
Smith county. Hia marriage was a fortunate one, 
and his domestic relations were happy. But worldly 
prosperity did not diminish his zeal and usefulness. 
He was known far and near as a bold, zealous, and 
powerful preacher. Plain in his dress, pointed in 
rebuking siu, and sometimes almost irresistible in 
his appeais to the conscience, ho was "a terror to 
evil-doers, and a praise to them that do well." His 
ministry was " in the demonstration of the Spirit, 
and with power." The writer first saw him in 1818, 
and heard him for the last time at the close of the 
funeral discourse preached on the occasion of the 
death of the Bev, L. D. Overall, at the Tennessee 
Conference at Lebanon, in 1835. Such an unction 
of the Holy Spirit he has scarcely, if ever, wit- 
nessed before or since. It was his last interview 
with hia beloved Bishop. 

He had an excellent farm, a comfortable and well- 
furnished home, and abundant pecuniary means; 
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and, althougli surrounded by wealthy neighbors, 
and in the midst of a large slave population, he 
never would own a slave. He had the moral cour- 
age "to work with his own hands," and teach hia 
family the lesson of self-reliance. He considered 
slavery a misfortune, if not a curse, to the slave- 
holder, and would not bo "'plagued" with slaves. 

Such was the man whom God honored as one of 
the principal instruments of the great revival in 
1799 and 1800. "We have already said he was the 
father-in-law of Thomaa L. Douglass. 

Bishop MeKendree's last, and perhaps his only, 
appearance in the Conference-room, has often re- 
minded us of General Washington in liis last re- 
view and final farewell to his army in 1783. 

In ancient times, the Roman Senate decreed a 
triumph to a victorious general, upon his return to 
Eome after the subjection of a province, or a great 
decisive victory over a formidable foe; and, as he 
entered the city, a pompous ceremony was per- 
formed in honor of the victor. He came crowned 
with a wreath of evergreens; a scepter in one hand, 
and a laurel branch in the other, riding in a 
splendid open chariot, preceded by a herald, the 
Senate and chief magistrates, musicians, the spoils 
of the .campaign, and captives in chains, and fol- 
lowed by his veteran officers and victorious army 
on foot. They advanced through the crowded 
streets, amidst the enthusiastic shouts of thousands, 
to the Capitoline Ilill, where feasts were prepared, 
sacrifices oftered, and he received the congratula- 
tions of the Senate and people of Rome. 
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How different the scene before us! Here is a 
man, bowed down with years; hie tottering steps 
scarcely sustained by his long staff; pale, emaciated, 
and tremulous; yet he, too, is a victor — has fought 
the good fight, and won the field. He, too, has 
spoils, and captives, and honors. He has conquered 
himself — ruled "his own spirit" and the hearts of 
thousands by the power of truth and the spirit of 
gentleness and love; but his trophies are unstained 
with blood, while thousands of captives grace hia 
triumphs, not taken in unprovoked and cruel war, 
in the carnival of death, on bloody battle-fields, but 
slaves of sin and Satan, rescued by grace, and made 
to pass under the "easy yoke" of the "meek and 
lowly Prince of Peace." "^o manacled wretches, 
nor weeping widows and orphans swell his train, 
but "the song of Moses," and the exultant re- 
fiponse of Miriam, rise to heaven in gratitude for 
deliverance from worse than Egyptian bondage. 
He bears no scepter in bis hand ; he flaunts no in- 
signia of his high of&ee on his breast; no coronal 
of laurel decks hia head; not even a chaplet of 
simple wild flowers adorns his brow and binds hia 
few gray hairs; no shouting sycophants hail him 
welcome, nor venal muse, in sweet, poetic melody, 
celebrates his deeds; but a great multitude call him 
a benefactor of his race, and award him the honor 
due a long life unvaryingly and intensely devoted 
to the salvation of men and the glory of God ; no 
pompous pageant attends him, but as a weary, 
earnest, good old man, having served hia God and 
his generation faithfully, ho comes in Christian 
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meekness to greet liis ehildren for the last time, to 
"bid them "love one anotlier," and then go away to 
lay him down and die. 

The Conference closed on the night of November 
14th, and, as usual, the preachers hurried away to 
their respective fields of labor, except one or two, 
who lingered with the Bishop to see hira safely 
back to Nashville. Passing the "Hermitage," he 
reached the city on the 15th, but was too unwell to 
attend church on Sunday, the 16th. During the 
week ensuing he rallied a little, and, at the urgent 
solicitations of the preachers present, and of his 
old friends, who greatly desired to hear words of 
counsel and comfort from his lips once more, he 
consented, and preached his last sermon Nov. 23, 
1834. The church was a very large and substantial 
edifice, recently finished, and, in honor of his 
memory, had been dedicated as "the McKendree 
Church." 

On that occasion the spacious house was filled to 
overflowing; and Dr. Green, who had the privi- 
lege of hearing him, says: "In my imagination I 
can see him at this moment, as he last stood on the 
walls of Zion, with his sickle in his hand ; the gray 
hairs thinly covering his forehead ; his pale and 
withered face; his benignant countenance; his 
speaking eye; while a deep under-current of 
thought, scarcely veiled by the external lincEu- 
ments, took form in words, and fell from his trem- 
bling lips, as by the eye of faith he transcended the 
boundaries of time, and entered the eternal world. 
But he is drawing to the close of his sermon. Now, 



HosmoD, Google 



BISHOP m'kendree. 20T 

for the last time, he bends himself, and reaches his 
sickle forth, ripe to the harvest. How balmy the 
name of Christ, as he breathes it forth, standing 
midway, as it were, between heaven and earth, and 
pointing to the home of the faithful in the sky ! I 
look again: the sickle swaya ia his hand; bis 
strength ia measured, and bo closes bia ministe- 
rial labors on earth with the words, 'J add no 
more ! ' while imagination hears the response from 
the invisible glory, 'li is enmgh.!' " 

This sermon was reported verbatim, and forms the 
first number of the "Western Methodist Preacher," 
His work was now done — well done ; but when he 
conld do no more, he could suffer more ; and as suf- 
fering the will of God is as much a part of our duty 
as doing it, and quite as important to the full devel- 
opment of the higher Christian graces, so our 
Heavenly Father in mercy sufi'ers him to pass 
through the crucible of affliction before be real- 
izes "the eternal weight of glory." 

About December 22d, bo left iN'aabville for his 
brother's residence in Sumner county, under a pre- 
sentiment, as is supposed, that his end was near, 
and in accordance with a long-cherished wish to die 
at home, and be buried there. But before be started 
on his last trip, a little portion of the skin by the 
side of tbe nail on the forefinger of his right hand 
bad become loosened ; in pulling it off, it reached 
the quick, and made it sore. Presently it inflamed, 
and became swollen and very painful. He thought 
that the ink from his pen bad got into it and 
poisoned it. The inflammation and the pain in- 
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1 until his rest and sleep were mweli inter- 
rupted, yet he waa enabled to reach his brother's 
before Chriatmaa. And now, having attended hia 
last Conference, preached his valedictory sermon, 
and bidden farewell to his kind hosts and their 
farailiea, and hia numerous frienda in Nashville, iike 
hia Master, he is met by the enemy at the portal of 
the grave for a last encounter. The conviction that 
ho can travel and labor no longer to build up Zion 
and win sonls to Chriat, saddens him. 

It was not the resignation of his o^e— he had not 
sought it nor desired' it; it was not its emoluments 
— he had received no more than the youngest and 
humblest circuit-preacher; and one hundred dollai-s 
for a year of auch work as he had done, was no 
compensation ; nor was it that he loved power and 
prerogati.ve, for in his office power and sacrifice are 
inseparably united. No, it was none of these 
things ; but it was because he could sacrifice and 
labor no longer in the blessed work of soul-saving. 
He waa depressed, and, for a aeason, seemed to be 
in a severe mental trial. Doubtless his physical 
condition had much to do in thia trouble; and the 
adversaiy, who always adapts his suggestions to the 
circumstances of the tempted, endeavored to use 
thoao surrounding thia holy man to his discomfort, 
and thus involve his mind in clouds. But the 
clouds soon broke — faith and prayer triumphed; 
the disconcerted tempter fled, and the sunshine of 
his Heavenly Father's face again shone upon him. 
It was his last battle with Satan. "He now boldly 
stepped beyond the valley of dejection, and over the 
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encLanted ground, quite into the celestial laud of 
'Beukh,' where heavenly voices are heard, and 
ministering spirits from the better world are not 
few and far between." 

The "incorrigible tumor" on Ms finger, how- 
ever, continued to give him excruciating pain, in 
despite of all medical aid, until his finger wasted 
away, while the agony seemed to involve, by sym^ 
pathy, his back and head. It is affecting to learn 
the aid to which he resorted while in pain. Such 
was his faith in a prayer-answering God, that while 
he would be in the greatest agony, he would call on 
any Christian present to pray, saying to one on a 
certain occasion, "Pray with me on account of my 
pain ; not as you pray in your family, but in faith, 
with direct reference to my pain." Aff,er prayer, 
he smiled, raised his head, and said, "It is easy 
now!" Indeed, it invariably happened that after 
prayer, and sometimes before its close, he would be 
in a slumber as calm as an infant. 

God designed the family as the training-school for 
this and the future world ; and domestic love is the 
purest instinctive feeling on earth. And if a sister 
ever loved a brother with a deep and holy afl'ection, 
it was the case with N'ancy McKendree toward her 
noble, loving brother William. They both lived 
and died unmarried ; and she seemed to live for 
God and her brother. She waited upon him, 
and watched by his bedside unceasingly. Once 
awaking from slumber in the night, he looked 
at her and his nieces, who were sitting by his 
bed, and said, with a smile, "You are like a 
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lamp, burning while I sleep, to cheer me when I 
wake." 

On Sunday, four days previous to hia death, his 
brother, the doctor, said to him, "Bishop, yon are 
sinking fast. "We shall, iu all probability, soon be 
separated." He replied, "Yes, I know it; but all 
is well." To questions in regard to his last wishes 
as to his funeral arrangements, when both of them 
(having been similarly afflicted with asthma) were 
seized with a fit of coughing, no reply could be 
given. Soon after, the Bishop made a signal that 
he wished to speak. To his nephew, Dudley 
McKendree, leaning over Jiim to receive his com- 
mimicationj he said, "All is well for time or for 
eternity. I live by faith in the Son of God," In 
his most emphatic manner, he repeated. "I wish 
thai malier to he perfectly understood, that all is well vnih 
me, whether I live or die. For two months I have 
not had a eloud to darken my sky. I have had un- 
interrupted confidence in my Saviour's love," He 
began to repeat a part of a stanza of one of Charles 
"SVesley's beautiful hymns: 

' ' Not a cloud can ariso to darken my skies, 
Or hide for a moment my Lord from mine eyea ;" 

but not being able to finish the couplet, it was fin- 
ished for him. Aa to his interment, he said, "I 
wish to be buried. in the ancient Methodist stylo, 
like an old Christian minister." Being asked 
if he had any choice as to the text of his fu- 
neral-sermon, the hymns, etc, he replied that 
he had none. When subsequently asked if ho 
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had a choice as to the preacher, his anewor was, 
*'Not particularly; Logan Douglass as well aa 
any one," 

The Bishop now seemed to summon all the pow- 
ers of Ilia aoul to paaa the cold stream of death. 
He ordered the bedatead on which his venerable 
father had died, years ago, to be brought in, and, 
if we mistake not, the same hed and bedding to be 
placed upon it, as he wished to die where his 
father died; and upon this couch he waited the 
coming of death. Prom this time he suffered hat 
little pain, but was calm and composed, like one 
whoae work is done, waiting the coming of bis 
Lord. 

Many were the gracious words which fell 
from his lips to the friends around him. To one 
he said, "Follow me, as I have followed Christ — 
only closer to Christ." He was remarkably fond of 
the phrase, "All is well." To almost all inquiries 
a.s to the state of his aoul, this was his invariable 
reply. This waa, indeed, his last connected expres- 
eion, although the last word was "Yes," in answer 
to the question asked him while dying, *'Is all well 
low?" Being interrogated again, on the day of 
his death, as to hia funeral arrangements, he aaid, 
"I leave it all to my friends — only preserve the 
plainness: my friends know my wishes," After 
;hia, hia kind and tender sister asked if he was in 
oain. He answered, "No." He had long been sub- 
ject to coughing-fite, and was obliged to be raised 
■ip, to avoid suffocation. "While in thia position. 
Vith one of his kind nuraes aitting behind him and 
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snpporting his head, the question was asked for the 
last time, "Is all well?" and again he answered, 
"Yes." Just then, by a sadden, spasmodic eon- 
traction, he seemed to have a darting pain in his 
.right side. The muscles in the left cheek seemed 
to suffer a corresponding spasm, and knotted up 
with a deep wrinkle, which remained after the pain 
in the side had passed off. The Bishop, sensible of 
this mnscular contraction, made two energetic ef- 
forts to smooth down his countenance. The sec- 
ond effort succeeded, and a dying smile came over 
the brow and descended upon the lower features of 
his face. Then the senior Bishop of our Episco- 
pacy surrendered the parchment which he had held 
since 1808. He returned it as stainless as the 
mountain snovT. The struggle was over. He had 
fought the good fight, he had finished his course, 
he had kept the faith. The chariot had gone over 
the everlaating hills. 

After death, the Bishop's features were calm and 
beautiful. The wars of earth had all passed away. 
No trace of agony remained. There was a noble 
sublimity in the inanimate clay, connected with the 
circumstances of his long and useful life, that made 
the gazer liuger over it, as f£ he were looking upon 
features he would see again in radiant scenes 
over which the curtain of futunty yet hangs its 
folds. 

In conformity with the wishes of the deceased, 
he was shrouded in a grave-robe of black silk, in- 
closed in a plain but substantial walnut coffin ; and 
on Saturday he was interred, at the left hand of his 
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father, about forty yards from the old family man- 
sion, where he died.* 
His epitaph, by an unknowa hand, is aa follows: 
Sacred 

TO THB MEMORY Ql THE REV WILLIAM UCKBNDKEB 

Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church In the 
United States of America 

Bom King William County Virginia July 6th 1757 
Died at hia Brothers Dr James McKendrees 
In Sumner County Ten. March 5th 1835 
He was elected and ord^ned Bishop 
In the oity of Baltimore. May 1808 
He labored in the ministry of tha gospel 47 years 
"With uncommon zeal ability and usefulness. 
And for near 27 years discharged the duties 
Of the episcopal office with such wisdom 
Eectitude fidelity as to secure the 
Confidence respect and esteem of the 
Ministera and people of his official 
Oversight in travels and labors for 
Tho adyancement of the Redeemers 
Kingdom and tlie salvation of the 
Souls of men. He occupied an elevated 
Position among the moat eminent ministers 
Of Christ and baa furnished an illustrious 
Example for christian pastors and Bishops 
He finished hia courae in peace and triumph 
Proclaiming in his last moments 
'All ia well' 

The personnel of Bishop McKendree was a true 
index of the man. He was nearly six feet high, 

* Many of the Biahop'a friends were very ijesirous he should 
be interred in NaabTille, but his relations, who occupied the old 
homestead and its vicinity, were underjifood to be unwilling ; and, 
as hia father, brother, and sister wore buried there, and he had 
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and finely proportioned. His forehead was high 
and broad, his eyes dark, large, and somewhat' 
protruding— their predominant expression, under 
ordinary circumstances, was benignity, but they 
were capable of sparkling with vivacity or of ex- 
pressing severe rebuke. All his features taken 
together, were in harmony; and when he was ex- 
cited, it was the most speaking face I ever looked 
upon Ilia skin, even in tlie decline of life, was 



a -wisli to rest by tho side of his father, the subject was 
dropped; and it has recently been proposed to erect a church- 
edifice tiero, which sliall be a memorial to hia character and a con- 
venience to the community who might worship in it. One or two 
Conferences, I holieye, have proposed to aid the attempt. The 
writer ia strongly impressed now, although formerly opposed to 
it, that (aa the old house and premises have passed into tho hands 
of strangers — all the immediate relatives moved away, leaving 
scarcely even a distant kinsman in the connty ; the locality of the 
grave— secluded from any town, village, or thoroughfare of travel, 
surrounded by a sparse population, with churches sufficiently 
convenient — and the grave without inclosure, evincing utter neg- 
lect) it would be far better to remove his remains to tho Nash- 
ville Cemetery, and place them by the side of his noble colleague 
and old friend. Bishop Soulo. This eonviotion has been deepened 
by the perusal of a letter from the Rev. Joseph F. Bedford, pub- 
lished lately in the Nashville Christian Advocate, in which he de- 
scribes the condition of the tomb and the general aspect of the 
place. The brick walls of the tomb, it seems, were taken down 
by Federal soldiera, during the late war, and the slab engraved 
with hia epitaph was thrown on the ground, where it still lies ; 
and the whole scenery is desolate and dreary, without one re- 
deeming circumstAnoe. It ia, moreover, understood that his rela- 
tions now interpose no ohjections to the transfer. Lei it be done, 
and quickly; and let the congregation of the McKendree Church 
do it, and let Dr. Green see to it. 
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almost pearly white, and reminded one of a fine 
mezzotint engraving. The writer firat saw him in 
1817, and, although he was falling into " the sear 
and yellow leaf" of life, his appearance was very 
prepossessing and expressive. In dress he was very 
neat, A blaet, round-breasted coat, white neck- 
tie, short hreechee, with knee-buckles and shoe- 
buckles, and a white, broad-brimmed hat, was a 
costume that gave to his fine form a venerable and 
commanding appearance. In his later years, he 
exchanged the short clothes and buckles for panta- 
loons — except on special occasions — but retained the 
other items of dress. He must have been an active 
and vigorous man in his prime, and more than or- 
dinarily fine-looking, not to say handsome. Hia 
voice was soft and yet penetrating, and was won- 
derfully persuasive and melodious. 

His early educational advantages were not great; 
but with his CLuiek and observant mind, which he 
was daily improving, he became a correct and ef- 
fective speaker. He had fine taste in selecting the 
best words to express his ideas. He thought, read, 
and studied much, especially on moral and religious 
subjects. In the department of biblical doctrines 
and Church-history and government, he had few 
equals. 

Ilis mind was logical. He excelled in what is 
called practical or common sense. The Holy 
Scriptures were read regularly, and studied at- 
tentively. He believed them implicitly, and de- 
voted his whole 9oul to their teachings. 

Hia preaching was spiritual. All merely specu- 
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lative questions he avoided in the pulpit. Christ 
crucified for the world, the manner and means of 
receiving him, and the evidences of having done so, 
as well as the duties arising from our obligations, 
were his favorite themes. He was an attractive and 
instructive preacher, and sometimes a powerful one. 
Splendid displays of imagination, culled in the 
field of fancy and carefully stored in the memory, 
to be used for gaining admiration, were distasteful 
to Mm. He was solemn and deeply in earnest in 
delivering his message. His first and only aim was 
to be understood by all, and to draw his hearers to 
Christ; and he would as soon have put on gor- 
geous apparel as to have dressed his sermons in an 
ornate, oratorical style. He preferred, in this re- 
spect, to imitate Christ, his apostles, and "Wesley. 

His piety was profound. Conscientiousness was 
a prominent trait in his character, and one more 
truthful in word and deed I never saw. He prayed 
much. and regularly — took all his cares and wants 
to God in prayer. His standard of religion, ex- 
perimental and practical, was a high one. Ho 
watched, prayed, fasted, and labored in earnestness. 
He was a holy man, loving God with all his heart, 
and his neighbor as himself. Ko one ever was 
known to doubt his purity of character: in this he 
was a bright exemplar. In his social intercourse 
there was nothing light or frivolous. A simple 
gi'avity was charaeteristie of his manner; and yet 
there was in it nothing repulsive. It seemed im- 
possible to associate with him and not to respect 
and venerate him ; and in an ingenuous mind, these 
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feelings aoon warmed into love of the most en- 
during kind. 

He loved the Church, It is doubted whether any 
man since St, Paul — not even excepting Asbury — 
loved it more. Such was his anxioua' concern for 
itB welfare, that his very soul was burdened with 
care. The difl'ereiice, in this respect, between men 
equally good and great, has often been seen, Sonio 
phyaieiaiis are so constituted that every ease of se- 
rious illness among their patients harasses them — 
they cannot dismiss it from their minds. They en- 
ter into the sympathies of their patients and their 
families; they become nurses, as well as doctors. 
And such are apt to wear themselves out, and sink 
into premature graves. Yet others can perform, 
and faithfully too, their professional duties, and 
soon banish anxiety from their hearts. It is so 
with preachers, I have imagined St. Paul was one 
of the former class — was always oppressed by "the 
care of all the Churches ;" while St. Peter was 
probably of the latter class. It is so now, and has 
ever been so, among preachers and Bishops; and 
they are neither better nor worse for it, if re- 
strained within reasonable bounds, and arising 
from purely constitutional tendencies. Now, Bishop 
McEendree, in this respect, belonged to the former 
class. Ho could not divest himself of anxiety 
about any interest of the Church when it was 
in the least imperiled. From 1820 to 1828, he was 
greatly troubled. He regarded the efficiency of the 
Episcopacy and the itinerant system as in peril, in 
the Reform and Itadical movements of that period, 
vob. II. — 10 



HosmoD, Google 



218 LIFE AKD TIMES OF 

The prosperity and safety of the Church, he firmly 
believed, were identified with the strict observance 
of the chartered rights of the constitution. Inno- 
vations on this instrument he regarded with alarm. 
In other things, not tending to lower the scriptural 
and Wealeyan standard of experimental and practi- 
cal piety of the Church, he was liberal: so that 
while he opposed changes, the utility of which he 
doubted, and was therefore a conservaiive, in other 
things he was a progressionist. Yet he stood openly 
opposed to sudden and great changes, and his motto 
might have been "Festina lente." 

Like Asbury, Lee, Bruce, and a good many of the 
Methodist itinerant preachers of their day, Bishop 
McKendree never n;iarricd ; nor have we any reason 
to believe he ever attempted to do so. At that time 
their salary was so small, their appointments so 
often changed, and their work so arduous, that, as 
a general rule, to marry was to locate. Indeed, 
preachers and people disapproved of it; and to 
marry under eight or ten years of itinerant service, 
was regarded with general disfavor, almost amount- 
ing to proof positive of backsliding, as an itinerant 
preacher. To be changed every three or six 
months, to drag a family from the Atlantic sea- 
board to the Holaton or to Cumberland, was a very 
serious matter. A preacher might love a lady too 
much to seek her hand; so thought many who 
could "receive" St. Paul's advice to the preachers 
of his day. Some of this early class did marry in 
advanced life, perhaps upon the principle which an 
old itinerant ouce gave as \m apology for so doing, 
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that he could no longer travel and preach, and wag 
fit for nothing else; he had, therefore, got married 
and located. Now, the wiiter thinks that the 
Church and the world are better ofl' on ftccount of 
this habit of our fathers. Bishop MeKendree was 
probably far more useful as a single man than he 
could have been otherwise. The condition of the 
work at that time seemed to require it of him; and 
it is very questionable whether the habit of the 
present day of assuming the care of a family while 
quite young in the ministry, is the "better" way. 
The Bishop, while he thought it lawful, did uot 
think it was expedient for him to marry: "he never 
found time to get married." 

He was a model Bishop, combining every qualifi- 
cation for this high and holy ofBee — wise, prudent, 
vigilant, industrious, unselfish, unblamable, and 
holy— -he presided with dignity and gentleness, and 
preached with power and success. By no act or 
word did he dishonor his office. He was the first 
native American Bishop in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and inferior in the aggregate of those quali- 
ties which the office requires to no one before or 
since his day. No man can ever fill the niche of 
Asbury — he was, under God, the father of Ameri- 
can Methodism — ho waa superior to MeKendree 
only in priority of time, length of life, and services. 
Both of them did what they could — all they could. 
The mantle of the elder fell on his shoulders, and 
both unreservedly consecrated their all to Gtod and 
his Church. "Wesley drew from the Bible the plan 
of the spiritual edifice, Asbury began to huild it 
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up in America, and MeKendrce carried forward the 
work "as a wise maater-builder." 

It would be unjust to the memory of Bishop 
McKendreo not to notice the fact that he felt the 
liveliest interest in all the religious and intellcctoal 
enterprises of his time. He was the first President 
of ourBihie and Missionary Societies, and when it 
was proposed to merge the former in the "Ameri- 
can Bible Society," he gave it his concurrence, and 
was ever its ardent friend. His devotion to the 
Missionary Society needs not to be repeated; so 
also aa to Sunday-schools. He was, moreover, 
deeply impressed with the importance and necessity 
of education. He had seen the unfortunate attempt 
of Bishops Coke and Asbury to build up Cokesbury 
into a literary institution of high grade. He had 
been mortified by a similar failure in Kentucky to 
found Bethel Academy, and he wisely thought that 
our resources were then inadequate and the country 
too new to justify costly attempts; but for many 
years before his death he was exceedingly desirous 
to see our people unite in erecting a few first-class 
colleges. The last letter the writer ever received 
from him, and not long previous to his death, con- 
tained fifty dollars for La Grange College, signed, 
"Nobodj'." The handwriting detected the giver. 
Uo appeal had been made to him; yet, out of his 
annual pittance, he was prompted by his interest in 
the cause of education to make the donation, and 
tried to conceal the donoi'. Hia special object was 
that the money should be applied to place in the 
College-library the standard religious literature of 
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the Cliurcli, for the religious instruction and hencfit 
of the students. Of course it was done. 

Was Bishop MeKendree a great man ? In reply, 
it must be said the answer depends upon the mean- 
ing of the question, "We readily admit he was not 
preeminent as a scholar, an orator, a writer, or a 
preacher; still he was more than respectable in all 
these particulars, and yet many, doubtless, excelled 
him in each of these departments— some in one, 
and some in another. In all that constitutes genius 
and intellectual preeminence, we admit at once he 
had many superiors ; yet his mind was richly stored 
with varied and useful knowledge. He had a fine 
fancy, without a brilliant imagination; his appre- 
hensions were very quick and correct; bis judgment 
was excellent; his language simple, chaste, and 
appropriate; his manner grave and graceful. He 
was a sound theologian, a good expositor — always 
methodical and clear — and in his palmy days a 
deeply impressive and powerful preacher. In his 
official deportment, as well as in piety toward God 
and absorbing devotion to the eternal interests of 
men, he had no superior: so that while he was in 
every respect highly reputable, yea, eminent in 
many things, without claiming preeminence in any 
one endowment, yet take him in the aggregate — 
mind, heart, life, labors, and results — he was a great 
man; and we doubt not the judgment of the last 
day will so decide. 
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Among the various documents which have fallen 
into the hands of the author, it has been judged 
best to present in an Appendix to his "Life and 
Times," Eome of those which could not be oon- 
venientiy introduced in the chronological order of 
the work, yet serve to illustrate his character and 
his sentiments, as well as the history of hia coad- 
jutors. In pursuance of this object, we first pre- 
sent the admirable Sermon of Bishop Soule on the 
Death of Bishop McKendree, delivered at the re- 
quest of the General Conference, in the city 
of Cincinnati, May 11, 1836, and published by 
order of that body. We insert it in this place, 
the more readily because it has frequently been 
called for, and is now nearly or entirely out of print, 
and notwithstanding the liberal use made of it in 
th^ preceding pages of this work. 

SERMON 

ON THE DEATH OF THE EEV. WILLIAM M'KENDREE. 

" Eemember tliem who Lave the rule over you, wto have epoken 
unto you the word of God ; whose faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation ; Jeana Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever." Heb. xiii. 1, 8. 

When in the providence of God, great and good men 
>are removed from the world, and from those relations they 
(233) 
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have sustained to their fellow-men, to their eternal rewards, 
it ia highly proper that suitable respect should be paid to 
their memory, and that their names and their virtues should 
be handed down to posterity, as examples for the instruo- 
tion and improvement of succeeding generations. The 
practice of all civilized nations, from the commcocement of 
the organization of society down to the present period, is in 
accordance with this sentiment. Nor is it easy to calculate 
the influence which the opinions and the examples of men 
of generations, and of ages long since passed away, con- 
tinue to exert over the habits of thinking and aetion, of the 
present race, and which they will not cease to exert 
through the successive periods of future time. The Jews 
were distinguished for their sacred monuments, designed to 
perpetuate the memory of their patriarchs, their tings, and 
their prophets. But the light of the Christian era affords 
the purest and most perfect examples of all which, in re- 
gard either to aentivwnt or action, is worthy to be perpetu- 
ated, in fadeless records, to the end of time. One of the 
peculiar excellences of the New Testament Scriptures is 
the moral portraiture of the most pure, illustrious, and 
benevolent characters which ever enlightened and adorned 
our world. And these characters were everywhere ex- 
hibited as patterns for our imitation, as examples both of 
our feith and practice. But when the mind surveys the 
simplicity and beauty of truth, and the uncompromising 
virtue and unsullied integrity of the ministers and follow- 
ers of Jesus of Nazareth, as portrayed in the records of the 
apostolic a^, and having perceived the majesty and gran- 
deur of the admirable picture, passes onward through a 
succession of following ages, the contrast becomes a matter 
of melancholy and painful reflection. 

Scarcely had the apostles of Jesus Christ, who had re- 
ceived their commission and their instructions from the lips 
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of their adorable Master, and their immediate successors in 
the grand work of evangelizing the world, "finished their 
course," and ent<?red upon their eternal rewards, before the 
sijdem, of truth which they had published, and the plan of 
its promulgation by which they had been guided, were siib- 
jtct to innovations in the hands of those who came after 
them. A aingle century, from the day of Pentecost, had 
not passed away before the Gnostic heresy had invaded the 
infant Church, and corrupted the pure fountains of gospel 
truth. Bo early did the "wisdom of men," in the form of 
a subtle, intricate, and superstitious philosophy, mingle with 
the sublime doctrines of the Christian revelation the absurd 
dogmas of "Oriental science." Doctors soon appear, not 
to preach to their congregations the pure, unadulterated 
"word of God," but to "teach for doctrine" the unmean- 
ing jargon of their respective schook. In the progress of 
these corruptions of primitive Christianity, other evils 
sprung up, and mingled their influence in demolishing; that 
simple and beautiful structure which had been modeled by 
infinite wisdom, and reared up under the immediate super- 
intendence of Jesus and his apostles. 

This work of earthly wisdom, (md policy had not continued 
long before the relations established by the Christian insti- 
tutes between pastors and their flocks — between ministers 
of the gospel and those converted to the faith of Christ 
through tlieir ministry—assumed a character widely differ- 
ent from that which was formed by the original charter. 
The superior clergy, giddy with the metaphysical specula- 
tions of their favorite philosophy, and corrupted by the 
"love of tho world," soon set up claims to power and rule 
unauthorized by their "holy vocation;" seeking rather the 
authority of the civil rulers, to lord it over God's heritage, 
than that moral influence which was founded in the prin- 
ciples and obligations of a "kingdom which was not of this 
10* 
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world." A dark age ensued, in which the light of evangel- 
ical truth was well-nigh extinguished ; and if it shone at 
all, was confined almost exclusively to the humble and ob- 
scure, both of the cle^y and laity. In such a state of 
things, it is not surprising that homage diould be paid to 
men, which was due only to God; and that the simplicity 
of the apostolic direction to the Church at Jerusalem to 
engrave the virtues and labors of their pastors upon the 
table of tbdr memory, and to regard them in their fidelity 
as patterns for their imitation, should give place to pom- 
pous titles, splendid temples, gorgeous pictures, sculptured 
marble, and idolatrous festivals. To cap this climax of 
usurpation and impiety, the professed heralds of a Saviour 
born in a manger, and crucified upon a cross, claimed the 
prerogative of deposing civil princes and setting their feet 
upon the necks of kings ; ^id not contented with the 
proud pretension to the right of imiversal dictation in mat 
ters belonging to the civil empire, they proclaimed them- 
selves God's vicegerents upon earth and intercessors for 
men before the throne of heaven. 

In casting our eye over this succession of gloomy ages, 
distinguished chiefly by such melancholy corruptions of the 
purest system of religion and morals which the world ever 
saw, it affords us peculiar satis&ction to perceive, at differ- 
ent periods, some rays of heavenly light penetrating the 
gloom of that spiritual darkness which had covered the 
face of the earth. Here and there a luminous spot appears 
upon the dark and dismal abyss. Here and there a daring 
spirit, a bold defender of the feith of Jesus, rose up by the 
inspiration of the Almighty, and gave "lucid proof" that 
the " wisdom of the world was foolishness with God." 

The morning of the sixteenth century was a day-*pring 
from on high to the Church in the wQdemess, and an era 
full of hope and of promise to the benighted nations. Who 



HosmoD, Google 



APPENDIX. 227 

can doubt that Lutter was raised up by the special agency 
of God to counteract the corruptions and blasphemies of 
the Church of Rome ? 

But the work of this great and distinguished Saxon Re- 
former was but in part a restoration of what had been lost 
in the lapse of those ages of apostasy from the doctrines 
and morals of Christianity which had preceded. Many of 
the abominations of the papal hierarchy were brought to 
light — the blasphemous claims of the sovereign pontiff to 
grant indulgences, remove penalties, and remit sins of all 
sorts, were exposed and denounced with a clearness of argu- 
ment and zeal of moral courage worthy of the cause of 
truth and of the illustrious agents who were engaged in its 
promotion. Learning and philosophy, always favorable to 
the progress of the gospel, when guided by the light of the 
revelation of God, were directed into pure channels, and 
rendered efficient auxiliaries in the advancement of the 
Reformation, Universities became the scats of theological 
discussion, which seldom, if ever, closed without obvious 
advantage to the cause of the Reformers. Princes long sub- 
ject to the papal domination, wakened up by tlie uncom- 
promising Saxon, began to think and speak with freedom 
on matters of faith and practice. In the progre® of the 
Reformation, numerous persons of distinction and influence 
were employed by the Divine Providence, as instruments m 
removing the "works of darkness," and repairing the ruins 
of the beautiful temple of Christianity. But while this 
work was in progress, there were more outside than inside 
workmen; and the master-builders were not always agreed 
with r^ard to the plan which should be pursued, the 
materials which should be used, or the workmen who should 
be employed in completing the noble superstructure. In 
such a state of things, it should not be considered mar- 
velous that a portion of "wood, hay, stubble," should 
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be mixed with the "gold, silver, precious stones;" and 
that more regard should be paid to the exterior form, 
scaffolding, and outworks of the building, than to the per- 
fection and beauty of the interior workmanship. 

Although this and the succeeding century was a glorious 
era in the history of the Church, presenting a grand con- 
stellation of "burning and shining lights" in the cause of 
truth, yet it ia to be regretted that the Church and State 
were so incorporated as to produce an unhappy effect on 
the religious state of the clergy, and consequently to hinder, 
in some measure, the progress of Christian piety. Prelates 
of the Reformed Church, while they held in just abhorrence 
the claims and pretensions of the papal see, saw nothing in- 
consistent with the reli^on of a crucified Saviour, or with 
their calling as his ministers, in being themselves "lords 
temporal " as well as spiritual. Whatever might have 
been the external state of the different branches of the 
Church at the commencement of the eighteenth century, it 
is very obvious that there was a great deficiency on the 
psirt of the ministry. While the prescribed forma of 
religion were regarded with scrupulous obseryance, the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of the goape! were too seldom pro- 
claimed and too feebly enforced. The result was a gen- 
eral defect in vital godliness and a corresponding laxity in 
moral discipline. It was in the midst of such a state of 
things that the great and blessed revival of religion com- 
menced at Oxford early in this century. 

The Rev. John Wesley was the chief instrument in the 
rise and early progress of this revival. The extraordinary 
acuteness and strength of his mental powers, the variety 
and depth of his learning, his moral courage, his persever- 
ing zeal, and the strict purity of his life, all combined, 
qualified him, in an emment degree, for this great work. 

And here it should be remembered that it was not the 
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articles of faith, or tlie liturgy of the English Church, with 
which Mr. Wesley contended, or which he desired to 
change or reform ; but he was rather the firm defender 
of both. And why should we who acknowledge him, under 
God, as the founder of that religious body of which we are 
members, place ourselves in opposition to either? But 
while this great and good roan was well satisfied with the 
docbine and government of the i^tablishmcnt, he clearly 
Baw the extensive defect of experimental and practical 
religion both with the clergy and laity. To remove this 
defect, and restore the principles and blessings of primitive 
Christianity to the Church, were the great objects of hia 
studies and his labors. But the era of which we now speak, 
embracing the history of Wesley, and those who were 
"workers together with him," is distinctly marked by 
several very important points. 

Mr. Wesley, notwithstanding the prejudices of his educa- 
tion, became fully convinced that bishops and presbyters 
were the same order in the primitive Church ; and conse- 
quently that the doctrine of succession and exclusive right 
of ordination, existing in the bishop, as maintained by 
many of the prelates of the English hierarchy, were not 
founded in the Constitution of the Christian Church, or 
warranted by any practice in the uncorrupted period of 
her history. In addition to this conviction, the providence 
of God, in an extraordinary manner, led Mr. Wesley to 
perceive that a divine call to the work of preaching the 
gospel, and the qualifications for this holy vocation, were 
not confined to those who were "regularly educated for the 
sacred office ;" but that in the wisdom, of Him who " seeth ■ 
not as man seeth," the "foolish things of the world were 
frequently chosen to confound the wise," Hence his ad- 
mirable and truly scriptural test of those who think they 
are moved by the Holy Ghost to preach. 
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The employment of "lay preatihers" — that i 
who were neither educated for the miniistry, nor in the cler- 
ical orders io the Established Church — forms a very promi- 
nent and important feature of the Wesleyan system, which, 
by the blessing of God, has been productive of the most 
extensive and happy results in the four quarters of the 
globe. Another characteristic of this system is the organ- 
ization and establishment of an efficient itinerant ministry, 
in conformity to that command, "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature," and in accord- 
ance with the practice of tlie apostles and their immediate 
Bucceaaors in tlie work of evangelizing the earth. As the 
commencement of this era in the history of the Reformed 
Churches was distinguished by the revival of the pure 
doctrines and moral discipline of the gospel, so its exten- 
sion, and almost unparalleled progress, have been at- 
tended by the powerfiil influwicee of the Holy Spirit. 
To turn men from "darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God," and to build them up in that "holi- 
ness without which no man shall see the Lord," is tlio 
grand design of the preaching of the gospel. And to ac- 
complish this design, Christ must be preaehed in all his 
offices. The whole system of his religion must be pro- 
claimed. Its doctrines, precepts, promises, and threaten- 
ings, must be clearly set forth and enforced. The whole 
must be brought home to the hearts and consciences of the 
hearers. Sinners must be made to feel their sinfuInesB 
and guilt, and to know that salvation is by "grace through 
faith " alone. 

These are, and have been from the beginning, the 
leading features of the Wesleyan revival. In its rise 
and progress it has enlisted the influence of a consider- 
able number of men, distinguished as much for their ex- 
traordinary talents, and their profound learning, as for 
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the depth of their piety, the purity of their liv^ and 
the extent and usefulneos of their labors. But by &.r the 
greater part of those ministera who have been honored of 
God, as instruments in the advancement of this great and 
extensive revival of primitive Christianity, have been men 
who made no pretensions to talents of a superior order, or 
to the peculiar advantages of learning and sdenee. They 
have been called, in the wisdom of tlie divine counsels, 
from almost every profession and occupation in life. Thus 
has it been shown in this latter day, as well as at the begin- 
ning of the gospel dispensation, that the proud pretensions 
of reason and philosophy, however they may be viewed by 
men, are of little account with God ; and that the success 
of the "preaching of the cross" essentially depends upon 
the doctrine of that promise, "Lo I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world," Among the instruments 
thus called and qualified by the great Head of the Church, 
in the progress of this work, William McKendree, that 
beloved minister of Jesus Christ, whose Christian and min- 
isterial character this discourse is designed to exhibit as an 
example for those who shall come after, occupies an elevated 
and distinguished station. 

In my attempt to accomplish this object, I shall en- 
deavor, first, to point out the character which the apostle 
has given of a Christian pastor, or minister ; and secondly, 
show wherein this character has been sustained and ex- 
emplified in tlie Christian life, ministerial labors, and of- 
ficial oversight of the late lamented senior Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

I. The words of our text lead us back in our meditations 
and researches to the original fountains of gospel truth. 
They point us to the origin of a system which claims to be 
of divine appointment, and designed to be perpetuated to 
the end of time. They direct our attenlion to the first 
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Church, or assembly, ever organized oa the principles of 
the Christian institutes— the Church at Jerusalem. In this 
city prophets had pointed to the Messiah, and proclaimed 
the laws and the conquests of his kingdom. Here Jesus 
Christ, the author of our salvation, in Jm oum person, had 
taught the doctrines of that kingdom. Here he was per- 
secuted, arrested, crucified. Here he slept in the tomb, and 
here he rose triumphant from the dominion of death and 
the grave. At this city he directed his chosen apostles to 
remam nntll they were endued with power from on high," 
as in easential qualification for the work he had appointed 
them to lo Here they received that power in the promised 
deacLct of tlie Holy Ghost, on the day of Pentecost. Here 
the fountain was opened, and from here the "law went 
forth and the word of the Lord flowed out. In this city 
the apo-itles of Jesus, who had received their instructions 
fr m the lips of their divine Master, planted the first 
C hnshan Chureh. Probably we have in the organization 
of this Church as perfect a model as the world has ever 
seen. The relation and reciprocal duties of the pastor and 
his flock, of the minister and " those over whom he was ap- 
pointed minister," are sot forth in the view given of this 
Church with a simplicity and beauty strikingly character- 
istic of the purest age of Christianity, 

It is not pretended tha.t the predse formula observed in 
the Church at Jerusalem is essential to tlie existence of 
every Christian community. Indeed, it appears highly 
probable that such internal regulations and external forma 
as were not essential to the doctrines, order, and moral dis- 
cipline of the "household of faith," as laid down by Christ 
and his inspired apostles, were varied in the primitive 
Churches, as change of place or circumstances might re- 
quire. But as the Church is the " body of Christ," and 
" the temple of the living God," the preservation of an 
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order of ministers appointed by Clirist, holding s 
t!ie fundamental doctrines of tlie Christian revelation, the 
preaching of the pure word of God, and the adxoinistration 
of the dbcipline and ordinances of the gospel institution, 
are essential to its very existence. Without theise there can 
be no living Church, no assembly or community pleasing 
and acceptable to God. All associations professedly Chris- 
tian, in which all, or any, of these points are totally wantr 
ing, or materially defective, have either never been formed 
" according to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ," or they 
have fallen and become apostate. In view of these pre- 
requisites as the essential constituents of a Christian Church, 
wo observe— 

1. That the ministers of the gospd, in the apostolie age, 
were distinguUhed by their fecial ealling to the work of 
&e minidn/. No one can have carefully ex-amined the 
history of the divine Saviour, as furnished m the holy evan- 
gelists, mthout having perceived that the "pleaching of 
the gospel" has been ordained as the means of faith and 
salvation, and as the chief instrument by which the Chris- 
tian cause is to extend, and iinally cover the whole earth. 
It is equally plain from the same records, that the appoint- 
ment of the agents by whom this work is to he carried on 
and finally completed, is the exclusive prerogative of Jesus 
Clirist — a prerogative which he has never delegated, which 
he now holds in his own hands, and will continue to hold 
till the end of time. He commenced the exercise of this 
authority in tho selecliou of his first disciples to attend his 
person and receive his instructions, preparatory to the work 
which was afterward assigned them. He continued the ex- 
ercise of it by sending out these disciples at difierent times 
on eiTands of mercy while he continued upon earth. But 
tlie most signal exhibition of that authority was made after 
his i-esurrectiou, and immediately before he ascended up 
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into heaven, to take possession of the mediatorial govern- 
ment at the right hand of the Father. This was a period 
in the history of human salvation pregnant with interests 
of the deepest concern to man. It waa a point in time 
when the " Prince of life, Immanuel, God with us," gave his 
last and fiiUest instructions in r^ard to the means and 
manner of the promulgation of his liingdom upon earth. 
His right of legislation and government was asserted: "All 
power is given unto me, both in heaven and in earth." The 
commission given to the apostles, who were present on the 
occasion, and to all the true ministers of the gospel salva- 
tion, is declared to be by virtue of this right : " Go ye, 
Sierefore, and teach all nations," etc "And lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world." Who can 
doubt that both the right of appointment, and the annexed 
promise of perpetual aid from the continual presence of 
Christ, embrace the succession of the Christian ministry 
through all fixture time? 

The principles which the great Head of the Church had 
established at this memorable period, and which were to 
remain unchanged through all the succeeding ages of the 
world, were strikingly illustrated and confirmed shortly 
afterward on the day of Pentecost. To the commission, 
and special instructions with regard to its execution, was 
now added the gift of the Holy Ghost, as the fuliiUment of 
the promise of the Father. By his agency the chosen apos- 
tles were "endued with power from on high," and were 
thus qualified to go forth in their Master's employment, with 
zeal and authority which their adversaries were not able to 
gainsay or resist. It was the zeal of conviction ; it was the 
authority of truth ; it was the power of God. As the work 
advanced, others were called to participate in the blessed 
employment; but in no instance was any one admitted to 
labor in this vineyard without proof of his being specially 
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called and cliosen of God. It is worthy of our particular 
attention, that when the apostles and disciples were assem- 
bled at Jerusalem, after the ascension of then- divine Mas- 
tor, and before the descent of the Holy Ghost, in filling the 
vacancy in the apostolic college occasioned by the apostasy 
of Judas, they made no pretensions to any riglii or <mthority 
to determine on the person who should fill that holy office, 
Thev were tully persuaded of the exclusive ri^M of Him 
who had chu'-en them at first, and who had so recently 
^^sulc^ them that all authority in heaven and earth was in 
his hands And in this persuasion, having selected two 
from their little company, "they prayed, and said. Thou 
Lord which knowest the hearts of all men, show whether 
of these two thou hast chosen." 

Ihe answer was given by lot, and he whom God had 
chosen "was numbered with the eleven apostles." This is 
the last instance of the use of the lot recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures. A different method by which God's election of 
men for the work of the ministry might he knoivn, was in- 
troduced on the day of Pentecost, and will remain in the 
Church Ull the " consummation of all things," All true 
ministers of Jesus Christ have been " moved by the Holy 
Ghost" to preach the everlasting gospel. By his influence 
they have been enlightened and persuaded of their holy 
vocation; and by his agency success has attended their 
labors, and support and comfort administered to their souls 
in all their tribulations. It is therefore very meet and 
right that tiie Church should continually pray that the 
Lord would pour upon all the ministers of his sanctuary the 
Holy Ghost for the office and work to which he has called 
them. 

The beautiful climax of the apostle in the 14th and 15th 
verses of the 10th chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, is 
an inimitablo illustration of this doctrine. Salvation is 
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God's free gift both to Jews and Gentiles ; and this grace 
God has richly provided in the gospel of his dear Son. And 
■whomsoever will call on the name of the Ix)rd, shall receive 
this salvation. "But how shall they call on him in whoja 
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? and how shall they heai' 
mthout a preacher? and how shall they preach except they 
be sent?" The message to be published is the gospel of 
peace, the word of reconciliation; glad tidings of good 
things ; and he who publishes it must be sent by its Author. 
A great man has the following admirable remark with ref- 
erence to this message : " None can effectually preach this, 
unless he have a divine missimi. The matter must come 
from God; and the ^er^ow who proclaims it must have both 
avUiority and unction from on high," Hence it will appear 
who are truly in that " order of succession" appointed ac- 
cording to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever 
may be the vain pretensions of men, those, and ilwge only, 
who are sent of God, who are moved by the Holy Spirit to 
preach the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, are in tliia 



2. Being thus called and qualified, the first ministers of 
the gospel went forth " preaching the word of God." The 
word of Gfod here means the whole system of the gospel 
revelation, embracing the doctrines, precepts, and sanctions 
therein contained ; especially what appertained to the char- 
acter, office, and work of Jesus Christ as our Mediator and 
Saviour, 

One of the peculiar features of the primitive preaching 
of the gospel word was the purity in which the doctrines of 
Christ were maintained and taught to the people. The 
Jewish teachers were exceedingly zealous of the traditions of 
their fathers, and, corrupting the oracles of God, "taught 
for doctrines the commandments of men." The echuols of 
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learning and philosophy became the authors and patrons of 
theories as absurd and conflicting in their principles as im- 
moral and destructive in their tendency. But while "dark- 
nAs covered the earth, and gross darknesa the people," the 
servants of Jesus were holding out the lamp of life, and 
pointing the nations to the "Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sin of the world " While the "Jews required a sign, 
and the tiecks sought aftei wisdom," while a corrupt and 
auperstitiouB religion, in alliance with"suente falsely so 
called," wa-f enslaving the mmds of men with the most 
dangeious eriors, and leading them fiora God and fioni 
hippine'^, these uniafuming mes&engers of tiuth were 
preaching " Christ crucified — Clirist the power of God and 
the wisdom of God," They were publishing the narrative 
of the incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth, and proclaiming salvation as God's gracious gift, 
through feith in his name. While, after all the specula^ 
tions of reason and philosophy, the nations were veiled in 
uncei-tainty and doubt with regard to God, the immortality 
of the soul, and a future state of existence, these " un- 
learned" men declared the nature, and attributes, and 
8 of Jehovah, and showed that " life and immortality 
. brought to light in the gospel." But while they 
.e unsearchable riches of Christ," the whole 
system of doctrine was applied to the experimental and 
practical purposes of life, to renew the hearts and regulate 
the conduct of men. They had received the records of the 
truth of God, and out of those records they did not travel. 
Christ had specially instructed them to teach the nations to 
observe all things whatsoever he had commanded them. In 
strict conformity to these instructions, their ministry was al- 
ways practical. They "preached" a fiiith which was unto 
justification — a faith which confided in all the promises of 
God — a faith which worked by love and purified the heart. 
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3. The ministers of the apostolic age were distinguished 
aa well by the extent of their travels and labors as by the 
purity and simplicity of their doctrines. Their plan of 
"preaching the word of QoA" was. strictly itinerant. In 
this they had taken the example of their Master as their 
pattern, his authority aa their commissiMi, and his com- 
mand as their obligation. Nor dora it anywhere appear 
that they had any other view but to continue the operation 
of this plan, till all the nations of the earth should be dis- 
cipled to Christ, and the knowledge of God be as extensive 
as the influence of the natural sun. It was not the apostles 
only who were thus employed in the extensive promulga- 
tion of the gospel. The disciples who were dispersed from 
Jerusalem by the persecution which raged at the time of 
the martyrdom of Stephen, went "everywhere preaching 
the word," Among these were, doubtless, many of the 
"devout men, dwellers at Jerusalem, out of every nation 
under heaven," who heard the apostles, on the day of Pen- 
tecost, "speak, in their own tongues in which they were 
born, the wonderful works of Giod." These, having been 
converted to iiie faith of Christ by the preaching of the 
apostles, traveled into their native countries, testifying and 
preaching the things which they had seen and heard. In 
this event the Divine Providence was obviously employed 
in preparing the way for the universal spread of the gospel. 
And it is a very remarkable aad interesting truth, that be- 
fore the twelve chosen apostles had finished their course and 
entered into the joy of their Lord, the " word of God had been 
preached over a great part of the known world." Had the 
purity and simplicity of the Christian doctrine and discipline 
been preserved, and the same plan of diffusing its heavenly 
truths perpetuated till the present time, is it not highly 
probable that the whole earth would have been subdued to 
the dominion of Messiah, and the songs of salvation to 
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God and the Lamb been heard from every nation, and kin- 
dred, and people, and tongue? 

4. The first Christian ministers were dead to the world, 
and intent only on promoting the cause of their divine 
Master, and the salvation of the souls of the people. 

In the administration of the word, they preaehed not 
themselves. To be the servants and messengers of Christ, 
and as such the servants of all for his sake, were the great 
objects of their pursuit. They uniformly spofee of them- 
selves with humility and self-distrust, and pursued their 
arduous employment "in weakness, and fear, and much 
trembling." And, whatever God bad committed to them 
or wrought by them, they proclaimed themselves to be 
"earthen vessels," and ascribed the "excell«(ncy of tlie 
power" of their ministry to God alone, Jesus Christ was 
the end of their public preaching as well as of their pri- 
vate "conversation." In all their words and deeds they 
aimed to promote his glory and advance and establish his 
kingdom. The divinity of his nature, his participation in 
the essential attributes of the everlasting Father, his unity 
and equality in the Godhead, and his eternal Sonsliip, were 
themes on which they dwelt with peculiar clearness, inter- 
est, and delight Animated with an ardent and unconquer- 
able desire for the salvation of the souls of men, which had 
been begotten in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, they set 
forth, both in their private intercourse and in all their min- 
isterial labors, the deep humiliation to which the Lord 
Jesus submitted for the redemption and salvation of the 
world. They continually published his atoning sacrifice, 
the blood of the cross, as possessing saving efficacy for the 
removal of guilt and pollution, and the greatness and the 
tenderness of his compaasion for a world of miserable 
sinners. They declared his veracity in ail his great and 
precious promises, by which the confidence and hope of his 
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people were to be encouraged and supported. In all these 
respects — in his nature, in his relation to the Father, in the 
sufficiency of his merits, In his loving kindness and tender 
compassion, and in the validity of his promises — the primi- 
tive Chmtian ministers represented Jesus Christ to be the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, and as such pointed 
alt men to him as an almighty and immutable Saviour. 
This was with them the all-absorbing subject. The pleas- 
ures, the riuhes, and the honors of the world were not the 
matters of their conversation or their pursuit, but "Christ 
was all and in all." 

5. The primitive ministers had authority to rule, or gov- 
ern, in the Church. "Remember them that have [or had] 
the rule over you," and "obey tliem that have the rale 
over you." 

It was obviously the end of the dispenisation of Christ to 
form a universal Church, or community, of believers, col- 
lected out of all the nations of the earth, and to perpetuate 
this society to the end of time The funJiment^l princi 
pies on which this association «hould bet unled ^nd the 
moial rules by which it should be go^emel neie cledily 
laid down m the docfiines in! precepts ar 1 extmples of 
the adorable &avi >ur 

It IS equal!) clear thit an oider of oftice-s chained with 
the organization of this community with the iuc almm 
tiation of the holy ordinances and with the enforcement 
of wholesome discipline is of divine appointment Wl ile 
we consider these points as manifestly set foirth in the Chi is 
tjan inititutes we "vre free to atknowledge that neither 
Christ himself nor his holy apostles have eommmde 1 any 
th ng clearly ot expiessly conceinine; the external f rm of 
the Chuich and the precise method ■Kcordmg to which it 
shoull be go\emel Whit I have here noticed as being 
of divme ippomtment !'■ I appielend fuih embriced in 
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tlie coinmiissioii wliicli Christ gave to his apostles — " Go ya 
and disciple all nations," convert them to the faith of the 
gospel, and make them, my foUoviers. This being accom- 
plished, "baptize them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" Formally initiate them 
as members of the great Christian community, and as be- 
longing to the heavenly household. And being thus formed 
into a body with the same faith, interest, and affection 
"teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you." Make them to understand the precepts 
which you have received from me, and enforce the obliga^ 
tions to obedience. 

In tliese three points, if we include the ordination of 
their successors in the sacred office, consisted the nde, or 
government, which the ministers of Christ, by virtue of 
their office, were authorized to exercise. And the end of 
this government was the "perfecting of the saints, and the 
edifying of, the body of Christ." It was wisely appointed 
for the prevention or cure of all disorders in the Church, 
and for the building up of believers in their most holy faith, 
and preserving the whole body in "the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bonds of peace." Although the word which the 
apostle iises in the text, and also in the 17th verse, to ex- 
press the authority of Christian pastors and bishops, prop- 
erly signifies a ruler, or one having command, it is not a 
legitimate infei-ence that this authority was of the same 
character with that of civil rulers. It certainly never was 
the design of Christ, or the practice of his apostles, to en- 
force the discipline of the gospel by such pains and penal- 
ties as properly belong to the civQ magistrate. Indeed, the 
authority and influence of the primitive rulers in the 
Church — and the same may be said of the true Christian 
ministers in every age—" was founded, not on force, but in 
the fidelity with which thoy discharged tlie duties of their 
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function, and in the eeteem and aiFection of their flocke." 
How these ecclesiastical rulers were to exercise ttie au- 
thority with which they were invested, is very clearly 
shown in the Epistles of St. Paul to Timothy and Titus, 
and in the First Epistle of St. Peler. It was to he done by 
the influence of a godly life — by examples of patience and 
charity, illustrative of the excellency of the Christian sys- 
tem, and worthy of all imitation. "But be thou an ex- 
ample of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in feith, in purity. Feed the flock of God which 
is with you, taking the oversight — not as being lords [tem- 
poral orspiritcal] over God's heritage; but bemg ensam- 
ples, or patterns, to the flock. In all things show thyself 
a pattern of good works : in doctrine, uncorruptness, grav- 
ity, sincerity." Entreaty, reproof, and rebuke, with exhor- 
tation, complete the panoply with which the ministers of 
Christ execute their office as rulers in the Church of God, 
" Eebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father ; the 
younger men, as brethren; the elder women, as mothers; 
the younger, as sisters, with all purity. Reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all Iong-«uSering and doctrine." Pablic cen- 
sure, and excommunication from the communion of the 
Church, were the highest punishmonta which the ecclesias- 
tical rulers were authorized to inflict; and these only when, 
in the judgment of the Church, the oflendera were guilty 
of such misdemeanors as merited these punishments. The 
terrors of the papal excommunication are not to be found 
in the records of the primitive Church ; and it appears very 
certain that the administration of the discipline of the gos- 
pel was never designed to inflict any other temporal pen- 
alty than such as might result from the separation of the 
unworthy person from the fellowship of the Christian- com- 
munity. 

If the preceding observations afford a correct view of 
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the office and work of the miniaters of tbe gospel of Christ, 
it will not be difficult to perceive that there is a correspond- 
ing obligation on the part of those among whom they labor 
ii! word and doctrine. It is the duty of the flock to esteem 
their pastors highly in love, for their work's sake; to cher- 
ish for them sentiments of affection and respect; to seek 
counsel and consolation from them, in all their tribulations 
and conflicts; to submit to their godly admonitions, and to 
imitate their godly examples. And when it pleases God to 
remove them from their militant charge to his eternal king- 
dom and glory, those among whom they have exercised 
their holy function should remember them with affection, 
gratitude, and esteem. Without any apology for the length 
of the foregoing observations, I proceed — 

II. To show wherein the character of a primitive Chris- 
tian pastor, or minister, has been sustained and exemplified 
in the life, miuLBterial labors, and official oversight of the 
late senior Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

1. Bishop McEendree was born in King WOliam county, 
State of Virginia, on the 6th day of July, 1757. His 
parents, John and Mary McKendree, were both natives of 
the same State, His father was a respectable planter, and 
his son William was brought up in the same occupation, 
and early taught the arts of husbandry and the habits of 
industry and economy. The McKendree family had re- 
ceived their religious instructions in tlie Church of England, 
which at that time was the prevailing religion of the south- 
em colonies. The history of the Church at that day affords 
us a melancholy picture of the state of Christian morals. 
The clergy were more fond of ease, and wealth, and worldly 
pleasure and gratification, than of the sacred duties of their 
holy function. The religious instruction of youth was 
much neglected, and very defective; and attendance on 
balls, horse-races, card-tables, and other places of amuse- 
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ment, was generally considered not only consistent with a 
profession of religion and membership in the Church, but 
also with the character and calling of those to whom was 
committed the "cure of souls." This was truly a day of 
spiritual dartneaa. But notwithstanding this lamentable 
condition of religion and morals, young McKendree was 
restrained from gross immoralities, and preserved a charac- 
ter free' from reproach, even among the most religious of 
the day. At a very eaily period he was convinced of the 
depravity of his nature; his conscience became tender, and 
he formed resolutions to live according to the light which 
he had received. The following is his own description of 
his state at the period of which we now speak: "I do not 
recollect to have sworn more than one profane oath in my 
life; yet, as far back as memory serves, I a 
the prevalence of evil propensities, of a heart ( 
wickedness, so that, notwithstanding the restraints by which 
I was kept within the bounds of a respectable morality, 
my heart was far from being right with God ; it was de- 
ceitful and desperately wicked. Of this deplorable state 
of things I became exquisitely sensible by reading the Holy 
Scriptures at school, when I was but a small boy. For 
■want of proper instruction, my apprehension of God, the 
Redeemer, and the Holy Scriptures, was very superficial. I 
literally 'understood as a child;' and with the simplicity 
of a child, I yielded to the dictates of conscience, refrained 
from what appeared to be wrong, and, as a child, endea.v- 
ored to imilate the examples of those holy men of God, as 
Bet forth in the Scriptures." Had these impressions been 
cherished by pious instructors, and by parents who had the 
power as well as the form of godliness, there can be little 
doubt that this amiable youth, like young Timothy, would 
have, from a child, known the Holy Scriptures in such a 
manner as to have made him wise unto salvation, throngh 
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faith wliieli is in Christ Jcaus, and thereby preparecl the 
way for his entering the arduous work of the gospel minis- 
try at a much earlier period of his life than he did. But, 
for the want of such helps, and in consequence of oppo- 
sition and discouragements from those who sliould have 
taught him the way of righteouaneaa and aided him to walk 
therein at this tender age, his impressions were weakened, 
conscience became more inclined to slumber, and his re- 
ligious resolutions were shaken. But still the fear of God 
did not forsake him. It was about the time of the com- 
mencement of the revolutionary struggle, by which the 
colonies were finally separated from the British govern- 
ment, that the Methodist preachers— then under the direc- 
tion of the Rev. John Wesley — first visited that section of 
Virginia in which the McKendree family resided. William 
at this time was about nineteen years of age, possessed with 
an exquisite sensibility, and a heart all buoyant with au- 
tieipation. The ministry of the word was attended by tho 
power of the Spirit, and many were convinced that "these 
men were the servants of the most high God." Those con- 
victions which had in a great measure become extinguished 
by the amusements of the world, were now revived and 
strengtliened in the mind of this interesting young man. 
He says of himself, "I yielded to conviction, and resolved 
to lead a new life." In conformity to this resolution, he 
proposed to unite with the Methodist Society as a seeker of 
religion, and was received on trial. But here again his 
resolution was shaken, and, halting by the way, he failed to 
obtain the prize. His undisguised representation of his 
case clearly shows the danger of awakened persons associ- 
ating with those companions, however civil they may be, 
who neither love nor fear God — especially before age and 
experience have fortified the heart. 

Hiving Rotieed hi.-' connectiun with the Society, he adds, 
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" But my attachment to worldly asaociatea, who were civil 
and respectful in their deportment, had grown with my 
growth, and my conviction was not accompanied with suf- 
ficient firmnesa to dissolve the connection ; and their future 
conduct being accommodated to my reformed manners, I 
continued to enjoy the friendship both of the Society and of 
the world, but in a very imperfect degree. They continued 
to counteract and impair each other, until the love of the 
world prevailed, and my reljsh for genuine piety departed. 
I peaceably retired from Society, while my conduct con- 
tinued to secure their friendship." In this situation, with 
no material change in his religious state, except a gradual 
decline of his concern for the salvation of his soul, he con- 
tinued for several years. But hia abiding conviction of the 
importance and necessity of religion, and his exquisite sen- 
sibility to consistency of character, preserved him from, 
gross immoralities, and prevented a rapid progress in the 
way of sin. In the year 1787, he being about thirty years 
of age, a powerful and extenaiye revival of religion com- 
menced in the Brunswick Circuit, in which he lived, under 
the ministry of that devoted servant of Christ, the Eev. 
John Easter. In the course of this year, Mr. Easter added 
about twelve hundred members to the Church. This was a 
year of the deepest interest to McKendree — it was the year 
of his conversion to God— the year in which he experienced 
tliat inward and spiritual revelation of the Son of Gfod, 
which was an indispensable qualification for preaching his 
unsearchable riches. He records this eventful change in 
the following expressive terms: "My convictions were re- 
newed. They were deep and pungent. The great deep of 
the heart was broken up. Its deceit and desperately wicked 
nature were disclosed. And the awful, the eternally ruinous 
consequences clearly appeared. My repentance was sincere. 
I was desirous, and became willing, to be saved on any 
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terms. Ami after a sore and sorrowful travail of three 
days, which were employed in hearing Mr. Easter, and in 
fasting and prayer, while the man of Giod was showing a 
large congregation the way of salvation by Mfch, with a 
clearness which at once astonished and enconraged me, I 
ventured my all on Christ. In a moment my sou) was re- 
lieved of a burden too heavy to be borne, and joy instantly 
succeeded sorrow I For a short space I was fixed in silent 
adoration, giving glory to God for his unspeakable goodness 
to such an unworthy creature." Although his evidence of 
acceptance with God was so dear as to remove all doubt 
from his mind, and enable him in humble confidence to cry, 
"Abba, Father!" it was but a short time before he was 
perplexed with doubts and fears relative to the reality of 
the change. In this stata of uncertainty he continued for 
six weeks. But notwithstanding his exercise was deep and 
sorrowful, he was graciously supported, and received many 
encouraging manifestations. "But," to use his own words, 
3 of receiving in feith, and giving glory to God, I 
d aU into uncertainty, and had multiplied perplexity 
and sorrow for my reward." At the close of this severe 
conflict, he received a new and full assurance of his adop- 
tion into the heavenly family, in regard to which Messed 
event he says: "But thanks be to God, who, by a mani- 
festation of truth, accompanied by its own evidence, re- 
moved all my doubts, I was confirmed in tlie faith of the 
gospel, and of my personal acceptance, in which I have re- 
mained steadfast to the present day. Many have been my 
imperfections and failures, and I have had convictions and 
repentance for them ; but nothing of the kind has shaken 
my confidence in the reality of the change wrought in me 
by the Spirit of God at my conversion." Soon after this, he 
heard the doctrine of " Christian perfection set forth in its 
native simplicity," and such were its peculiar beauties and 
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dmne excellences in liia estimation, that lie immediately 
resolved, by God's grace, to seek and obtain the lalessing. 
This resolution, he carried into practice; and the result, 
which he gives in the following words, should be matter 
of encours^ment to all who desire tliis blessed state. 
" Eventually," he says, " I obtained deliverance from un- 
holy passions, and found myself possessed of ability to resist 
temptation, take up and bear the cross, and to exercise faith 
and patience, and all the graces of tlie Spirit, in a manner 
before unknown." Soon after he had experienced the wit- 
ness of his acceptance with God, he began to feel a deep 
concern for the salvation of his fellow-creatures, especially 
those who had been his particular friends and associates. 
With these he conversed in private on their eternal inter- 
est, and exhorted them with tears to flee from the wrath to 
come, and to embrace Christ as their Saviour. His soul 
was frequently drawn out in secret prayer, with ardent de- 
sires for their conversion to God. He soon began to exer- 
cise in the public prayer-meetings. The fruits of these 
early labors were obvious, Numbers were convicted, con- 
verted, or comforted, through his instrumentality. It was 
but a few months from the time of his conversion tUl his 
mind became deeply exercised in regard to the work of the 
ministry. And these exercises were greatly increased by 
the fact that many of the experienced and pious members 
of the Society, as well as the preachers, were deeply im- 
pr^sed with a conviction that it was his duty to preach the 
gospel. But this did not satisfy him. He wanted for him- 
self a iiiU proof of Christ speaking in him, and was fearful 
of preaching before he was sent The Rev. Mr. Easter, 
who was his spiritual father, and who was of the opinion 
that God had called him to the work, proposed to him to 
travel with him round the circuit. He yielded to this proposal 
with fear and trembling. On tlie one hand he feared that 
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tlie course pursued with him by those in whose piety and 
judgment he had great confidence, and who consequently 
had much influence with him, might lead him to a prema- 
ture attempt, which was liable to eventuate in the injury of 
a cause which he roost ardently desired to promote; and on 
the other, having strong conviction of duty in his own mind, 
he was tremblingly alive to the consequences of refusing to 
obey. Hia deficiency in literary aequivements — having had 
only a common English education — his conscious want of 
experience in the knowledge of men and things, and 
especially his apprehension of his superficial acquaintance 
with the Holy Scriptures, presented to his mind so many 
formidable difficulties in the way of a successful prosecu- 
tion of the work, as to produce the most severe conflict. 
In this fiery trial he left Mr. Easter and returned home, 
but was unable to attend to business in consequence of the 
deep struggle and anguish of his spirit. In this way, to 
use his own words, " he was tossed to and fro " until the 
sitting of the Conference, which took place in Petersburg, 
Virginia. Here he was recommended by the preacher, 
received on trial, and appointed by the Bishop to Mecklen- 
burg Circuit. This was in less than nine months from the 
time of his conversion. He was never licensed as a local 
preacher before he commenced traveling, and never located 
afterward. So that he never sustained the character of a 
local preacher, either before or after he was admitted into 
the Conference, 

The state of his mind, with reference to his call to "the 
ministry, at the time he joined the Conference, and for 
more than a year after, and the manner in which he be- 
came fully satisfied of his duty in this respect, I prefer to 
give in his own words, which are as follows: "I went im- 
mediately to the circuit to which I was appointed, relying 
more on the judgment of experienced ministers, in whom I 
H* 
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confided, than on any clear conviction of my call to the 
work ; and when I yielded to their judgment, I firmly re- 
solved not to deceive them, and to retire as soon aa I 
should be convinced that I was not called of God, and to 
conduct myself in such a manner that if I failed, my friends 
might be satisfied it was not for want of effort on my pait, 
but that their judgment was not well founded. This resolu- 
tion supported me under many doubts and fears, for enter- 
ing into the work of a traveling preacher neither removed 
my doubts nor the difficulties that attended my labors. 
Sustained by a determination to make a full trial, I resorted 
to festing and prayer, and waited for those kind frienda 
who had the charge and government over me to dismiss me 
fiom the work. But I waited in Vain. In this state of 
suspense, my reasoning might have terminated in discourag- 
ing and ruinous conclusions, had I not been comforted and 
supported by tlie kind and encouraging manner in which I 
was received by aged and experienced brethren, by the 
manifest presence of God in our meetings, which were 
frequently lively and profitable; and sometimes souls were 
convicted and converted, which afforded considerable en- 
couragement, and by the union and communion of my 
Saviour in private devotion, which he graciously afforded 
me in the intervals of my very imperfect attempts to preach 
his gospel. In this way I became satisfied of my call to tho 
ministry, and that I was moving in the line of my duty." 
In taking a summary view of the dealings of God with 
his servant, as previously noticed, the following particulars 
are worthy of our special attention : 1, He had a strokg 
convwtion- in his own mind that it was his duty to preach 
the gospel, and call sinners to repentance. 2. This convic- 
tion was strengthened by the knowledge he had that pioiw 
and devoted Christians and experienced ministers were of 
the same opinion. 3. The consciousness of his deficiency in 
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those qualifications which are requisite for a minister of 
Clirist, filled him with many doubts relative to his call to 
the work. 4. He feared the consequences, and trembled to 
take the responsibility of disobedience. 5. In tliis state of 
solicitude and suspense he entered upon the work, waiting 
for providential events to decide the doubtful point. 6. But 
he waited with fasting and prayer. 7. The kindness with 
which he was received by the friends of the Redeemer, 
greatly encouraged him in his efforts. 8. He saw the fruits 
of his labors; the presence of Giod was with hira in the 
congregations, and sinners were awakened and converted, 
9. Ho had sweet eommunion with his Saviour in his private 
devotions. 10. By these means he was fully persuaded that 
he was moved by the Holy Ghost to preach. It is not dif- 
ficult to trace in these points the experience of primitive 
ministers of the gospel. The calling ia by the same divine 
agency in every age. The promise of the presence of 
Christ extends to the end of time ; and tlie same fruits are 
to result from the preaching of the word now as at the 
beginning. The gospel is now, and will continue to be, the 
power of God unto salvation. And all true converts to the 
faith of Christ are still as they ever have been, seals of the 
ministry of those through whose instrumentality they have 
been brought out of darkness into God's marvelous light. 
We cannot speak minutely of Mr. McKendree during the 
first years of his ministry. It would swell this discourse 
beyond its prescribed limits. Suffice it to say, that he 
traveled with great acceptability and usefulness as a cir- 
cuit-preacher for seven years, in which time he filled some 
of the most important circuits in Virginia, and one year he 
was stationed in the city of IS'orfolk. Some of these were 
years of great affliction in that part of the work where he 
chiefly labored. The schism which commenced in the 
Church in that quarter in 1791, and which was matured 
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the following year, threatened an extensive and ruinous 
division. At the commenceniGnt of these difficulties, his 
mind was greatly exercised in regard to the course he 
ought to pursue. And at one time, fearing the measures 
adopted by the Conference would be injurious to the 
Church, he declined taking a regular appointment ; but he 
soon became convinced of his error, and a few days after 
the close of the Conference, met the Bishop, and took a 
regular station in the city of Norfolk. From this time he 
devoted himself more diligently to a critical examination 
of the system of government recommended hy Mr. Wesley, 
and adopted by the General Conference in 1784. This ex- 
amination resulted in a full conviction that the system was 
not only well adapted to the ends proposed — that is, "to 
reform the continent, and spread scriptural holiness over 
these lands" — but that it was agreeable to the primitive 
order and government of the Christian Church. Confimaed 
in his judgment of the fitness of the government, and of 
the importance of preserving a general itinerant superin- 
tendency, guarded by suitable checks and responsibilities, 
he used the influence of his talents and personal character, 
in the most prudent and judicious manner, to counteract 
the effects, and prevent the progress of schismatical mfias- 
ures. And there is good evidence that his labors, in this 
respect, were not in vain. With reference to the early 
years of his ministry, he says : " The object of my pursuit 
was the glory of God, the salvation of my own soul, and to 
be useful as a Methodist preacher. For these ends I sin- 
cerely sought to understand the will of God in his gracious 
plan of redemption—Ais terms of saving sinners— the duties 
required of men both before and after conversion, and con- 
scientiously walk by and enforce them as I was able. And 
I deeply regretted that my performances fell so far short 
of what I conceived to be the measure of so good a cause. 
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In the discharge of my duties aa a traveling preaclier, 
the rules of the Church, aud especially of a 'Methodist 
preacher,* were my directory. I therefore couscientiously 
endeavored not to break those rules, but to keep them. 
That the legitimate law should govern, is a principle from 
which I have not knowingly departed. By strictly attend- 
ing to this rule, I have had some trouble and affliction, but 
I have been supported by a good conscience." 

These are sentiments worthy to be written in the heart 
and preserved in the memory of those who succeed him in 
the sacred office. They are strikingly descriptive of the 
true character of the excellent man who wrote them. 
May his sons in the gospel imitate his sincerity, zeal, and 
fidelity I 

He was ordained Deacon in 1790, and Elder in December, 
1791. At the close of eight years as a regular circuit- 
preacher, in 1798, he was appointed Presiding Elder of a Dis- 
trict in the Virginia, Conference. Here his sphere of nsefiil 
labor was greatly enlarged. This District extended from 
the Chesapeake Bay over the Blue Ridge and Alleghany 
Mountains, and embraced a large tract of country on the 
western waters. The rides were long, and the charge re- 
quired of the Elder constant preaching, and much atten- 
tion and care in the management of the various and 
important business of the District. He records with grati- 
tude to Heaven the blessings he received during the three 
years he continued in this charge. His ministry was at- 
tended by a divine unction. Sinners were awakened and 
converted to God, believers were comforted and built up 
in their most holy faith, many were added to the Church, 
and the field of labor was considerably enlarged. In those 
days it was in accordance with the spirit and views of 
Methodist preachers, whether on circuits or Districts, to 
seek the enlargement of the bounds of their wort, and 



HosmoD, Google 



254 APPENDIX. 

pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send forth la- 
borers to cultivate the field. The oversight of the District, 
in the administration of the discipline, was conducted with 
great wisdom and prudence, and to the aatis&etion of the 
preachers and members. The spirit of schism, which ha<l 
previously prevailed m some parts of the District, greatly 
subsided, and the love of union, peace, and order was re- 
vived. Our venerable departed friend comprehensively re- 
cords the events of the time he employed on this charge in 
the folloivirg sententious manner; "On this station I was 
blessed with many friends, abundant in kind offices, and 
some of them able counselors. We were blessed with a 
revival of religion. Many professed to obtain regenerating 
grace, and joined the Church, The members provoked one 
another to love and good works, and their advancement in 
the divine life was evident. The abundant labors and care 
which the charge imposed were too great for my strength ; 
my studies were therefore partially prevented by attention 
to other branches of duty, and my nervous system was 
somewhat impaired. But I was abundantly compensafod, 
in having intimate union and communion with the adorable 
Saviour ; and the increasing prosperity of the Church at 
once invigorafod my zeal and increased my joy in the 
Lord." Thus he closed his extensive and arduous labors 
on the District, 

In 1799, he was appointed to a District in the Baltimore 
Conference, contiguous to that on which he had traveled 
the three preceding years. This District was little less in 
extent of territory than the former. It extended from the 
Chesapeake Bay over the Blue Ridge, and terminated at 
the foot of the Alleghany Mountains. This was to him a 
year of labor and trials; but he says, "They were forgot- 
ten in overwhelm.ing communion with God and reviving 
and encouraging interviews with my followers. Here," he 
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adds, "I found fethers and mothers in Israel, by whose ex- 
ample I was edified and comforted." 

In the spring of 1800, he was returned to the District 
from which he had been talten the year before, and in the 
fal] of the same year Bishopa Asbury and Whatcoat passed 
through the District, and tools him with them to the West- 
ern Conference, which met at Bethel, in October. Here he 
was appointed to the oversight of the whole Conference, in 
the character of a District, which embraced the State of 
Kentucky and that part of Virginia west of the Great Ka- 
nawha Eiver,East and West Tennessee, and all the settled 
territory west of the Ohio Eiver, including what is now the 
State of Ohio, and an extensive mission in the Illinois. The 
Natchez Mission was also connected with his charge. He 
had now to travel about fifteen hundred miles to compass 
his District; and the whole extent of it, with the exception 
of East Tennessee and tliat part of Virginia which it in- 
cluded, was a new and rapidly populating country. This 
was a field of labor and enterprise well suited to the en- 
lightened views and aident devotion of this excellent min- 
ister of Christ It was a work worthy of apostles, and 
one which required the zeal of apostles to accomplish it. 
He entered into it with a deep sense of his dependence upon 
divine aid, and with that vigorous and persevering action 
which, by the blessing of Gtod.was attended with abundant 
success- It must be recollected that a very large portion 
of the country embraced in his new chai^ was just set- 
tling with emigrants from the old States, who were subject 
to all the inconveniences and privations common to the first 
settlers in all new countries. Small companies of these 
emigrants would locate themselves in neighborhoods many 
miles from each other, without any other method of inter- 
course than the pocket^compass, or trees marked with the 
ax, or the tops of underbrush bent down and half-broken. 
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These were the landinarh and highways of our MeKendree 
through a large part of the vast Valley of the Miaaissijipj, 
It was hia wise and benevolent plan, with the handful of 
preachers in his charge, to advance with the increasing 
population of the country, and to plant the standard of the 
cross and preach Jesus and the resurrection in the most 
frontier settlements. Puisuiog this judicious course, the 
field of labor continued to enlarge in proportion to the 
rapid advance of emigration. In the prosecution of this 
plan, he and hia fellow-laborers (of precious memory) had 
necessarily to encounter and overcome many formidable 
difficulties. They were frequently ministers of gospel con- 
solation to the people in their camps or cabins in the woods 
or canebrakes, before their fields were sufficiently opened 
to raise a comfortable support for their families. In getting 
to them, for want of roads or paths, they were conducted 
through the trackless woods. And for want of bridges or 
boats, they swam creeks and rivers. They carried their 
provisions, for man and beast, on their horses, cooked their 
simple meals in the wilderness, slept at night on their blan- 
kets, (frequently interrupted by the company and howling 
of wolv^,) and in the morning went on their way rejoicing 
The following is the description of these western scenes 
drawn by our venerable friend, whose experience had quali- 
fied him to give a striking picture. He says, "While on 
the way through these frontier settlements, if we came to 
a creek or a river without a boat, or canoe, or log, we had 
the privilege of swimming the stream; and when safely 
landed on the other bank, it was a consolation to reflect on 
having left thaE obstruction behind, and that the way to the 
next lay open and plain before us. If night overtook us 
before we could reach a house, it was our privilege to gather 
wood where we could tind it, make a fire, eat our morsel, 
and supplicate a tlirone of grace with as tee access as in a 
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palace or a church. Being -weary, we rested sweetly and 
securely under divine protection. And when we arrived at 
our intended place, if tlie accommodations were of the 
humblest kind, we had the inexpressible satisfaction of 
being received with a hearty welcome, and accommodated 
with the best the fiimily could afford ; and though very 
Inferior in the estimation of the delicate and those accus- 
tomed to sumptuous fare, yet all the real wants of nature 
were supplied. We eat heartily, slept sweetly, and rgoiced 
with the pious and affectionate people, who received and 
treated the ministers of the gospel as angels of God. And 
above all, when the time arrived for us to deliver our mes- 
sage, the people flocked together and seemed to wait to 
hear what God the Lord would say. The prayers of the 
pious ascended the hill of the Lord, divine energy attended 
the word preached, sinners were convicted of their sins, 
many were converted to God, and the Church enlarged and 
buUt up in the faith once delivered to the saints." In this 
vast western work he continued to labor as a Presiding El- 
der from the fall of 1800 till the spring of 1808. In view 
of the whole, he says, "My appointments required much 
riding. I preached often, and sustained a great charge; 
and yet I esteem those among the happiest days of my life. 
Strange as it may seem, there, in the midst of privations 
and many exposures, my impaired constitution was restored 
and my health greatly improved. I enjoyed peace and 
consolation through faith, and was enabled to walk with 
God." During the eight years of his labor in this Western 
Valley, the work was greatly enlarged, and a number of 
regular Districts were formed. 

In the spring of 1808, he was elected by the Western 
Conference to attend the General Conference, in the city of 
Baltimore, Here he was appointed on the committee to 
form a constitution for the organization and government of 
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a delegated General Conference. But before the committea 
had fully matured that important system and prepared it 
to lay before the body, he was elected by the General Con- 
ference to the office of General Superintendent, or Bishop, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was ordained on 
the 18th day of May, 1808, by the imposition of the hands 
of Bishop Asbury, assisted by the following Elders, viz., 
Jesse Lee, Freeborn Garrettson, Thomas Ware, and Philip 
Bruce. I cannot follow Bishop McKendree in his almost 
nuparalleled travels and labors, from the time of his elec- 
tion to the Episcopal office till death removed him from the 
militant Church, even with that degree of minuteness 
which would be necessary to give a tolerable view of the 
extent and usefulness of the exercise of his ministerial 
functions. However desirable such a narrative might be, in 
a discourse occasioned by the removal of such a man as 
Bishop McKendree, it would require a volume to accom- 
plish it. We must therefore satisfy ourselves, for the pres- 
ent, with a few brief sketches of this very important epoch 
of his history, in hope that an enlai^ed biography of his 
long, laborious, and useful life will at no very distant period 
be given to the Cliurch in which he has exercised the over- 
sight for so many years. His field of labor was now 
changed from a District in the Western Valley to the United 
States and Territories, and the provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada; and instead of presiding in quarterly-meet- 
ings, chiefly in thinly-settled circuits, he was now called to 
the joint superintendence of the temporal and spiritual in- 
terests of tlie whole Church, embracing the preachers and 
members of seven Annual Conferences. In the prosecu- 
tion of this arduous work, for many years, he traveled an- 
nually from four to six thousand miles, and a great part of 
the time preached nearly every day. Nor would he yield 
to the use of a carriage, but performed his extensive jour- 
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neys on horseback, till the inflnaitiea of age and the 
greatness and variety of hia labors had enfeebled his 
conatitution and greatly impaired his health. While he 
retained his physical strength and action, he was always 
ready to advance in the face of difficulties and dangers. 
Diligence and perseverance were stamped upon his whole 
character; and if he failed to n;eet an appointment, (which 
was very seldom the case,) it was apprehended that some 
extraordinary dispensation of Providence had delayed him. 
He left the city of Baltimore about the first of June, 
shortly after the close of the Gfeneral Conference at which 
he was constituted Bishop, and trarveled through Virginia, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and the Territories west of the Ohio 
River, and penetrated the "western wilds" one hundred 
miles up the Missouri. Here he attended a camp-meeting 
in the true "backwoods" style, with that excellent man of 
God, the Rev. Jesse Walker. His house, at this meeting, 
was the preachers' saddle-blankets, sewed together and 
spread over a polo, supported by forks placed in the ground, 
after the manner of soldiers' tents. One end of this house 
was made of green brush; the other was left open, and in 
front of it the fire was made. His food was bread, and 
flesh broiled on slicks by the fire. He returned through 
the Territories to meet Bishop Asbury and the Western 
Conference, on the 1st of October, at Liberty Hill, in Ten- 
nessee. Thus, in four months, he accomplished a tour of 
about fifteen hundred miles on horseback— a considerable 
part of it without roads, bridge-^, or boats ^ frequently 
swimming creeks and rivers, and sleeping many nights in 
the woods, with heaven for his covering and earth for his 
bed. Thia first extensive frontier visit of a Methodist 
Bishop was attended with happy results. Many people had 
conceived of the Superintendents, or Bishops, of the Meth- 
odist Epi^'Copal CImrch, as being men clothed with power 



smaoy Google 



dangerous to society. They had considered them as ecclesi- 
astical dignitaries, inaccessible to the common classes of 
people, surrounded with pomp and wealth, and ruling with 
almost absolute authority. And there wore not wanting 
Protestant teachers of religion who were forward in pro- 
ducing and cherbhing such sentiments in the minds of the 
people. Bishop McKendree's appearance and manners 
were well calculated to correct such views, and remove the 
prejudices of those who had formed their opinions under 
the influence of mis p ntat on Thousands flocked to 
see and hear the "Me Id B sh p " But how were they 
disappointed! Instead of co tly and fashionable costume, 
his dress was of the pl-une t mode and of common mate- 
rials. Instea<l of ai tenty of manners, and the signs of 
ecclesiastical power, tl ey f und h n affable, familiar, and 
persuasive, gentle to all men, ready to participate with ease 
and sweetness of temper in the circumstances of the poor 
and afflicted, and ever intent upon diffusing happiness in 
every circle of society in which he moved. 

In this Western tour he met a number of quarterly and 
camp-meetings, and preached in the demonstration of the 
Spirit and with power to listening thousands ; and the 
blessed fruits of those labors remain to this day. 

His administration in the first Conference, at which he 
presided conjointly with Bishop Asbury, which has been 
named before, was every way satisfectory to the preachers 
and people. 

Here he commenced his regular annual visits to the Con- 
ferences, traveling sometimes with his venerable colleague. 
Bishop Asbury, and sometimes alone, as was found most 
convenient, in view of visiting the Churches and preaching 
to the congregations in the most profitable manner in the 
intervals of the Conferences. 

His manner of conducting the business of the Confer- 
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ences was almost universally approved, and his administra- 
tion of the government was uniformly sustained by the 
General Conference. In this laborious, extensive, and diffi- 
cult oversight, he continued, traveling about six thousand 
miles a year, till 1816, during which time the work had 
been greatly enlarged, and several new Conferences were 
organized. From 1812 til! 1816, Bishop McKendree's la- 
bora were considerably increased in consequence of Bishop 
Asbury's inability, through age and severe affliction, to sus- 
tain the charge as be had before done. In the fall of 1815, 
these two venerable and laborious men met for the last 
time at the Tennessee Conference. Bishop Asbury preached, 
although unable to stand on his feet, and ordained with 
feeble and trembling hands a few preachers. Here they 
separated, talcing different routes, intending to meet at the 
South Carolina Conference, in Charleston. But Bishop 
Asbury failed to reach the place, and they met no more. 
In March, 1816, Bishop Asbury was removed from his 
labors and suiferings to his eternal rest, and Bishop McKen- 
drcc was left alone in the General Superintendeney of the 
Church. Tor some time previous to the sitting of the Gen- 
eral Conference in May of this year. Bishop McKendree 
was severely afflicted. He was confined to hia bed on his 
way from the Baltimore to the Philadelphia Conference, 
and was not able to attend the latter. He was brought to 
the dwelling of his old friend Dr. "Wilkins, in the vicinity 
of Baltimore, where he remained till the sitting of the Gen- 
eral Conference, Here it was very evident that his arduous 
labors, extensive travels, and the infirmities of age, had 
greatly impaired his constitution and enfeebled his physical 
sner^ea. It was obvbus to all that It was indispensably 
necessary to afford him aid in hia superintending oversight. 
For this purpose two aged and experienced brethren were 
elected and ordained as his joint colleagues in this vast 



HosmoD, Google 



262 APPENDIX. 

field of labor; but notwithstanding his feeble staf« of 
health and the appointment of two additional Superintend- 
ents at this General Conference, he continued to discharge 
the duties of his office with untiring perseverance, and 
his travels and labors were rather increased than dimin- 
ished. 

In the winter of 1817-18, he attended the South Caro- 
lina Conference in Gfeor^a, and went on to the Virginia 
Conference at Norfolk. At the close of this Conference he 
set out on an extensive "Western tour, and traveled by the 
way of Lynchburg, through the Western parts of Virginia, 
and East and "West Tennessee. After resting a few days 
at his brother's, in Sumner county, he continued his journey 
thi-ough the Southern parts of Kentucky, crossed the Ohio 
River, and visited the lower parts of the State of Illinois ; 
crossed the Mississippi at Cape Girardeau, and visited the 
frontier settlements about the old Lead Mines, and from 
thence to the Missouri Kiver ; and crossiog it, attended a 
camp-meeting on the north side. After attending this 
meeting, he returned through Illinois, Indiana, and Ken- 
tucky, visiting the Churches by the way of St. Louis, Vin- 
cennes, Louisville, Shelbyville, and Maysville ; and attended 
the Ohio Conference at Steubenville in the fall of 1818. 
His affliction was such at this Conference as to excite the 
deep sympathy of his friends, who advised and even en- 
treated him to relinquish his design of visiting the South 
Carolina Conference the ensuing winter by way of Missis- 
sippi, and through the extensive nations of Indians ; but 
his work was before him, and his trust was in God, He 
commenced the intended journey in circumstances which 
would have deterred most men from the attempt. He could 
neither mount nor dismount his horse without help, and 
when mounted, one misstep or irregular motion of the horse 
produced exquisite pain. But feeble as he was. 
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hia course througli the States of Ohio and Indiana, and at- 
tended the Conference on the White River, and from thence 
to the Tennessee Conference in Nashville. Here he took 
two young men for the work in Mississippi, prepai'ed a 
pack-horse to carry their provisions through the Indian 
Nations, and set out for the Mississippi Conference, which 
was to meet on the Pearl Eiver, Long rides, irregular liv- 
ing, and great exposure, added to the care of the Churches, 
proved to be too great for his declining strength ; and three 
days before he reached the seat of Conference, he sunk 
under the fatigue, and was very near falling from his horse. 
The balance of his journey was pursued in great weakness. 
He commenced the business of the Conference, but was un- 
able to proceed. A brother was called to the chair, and a 
bed was placed in the room on which the Bishop lay, and 
aiforded such counsel and aid as his feeble state would 
admit On the Sabbath, the congregatio m t tl p- 

ground. The Bishop was taken in a ca n g d I 1 
a bed near the stand during the scrmo At th 1 f 
the preaching, he was talcen from the b d lb p- 

ported by two preachers, performed the d ti 
in the presence of a large, attentive, 1 I pi if t d 
congregation. This work being accompl h 1 h a^ p t 
into the carriage and conveyed to his 1 d t^i h h 
remained, with the kindest treatment and tl h d f 
skillful physician, through a long and p f 1 ffl t 
His recovery from this illness was very 1 w th t t 
judged unsafe for him to attempt to t 1, pt 
visit to the mission at New Orleans on a steam-boat, till 
about the -middle of April, 1819. At this time, his physi- 
cians and friends considering it not safe for him to remain 
in the low country during the warm season, advised his re- 
tui'u to a more northern latitude to spend the summer. Ac- 
cordingly he set out, accompanied by two preachers, al- 
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though in a very weak and delicate state of health. His 
feebleness of body prevented him from reaching the public 
stands on the road, in consequence of which he was under 
the necessity of lying in the woods eight or ten nights in 
passing through the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations on 
his way fo West Tennessee, After resting a few weeks at 
his brother's, in Sumner county, he visited the Harrodsburg 
Springs, in Kentucky, where he continued a considerable 
part of the summer, visiting and preaching in the neiglibor- 
hood as he was able. In August he attended the Ohio Con- 
ference in Cincinnati. From this Conference he moved 
slowly, as his feebio health would permit, through Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, and Virginia, and arrived in GleovgetO'ffn 
danng the session of the Baltimore Conference in that 
place. Here he was received with a sincere and ardent 
affection, and with lively expressions of gratitude to God 
for the preservation of his life. On the first day of May, 
1820, he opened the session of the General Conference in 
Baltimore, but was seldom able to preside, or even to attend 
the sittings of the Conference. During this eventful ses- 
sion. Bishop McKendree was deeply afflicted, both in body 
and mind. With the interests and prosperity of tlie Church 
no man was ever more perfectly identified. Whatever 
tended to disturb her peace, or weaken the bands of confi- 
dence and fellowship within her pales, was with him a mat- 
ter of painful sensibility. He was always watchful of those 
ancient landmarks, set up by the wisdom of age and expe- 
rience, and tested by extraordinary proofe of divine appro- 
bation, in a genuine, extensive, and eoniinued revival of 
evangelical religion over this continent He contemplated 
with admiration the peculiar adaptation of the doctrines, 
govemment, and discipline of tlie Church of his choice to 
the proposed ends. He had thoroughly examined the 
grand itinerant system, and was fully persuaded of its 
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agreement wiib the primitive order of the Church. He had 
witnessed its mighty and effieieot operations in turning 
thousands and tens of thousands from darltnesa to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God. And lie had 
studied men and things too well not to perceive that a gen- 
eral itinerant mperintendency was essential to the efficiency, 
and even to the preservation, of this system. Under all 
these considerations. Bishop McKendree was deeply affected 
with any measures which, in his judgment, had a tendency 
to weaken the energies or change the plan of the govern- 
ment. Such measures he apprehended to be in a train of 
operation at the Gfeneral Conference of 1820. With these 
measures he was afflicted, but his earnest and constant 
prayer was, that God would so direct and overrule the de- 
liberations and acts of that body as to promote the peace 
and harmony of the Church, and advance the general in- 
terests of religion. In consideration of Bishop McKea- 
-dree's extreme debility, and in hope that his health might 
be restored, the General Conference passed a resolution re- 
leasing him from the discharge of his official duties, and 
adviang him to pursue that course which would best suit 
his personal comfort and convenience, and he most likely to 
improve his health, and at the same time requesting him to 
resume the functions of his office as soon as his strength 
would admit. 

He ever afterward spoke of this act of the Conference 
with expressions of affection and' gratitude. From this pe- 
riod till the sitting of tlie General Conference in 1824, he 
passed through the deep waters of affiietion. Unable 
through bodily infirmity to travel and meet the Conferences, 
and jointly with his colleagues superintend the important 
businesB of the Church, while efforts were making at differ- 
ent points to produce schism in the body, and his character 
assailed with a severity which savored but little of the 
VOL. n.— 12 
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spirit of the gospel, the refined and exquisite sensibility of 
hia nature was wounded, and Lis deep solicitude for the 
harmony of the preachers and people was frequently ex- 
pressed in fervent prayers and many tears. 

In reviewing the scenes of these four years, the Bishop 
speaks with deep humility and lively gratitude. He says, 
"The last four years I have been afflicted in body and in 
mind. In some measure my anxiety and zeal for the 
Church appeared to have been the effect of a deficiency in 
feith and trust in God. In these deep exercises I saw more 
clearly the depravity of my own heart, and have cause to 
regret that I failed so to exereiso patience and faith as to 
grow in gi-ace as heretofore; but the Lord mercifully sus- 
tained and graciously saved me from sinking in the deep 
waters. I remember with gratitude being rescued from 
sinking under the trial by timely encouragement and sup- 
port from brethren in the ministry and in the membership." 
At the Conference of 1824, the Bishop's health was con- 
siderably improved, and the conflicting elements of disunion 
and schism appeared to be subsiding. The prospect of a 
better state of things produced a happy effect in his mind. 
"When the Conference closed, he set out on a tour through 
the Western States, preaching every Sabbath, and some- 
times on the week-days. In this journey he traveled Irom 
Baltimore to Wheeling in Virginia, to Columbus in Ohio, 
to the Wyandotte Mission at Upper Sandusky, returning to 
the Ohio Conference at Zanesville ; from thence by the way 
of Lancaster, Chillicothe, Maysville, and Frankfort, to 
Shelbyville, the seat of the Kentucky Conference. After 
attending the Conference, he continued the journey to Louis- 
ville, crossed the Ohio River, and proceeded through the 
State of Indiana to Vincennes, crossed the Wahash, and 
traveled through Illinois to Padfieids, twenty-five miles 
from the Mississippi; attended the Missouri Couference in 
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November, and proceeded tlirougli tlie South part of Illi- 
Dois; recrossed the Ohio Eiver into Kentucky, and visited 
Hopkinsville and Russell ville, and passed into Tennessee ; 
preached at Fountain Head, Gallatin, Nashville, and Frank- 
lin, and attended the Tennessee Conference the let of De- 
cember at Columbia. During this long and laborious 
journey, Bishop McKendree was a great part of the time 
so feeble as to require the assistance of friends to get in 
and out of his carriage. The roads were exceedingly bad, 
and sometimes almost impassable. The waters were high, 
bridges and boats gone, and for the last month the weather 
extremely cold and unpleasant Several times the horses 
and carriage were near swimming, and once in crossing a 
deep and dangerous river on a very cold day, the ferry- 
boat having been sunk in the stream, the water swept over 
the horses' backs, and tlie carriage sunk so deep that the 
water came in so as to wet the Bishop above tlie knees, 
His clothes were soon frozen, and in this condition be had 
to ride three or four miles to reach a house. 

He remained with his friends in Tennesseo through the 
winter of 1824-5, visiting the Churches, and preaching fre- 
quently. He spent the ensuing summer in the West, and 
in the fall crossed the Cumberland Mountains and attended 
the Holston Confereuce, and traveled extensively through 
Virginia. In the spring of 1826, ho visited the Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, and New York Conferences, and returned to 
the South in the fall ; spent the winter in the bounds of the 
South Carolina and Virginia Conferences, and returned to 
the Baltimore and Philadelphia Conferences in the spring 
of 1827. After the close of the Philadelphia Conference, 
he returned to Baltimore, and set out on a journey to the 
West in May. He crossed the Alleghany Mountains by 
the way of Cumberland, visiting and preaching in the 
principal societies. He traveled through the State of Ohio 
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by way of Zan^ville, Lancaster "ind Columbus ind visited 
the third time the Wyandotte Mi fion letummg he j aesed 
through Urbana, and visited manj of the to\ na m the 
South part of the State, and attended the Kentucky Con- 
ference in Versailles in October f om thence he Tvent to 
Tennessee, and spent the wintei with hia friend visitmg the 
neighboring societies, and preaching frequently as he was 
able. In March, 1828, he set out m company mth two of 
the delegates from the Tennessee Confetence for Pittsbnrgh, 
the seat of the General Conference, and arrived a few days 
before its commencement. Although he was unable to pre- 
side, his presence and counsel were highly appreciated by 
the Conference, especially in regard to some very important 
transactions. At this Conference, although trembling on 
his staff, and pressed beneath the weight of more than sev- 
enty years, and the cares inseparable from his office, his 
mind was peculiarly peaceful and tranquil, and his spirit 
was greatly comforted in prospect of the establishment of 
the harmony and the increasing prosperity of the Church. 

After the close of the Conference, he went down the Ohio 
River to Maysville, and visited Lexington and Frankfort, 
and attended the Kentucky Conference at Shelbyville. 
From thence he proceeded to Tennessee, and prepared to go 
to the South. Ailer visiting and preaching in a number of 
towns, and attending six or seven camp and quarterly -meet- 
ings, he set out for Georgia, through the Cherokee Kation. 
This was a difficult, laborious, and dangerous route. He 
passed the Lookout Mountain in the Nation under circum- 
stances of trial and peril. He preached a number of times 
to the Indians, attended the Grand Council of the Cliiefe, 
and proceeded by way of Athens, Lexington, and Greens- 
boro, to Milledgeville; thence to Sparta and Petersburg, 
and crossing the Savannah Eiver at Hembert's, visited 
several Districts in South Carolina, and 



HosmoD, Google 



Savannah to An usta- p ca hcd a QumlDerof times both to 
tlie whites and th 1 d nd proceeded to Sivvaiinab. 
From this city h pass d nt South Carolina, visited seve- 
ral plantation n t u t I the slaves, and attended the 
Conference in Ch lest n H continued his route through 
South Carolina N tl Ca lina, and Virginia, attended 
the Conference at Lynchburg, and aft«r spending some time 
ia visiting the Churches in the' lower parts of Virginia, at- 
tended the Baltimore and Philadelphia Conferences, and 
returned by the District of Columbia; again crossed the 
Alleghany Mountains, and attended the Ohio Conference at 
Urbana, and the Kentucky at Lexington, and spent the 
winter in Nashville and its vicinity. 

During the spring and summer of 1830, he was unable 
to travel very extensively, but visited the Churches and 
attended popular meetings as his strength would admit. In 
October he attended the Kentucky Conference, and not- 
withstanding his age and infirmities, he had it in contem- 
plation to visit South Carolina, and meet all the Atlantic 
and Northern Conferences as far as the Genesee, before the 
sitting of the General Conference in Philadelphia in the 
spring of 1832. In the judgment of those friends ivho 
were best acquainted with his delicate state of health, this 
project appeared to be rather the result of unabated zeal 
in the great and blessed work in which he was engaged, 
than any deliberate calculation with regard to his physical 
powers to accomplish it His whole soul was absorbed in 
the enterprise, and, in view of it, he seemed to have lost 
sight of himself. 

He was advised, as he would have effective aid, to visit 
the Holston Conference, as an experiment of his ability to 
accomplish his contemplated tour. To this he yielded with 
readiness and apparent pleasure. The distance was between 
three and four hundred miles, over the Cumberland Moun- 
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tains, and the greater part of tlie way a very rougli road. 
However, the journey waa commenced ; but before he arrived 
at Knoxville, it became very obvious that he waa sink- 
ing, and many fears were eatei-tained for the result. But 
the journey was continued under euch weakness and general 
prostration as required that he should be lifted into and 
out of his carriage, and this frequently eight or ten times 
in the course of the day. But all was patient sufFering; not 
a murmur, not a complaint escaped his lips. And although 
his traveling companion, in removing him from his car- 
riage, and replacing him in it, could not refrain from shed- 
ding tears of affection and sympathy over this aged, vener- 
able, and persevering minister of Jesus Christ, those tears 
would be met with a smQe of heavenly resignation, and 
with expressions of gratitude for the attention paid him in 
his afflictions. He reached the. seat of the Conference a day 
or two after the commencement of the session, but was un- 
able to attend to any business, and only visited the Confer- 
ence-room once, and then remained but a few moments to 
give the preachers a kind of apostolic valedictory. He was 
confined to his bed the greater part of the time during the 
session, and at its close was able to sit up but little. Under 
these circumstances, he consulted some of hia old and well- 
tried friends in regard to his future course. He was as- 
sured that in their judgment it was impracticable for him . 
to prosecute his contemplated continental tour, and conse- 
quently they advised him to return by slow and easy stages, 
as hia feeble state would admit, and spend the ensuing winter 
in Nashville and its vicinity, without ferther exposure. Hia 
reply was prompt and emphalacal, " I approve your judgment 
and submit" But It was obvious that, although his mind waa 
Mly convinced of the fitness of this course, his heart was 
in the great work which he viewed with so much interest, 
and whicli he ardently desired to accomplish before his de- 
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parture. It was observed that when he reHnquisbed this 
enterprise, the tears flowed freely from his eyes. But 
to recross the range of the Cumberland Mountaiua, a 
(lintance of more than three hundred and fifty niilea, 
through a mountainous country, in rocky and danger- 
ous roads, and the season far advanced, was lioth a 
difficult and hazardous undertJiking 'm his delicate and 
almost helpless condition. But the most formidable 
difiicultiea must yield to circumstances so imperious. 
The journey was commenced the next day after the 
Conference closed, and continued with patient persever- 
ance till he was safely lodged at his brother's, in Sum- 
ner county. This journey was a mingled scene of suffering, 
patience, and comfort. On the way he tra\-eled through 
heavy falls of rain, and sleet, and snow ; and although 
every motion of the carriage over rough places, rouks, or 
roots, gave him severe pain, his mind was tranquil and 
cheerful. As soon as the roads became comfortable in the 
spring of 1831, he left his winter retreat, and traveled 
slowly through Kentucky and Ohio, attending quarterly 
and camp-raeetiugs, and visiting the societies, and preach- 
mg frequently. In the fall he crossed the Alleghany Moun- 
tains, and passed the winf«r in Baltimore and its vicinity. 
In May, 1832, he attended the General Conference in Phila- 
delphia. He lodged with his old and long-tried friend. Dr. 
Sargent, where unremitting, cordial, and afiectionate at- 
tention was shown him by the kind and amiable family. 
He was very feeble, frequently unable to reach the Confer- 
ence-room ; and when he did, was seldom able to remain 
but a short time. On these occasions he went in and out 
before this body of ministers like an ancient patriarch, 
silvered over with age, and leaning upon his staff, leaving a 
kind of presentiment in the mind of the preachers that 
this would be his last visit on such an occasion. His di»- 
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course on the death of Bishop George, and the ordication 
of two brethren elected by the General Conference to suc- 
ceed him in that sacred oiRce, will never be forgotten while 
those who heard it live. 

At the close of the Conference he took an affectionate 
leave of his friends, and especially the preachers, as though 
see thera no more till he met them in tlie 
y city. He returned to Baltimore, and after resting 
a few weeks, and enjoying the society and conversation of 
many to whom he had been long united in the bonds of 
Christian love and friendship, he set out for tlie West, and 
crossed the Alleghany Mountains, which he had so oftea 
crossed in weariness and affliction before, for the last time. 
He passed through the western part of Pennsylvania, the 
north of Vir^ia, the States of Ohio and Kentucky, to 
Tennessee. In the latter part of this journey it became 
necessary to fix a bed in his carriage, on which he might lie 
down, being too feeble to support himself on the seat The 
following year he spent cliiefly in West Tennessee, visiting 
various parts of the work, attending popular meetings, and 
preaching in the power and demonstration of the Spirit, 
In January, 1834, he visited Natchez, New Orleans, and 
Woodville, passing down the Cumberland, Ohio, and Mis- 
sissippi Eivers by steam-boat. He preached on board the 
boat, and in the several places he visited, with an energy 
and eifect truly astonishing. In the spring of 1834 he re- 
turned to Nashville, visited and preached in different places 
through the summer, and in the fall attended the Tennes- 
see Conference. He preached for the last time in the new 
church in Nashville, on Sabbath, Nov. 23, 1834. Here 
ended the pulpit labors of this venerable minister of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, who had traveled and preached for 
almost half a century. Here that peneti-ating, yet pleasant 
voice, which had been heard with delight by listening 
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thousands in almost all the populous cities in these United 
States, and which had sounded forth the glad tidings of 
salvation in the cabins of the poor on the remote frontiers, 
or to numerous multitudes gathered together in the forests 
of the Western Territories, and which sayage tribes had 
heard proclaiming to them the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, died away to be heard no more. Here he finished 
the ministration of the words of et«ma! life, and closed his 
public testimony for the truth of the revelation of God. 
In the latter part of December he removed from Nash- 
ville to his brother's, which was his last travel. From this 
time it was obvious that he was gradually sinking to the re- 
pose of the tomb. But he had one more conflict before 
the warfare was accomplished. From the time that Bishop 
McKendree became unable to perform the entire effective 
work of a General Superintendent of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, his mind was frequently deeply exercised with 
the apprehensions that he might become unprofitable in 
the vineyard of his Lord, And it would seem as if he 
sometimes thought nothing was done unless he could com- 
pass the whole work, as he had been accustomed to do in 
the days of his strength and vigor. He had for many 
years moved with the foremost in activity and persever- 
ance, and the idea of following in the rear, and being left 
behind, was painful to him, and frequently drew tears from 
his eyes. And this sentiment often led him to exertions 
and labors far beyond his strength. This fear that he 
should outlive his usefulness in the Church of God, and 
become unprofitable to his fellow-creatures, was the last af- 
flicting exercise of mind through which he passed ; and from 
this he was speedily and happily delivered by the prayer of 
faith. He sunlc patiently and sweetly into all his Heavenly 
Father's will, and waited in lively hope and abiding peace 
for the hour of its depaj^ture. The inward conflict had 
12* 
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ceased ; his confidence in God was unshaken ; feith, strong 
and unwavering, etretched across the Jordan of death, and 
surveyed the heavenly country. With such sentiments, 
and in such a peaceful and happy frame of mind, the dying 
McKendree proclaimed in liis last hours, "All ia well ! " In 
this emphatical sentence he comprehended what St. Paul 
expressed in view of his departure from the world and 
exaltation to an eternal inheritance : " For I am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I 
have fought a good fight ; I have finished my course ; I 
have kept the fiiith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give me at that day," The last connected sentences 
which ever dropped from.the lips of this aged and devoted 
servant of God, who for almost half a century had made 
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever, 
the eTid of his conversation, were : "All ia well for time or 
for eternity ; I live by faith in the Son of God ; for me to 
live is Christ, to die is gain. 

'"Not a clond doth arise to darken my skies, 

Or hide for a moment my Lord from mine eyes.' " 

In this calm and triumphant state of mind he continued 
till he sweetly "slept in Jesus" at five o'clock p.m, March 
6, 1835, in the seventy-eighth year of his age. "Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and lot my last end he like 
his," 

After the notices which have been taken of our beloved 
and lamented Bishop in the foregoing sketches of his life, 
it might seem unnecessary to add any thing farther ; but I 
cannot feel fully satisfied of having discharged my obliga- 
tion in this solemn and interesting subject, without a brief 
and more summary view of his character ; but to do this in 
a suitable manner — to say neither too much nor too little— 
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is not an easy task. It will be di^umlt, nay, it will be im- 
possible, to satisfy all. Some will think too much, others 
too little, is said ; but without undue regard to either, I will 
endeavor according to my ability fo speak the truth, and 
nothing but the truth, without fear or flattery. That 
Bishop McKendree had feults, is certain ; it is equally true 
that he was deeply sensible of them. Of him it might be 
Siiid, with the strictest propriety, 

" He felt an idle thought, an actual wickednees, 
Aad moamed for the mimiteet fanlt with exquisite distreBB." 

But his fenlts, or rather his infirmities, were always on vir- 
tue's side, and scarcely deserve to be named in view of the 
excellences which adorned and dignified his moral. Chris- 
tian, and ministerial character. 

If clearness of conception, richness and variety of senti- 
ment, judicious arrangement and association, strength of 
argument, zeal as the effect of conviction of the truth and 
importance of the subject, simplicity and purity of language, 
powerfiil application, and above all, the unction of the 
Holy Spirit, constitute a great and good preacher of the 
gospel of Jesus Clirist, Bisliop McKendree has a just title 
to that character. His personal appearance in the pulpit 
was always dignified, and his aotion chaste and unostenta- 
tious. His voice was clear, harmonious, and pleasant, pos- 
sessing not unfrequently peculiar strength and energy. 

His preaching was always heard by the attentive and 
candid with pleasure and profit, and irequentiy with ap- 
plause, by every class of the community. His diseoiu^es 
were fiill of sentiment, and he never employed words only 
as the representatives of ideas. It was very obvious to the 
attentive hearer that much close thinking had been bestowed 
on hia subjects, but he used no elaborate method of commu- 
nication ; no quaint sautraices or phrases beyond the com- 
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prehension of liis hearers escaped from Mb lips, but hia 
style was chaste and frequently nervous. 

Bishop McKendree very justly considered the Divine 
Oracles to contain the eubjeet-matier of the Christian minis- 
try, and to be the best directory with respect to the manner 
of teaching, as well as the matter to be taught. Out of 
these safli'ed records he was not known to travel in his pui> 
lic ministration of the word. In them he was deep-read, 
and always at home. Few men have ever entertained 
clearer or more just views of the leading and fundamental 
doctrines of the Christian revelation, and few men have 
ever exhibited, illustrated, and applied them with greater 
effect. He had a talent peculiar to himself for illustrating 
the doctrines and obligations of religion by the most appro- 
priate figures drawn from nature or art. In these illustrationa 
he seldom failed to produce the most happy effect. He was 
an accurate and admiring observer of nature, and he drew 
fl.x)m her exhaustless depositories abundant means of setting 
forth the admirable analogy and perfection of the gospel. 
Wor was he inattentive to the different occnpationa and pur- 
suits of men, or even to the incidents of civilized or sav!^ 
life, so far as he could use them for the purpose of giving 
efficiency to reiigiotis instructions, either to the believer or 
unbeliever. As a striking example of this happy talent, it 
may be remarked that the short but comprehensive sentence 
by which he expressed his complete victory over the fear 
of death, and his confident assurance of a heavenly inherit- 
ance, was first taken from a sentinel at a post where danger 
might be apprehended, and consequently where a watch was 
needful. From this station the sentinel was heard to cry at 
measured periods, "All is well!" I need not say how hap- 
pily and how appropriately this expression of security and 
triumph was employed by this veteran soldier of the cross 
of Jesus, who had for so many years remained a feithful 
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sentinel on the walls of Zion. He did not preach the doc- 
trines of the gospel as subjects of abstraet science or theoreti- 
cal speculation, but brought them home to the hearts and 
consciences of the hearers. If he spoke of the natural de- 
privity of the human heart he n ade the audience ieel th it 
tl ej ■«ere depraved if he reasoned ot nghteousnes'i and 
of judgm nt to come I is heaiers tiembled while thpir con 
'icicncei J ined m with the le^elation of God And so 
clcai an I powerful weie his ippeils on tl e s ibject of fa* 
tute afcouutabihty and letnbution that it ■woull almost 
eem to tlie listening assembli thit the judgment was set 
m 1 the books open The divmity of Chnst the extent 
ai d fullness of the dn me atonement the iiches and pleni 
tl !e an! fieeness of the gi'icious provisions of the gospel 
tl e jerfect suitableness of the sj^tem uf salvation m all its 
lequireinento and helps and pre nises to the conlition of 
depraved sinful and guilty creatures the hie ed effects of 
a ■v luntary submission to the proposed teims— to bt, sai ed 
ly oiaoe through faith — and the fearful conseiiuence of re- 
jertmg Christ and his s^vation nere subjei^a m^shich he 
d\ It with a clearness of conception stiength of aigimcnt 
ind I ower of conviction of which there are not many ex 
ixn\ les am ng his contemporaries in the Christian min 
itiv 

Who has cvei heard Bishop McKendiee preach a sermon 
in which experimental and practical godliness were not dis- 
tinctly presented and strongly enforced ? I never did, al- 
though I have heard him many tdEaes, Conviction, conver- 
sion, sanctification, or perfect love, producing a sincere and 
joyful obedience to all the commands of God, were inter- 
woven with all his public as well as his private ministra- 
tions ; but above all, there was an unction from the Soly 
Oiie, a divine energy, attending his ministry. His preach- 
ing was in the " demonstratiou of the Spirit and of power." 
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Few preachers since the days of the apostles hare had more 
fruits of their labors. Who can reckon up the number that 
will appear in the morning of the resurrection, clothed with 
white robes, and decked with crowns of glory, who were 
brought to the knowledge of salvaiion through his instru- 
mentality! 

But while we remember Bishop McKendree as an excel- 
Jent and useful preacher in the gospel, we must not forget 
him as a wise and judicious ruler in the Church of God. 
For twelve years be filled the respoasible office of a Pre- 
siding Elder, and for nearly twenty-seven years he sus- 
tained the office of a General Superintendent of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. During this long period of official 
services, many cas^ of great importance aud of no ordi- 
nary difficulty occurred in the course of the administration 
of the government ; but he traveled through these cases 
with such patience of investigation and rectitude of design, 
and arrived at a deciMon with such clearness, as seldom 
failed to give universal satisfection. And it is a remark- 
able &ct, that during the whole period of his official over- 
sight, he never was accused, before any tribunal having 
jurisdiction in the case, of having departed from the prin- 
ciples of the constitution, or the rules of the Church ; or 
of having used the authority which had been committed to 
him for the administration of the government for any other 
purpose, or to any other end, than what what was originally 
designed. It is true, this venerable man was charged by 
individuals, and in inflammatory publications, with the 
"love of power," and with the "abuse of the Episcopal 
prerogative;" but never were charges more groundless — ^never 
were charges more feebly sustained. No man whom I have 
ever known possessed a more just apprehension of the na- 
ture, extent, and uses of the authority with which he was 
invested tiian Bishop McKendree ; and no man ever exer- 
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cised that authority with more perfect subjection to consti- 
tutional guards, and with a more sincere and conscientious 
design to employ it, not for personal emolument, but for 
the specific purposes for ■which it was given. Men in every 
age of the world who have been restless under the legiti- 
mate administration of laws, and indisposed to be " subject 
to the powers that be," have been accustomed to exclaim 
against the love and the abuse of power ; and in cases 
where they have succeeded in transferring authority from 
other hands to their own, history will give information of 
a wliich they have used it. 
I McKendree's course in the admiuistration was 
by an enlightened and extensive view of the 
whole system. He distinctly apprehended the relation 
which the several departments of the government sustained 
to each other, aud the constitutional powers which belonged 
to each. And it was his constant aim to preserve those 
powers in such a balance, and subject to such checks and 
restrictions, as would secure the right of all, establish the 
union and peace of the Church, and preserve the uniform 
and judicious administration of wholesome discipline. It 
is certain that this groat man possessed a strong and ardent 
attachment to the system of Methodism. But this attach- 
ment was the result of conviction, consequent upon the 
thorough examination of the principles and designs which 
the system embraces, and the suitableness of the principles 
to the accomplishment of the ends. He was firmly per- 
suaded that a "general itinerant Superintendeney," as se- 
cured by the constitution of the Church, with sufficient 
powers to administer the government, and responsible to 
the General Conference for the use of those powers, was of 
vital importance to the preservation of the itinerant system, 
to a uniform administration of the Discipline, and to tlie in- 
ternal union and harmony of the body. With such vieivs, 
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lie uniformly deplored the existence of measures which had 
a tendency either to deprive the Superiutendency of tJiose 
prerogatives which were essential to its very existence, or so 
to restrict its power as to render it ineiBcient, and conse- 
quently to bring it into contempt. 

Bishop McKendree was never satisfied with a superficial 
view of ajiy important proposition. He was accustomed to 
trace principles, either in doctrine or government, in their 
practical operation, and eitlier to sustain or disprove them, 
by pointing out, with a clearness peculiar to himself, the 
certain results. In this way he aimed to give a perma- 
nency to the principles of the government, and to the execu- 
tive administration. 

Upon the most careful examination, after an intimate ac- 
quaintance for many years, I know of do essential qualifica- 
tion of an ecclesiastical ruler which our dear departed 
Bishop did not possess in an eminent degree. He was well 
acquainted with men. He had read human nature In all 
its diversified character. He well understood the princi- 
ples and ends of Church-government. He was calm and 
deliberate in ail his official acts. His mind was too pure 
and elevated to admit of partiality in the exercise of the 
functions of his office. "While his heart was susceptible of 
the tenderest friendships, and alive to the purest and most 
exquisite sympathies of which human nature is capable, 
he was firm and unyielding in his adherence to those prin- 
ciples which he had established for the government of his 
administration. la fixing the stations of the preachers, at 
tlie Annual Conferences, it was his uniform practice to ob- 
tain all the information in his power, from the various 
sources to which he had access, relative to the state of the 
whole field of labor, and the qualifications and circum- 
stances of the preachers who were to cultivate it. This in- 
formation being obtained, he was always disposed to seek 
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flie aid of the views and eounsela of those whose esperi- 
eace and office qualified them to be useful helpers in this 
highly responsible work; and, conscious of the imperfec- 
tion of all humaa knowledge, and of the insufiieiency of 
human agency, and of his liability to err, the whole was 
submitted in humble prayer for divine direction, for tlie 
forgiveness of faults, and for success to attend the well- 
meant endeavors to advance the interests of the Redeem- 
er's kingdom. In the performance of this important 
branch of his official oversight. Bishop McKendree deeply 
sympathized with the preachers of his charge and their 
families in their labors, privations, and sufferings. With 
Lim it was a sacred principle to yield to individual accom- 
modation, in consideration of age, aifiictions, or family cir- 
cumstances, as far as it could be done consistently with the 
good of the whole. But if, after the most careful and impar- 
tial examination, such individual convenience appeared to 
hira to be detrimental to the general Interest, there was 
ndther hesitating nor compromise with regard to his course. 
Individual accommodation must always submit to the public 
good. But he never bound heavy burdens and laid them 
on men's shoulders, which he himself was unwilling to bear. 
"Who has known any man more ready and willing to endure 
all the labors, and sacrifices, and sufferings of a Methodist 
preacher? By such a course. Bishop McKendree estab- 
lished and retained the affeeticmaie and re^ectfid confidence 
of the preachers and people over whom be presided, and 
whose interests he had deeply at heart. And in his prudent, 
mild, and firm administration of the government, he has 
left a worthy and illustrious example for the imitation of 
those who may succeed hira. 

In his Christian character, our beloved Bishop was emi- 
nently a "pattern of good works." He had a deep and 
abiding sense of his dependence upon the grace of God, 
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througli Christ, botli for wisdom and ability to perfonn his 
duties in such a manner as to be approved of God and 
profitable to men. Under the influence of this conviction, 
and fully apprised of his liability to err, he was "clothed 
with humility" and "prayed without ceasing." He was a 
man of daily, habitual, and fervent prayer. He "lived by 
faith," and "walked closely with God." 

He was a zealous and uniform friend of those institu- 
tions, both literary and religious, which were established 
and patronized by the Church, and which had for their 
objects the improvement of society, the glory of God, and 
the salvation of souls. These institutions he supported by 
his personal visits, by his prudent and encouraging advice, 
by suitable representations of their characters and claims, 
and by liberal contributions of money, to the full extent 
of his means. He took a very deep interest particularly in 
the Missionary and Sabbath-school Societies, He consid- 
ered those associations as most efficient auxUiaries to the 
preaching of the gospel, in "reforming the continent, and 
spreading scriptural holiness over these lands." He neg- 
lected no opportunity of visiting the Sunday-schools and 
meeting the societies, and encouraging all concerned in 
them to zealous perseverance. He had thoroughly exam- 
ined the principles of the General Book Concern, and re- 
garded it as one of the most important institutions for the 
promotion of Christian knowledge and piety. He viewed 
it in the light of a noble and extensive Christian charity, 
diffusing the blessings of moral and religious truth, and 
at the same time supplying the means to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, and relieve the wants of the widow and 
fetherless. As such, it bad his cordial support. His liber- 
ality in the use of the limited means he possessed, was 
strikingly expressive of that principle of love to God and 
his neighbor which influenced all his actions. This liber- 
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ality was divided, with a strict and c 
economy and utility, between beiievoleat institutions, houses 
of public worship, and needy individuals. Of the last, 
the widows and orphans of those preachers who had la- 
bored, and suifered, and died in the itinerant ministry, were 
Special objects of his kind attention. 

Bishop McKeudree was grave, yet generally mild and 
cheetfiil in his conversation and manners. Who ever heard 
&om the lips of this devoted servant of Christ, vain, trifling, 
or unprofitable conversation? Who ever saw him unem- 
ployed, or employed to no valuable purpose? In this re- 
spect, he has left an example worthy of the imitation of all 
Christian ministers. In a word, he exercised all the Chris- 
tian virtues in an. eminent degree, and for the most valua- 
ble purposes. With him patience was the power of suffer- 
ing, feith was a divine conviction of tilings not seen — a 
living and abiding confidence in God, througli Christ, ef- 
fecting a personal interest in all the great and precious 
promises, and producing, as its fruit, a humble, and willing, 
and joyfiil obedience to the commands of God. The hope 
of the gospel was the anchor of his soul; the love of God 
was shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost — even that 
love which "sufTereth long and is kind, doth not bebave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil, beareth all things, hopeth all. things, en- 
duretii all things, and which never feileth." This was the 
ground of his zeal for God, and for the salvation of the 
souls of men. It was the constraining principle which in- 
spired and governed his actions, and gave life and vigor to 
all his religious duties. 

As a man, as well as a Christian and Christian minister, 
our venerable friend had a refined and exalted sense of pro- 
priety and consistency of character. 

He had examined the relations and obligations of man 
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in a state of society with great carefulaess and accuracy, 
and his views of the relative duties were clear and elevated ; 
and in hia intercourse with his fellow-men, he was strictly 
governed by these enlightened views. 

He rendered honor to whom honor was due — was gentle 
to all men ; yet he would reprove offenses as occasions and 
circumstances required, without undue respect of persons. 

In conversation he was chaste, unassuming, and respect- 
ful — always interesting and profitable, and sometimeB pecu- 
liarly animated. 

He was unembarrassed in the presence of those who 
move in the scientific and elevated walks of life; and his 
condescension, kindness, and affability, inspired the humble 
poor with confidence and esteem. To the servant and his 
master he was, on all suitable occasions, equally accessible. 
He was exquisitely sensible of any departure from the prin- 
ciples of purity and propriety, either in conversation or ac- 
tions. And in every class of society in which he moved, 
he aimed, as far as it could be done, "to please his n 
bor for his good to edification." 

To sum up all ia a few words : in the character of Bishop 
McKendree, now with God in the heavenly place, beyond 
the breath of human praise or blame, were combined the 
essential qualifications of a great, and good, and amiable 
man ; a sensible, pious, and devoted Christian ; a prudent 
and conscientious ruler in the Church of God, and an 
able, zealous, and useful minister of the gospel of Christ. 

Finally, brethren, let us remember our dear departed 
pastor and Bishop, who has had the rule over us, and who 
now rests from the labors and suffirings of his militant 
charge. We ask not for him any pompous tities engraved 
on perishable marble; we ask not for him the external 
badges of mourning; we ask not that our pulpits be hung 
with drapery of sorrow, or that the ministers of the sanctu- 
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ary of our Gorl should be clothed witb the habilimonfa of 
woe ; we lak for him a purer, a more hallowed, and a more 
durable monument 

O let the picture of his heavenly virtues be deeply en- 
graved on our hearts 1 O let him long live in the memory, 
and affection, and c^itecm of the ministers and people of his 
pastoial care and official oversight! Though our beloved 
MoKendi-ee be dead, he speaks to us from the mansion of 
the tomb. He speaks to us in the silent but expressive 
language of a pure and illustrious example. Hark, ray 
brethren, as if you heard from the sacred repository which 
now contains all that is mortal of our venerable friend, that 
charming voice so often raised to plead the cause of truth, 
and direct perishing multitudes to the "Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sin of the world." What language 
does he hold? What instructions will he impart? Does he 
not say, " Brethren, be ye followers of me, even as I also have 
been of Christ — ^be men of one vocation and one work; 
be humble, steadfast, and zealous in your holy calling ; be 
faithful to Gcod and to the souls of the people committed 
til youi charge ; be men of prayer, and diligence, and punc- 
tuality" ? 

But while we regard him as an example for our imlta^ 
tion, let us remember him in his abundant labors, with 
gratitude to the Father of all mercies for so great a bless- 
ing bestowed upon us. Let us remember him with humble 
and fervent prayer, that God would raise up and preserve in 
his Church men of like minds, who shall, like him, count 
all things but loss for the excellence of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus their Lord, and glory only in the Hedeemer's 
cross. Ivet us imitate him in that zeal and fidelity with 
which he exercised the peculiar ftinctions of his holy of- 
fice. And while we press forward in our Heavenly Mas- 
ter's work, encouraged by the light, and comfort, and 
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triumph of his illustrious example, let us trust in God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, waiting in earnest expecta- 
tion and lively hope of the resurrection of the hody and 
life everlasting. 

God grant, my dear brethren, that like our venerable 
McKendree, in the hour that closes the scones of earth, and 
dissolves our relations to our militant charges, we may be 
ftble, in view of the past, and in prospect of the future, fo 
proclaim, "All is well!" Amen. 
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LETTEE TEOM BISHOP ASBUEY TO THE EEV. 
JOSEPH BENSON. 

The following cornnnimeatioa from Bishop Aa- 
bury to the Rev. Joseph Benson, of England, merita 
Bpecial attention. It bears date a short time before 
his death, was indited by him while confined to his 
bed, and waa written and eertified to in the copy be- 
fore the author by the Eev.Thomaa Mason. He and 
Bishop McKendree had parted in Tennessee to pur- 
sue different routes to the South Carolina Confer- 
ence. They met no more. Bishop McKendree, as 
already related, made the trip in time, and presided 
at the Conference in Charleston; but the feeble 
senior broke down, after a desperate and exhausting 
struggle, before he could reach the city, and was taken 
dangerously ill when not far from it. At the earliest 
period of his partial convalescence — for he never 
fully recovered — and while propped up in hia bed, 
with closed eyes and death-like pallor, he slowly in- 
dited this letter. The long and well-fought battle 
of his extraordinary life was nearly over; but he 
seemed determined, before he should yield to the 
rider of the pale horse, to do two things — to reach 
Baltimore in time to attend the General Conference 
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May 1st, and to vindicate himself from the sus- 
piciona which "Diotrephea" had instilled into the 
mind of the aged Wesley against him a»d his col- 
leagues, but which were dissipated by hia humility 
and untiring laboi-s, and at the same time commend 
hia beloved American. Methodism to the confidence 
and affection of their brethren in his "fatherland." 
The first he failed to accomplish, having died in 
Virginia on his way to the General Conference, 
March 24, 1816, but the latter was effected, leaving 
not a shade upon his fame in the mind of any one 
on either side of the Atlantic. Indeed, this had 
long since been done. 

It is said that when the hour of death approaches 
the exiie, his native land and early aasoeiates loom 
up to his imagination, and he yearns for them: so 
of our eelf-expatriated Asbury. He had left his 
country and his brethren to plant Methodism in the 
wild "Western Hemisphere, and nobly had he ful- 
filled his mission; and though often looking and 
longing for a little leisure to revisit his native land, 
yet had he looked and longed in vain. Stern duty 
demanded unceasing labor; and now, when hope 
had fied of reunion on earth, his heart and thoughts 
turn thither, and he sends this, his last affectionate 
greeting, through his friend Mr. Benson, and seeks 
bis influence in behalf of the Church which his 
own death is soon to leave in orphanage. 'Tis the 
language of a dying father commending the younger 
children of the family to the love and kindness of 
their eider brethren. Mr. Benson was three years 
the junior of Mr. Asbury, and died five years later. 
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Since they haci parted in England, both of them had 
become eminent — beloved and venerated by a whole 
community — the latter aa Bishop, the former aa a 
preacher, commentator, President of the Conference, 
and who then, aa Editor of the Wesleyan Methodiat 
Magazine, waa at the head of the Church-literature 
of the British Connection. The reader will aee, in 
the beginning of this letter, that Mr. Asbury's 
memory waa at fault aa to their comparative ages — 
sad evidence of old age, which generally first shows 
itself aa to the recollection of dates and names. 

Repeated allusions occur in this letter to a person 
under the name of "Diotrephea," who, it is evident, 
Bishop Asbury suspected to have prejudiced Mr, 
"Wcaley against him. The probability is that he 
meant Thos. Rankin. He was aent by Mr. Wesley 
to America in 1773, aa hia General Aasistant, re- 
turned to England in 1777 on account of the lievo- 
lutionary War, and never came back. He spent the 
greater part of his time in London, eeema always 
to have had the confidence of Mr, Wesley, and no 
doubt at one time expected to occupy the position 
in America which Mr. Ashury attained. It waa, 
perhaps, natural he should feel disappointed at the 
result, and be tempted to criticise with undue sever- 
ity the man who, without wishing to do so, had au- 
perseded him. He may have been honest in hia 
opinions as to the expediency of the course taken 
by Mr. Asbury and his associates in the premises, 
and it is to be hoped he was unconscious of the 
blinding influence of a diaappointed expectation. 
Charity would trust that it waa so ; but in any event, 
VOL. II.— 13 



HosmoD, Google 



he subjected his motives to a severe and just impu- 
tation in bringing about a temporary alienation of 
Mr. "Wesley from the pure and faithful Bishop. 
"Diotrephes" loved "the preeminence," and "re- 
ceived not" St. John. It is feared that Mr. Asbury 
found hia "Diotrephea" in Mr. Eankin. 

There is a sentiment in this letter to which atten- 
tion is invited, and against which we enter our de- 
cided protest : it is, that no man who attains the 
age of seventy, however qualified in every other re- 
spect, shoald continue to "hold a highly responsi- 
ble office in the Church of God." We are sorry to 
see the name of Mr. Asbury attached to this opin- 
ion, as we were to hear it a few years since from 
the lips of one of his worthy successors : in both 
cases the aathoritiea for the opinion are of high 
respectability, but by a strange coincidence they 
were superannuated Bishops. Tet it matters not 
by whom uttered, it is unsustaiiied by historical 
facts. If its application is made exclusively to 
Methodist Bishops, and the itinerant labors of 
Mr. Asbury's day, we have nothing to say; but if 
the disqualification assumed bo not physical, but 
psychical, we dissent most emphatically ; and, more- 
over, if it is intended to embrace only high officials 
in the Church as an exceptional and proscribed 
class, neither the propriety nor the justness of the 
rule is apparent. We admit that a man of seventy, 
whether a Bishop or not, cannot ride on horseback, 
nor in a "thirty-dollar chaise" as Messrs. Asbury 
and McKendree did once, and thus traverse from 
five to eight thousand miles a year, aa well as can a 
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man of twenty; but surely the Chureli should not, 
and does not, and never did, impose eueli tasks upon 
her chief pastors. A good deal of this work was 
self-imposed — imposed from anxiety for the welfare 
of the cause and the most honorable motives, yet 
in many instances not really necessary — and no 
wonder that such habits of restlessness and perpet- 
ual motion wore down lymphatic constitutions at 
seventy years of age. Indeed, Bishop Asbury here 
confesses that at sixty-three he had become unfit to 
take the chair; and the writer distinctly recollects 
that Bishop McKendree told him that Bishop As- 
bury'a last advice to him was to travel on wheels, 
adding, "If I had done so, I might have added ten 
years to my life." It is always unsafe to deduce a 
universal proposition from a special case. " In the 
Church of God" there have always been men "in 
high responsibility" after reaching their seventieth 
year. 

We freely admit that, with the decay of the phys- 
ical, the mental powers must sympathize to somo 
extent, and in certain respects; but we assert that, 
as a general rule, the higher faculties do not suf- 
fer proportionally to the bodily senses. The fact 
is, the decadence of the mind at that period of life 
is ordinarily the result of its inaction, or of 
confining its action to a few subjects. Men cease 
to explore new realms of thought, they add but little 
to their mental treasure, and are constantly losing 
their stock on hand without replenishing: thus the 
mind becomes torpid and effortless. Their friends 
call them old — treat them as such — they accept the 
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epithet and its privileges, and settle down into an 
imbecility which they think inevitable; while, in 
fact, the "green old age" of seventy, to a man of 
fair health, good constitution, and cultivated mind, 
is the very season for assorting and harvesting the 
fruits of his active summer's toils. Then the preju- 
dices and passions of the hot blood of youth may 
be held in abeyance, conscience, reason, and judg- 
ment assert their superiority, and mind, "immortal 
as its Sire," assumes its imperial sway. Suppose 
the great men who have attained a world-wide emi- 
ninee in the arts and sciences, the jurists, states- 
men, and divines, had all been stricken from the 
roll as imbeciles — John, the divine apostle, "Wesley, 
Humboldt, ISTewton, Marshall, Wm. Pitt, Dr. Frank- 
lin, Sir Matthew Hale, Lord Brougham, Madison, 
Jeft'erson, Adams, and the like — all of them living 
over seventy, and some beyond ninety years ! "Why, 
in Europe men are scarcely thought to be compe- 
tent to occupy the highest positions as savants in 
literature or the bench of the jurist before that pe- 
riod. Because Mr. Asbury and Bishop McKendree 
wore and tore out their physical frames by that 
time, are we to assume that this is the terminus 
of mental life? A man who, under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, keeps his mind awake and active, and 
while doing reasonable service takes due care of 
his earthly tabernacle, may, by God's blessing, be 
in the prime and vigor of his intellectual energies ; 
and let not the suspicion arise that this is the sin- 
ister plea of one near the verge of the black line 
beyond which lie the gloomy shades of intellectual 
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death. On tho contrary, it ia an impression drawn 
from many years' observation, and ia a deliberate 
and settled conviction. It is a conclusion which 
cari-ies comfort and hope to the hoary head crowned 
with gloiy. 

My venerable and elder trotlier in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesns Christ, and the gloriom ministry of tlio gospel of the grace 
of God, all haill 

We have lived to see better daya than our predeceaaora 
and aacient contemporaries. I recollect not to have seen 
your face, to have known you, or to have the least passing 
interview with you ; but when I was a youth between fifteen 
and sixteen years of age, you were a man, and Pi'esident of 
Kingawood School, which mi;st be, in my calculation, be- 
tween fitly and fifty-five years past. Though I was active 
some years, and frequently called upon to act as a supply 
for the traveling connection, and traveled the first year 
nine or ten months (though leai or more, I cannot say cor- 
rectly) in the Staffordshire Circuit — the circuit in which I 
lived— in the place of William Orpe, the four Conference- 
years that I traveled were in Bedford and Salisbury alter- 
nately. From thence I came to America, and am now in 
the forty-fifth year of my mission, which will close the 20th 
of next October. 

I have been broken, breach upon breach, by affliction, so 
thatlam at present completely superanauated, having passed, 
August' 2l8t, the first period of the life of man. And it 
has been for some years past a permanent sentiment with 
me, that in such a case, no man high in office, however 
great in qualifications, should stand in high responsibility 
in the Church of God, but rather retire and give place to 
younger and stronger men in body and mind, such as our 
junior Superintendent, to whom I have ceded the presiden 
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tial chair of every Annual Conference for flief.e seven years 
past. It was also my pleasure, when present, always to 
give Dr. Ooke the president's ciiair, CVlory to God, our 
houses are set in order I Our order of things is such that 
we have about fifty-flve Presiding Elders, that by turns of 
four years a.t farthest, yet movable at any time when the 
Episcopacy judge of the importance of the casa These 
Presiding Elders serve a probation of seven or fourteen 
years in lan^e and very consequential Districts, and have 
their Quarterly-meeting Conferences of the official departs 
menfs of the local ministry, possibly in some large circuit 
of long staudlcg, that compose from sixty to eighty, or near 
one hundred members, and examine characters, try cases, 
admit and give authority to exhorters and local preachers, 
examine local preachers and local deacons for election and 
ordination to Deacons' and Elders' office in the Annual Con- 
ference. These Presiding Elders, in the absence of the 
Bishop, and that rule well, are counted worthy of double 
honor. In the absence of a Bishop appointed by him, if 
not appointed, to be elected by the Conference, to preside in 
and do the business of the Annual Conference. And we 
have the pleasure to believe that such is their age and im- 
provement, that we have nut only half a dozen, hut a 
dozen, if called to preside in an Annual Conference, would 
do it with ease, dignity, and correctness, assisted by their 
brethren, the Presiding Elders. 

If a Bishop, at any distance where a mail can go, has 
consequential business to the whole Conference, he has only 
to communicate to one man ; he to write to tlie other Pre- 
siding Elders ; they to communicate to the men wlio have 
charge of stations and circuits- — the work is done. 

Bishops in Greece or Home — what have they been in 
frightful forms? What have they been, men or fiends? 
Bishops in our age, among the Presbyterians and Independ- 
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ent Churches, the Baptists and the commonality of the peo- 
ple, arc ready to suppose that a Bishop is a tyrant — the 
same as a Pope — dreadful, dangerous creatures. Possibly 
some very wise men, with all their Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin, have not found out the pure derivation of that word. 
It js very near to a perfect German word, in both conso- 
nants and vowels; admitting the German pronunciation 
and the English prononeiaUon to differ — Bi-«choft, the 
chief minister. With us, a Bishop is a plain man, alto- 
gether like his brethren, wearing no marts of distinction, 
advanced in age, and by virtue of bia offtce can sit as presi- 
dent in all the solemn assemblies of the ministers of the 
gospel ; and many times, if be is able, called upon to labor 
and suffer more than any of his brethren; no negative or 
positive in forming Cburch-rules ; raised to a small degree 
of constituted and elective authority above all his breth- 
ren ; and in the e-^ecntive department, power to say, 
"Brother, that must not he — that cannot be ;" having fiiU 
power to put a negative or a positive in hie high charge of 
administration ; and even in the Annual Conference, to cor- 
rect the body or any individual that may have transgressed 
or would transgress, and go over the printed rules by which 
they are to be governed, and bring up every man and 
eveiy thing to the printed rules of order established in the 
Form of Discipline of the Blethodist Episcopal Church in 
America. 

It is an established maxim with us, that if a man is not 
well taught and practiced in obedience to know how to 
serve, he will never know how to have command or be fit 
to take any office in the Church of God, and that stubborn, 
disobedient men must be mended, though it will take much 
time and more labor. 

Several brethren among us have sincerely wished that 
there could be some mode of communication and union. 
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such as can take place, considering distance, and circum- 
stances, and administration, and order, between ws and the 
parent Society. We lia^e hoped it would be for the best — 
then again we have feai-ed we should not find sate hands to 
put our business into the Britiali Conference to conduct, 
and that misunderatandiuga and misrepresentations might 
bring us into trouble, and bring on a greater separation ; 
and I can truly say for one, that the greatest affliction and 
sorrow of my life was that our dear fathei', from the time 
of the Revolution to his death, grew more and more jealous 
of myself and the whole American Connection ; that it ap- 
peared we had lost his confidence almost entirely. But he 
rigidly contended for a special and independent right of 
governing the chief minister or ministers of our order, 
which, in our judgment, went not only to put him out of 
office, but to remove him from the Continent to elsewhere, 
that our father saw fit ; and that, notwithstanding our con- 
stitution and the right of electing every Church-officer, and 
more especially our Superintendent, yet we were told, "Not 
till after the death of Mr. Wesley" our constitution could 
have its full operation. For many years before this time 
we lived in peace, and trusted in the confidence and friend- 
ship of eaoh other. But after the Revolution, we were 
called upon to give a printed obligation, which here fol- 
lows, and which could not be dispensed with — -it must be : 
"During the life of the Eev. Mr. Wesley, we acknowledge 
ourselves his sons in the gospel; ready, in matters belonging 
to Church-government, to obey his commands ; and we do 
engage, after his death, to do every thing that we judge 
consistent with the cause of religion in America and the 
political interest of the States, to preserve and promote our 
union with the Methodists in Europe." Our people and 
preachers were coming out of their childhood — they 
thought for themselves. If this obligation was necessary, 
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why not introduce it in former years, in better times ? Mat- 
ters have strangely changed ; much blood has been shed ; 
the minds of the citizens of the United States and the 
United Kingdom, must be exceedingly changed and soui-od 
against each other, and the state of things will never be as 
it has been between the two countries. Some said that the 
citizens of both countries are so much alike that we shall 
have war again in ten, twenty, or thirty years. Foreigners 
by thousands coming to our country and crossing their own; 
pushing themselves into office, and blowing the coals of 
strife ; magnifying small offenses ; raising mountains out of 
mole-hills ; a word and a blow ; stricken by wicked and im- 
pious officers that do n't know their duty ; putting fo death 
a most ancient and noble British character; and a grand, 
and noble, and generous, and affable American character 
dying swiftly; and yet both sides crying out, "If you 
cannot lead us, you shall not drive us;" and both sides 
going to driving as hard as tliey can with fire and sword. 

Mr. "Wesley is to this day, and always has be n I t i 
and loved by hundreds and thousands in Am a 

great apostolic man ; and hundreds of children t lly 
named after him — yea, thousands. In Amen a m t 
our enemies know that, of all the good and holy m n tl at 
our dear John the divine of London, and John th 1 n 
of Madeley, at the time of the Eevolution, had written more 
on worldly affui"* than any gospel men in Europe or 
Amerna I spire the dead, and yet I think that a degree 
ot lustiLC IS due fo the memory of such an apostolic man 
ai John Wesley I perfectly clear him in my own mind, 
and Iiy the whole blame of the whole business upon Dio- 
trephe^, of the Tower of London, Little did I think that 
VlC had Buch an enemy that had the continual ear and con- 
fidence of Mr. Wesley. This I believe from good testi- 
mony — eye and ear-mtnesses, who, some years after, when 
13* 
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they saw tliat my mind was so deeply afflicted tliat I did 
not get clear of it for some years after Mr. Wesley's death. 
Dr. Coke and John Harper told me what they had seen, 
and heard, and known, and felt. Dr. Coke said that as 
often as Mr, Wesley went to see Diotrephes, he came back 
with his mind strangely agitated and dissatisfied with the 
American Connection ; that he did not know what to do to 
pnt him to rights ; and the counsel of Diotrephes, in a 
fuU Conference, was in snbstance thisr "If he [Diotre- 
phes] had the power and authority of Mr. Wesley, he 
wonid call Frank Asbury home directly." John Harper 
was the man who was present in the Conference and heard 
this advice given, and told me several years after in 
America with his o^vn mouth. Yet I spare tlie dead, and 
must write the truth, that he (Diotrephes) wrot« to the 
Messrs. Wesleys for counsel and advice in our critical situa- 
tion — advice which we thought truly apostolic and worthy 
of the minister of the gospel of the Son of God — in sub- 
stance, was to give as little offense as possible either to 
Jew or Gentile, or to the Church of God ; to have nothing 
to do with the affairs of this world if he could help it, and 
mind the husincss of our spiritual calling. Diotrephes 
made this instruction pretty public among the preachers 
and the people, and then they charged him with violating 
every part of it He was positive beyond all description, 
that the Americans should be brought back to the old 
government, and that immediately. It appeared to me that 
his object was to sweep the Continent of every preacher 
that Mr. Wesley had sent to it, and of every respectable 
traveling preacher from Europe who had graduated among 
us, whether English or Irish. He told us that if we re- 
turned to our native country, we should be esteemed as 
such obedient, loyal subjects, that we should obtain ordi- 
nation in the grand Episcopal Church of England, and 
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come bact to America with high respeetabil'vty after the 
war was ended. Francis did not believe it; and he pos- 
sessed a senior right after tlie removal of Eoardman and 
Pilmoor, and God had given him souls for his hire, and 
souls for his charge among the people ; and a number of 
eminent preachers, both traveling and local, wanted uothing 
but a man to go in and out before them to give them, if we 
had not boolis, order and discipline by the word of mouth, 
Francis thought as he had possession, it was best to hold it, 
eipecially when abundance of respectable members said, 
"Will you leave us? Will you leave us?" And it was the 
gpueral language of the American people and preachers, 
that those preachers from Europe, who were dissatisfied 
mth the measures of the country, had better go home. 

At the death of Mr. Wesley, one of his European dis- 
ciples a'iked another, "Who will preach his funeral-ser- 
mon? Who will write his Life?" They corrected themselves 
by saying, " Mr, Wesley has written his own Life better than 
any other man can write it." And O that it had been so ! 
or that if any thing had been done, it had been after the 
model of the Life of the Vicar of Madeley, compiled by 
Joseph Benson, which has been made an unspeakable bless- 
ing to my mind in reading it. It has been impressed with 
great weight upon my mind for several years, that it was 
my indispensable duty to write to some person in London or 
elsewhere, a true and correct account, because I think that 
Mr. Wesley has been reproached beyond any thing that was 
thrown upon him before that period, by the London writer 
of his Life. You will examine, as an early coni«mporary of 
the Oxford Methodists, and the last branch of that order: 
you will see in substance that, with respect to the American 
ordination, Mr. Wesley is represented as invading and 
usurping all Church-order. And yet the author grants if 
Mr. Wesley had been elected and chosen by tlie American 
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preachers and people, it would have been in gospel order 
and proper. Did that author know, or was he ignorant ? 
Why did he write in the dark ? The people of Mr. Wesley's 
chaise in America — many thousands — were under total pri- 
vation of the ordinances of God, and most of the Episcopa- 
lians had deserted their stations and Chnrches from almost 
every part of the Continent. The Presbyterians held no 
open communion. The Methodists could not become Pres- 
byterians in sentiment — they would not be Baptists, neither 
Independents. When the preachers first came to the Con- 
tinent, with what affection they were received ! Multitudes 
came forward as constant hearers and members of the So- 
ciety, and immediately the tables of the Lord in their 
former Churches were closed against them. When our 
brethren would say, "0 that you had been ordained to ad- 
minister the ordinances of God to us I" it was of no account 
to say the Episcopal Bishops would not ordain us. "Mr. 
Wesley should have ordained you." And thus for fourteen 
or fifteen years hundreds and thousands of preachers and 
people crying continually for the universal election of Mr. 
Wesley to ordain ministers for America, because he was, as we 
believe, an apostolic man, admitting upon trial and into Con- 
nection the preachers of his charge, governing and station- 
ing every one of them, that he came short only in ordinar 
tion. Now, sir, I submit it to you, as to Dr. Whitehead's 
Life of Mr, Wesley, if there is power and authority in any 
part of your body in justice to Mr. Wesley, (asking no 
mercy ) when called upon by hundreds and thousands for 
so long a time to exercise the third branch of apostolic 
power m ordination and that hundreds and thousands 
of pieichers and people have blessed and praised God for 
the wisdom given to Mr Wesley and the Baltimore Gen- 
eiU Conf r n e m 17'^4 ti farm upon such pure principles 
a trul} a}u=t3!ic Church— the success which has attended 
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the labors of ita iiiinistera. We must say tliat Dr. White- 
head's history must be corrected accoiMiiiig to this t^sti- 
luony, or suppressed, as containing a defamation of that 
man of Gfod, Mr. John Wesley, and the whole body of 
American Methodists. We feel determined to stand in 
apostolic order and gospel ground. "Separate me, Barna- 
bas and Saul, for the work whereunto I have called them." 
And with fasting and prayer they laid their hands on them. 
Acts xiii. 2, 3. A distinct name, oiflce, and order — elders 
in the Church of God. Acts xiv. 23. 

Never since was any man, for so many years, called upon 
to oi-dain ministers for America : never since could a peo- 
ple be so oveijoyed, and conform so universally as with one 
heart and mind. This was what we wanted and requested 
from year to year; and we have obtained it at last. Bless 
God, and bless Mr. Wesley! 

We do not suffer one officer Jn the Church of God to as- 
sume or invade the rights of another : a licensed exhorter 
to be always attempting to preach; a traveling or local 
preacher must not baptize without ordination ; a deacon, 
traveling or local, administer the Lord's-supper but under 
the order of an elder. On no account will we suffer the 
elders to ordain alone, but to come forward when called 
upon by the Bishop (in names and numbers) to assist in the 
ordination of elders. We do not suffer our Presiding 
Elders to invade any singular right of EpLscopacy. 

Here is the simple method which we have followed from 
the beginning, in the management of our temporal aflairs. 
Our stewards are elected in every Conference. They call 
first on all the preachers belonging to the Conference, to 
know what they have received for quarterage in the stations 
and Districts wherein they have labored tlie year past. By 
doing this, they come immediately to know what preachers 
have already received their full demand, and what preach- 
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ers are deficient, according to our rules of discipline. Then 
they call for all the collections that have been brought in, 
with 1200 per Conference from the book interest, and S140 
from the Chartered Fund— small matters I — and the divi- 
dend must be made among twelve Conferences in the year, 
instead of nine. 

We send you our mite-subscription, to let you see what 
additional wonders we can perform by the blessing of God, 
— more especially when we hear such acccounts from your 
side of the water, of all the Churches that have been 
maintaining the local ministry sending out traveling minis- 
ters to the ends of the earth. We wish them success in the 
name of the Ijord. They are coming right at lastl But 
hail Wesley— hail Oxford Methodists— who, seventy years 
ago, formed an apostolic society, and sent forth their trav- 
eling prea^hera in apostolic order! Blessed be God, that a 
number of simple men, from the Oxford Methodists, were 
directed to establish an apostolic Church, and put the gov- 
ernment in the hands of traveling preachersi And yet 
there must be men that cannot continue to travel, and 
others that sincerely ivish, hut liave it not in their power to 
travel, who may be useful, and enjoy all their rights and 
privileges in their local state, and the traveling ministry 
held sacred and make the very best of all their superior 



And concerning ordination, that it ought to he held sa- 
cred, and considered as the helm of good order, we believe. 
Id every age of the Church it has been, and now is, held 
sacred. 

We have heard of a few simple people here and there, 
hardly worthy of being members of the Church, pleading 
their right to sit down with each other, if it be every 
day, and receive and administer the Lord's-supper one to 
anotlicr; therefore, we conclude that Churches and societies 
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ought to examine well what tearing their eayinga and do- 
ings will lead to — whether they will introduce division and 
confusion or unity and good order in the house of God, iu 
the body of Christ. 

Will you, my dear sir, do what you can, at this late hour 
of life, as our agenttothe British Conference? And, if you 
please, call a confidential and young man to your assistance. 
Will you examine well any letters and communications 
from America, and judge how fer it may be proper to print 
any of them in the "United Kingdoms, and where and in 
what manner any difficulties may be explained, and meth- 
ods of gospel order be brought info operation? We have 
planted, we have watered, we have taken a most sacred 
charge of Upper and Lower Canada, for about twenty-two 
years. They form two respectable Districts iu the Genesee 
Conference. They lie side by side on the noi-thern banks 
of the St. Lawrence, and the United States' Districts and 
circuite on the southern. The souls of our people in Canada 
are exceedingly precious to us. They are a willing people, 
prompt to pay their preachers— -they say, "Tell us what to 
do, and we '11 do it." Exclusive of the most ancient, (who 
came from various parte of Europe,) the additional and in- 
creasing inhabitants now, of both provinces, are multitudes 
of refugees who went from the United States at the time of 
the Revolution. Many others have preferred the Provinces 
to the United States; and there are at this time large family 
connections on both sides of the line, and many preachers 
that have changed and interchanged. The manner in 
which Montreal was taken possession of and is now lield, 
will not, cannot, bo dispensed with by the General Con- 
ference, by the Annual Conference, nor by the Presiding 
Elder of Lower Canada. Thomas Birch, one of His Majes- 
ty's subjects, late from Ireland, was sent to Montreal in the 
very moment of time, just at the commencemeut of the 
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war, and was permitted to stay a year longer than onr con- 
stitution grants, (the stat« of the case justifying it,) and 
returned to the United States with an honorable reoom- 
mendation from the Society. Strange, when Samuel Mont- 
gomery had been sent, with the greatest expedition, six 
hundred miles to supply tho place of Thos. Birch, that Sam- 
uel (one of His Majesty's subjects, late from Ireland) should 
be prevented from taking his charge by the British mission- 
ary! And who is to examine Mr. Williams's conduct? 
Mr. Bennett, of the province of Nova Scotia? the British 
Conference? or the Directors of the Missionary Society? 
Henry Ryan, Presiding Elder of Lower Canada, made a 
visit to Montreal, by oi-der of the Bishops and Genesee 
Conference. He has obtained t^timonies which wUl be 
handed forward to the Agent of our affturs, presented in 
their order, yfe, as ministers of Christ, think it a sin of 
sins to divide the body of Christ. There was special cau- 
tion given to Thomas Birch, Samuel Montgomery, and 
Henry Ryan ; and we have good reason to believe that, 
possibly, two-thirds of the Society in Montreal would put 
themselves under the government of the American Con- 
nection. But we shall bear long, suffer long, and make 
every explanation, till the charge is given up to us. 
Whether the thing has been done through ignorance, or 
through the influence of wicked and designing men, we 
shall give our fathers and brethren time to inform them- 
selves, and time to correct their conduct; for wo are sure 
that our Episcopacy could never act so out of order as to 
send a pieicher to take possession of a charge so important, 
under the oversight of the parent Connection. And yet, 
m this busmess, we would touch that venerable body, oi; 
any authoritative part of it, with tho tenderness of a feather 
dipped in oil. 

I brother, may our Presiding Elders i 
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their letters to you, when cases of a singular nature shall 
occur? At present, Francis, your friend, with great diffir 
iMlty, has dictated this letter. 

One thing more. Upon this continent we are crowded 
with French people — like polite heathens and barbarians 
to us. Wk want French Methodist preachers. Despairing 
of obtaining any from the traveling connection, since we 
have read your reports, our only hope is that some of our 
brethren from Jersey and Guernsey will come over and 
help us. We have employed an accompli&hed yowng 
Frenchman, of au extensive acquaintance with the French 
]\Iethodiats in those islands, to write for us, and see if such 
a man as we want can be obtained. And can you aiil in 
this matter? It is our wish that such a preacher, that is 
willing to come to America, be well recommended by our 
brethren that know him, to our agent, Mr. Benson, on 
\\hose recommendation we shall depend. 

My love and a thousand thanks to Mr. Blanchard, for 
the Minutes ; to Mr. Marsden, for the Reports — hoping they 
will continue their goodness from year to year, I^t them 
direct to any part of the United States, to myself or the 
junior Bishop or Bishops, whose names will be known upon 
the Minutes of our Conferences. And should our Father 
and Brother Benson have any special call and communica- 
tion to make, be sure to make it to one of the Presiding 
Elders, and the business will be taken up in good order. 
Instruction will be given by the Bishops to the Presiding 
Elders, that they may be called to write to the agents of 
our American afifairs, in London or elsewhere, and possi- 
bly to be written to from the men of our confidence in 
Europe. 

And now may the Grod of all grace, with his eternal Son 
and ever-blessed Spirit, be with us through time and for 
ever and everl Amen. Francis Asbury, 
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I, Thos. Mason, wlio wrote this letter, salute my fatlici's 
and brethren in the Lord. 

South Carolina, January 16, 1816. 

P. 8. Mr, Wesley could not come himself to America, 
but he seut one that was well qualified. Dr. Coke aud 
myself were so liberal as to submit ourselves to an election, 
before Francis was ordained to his office as Bishop and 
Superintendent, at the first General Conference, in Eal-' 
timore, December, 1784. Dr. Coke, notwithstanding his 
visits were transient, was very useful, both as a divine and 
as a classical man. He was esteemed by hundreds and 
thousands in America. His writings will be read with at- 
tention; his memory will be precious. The Americans 
knew his worth, and knew not only his labors and travels, 
but some of his sufierings, as he was often compelled by 
necessity to take up with very mean lodgings, through some 
of the extreme parts of our country and at very early set- 
tlementa, as Francis (who generally attended him) and 
many othera can witness. Add to this, that every visit he 
had to cross and recross the Atlantic. It ia true. Dr. Coke 
had his troubles in America, and it is true that Francis 
Asbury had his troubles. And we heard that Mr, Wesley 
had his troubles— and no wonder, when he was told (as 
possibly made to believe) that no sooner had he granted the 
Americans what they wished, than they declared themselves 
independent of him! Had we not lived in all good confi- 
dence and fellowship for fifteen years? No complaint on 
our side — no complaint, that we heard of, from Mr. Wesley, 
Why then should our generous minds he called to enter an 
obligation which we never had violated, and which I be- 
lieve there was no intention to violate? And I must be- 
lieve that the Americans were greater friends than Mr, 
Wesley had, through Europe or the world. They had read 
all his books that had come to hand; they heard of aH 
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his excellences, his labors, sufferings, and success; and 
who with them but Mr. Wesley? Almost every large and 
steady family among the old disciples roust have a Wesley 
among the children. Fi-ancis had been charged {and pei'- 
haps very properly) witli being a man of gloomy mind, and 
sometimes a prophet of evil ladings, concerning ministerial 
men ; hut many of his brethren, after proper trial, have 
confessed, if they were evil, they were true in the end. 

Mr, Wesley wrote concerning Diotrephes, honest George, 
and Francis, " You three be as one ; act by united counsels." 
But who was to do that with Dtotrephea? Francis had 
a prior right of government, by special order and letter 
from Mr. Wesley, a few months after he had been in the 
country; and if he could not exercise it in the cities, where 
the first missionaries that came over were located by neces- 
sity, (having no proper men to change with them,) yet 
Francis in the country endeavored to do the best he could. 
Mattel's did not fit well between Diotrephes and him, and 
poor Francis was charged with having a gloomy mind, and 
being very suspicious, etc. 

It would be presumed, because Francis was a little heady, 
that Diotrephes wrote to Mr. Wesley to call Francis home 
immediately. Be it as it might, Mr. Wesley wrote such a 
letter to Francis; and Francis wrote in answer, that he 
would prepare to return as soon as possible, whatever the 
sacrifice might be. Then Diotrephes said, "You cannot go; 
your labors are wanted here." Francis said, "Mr. Wesley 
has written for me; I must obey his order." Diotrephes 
said, "I will write to Mr. Wesley, and satisfy him." Shortly 
after came a letter from Mr. Wesley to Francis, in substance 
thus: "You have done very well to continue in America 
and help your brethren, when there was such a great 
call." 

And now, my father and brother, I know not a man in 
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the British Coimection to write to. They are the children 
of forty-five or fifty years ; you are the man, and you were 
the father when they were children. I leave these things 
with you, to make any use or no use of them. I have con- 
fidence in you, that you will not make a bad use of them. 
F. A. 
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DE. WINANS'S LETTER TO BISHOP MoK EN- 
DREE, GIVING PARTICULAI^ OF SAMUEL 
PARKER'S DEATH. 

The author and the subject of the accompanying 
letter were both ministers greatly beloved and re- 
epected, "William "Winans is an honored and house- 
bold name in the South-west, and not unknown to 
iame as a true, wise, and gifted preacher throughout 
the Methodist domain. 

He was born in Pennsylvania, November 3, 1788 : 
when about sixteen, his family removed to Ohio. 
He was admitted in the Western Conference ia 
1808 ; in 1809, at the call of the Bishop, volunteered 
with Se!a Paine, and was transferred to the Missis- 
sippi Conference; married happily in 1815, and 
located on account of impaired health. He was re- 
admitted in 1820, and continued to fill important 
appointments until 1851, when he took a superan- 
nuated relation, in which be continued until his 
death, August 31, 1857, in bis 69th year. He was 
a member of every General Conference held from 
1824 to his death, and was inferior as a clear, log- 
ical, and powerful debater to no one in any of these 
He was tall, thin, and negligent of 
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dress, always leaving hia collar unbuttoned, and al- 
though never boorish or repulsive in his manners, 
yet evidently thinking but little of his appearance. 
His intellectual faculties were of the first order, No 
one would sooner detect a sophism, or more quickly 
and effectively explode it. "When excited in debate, 
his vehemence of manner was terrible — very great; 
his mind seemed to be aroused to a white heat, the 
veins in his bare neck and his forehead swelled aa 
if ready to burst, his language electrified his hear- 
ers as hia thoughts electrified himselt^ and so clear, 
BO logical, and resistless were Ms arguments, that 
his oonclusions were felt to be demonstrations. His 
antagonist was impaled and powerless. He rarely 
spoke except on important subjects, and whenever 
he threw himself fully into a discussion, it reminded 
me of the heaviest ordnance hurling enormous mis- 
siles. 

He was a great reader ; and while he delighted iu 
profound biblical and scientific subjects, he indulged 
to considerable extent in Belles-Uttres studies, and 
not unfroquently in the lighter works of fancy and 
fiction. Reading was a necessity with him, and no 
man in the South indulged in it or enjoyed it more. 
His study was his sanctum, into which he daily en- 
tered, not to be disturbed or to leave except for his 
meals and family worship. It was a forbidden 
place to loungers and strangers — his own family 
being permitted to enter but at his permission. 
There he read, studied, and wrote for many 
hours together. Books, manuscripts, maps, and 
newspapers covered his library shelves, his table, 
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and frequently the floor. He lived and worked 
there. 

He waa a voluminous writer. Aa an inatance, I 
have aeon pile upon pile of liia notea and criticiams 
upon the whole of Dr. Clarke's Commentary on 
the Bible. Many of them were deservedly excori- 
ating. Shall we not have the privilege of reading 
aomething from hia pen? His published sermons 
constitute a hody of divinity, and although too 
elaborate for the taste of the day, are profound and 
exhaustive discussions of his topics. His residence 
was in a retired section of the country, aome twenty 
miles fi'om Natchez, where he had few congenial 
associates, and hence his secluaion and devotion to 
literature. And yet no one enjoyed the society of 
his friends more than he. His manners in aoeial 
life were so simple, so affectionate, and hearty, that 
even the young were ever ready to hail "Uncle 
Winans" welcome. His love of his Church was 
strong and unwavering, and his attachment to 
Bishops McKendree, Roberts, and Soule, and hia 
associates in the Miasissippi and Louisiana Confer- 
ences, was tender and fervent. In all questions ot 
Church-polity, he was the acknowledged leader of 
the South-west, and yet he never sought that posi- 
tion, nor seemed to be aware of hie influence. Or- 
dinarily, he was retired and silent. His private 
life waa simple and pure, and his piety uniform and 
profound. 

Such was the estimate in which his talents, gen- 
eral intelligence, and elevated patriotism was held 
hy the first men in his section of the country, that. 
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on one or two occasions of great public interest, he 
was nominated for a high political position ; but aa 
he had not sought the nomination, and would not 
canvass the country, of course it came to naught. 
Bemagogism usually carries the day against pa- 
triotism. I cannot forbear to add on this point, 
that it is to be regretted that he suffered himself to 
be used for any such purpose. The example is not 
a good one, and it was the only weakness in his 
history known to the writer. 

In closing this imperfect sketch of Dr: Winans, it 
may be safely said he was a great man. We are 
aware how frequently and improperly this epithet 
is used. "Words are cheap, and to praise and be 
praised are pleasant. A great preacher, and a 
learned divine, a paragon in mind, a Oieero in ora^ 
tory, and a St, Paul in spiritual efficiency, are 
sometimes manufactured by biographers out of 
mere boys and sciolists — a mere tyro in learning, 
a- surface-skimmer in biblical knowledge, pedants 
, and plagiarists, become suddenly, and as if by 
magic, vastly eloquent, and great preachers. It is 
sometimes humiliating to compare the original with 
the portrait. Such indiscriminate and unmerited en- 
comiums are not only disgusting to good taste, but 
they are morally wrong, and work evil to the sub- 
ject, and hy setting up a low standard for the imi- 
tation of young preachers, do immense mischief to 
young ministers. It is sickening to read such 
works. The truth is, there are very few gi-eat men. 
Boys do not become men in a day, nor rude and 
ignorant men make ripe scholars and spleudid orar 
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tors at once. There is not only "no royal road to 
mathematica," btit none to eminence as a preacher, 
without patient and continnoue study, and carefal 
and assiduous practice. If we closely scan our im- 
aginary eagle as he soars aloft in mid-heaven, we 
shall find, not the royal bird, bnt one of a very dif- 
ferent feather. Many of our fathers were great in 
faith, zeal, devotion, and usefulness, but were nei- 
ther Solomons nor Oiceroa. We may praise them 
for their piety, usefulness, and power, but our 
praises lose their force when given for qualities not 
claimed nor possessed by them. But 'William Wi- 
nans was truly a great man, and a good and useful 
minister. 'No one who knew him intimately will 
doubt or deny it; and his memory is still precious 
to thousands all over these lands. His death was 
the triumph of a simple, strong, and soul-felt con- 
fidence in his Master's word and merits, and he 
therefore died in holy peace. 

At the date of this letter, Mr. "Winans was teach- 
ing school, having located on account of infirm 
health. In 1820, he reentered the itinerancy, and 
continued as he was able to labor in it for many 
years. For several years previous to his death, he 
was a superannuated preacher. 

He had known Samuel Parker in Ohio, and if 
not brought into the ministry by him, had been fos- 
tered and guided by his care and counsel. He re- 
joiced at his transfer to the South, and hoped he 
would be a great blessing to that destitute region ; 
but alas, how often are our brightest hopes disap- 
pointed! Sadly he pens the following obituary of 
VOL. II. — 14 
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his beloved friend to the Bishop, who fe]t equally 
the loss of this noble son in the gospel. 

Samuel Parker was a native of New Jersey, born 
in 1772 ; * removed to XJniontown, Pennsylvania, 
where he was converted in his fifteenth year; thence 
he went to Newcastle, Kentucky, and was admitted 
on trial in the "Western Conference in 1804, In 
1809, he became a Presiding Elder upon a District 
which included the entire States of Indiana, Illi- 
nois, and Missouri. In 1813, he was appointed to 
the charge of the Miami District — the year follow- 
ing, to the Kentucky District. In 1819, he was se- 
lected and transfen-ed by the Bishops to the Missis- 
sippi Conference, as the most suitable man to take 
charge of that Southern work. The District to 
which he was appointed embraced all Miasiasippi 
and Louisiana; but he was never able to do any 
effective work on it, and died on Monday, Decem- 
ber 20, 1819. 

Mr. Parker was a remarkably popular and useful 
minister. His address was winning. lie was a 
master of music, and his power of song was wonder- 
ful, insomuch that he was widely and familiarly 
known as "The Sweet Singer," He was regarded 
as destined to great usefulness in the South, and 
as "the right man in the right place; " but alas, hia 
Master had other views and other use for him, and 
t®ok him to himself, leaving his family and the 
Church astonished and almost crushed by their sud- 
den and great loss! This letter narrates the inci- 

* The Minutes say about 1774. 
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dents of his last hours from the pen of his devoted 
friend and admirer, William "VYinans, to whom he 
had heen a father in the gospel. But they have met 
"on the other side of Jordan" long ago. 

Biahop McKendrea : 

Eevebend and vehy deak 8nt; — Your two letters 
bearing date, the one August 20th, the other October 31st, 
have both been received, and should have been sooner ac- 
knowledged had I known where to direct a letter for you. 
I can now only return you my sincere thanks for your 
kindness in writing, without pretending to answer your let- 
ters, aa there are two subjects of a very intei-esting charac- 
ter on which I must address you. One of them is the much- 
lamented death of our beloved Brother Parker. His 
health has never been amended since you left the country. 
About the first of Octeber, I think, he was confined to his 
house, from which he was never able to be long absent. At 
the time of the Conference, and for some weeks previously, 
he was scarcely able to sit up ; yet he thought himself in no 
danger, especially as there were some favorable symptoma 
about the commencement of Conference, In this flattering 
opinion he had but one associate—^, e., the Bishop. He 
fondly hoped Brother Parker would be able in a few weeks 
to resume, or rather commence, active service on the Dis- 
trict, and therefore continued him in that ofiice. I was then 
fully persuaded he could not recover, as out of many whom 
I had known afflicted in the same way, I had never knoiyn 
one restored to health. After my return home, therefore, I 
wrote, requesting Brother Parker to furnish me the outlines 
of his history; informing him that, if it should meet his 
approbation, and I should survive him, I intended to write 
for the Magazine a short account of his life. His wife 
asked him if he intended complying with my request. Hq 
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replied, he would rather, should his life be written, that I 
should do it than, any other, but added, "I have nothing to 
say, only that I am a sinner ssLved by grace." Such was 
the humility and retiring modesty of this eminent saint. 
He afterward, for my satisfectioa alone, I presume, indi- 
cated a disposition to comply with my request ; but it was 
now too late. The chilling hand of death had disabled hiin 
by its rapid progress either to write or dictate. On Satur- 
day, the 18th instant, he was helpless; on Sunday, all bis 
powers seemed rapidly sinking, and his wife desired I might 
be sent for to see him die, or, if too late for that, to preach 
his funeral-sermon. He wished to see me, but manifested 
some uneasiness at the idea of putting me to the trouble of 
going so far. Such- was always his tenderness toward 
others. They sent for me on Monday, and on Tuesday 
night I reached Brother Bryan's in the neighborhood, 
where I learned he had died on Monday, and that the 
grave was then shut upon him. On Sunday I preached his 
funeral-sermon to a large, attentive, and weeping audience, 
on Rev. xiv. 13 ; and I trust that he, whose life was so ex- 
tensively employed for the good of souls, will not have died 
in vain. To say any thing to you of his general character 
would be wholly superfluous. It may not be amiss, however, 
to state that he was patient, resigned, and cheerful through- 
out his long affliction. In the immediate prospect of death, 
he enjoyed a sweet peace — a calm tranquillity of soul — 
whieh enabled him to cast a smile of triumph on the tomb 
which now opened to swallow him up. Asked by Brother 
McLendon, "Is your way clear?" he replied with a smile 
in the affirmative. Sister Parker bears her loss with Chris- 
tian fortitude. Their little son is quite sick. Whether his 
loss to the Connection in this country can be supplied, is 
not for me to say. We are now without a Presiding Elder, 
and must be so for some time; and I am sure there is no 
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man among us can fill the place aa he could have filled it. 
In the wisdom of Heaven and the providence of our Su- 
perintendent we repose for a remedy to this disaster. In 
regard to Brother Parker, I will only add that I intend atr 
tempting something for the Magazine concerning Lira. 

The other subject on which 1 think it nece^ary to say 
something, is the business of the New Orleans Mission 
House. The first project failed, I believe, in consequence 
of the romantic character of Brother Moore and Mr. Ross, 

and perhaps the duplicity of ; but especially because 

thei-e was no system, no concert, no definite understanding 
among the parties. Brother Moore appeared before the 
Conference, and accused all the trustees of a dereliction of 
a solemn contract He was answered successfully, I believe ; 
and without attaching blame to any one, the Conference 
resolved to set aside all that had been done, to vest the 
powers of the trustees in the missionary and two others, 
and to advise these agents, if possible, to take Mr, Ross's 
property. Brother Thomson, of New Orleans, and myself, 
were chosen for that purpose. We have obtained till Feb- 
ruary to see whether we can obtain the necessary funds to 
meet the first demand. The prospect appears very gloomy, 
and unless largely assisted from a distance, or by the city 
itself, I do not hope to be able to secure the property. We 
are instructed by the Conference, if we fail in regard to Mr. 
Ross's property, to make some other attempt. Please afibrd 
us all the assistance you can. 

We have had the most sickly season ever known IQ this 
country. My own family suffered greatly. Ten of us were 
very sick, and two died— an infent son and the black boy, 
which you may remember. I was enabled to be entirely 
resigned. Brother Seaton has been very sick, and is not 
yet wholly recovered. Brothers Ivane and Menefee married 
before Conference, and Brother McLendon since. Religion 
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is still in a languid condition among us. We want more 
preachers, and more life, and lovo, and zeal among those 
who are already here. Could I bring my temporal con- 
cerns to such a state as to justify the measure, I would offer 
myself to the traveling connection. I did offer myself to 
the Bishop to take Brother Parker's place for the year, but 
he was unwilling to remove Brother Parker, though he him- 
self desired it. I am afraid it will be thought I am influ- 
enced by ambitioa to apply for this office, but really there 
IS n oth m the traveling connection I could fill without 
mju t to my f mily, and I would be glad, if possible, to 
fill up m pla e in this critical emergency. Please to 
C ntmu h t of your correspondence, and believe me 

to b J u I n hough unworthy brother in the gospel, 
William Winans. 
Wilkinson co., Miss., Deo. 29, 1819. 
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LETTER FROM WILLIAM WINAWS TO BISHOP 
McKENDREE. 

"We BnbjoJQ another letter, of a later date, from 
Dr. 'Winans to the Bishop. The reader will notice 
the questions of Church-law propounded in. this 
letter. If the Bishop replied, doubtless he an- 
swered the first in the negative, and the second in 
the affirmative. The Quarterly Conference, or the 
District Conference, as then organized, possessed 
original jurisdiction of all cases involving the char- 
acters of local preaehei-s, and had authority to in- 
vestigate them, whether previously acted upon hy 
committees or not. Committees of the kind alluded 
to ill the letter were designed to protect the Church 
and the character of the accused in the intervals 
of the Confereaces. They were courts of inquiry, 
not of trial ; and no action of theirs could, supersede 
the authority of the court of original jurisdiction — 
the Quarterly-meeting or District Conference. 

Dr. Winans would not have asked these ques- 
tions at a later period of his ministry, for he 
became one of the most profound judges of eccle- 
siastical law in the Church. 
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E«T. William MoEendi'ee: 

Deab Sir: — We were exceedingly sorry that no Bishop 
attended our late Conference: first, because we are all com- 
paratively inexperienced in Church-government; secondly, 
because no one among us has that preeminence in age and 
standing required of him who would fill the chaii pio tent 
with dignity and authority; and, thiidly, because we new 
the Bishops as the arterial part of the circulation m our 
ecclesiastical body, from which to be 'fepar«ited is to eicperi- 
ence paralysis, if not death. Several questiont, ot gieat 
importance to good government occurred, which none of us 
were competent to answer. I tliink it probable that many 
such will arise at the next Conference, and I entreat we may 
have the counsel of our Superintendents, or one of them. 

Our Conference sat in peace, and harmony, and love, and 
I do believe every member was disposed to do the thing he 
ought. More respect was shown to the dei^ated authority 
of the chair than could have been expected, considering 
how all-unworthy I was of that situation. I feel particu- 
larly grateful to my brethren for the resignation, and even 
cheerfulness, with which they took the stations allotted to 
them. In this delicate and important branch of the duty 
imposed on me, I did the very best my understanding (as- 
sisted by the other Presiding Elders and Brother Griffin) en- 
abled me. There was one instance in which I felt it my indis- 
pensable duty to depart from what I believed to be the views 
of Bishop George — I mean, in the number and description 
of preachers to be employed on the west side of the Mis- 
sissippi. It is a fact wholly incontrovertible, that the pro- 
vision for that country has never been adequate to a rational 
experiment. This, for the most part, has been owing to a 
want of preachers. Last year, however, more might have 
been seat, without leaving any other place so desolate as 
was that country, with only two preachers, one of whom 
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was an invalid and tlie other a young man of the second 
year. This year it was atill more practicable to supply tliat 
side of the river without serious injury to this, and I felt it 
my duty to proceed accordingly. Nothing but a sense of 
duty would have been able to inspire me with hardihood 
enough to act contrary to what I believed to be the plan of 
one of the Bishops. I hope jny presumption in this mat^ 
ter will be forgiven. 

The wort has progi-essed throughout our whole territory, 
except in the Louisiana District, in a manner very encour- 
aging. The sum of our acquisition the last year was about 
iifty per cent Our increase in preachers too is, all things 
considered, rather flattering than otherwise. Seven were 
admitted on trial, and two readmitted. One has died, 
Hicholas T. Sneed; two have _located. Griffin and Booth; 
and one has been expelled. 

Our next Conference is to be held at Natchez, if practi- 
cable ; if not, (in the discretion of the Presiding Elder and 
preacher in charge there,) at Washington. The vicinity 
of the places, and their relative position, will prevent any 
serious difficulty or confusion from growing out of tliia un- 
certmnty. 

The Conference have made me sole agent of the meeting- 
house business at New Orleans. The amount of funds 
placed under my control, and now on interest, is (with the 
interest) about $1,200; and this is all that remains of what 
was collected for the purpose of building a meeting-house 
in tliat cityl Nothing at present, I think, can be done. 
There is a greater depression of business and a greater con- 
sequent scarcity of money, in this country, than has ever 
been known since the conclusion of the last war. Indeed, 
so cruelly was public confidence abused in the last efibrt 
that was made in that place, that I would be ashamed to 
ask assistance from distant friends till we could point to a 
14* 
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building going up, and say, "There ia your security for the 
faithiiil performance of our duty; help us to finish the good 

If you can find leisure and strength, be so good as to fur- 
nish an answer to the following queriea ; 

1. Should a local preacher, elder, or deacon, be called 
before a committee on certain charges and acquitted, though, 
notoriously guilty, would the Kstrict Conference be obliged 
by this acquittal to pass the case over with silence? 

2. Should the committee, in the case supposed, convict 
the party of an offense deserving suspension, and merely 
reprove him, or the preacher presiding in the committee 
neglect or refiise to suspend him, could the District Confer- 
ence legally bring the offender under trial for the same 
chaj^ea which had been before the committee? 

An answer to these queries will be of more service to me 
than merely to satisfy curiosity, inasmuch as I have reason 
to fear that one or the other of theae questions will become 
of very great practical importance at the next District Con- 

I left my- family well when I left home, ten days ago. 
I need much more piety. I hope you will give me a place 
in your daily supplications. I am sincerely your affection- 
ate though unworthy son in the gospel of the blessed Jesus, 

WlI-I-IAM WlNANS. 
NatoheK, Deoemler 31, 1822. 
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BISHOP McKENDEEE'S LETTER TO BISHOP 

ASBUEY. 

It is famjliar to all who know the course pursued 
by Biahop Aabury, that for many years he made all 
the appointments of the preachers without consult- 
ing any one. He knew all the work and all the 
preachers, and, except it might be in rare cases, did 
not think it necessai-y to ask for advice. 

But Bishop McEendree was unwilling to follow 
his example, not thinking it impossible to obtaia 
assistance from old and discreet membera as to the 
propriety of appointing certain men to their work. 
The senior feared the result, and this letter was 
penned to assure him that, -while he was willing to 
accede to the proposition he made previously — 
that the senior should make a list of appointments, 
which was to be revised by the junior and his ad- 
visers, and returned with these revisions to the 
senior for approval or rejection — he could not con- 
sent to take the whole responsibility. He was not 
sufficiently acquainted with the preachers or the 
work to attempt it alone, and firmly but respect- 
fully declined doing so. 
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Cincinnati, Oct. 8, 1811. 
Brothek Asbiiky : — I am fully convinced of the utility 
and necessity of the council of the Presiding Elders in 
stationing the preachers. But you fear individuals will 
make it difficult, if not impracticable, for you to proceed 
on this plan. I am willing to assist you in the beat way I 
can, and, as I am in duty hound, so I hold myself in readi- 
ness to render the most eflfectual service to the Church. 
Consequently, I am still willing to accede to the proposition 
which you made at the Genesee Conference, if it may be 
qualified. If it ia still your wish, I will take the plan of 
stations, after you have matured it— call the elders to my 
assistance, and, after deliberate counsel, report in favor, or 
dictate such alterations as may be thought necessary. But 
I still refiise to take the vihole responsibility upon myself 
not that I am afraid of proper accountability, but because I 
conceive the proposition included one highly improper. 
Yours in the bonds of a yoke-fellow, 

W. McKendkee. 
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THE EEV. ANDREW MONROE'S K0TE8 OE 
TRAVEL WITH BISHOP McKENDREE. 

"We have elsewhere noted the fact that the Rev. 
Andrew Monroe had accompanied the Bishop from 
Tennessee to the General Conference of 1820, and 
had furnished the writer with an account of the 
route. "We suhjoin au extract from it, the remain- 
der having been lost, the delay in bringing it for- 
ward having arisen from the hope of recovering the 
missing portion. 

At the Nasliville Conference, held in the autumn of 
1819, 1 was appointed to the charge of the Bowling-green 
Circuity Kentucky. About the middle of February, I re- 
ceived a note from Bishop McKendree, written from his 
brother's. Dr. James McKendree, near Fountain Head, Sum- 
ner county, Tennessee, where he had for some time made his 
home. He requested rae to mate ready and repair to his 
quarters, to accompany him to the city of Washington, 
The Bishop had been long in bad health, and was still very 
feeble ; so much so, tha,t his friends remonstrated against 
his undertaking the jonmey. The winter was open and 
wet, making tlie roads almost impassable ; besides this, 
we were going on horseback, which would have been a 
severe tour for one in the vigor of life and health ; but the 
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Bishop's heart was set upon meeting the preachers of the 
Baltimore Conference, which was to meet in Georgetown, 
District of Colmabia, and neither bad health, advanced 
age, nor intolerable roads, cocld intimidate that extraordi- 
nary man of God. Getting a supply for ray place, I made 
ready, and in a few days met the Bishop, who was buoyant 
in spirit and full of resolntion. He was provided with the 
necessary fixtures — riding-horse, pack-horse, etc. — for the 
journey. We spent the first Sabbath together at Salem. 
The venerable Valentine Cook had come there to have what 
he supposed would be the last interview with the Bishop. 
Cook preached and the Bishop exhorted. Our stopping- 
place was Brother Cryer'e, We left Monday morning, 
Brother Cook accompanying us. We traveled ahout 
twenty miles through mud and rain, and stopped for the 
night at the house of a friend. I found by this time that 
my position would subject me to much responsibility and 
toil, and that my duties were of a very delicate character ; 
but siill I considered the society of the Bishop to be more 
than a remuneration. Tuesday morning we parted reluc- 
tantly with our venerable fi^end, Brother C, and proceeded 
on our journey. Nothing of special note occurred during 
the week. We averaged about twenty miles per day. At 
this rate of traveling, the Bishop was oft«n so fatigued as 
to need help in dismounting; but in the morning ho was 
ready for breakfast by candle-light, and the first to mount 
hie horse. Although he always desired early breakfast, he 
never tailed (whether at a public or private house) to have 
religious worship. ■ This he made a part of his duty, 
either for night or at noon for dinner. I remember but one 
instance in the entire journey of leaving a house without 
prayers, and that was at a large hotel at Orange Court- 
house. 

We arrived Saturday evening at an old acquaintance of 
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the Bishop's, who lived a short distance ffom KiJigeton ; re- 
mained with him overnight ; rode into town in the morn- 
ing, and stopped with Brother Richards, who kept a hotel at 
the time, I think he was a local preacher. 

Here we met the Rev. Benjamin Edge, preacher in 
charge. The Bishop preached a short sermon at eleven 
o'clock, from 2 Peter i. 10. The discourse was doctrinal 
and argumentative. Id it he gave predestination no quar- 
ters. I tried to preach at night in the hearing of the 
Bishop, which was a great trial to me. Here I saw his 
tenacity for rule severely tried. A local preacher had 
come from a distant part of the circuit, who claimed to 
have a certificate of election to Deacons' orders ; but as he 
had no expectation of meeting the Bishop, his paper was 
left at home. Brother E, was present at his election, and 
joined him in requesting the Bishop to ordain him. At 
first he positively refused, and repelled every argument 
until Monday morning, when he reluctantly yielded to their 
importunity, and ordained him, after which we started on 
our journey. The weather was warm, and the mud still 
deep. 

In this connection, I will mention an incident which 
brings out one trait in the Bishop's character. We had 
been detained fiir beyond the usual time of starting ; he 
had been worried, and his patience much tried. I was per- 
plexed in getting off, and foi^ot his canister of bark. 
After traveling about half a mile, he inquired if I had 
put it up, when I answered in the negative. He reined in 
his horse, took the led-horae from me without saying a 
word, but in any thing but a pleasant manner. I returned 
immediately, and getting the forgotten medicine, soon over- 
took him. "We traveled for several miles without speaking: 
he finally broke silence by remarking that, from long sick- 
ness and fatigue of the journey, he had become impatient; 
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that he did not know how I bore with him ; but if I would 
forgive him, he would try and do better. That, of course, 
was an end to the difficulty. He considered it noble to 
confess a fiinlt; and his manner was so child-like and 
sincere, that it was a perfect cordial to the wounded 
spirit. He complained that day more than usual ; stopped 
with an old friend sometime before night; suffered much 
during the night from asthma, but was ready to renew the 
journey at an early hour the next day. 



t, and the payment of a ]no<lerote bill, we 
went on our weary way twenty miles, through the deep 
mud, to Orange Court-house, where we stopped at Brother 
McCormick's, Most kindly did they receive the Bishop 
and his traveling companion — for in this way he always m- 
trodneed me. We had a pleasant time. A conversation 
occurred, in the course of the evening, which may interest 
some of my readers, as it did me at the time. It shows the 
state of things in Virginia in 1820. 

Mr. McOormick was complaining of the want of an ade- 
quatcsupply of preachers. Hesaid, "We have not enough, 
and then many of the charges are in the hands of young, 
inexperienced men." Ho said that other denominations 
had the advantage of ours. The Bishop listened attentively 
to his complaint, and then, in a tone and manner of his 
own, replied, "It is your own feult — I mean, the fault 
of you Methodists." All seemed surprised, and Brother 
McCormick inquired, "How so?" "Well," said he, "the 
preachers marry, as they have a right to do; then you 
drive them from the field, by withholding a support." 

1 learned fi^im the conversation that there was great op- 
po^tion to married preachers, and also, that although the 
Bishop was an old bachelor, he was a friend of the married 
preachers and their families. 
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We remained at Orange until Tuesday, when we went 
on aa far aa Fauquier, where the Bishop, at the earnest en- 
treaties of his friends, preached, to a congregation hastily 
gotten up, & most admirable discourse, holding his delighted 
hearers spell-bound for about forty minutes. His theme 
was "God's love and feithfulness to his children." He had 
recently passed through the crucible, and was prepared to 
speak from experience. He illustrated the providence and 
promises of God with remarkable clearness, and applied 
them with power. 

The next morning we continued our journey. The Bish- 
op's health was somewhat improved, and as we approached 
nearer our destination, he became more buoyant. I think 
it was Thursday, a little after noon, when we reached the 
Potomac bridge. Such a bridge, across such a sheet of 
water, was to me a grand and novel sight. But the scene 
was characterized by two incidents: the first was the terror 
that seized our horses — they were so frightened as to give 
us strong grounds for fear on our part; the second was a 
sudden snow-storm, which met us with great violence mid- 
way on the bridge — we were quite enveloped for some mo- 
ments, so that we could see no land. While in the midst 
of danger, I could but ask the question, Have we been pre- 
served in this long journey, to perish in sight of the des- 
tined point? But, thanks and praise to Him who "directs 
the whirlwind and guides the storm," the violence was soon 
over, and we arrived safe on land. The Bishop knew 
where the Conference held its sessions, in Georgetown; so we 
bent our way immediately to the place, and alighting from 
the carriage, he left the horses to my care, and without 
notice presented himself in their midst. He was received 
as one from the dead — many not expecting to see him this 
side of eternity. After many aalutations and much re- 
joicing, we were conducted to the residence of Mr. Foxhall, 
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one of the Bishop's old and tried Mends, where we had our 
qnarters. He met the Conference that evening, aad ad- 
dressed the body in an interesting and affectionate manner. 
The subjects that principally occupied his mind, and of 
which he conversed freely with the preachers and promi- 
nent members of the Chnrch, were the missionary cause 
generally and the Indian missions in particular. Another 
was the principles of Church-law and polity— the power of 
the ministry and the rights of the membership, as secured by 
constitutional law. He also deprecated what he considered 
a tendency to congregational, or local Methodism. He was 
very cheerful — seemed thankfiil that he had been preserved 
through the toUs and dangers of his long journey, and ad- 
dressed himself faithfully to the discharge of his duties, 
being the promotion of the permanent interesfa of the great 
missionary enterprise. The Bishop had come to the city 
clad in Tennessee jean, not by any means of the finest 
quality. This, of course, the city folks could not endure; 
so, in a very short time, he was presented with a full suit 
of fine black broadcloth, I remember that he seemed slow 
to make the change, and when in the act of doing it, he 
remarked to me, "I am afraid of fine things; fine things 
delude the soul." Many ordinary Christians boast that 
they are not afraid of finery; yet this great man of God, 
past his three-score years, was afraid of its influence, because 
he was acquainted with the deceitfulness of sin and the 
wiles of the devil. These, were points that he had studied 
most thoroughly, as every minister and Christian ought 
to do. 

Although we had many difficulties, owing to the Bishop's 
deepseated infirmities, the weight of care which continually 
pressed upon his head and heart, the rain, mud, and mice, 
and the horses' being badly adapted to the service, still we 
had cause to be thankful for our health and safe arrival. 
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LETTER FROM BISHOP McKENDREE TO 
BISHOP SOULE. 

The Address referred to in this letter of the senior 
Bishop to Joshua Soule — then Bishop elect — is that 
already given, and which was written to the Annual 
Conferences explaining his course at the General 
Conference as to the Suspended Eesolutions, and 
recommending their adoption, if at all, in a consti- 
tutional way — i. e., hy the vote of the Annual Con- 
ferences, and of two-thirds of the General Con- 
ference. 

His modesty and unselfishness are exhibited in 
that part relating to the money appropriated as his 
salarj', and remitted to him by Bishop Soule. 
Money was not his god. He gave away whatever 
he received which his personal necessities did not 
require. 

"We need not stop to show how truly and highly 
he prized Bishop Soule. No man had his confi- 
dence and esteem in a higher degree, and no one 
more highly deserved it. 

Mr. Soule received this letter while in New 
York: 
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Lesington, Ky., Sept, 26, 1S21. 
Deae Feiend : — I waited in Baltimore for an answer to 
one of my letters with anxious care, because I wished to 
hear from you before I communicated my intended A 
to the Conferences, but was disappointed. The ( 
letter came safe to hand at our Conference in Lebanon, 
Ohio. I was much encouraged to find your views of the 
course so perfectly accordant with my own. 

The Address has taken its course through the Ohio and 
Kentucky Conferences. The result is the same, which is as 
follows : — ^After the resolutions passed in General Conference 
are correctly stated, the Kentucky Conference says : " The 
above resolutions are, in our judgment, an infringement on 
the Constitution of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
therefore cannot be carried into effect by our representa- 
tives without first obtaining the consent of the Annual 
Conierenees; and, whereas, these resolutions were fi.rst 
adopted and then suspended hy the General Conference of 
1820, and our senior Bishop advises the Annual Confer- 
ences to take such measures as may ^ve the above resolu- 
laons the force and sanction of Rules in our Discipline — 
the other Bishops approving the proposed change in our 
government ; 

"Besohed, iher^m-e, by the Kentiieky Annual Conference 
held in Lexington, September 18, 1821, That we recommend 
the adoption of the above stated resolutions, and that the 
next ensuing General Conference (so far as it respects this 
Conference) are authorized to adopt them, provided it be 
done by two-thirds of the General Conference, as stated in 
the sixth article of our constitution." 

Your statement of affairs at the New York Conference 
gave both pleasure and pain. I am glad things are no 
worse. The African Conference, as it affects the Epis- 
copacy, is mortifying. I have invited information from 



HosmoD, Google 



my colleague on tliat subject, but received nothing iu 

I received $100 inclosed in your last, appropriated by the 
Committee, and Brother E.ut«r informed me of $40 in the 
hands of the Book Agent subject to my order. I did not 
expect the |100 would have been forwarded without my 
order, nor did I intend to draw for it until necessity 
dictated the measure. As it was sent on without an 
order, I instructed Brother Enter to let the §40 remain in 
the hands of the A^nts; but auch was the poverty of this 
Conference, that I drew the $40 and gave it to the poor, and 
loaned the 3100 to a needy brother. 

The missionary business in the Ohio Conference promises 
a reward for our labor and expense. We have sent on a 
missionary family to carry the school into effective oper- 
ation. 

In this Conference we have had our troubles. One was 
expelled, and we indulged a hope that their troubles were 
over, but in this we were disappointed. There are two ap- 
peals to the General Conference offered; yet the Lord 
blesses, and we are prospering. I have paid very little at- 
tention to the business of the Conferences, yet beloved self 
whispers consequence to that little. 

Such is the effect of labor, bodily or mental, on my 
feeble frame, connected with a variety of circumstances, 
that I am now meditating the abandoning of ray intention 
to pursue the Conferences on through the South as fer 
to the North as I should be able, and of taking up winter- 
quarters in the West after the Tennessee Conference. 
Should be glad to hear from you. About five weeks from 
this time I shall be in Nashville, Tennessee, if the Lord 
will 

I submitted to your stay in the North because you were 
consenting to the solicitations of the people, which were 
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founded on necessity in behalf of tlie Ciiurcli at ttat time. 
It is still my opinion that you should como farther to the 
South. If you can send a !ett«r time enough to meet me 
in Nashville, let me know your mind on this subject. 

Yours in love, W. McKendkee. 

P. S. Bishops George and Eoberts were at this and the 
Ohio Conference. They are in good health, I understand 
the former is to go to the Mississippi Conference, the latter 
to attend the others, meet at the South Carolina Conference, 
and go to the North together. W. McK. 
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BISHOP McKENDEEE'S LIBERALITY. 



The. letter below evinces the same spirit exhib- 
ited in the foregoing, and in the whole life of 
Bishop McKendree. He estimated money by the 
good it could be made to accomplish, and exereieed 
a strict economy over his personal expenditures, 
that out of his pittance of a salary he might have 
something left to be used for the cause of God and 
the relief of the poor. He had long since given 
himself to this work, and had worn himself out in 
it. He had deliberately chosen to make all his in- 
vestments in heaven, and delighted to "lend to the 
Lord" by giving to tbe pool-. lie was always giv- 
ing, and no one knows how much or how often he 
did so, as he generally .attempted not to let his left 
hand know what his right hand did. 

The copy is before us from his own pen. 

To the Editor of the Chriatjan Advocate and Journal; 

SiK: — In one of your numbers we have a proposition 
from an old Methodist, to give 3100 to aid our missionary 
funds, provided you can procure ninety that will do like- 
wise. One of a later date, by way of amendment, offers 
8100 unconditionally. My annual allowance for support aa 
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a traveling preacher, is §100 and my traveling expenses. 
The success of our missionary efforts is such a manifestation 
of divine approbation, and of our call to that work, as to 
induce me to offer one year's allowance toward the support 
of the cause of missions. The name of the subscriber is 
withheld, but the money subscribed will be advanced in 
due time. Yours respectfully, 

An Old Teaveling Preacher. 
Kentuoky, March 31, 1828. 
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BISHOP ASBUEY'S PAPERS BEQUEATHED TO 
BISHOP McKENDEEE AKD DANDilL HITT. 

From the following letter to Bishop McKendree, 
it seems that Bishop Ashury left a considerable col- 
lection of documents in the hands of Mr. F. Hol- 
lingsworth, of Baltimore, which, in his will, he di- 
rected should be given over to Bishop MeKen- 
dree, or Daniel Hitt and Henry Boehm, if the 
Church should publish his Journal ; and as his Jour- 
nal has been pubiiahed, it is probable they were 
placed in his hands. No mention of the fact, how- 
ever, appears in any of his papers. 

Baltimore, Aug. 20, 1827. 

Reverend and Dear Sir:— Mrs. Hoi lings worth, the 
widow of the late Francis Hollingsworth, has in her pos- 
session a number of letters and documents of the late 
Bishop Asbury; and several of our preachers and mem- 
bers having expressed a wish to peruse them, she was doubt- 
ful of the propriety of granting this privilege to any person 
without your consent, inasmuch as the wiil of the Bishop, 
under date July, 1814, makes a conditional bequest of these 
letters and documents, which in substance is as follows: 

"Should the Conference think proper to publish my 
Journal, in that case I wish my Manuscript Journal and 

VOL, II.— 15 
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papers rclaling to the Giiurcli given to Bishop McKendree, 
or Daniel Hitt and Henry Boehui; but should the Confer- 
ence not publish my Journal, I hereby bequeath all my 
maniiscripta and papers, both public and private, to Francis 
Hollingsworth, with a particular request that all private 
pa{>erg not relating to the Church may be by him de- 



I know of no will of later date in relation to these pa- 
pers: should there be none, the papers, letters, etc., now in 
the possession of Mrs. Hollingsworth, are subject to your 
direction, (except the private papers, should there be any.) 
Some of our brethren here think it d^irable to ascertain if 
there are some document remaining not published among 
the Bishop's papers, which might be of service to the 
Church, under her present agitated situation. Their object 
is to collect all the information that can be obtained to 
sustain the character of Bishop Asbury, as also the charac- 
ter of our itinerant ministers, which lie bleeding under the 
pen of the author of "The History and Mystery of Meth- 
odist Episcopacy." It is therefore wished that you should 
express your desire in relation to these documents. Would 
it not be as well to let the original, documents remain 
where they are, and if it be necessary, appoint a committee 
of two or three persons in this place to take duplicates 
of such papers as may appear to be of use? and when you 
viat this place again, you will then have an opportimity 
of seeing them all together. Mrs, Hollingsworth, I be- 
lieve, has determined to let no person see them without 
your approbation. The brethren who particularly wished 
to see those papers are the Eevs. Brothers Hanson, Waugh, 
and Yearley. 

"Waiting the expression of your senlimente and wishes on 
the above, I remain yours with respect and esteem, 

Cjias. a. Warfielu. 
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BISHOP McKENDEEE TO DR. SAEGEHTT. 

Dr. Thos. Sargbht, of Philadelphia, to whom 
these letters were written, was a valued and devoted 
friend of the Bishop. His house waa his home 
when in the city, and he waa his physician in siek- 
nesa, and his trusted adviser in Church-affairs, The 
Bishop must have been naost heartily welcomed 
and kindly eared for by the whole family, as is evi- 
dent from a large package of letters which breathe 
the most reverential regard on their part, and the 
most cordial and fatherly affection on his side. 
These letters, written at different dates, in the 
Bishop's own handwriting, are two out of many of 
the same kind. We have already sketched the 
Doctor. 

Sumner co., Tena., Set. 4, 1823. 

Beloved Bkothee Saegent: — Two days ago, yours 
of the 2d of Kovember came to hand. . It was as a cordial 
to my heart and mind. 

My health is restored beyond my most sangume hope, 
for which I desire to be most devoutly thankful; but the 
nerves remain iu a state of great debility, so that I can 
bear but little mental exertion, especially that of an affecfr 
ing nature ; hence I am not able to hear the full weight of 
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our charge. Tl 1 si n th esult of repeated ex- 

periments; yet I an 1 m th ng and am willing to do 
all I can. C Idth llttp t f the business of the 
Conferences Mi t my 1 t I H do a great deal more 
than I do ; but th Id b t g at a sacrifice for my 

deserts. And t so atu al t pect the elder to go in 
fi'ont, that by b n tt n t be. th burdens of difficult 
caaea, I have b gl t n affl ti n and had to retire, or 
afflict a friend by f to 1 take what I thought was 

improper. Hence I had concluded to continue in the West 
until next fall, and then go on ; but as the season advanced, 
I was not quite so well satisfied, and was thinking of pre- 
paring for the Virginia Conference. Your letter added en- 
couragement. I am now preparing, and expect, if the Lord 
will, to set out next week. Last summer we lost a preacher 
in Washington. I was called on to supply his place, and, 
for want of another, bad to give up Brother Hill. Since 
October I have been alone: in this way I was about setting 
off for Lynchburg, Virginia, but Providence has provided a 
pious local preacher who is going on business, and is more 
than willing to go with me. 

I am deeply interested in Brother Summerfield's welfare. 
I hope the Lord will preserve and return him to us. I 
shall be very glad to meet him in Baltimore, In my ac- 
quaintance with him, nothing appeared that would militate 
against your good opinion of him. He certainly ranks 
amongst the most excellent, 

I should be highly gratified to see the British Conference 
in session, with Mr. Wesley at their head, and join with you 
in saying, "I hope it will be the old Doctor"* that attends 
our General Conference. 

I am glad that your sou Thomas has hoisted anchor, and 

tl-Io means Dr. Adam Clavke. 
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is on the way with a favorable wind. It only remains for 
him to "be faithful until death" to como to anchor, richly 
laden, in the harbor of eternal repose. 

During the winter I have Tisited some of the Chuiches 
through the south of the State of Kentucky, West Tennes- 
see, aod intended seeing North Alabama, but the season 
prevented. "We have had a great deal of rain, high nater, 
and spells of hard freezing weather, but very little snow. 
At eight o'clock this morning, the mercury in Pool's ther- 
mometer stood at 9 degrees, and at twelve o'clock at about 
20 degrees. Just before this spell of cold weather set in, I 
returned, and am now comfortably lodged with my brother- 
in-law in a cabin about sixteen or eighteen feet square, with 
a puncheon floor, and covered with slabs ; but we have a 
plenty of bacon, and beef, and chickens, and turkeys, cab- 
bage, Irish and sweet potatoes, and milk and butter. We 
have a little tea and coffee, with sugar extracted from the 
trees in the woods; com and fodder for ray horse, and a 
good bed to lie on. All this with peace and harmony, and 
Jesus besides I And to complete the blessing, I have the 
rheumatism in my head and teeth. Now, it is given to us 
not only to believe in Jesus, but to suffer for his sake, who 
works all things together for good to them that love him. 
I must be very thankful for all those blessings, or be guilty 
of deep ingratitude. 

Dear Doctor, with all my failings and infirmities, which 
are many, I am striving to improve the mysterious dispen- 
sation of Providence that hangs over me for heaven and 
eternal happiness. There I hope joyfully to meet you, with 
your kind companion and lovely children. The Lord bless 
you and them with temporal and spiritual blessings! My 
respects to my kind and good friends, especially our beloved 
Thos, Burch. Yours respectfully, 

W. McKendkee. 
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p. S. I undesignedly omitted assuring you that your good 
opinion is moat cordially reciprocated. I not only esteem 
but love you. My affection commenced with my acquaint- 
ance, and remains undiminished. Differences in opinion 
on non-essentials do not produce a change in Christian affec- 
tion. Sincerity and candor will not only command respect, 
but increase love, when difference of opinion is conducted 
■with due deference to each other, while Christian feelings 
justly recoil from a different course. W. McK. 

The following note was written to Dr. Sargent by 
the Bishop, during the session of the General Con- 
ference of 1828: 

PittElurgh, May 23, 1828. 
■ Dbae Fkiend and BEOTHI.R — At tl e commen en ent 
of the Conference, I received o li nl lettc aal con 1 
ered its contents. Your fr endsh p and o e po d u e 
have been, and still are, a s- bje t of e ragement om 
fort, and support to me. I rejo cetolaeajl ei uong 
your friends, and shall endeivor eve to de er c t Tl e 
business of this Conference 1 1 been c nd ted w th m re 
than ordinary good feeling, j et n t w ti out so ne pe -turl a 
tion. I say nothing of busine"^ yo w 11 1 ave t i om your 
representatives, Myhealth sjretti goi"! Ihavee joyed 
peace and tranquillity of mu d thro gh the Conferen e an 1 
received more friendly visits than on some fo mer occas ons 
I intend to visit you as soon as Divine Providence permits. 
Conference is now sitting, pressing to a close of the business. 
My love to Sister Sargent and tho children. 

Yours in much love, W. McKehdree. 
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BISHOr McKENDEEE'fi ACCOUNT OF THE 
TINIOM" OP THE PEESBYTERIANS AND 
METHODISTS IN" 1805— THE OEIGIN OP 
THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIANS. 

As Bishop McKbndebb was the Presiding Elder 
on the Cumberland District during the time the 
events occurred, narrated by him in the statement 
below, it may he interesting to give it in his own 
words. 

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church arose dur- 
ing the great religious revival in Kentucky and 
Tennessee in 1801-3, although it was not organ- 
ized as a distinct and separate Church until 1810. 
They rejected the doctrine of eternal and uncondi- 
tional election and reprobation, as taught in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith. They claim to 
occupy middle ground between Calvinism and 
Arminiaiiism, and adopted a modified system of an 
itinerant ministiy. They have been earnest and 
zealous laborers, and have done great good in 
the South and West. To what extent they have 
had similar success in the other sections of the 
country, the writer knows not. His own observa- 
tions, and his personal intercourse with individual 
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ministers and memters of the Chureli, has im- 
pressed him very strongly and favorably. 

In 1800, a revival of religion was making considerable 
progreas, which it seems commenced the year before, of 
which the Eev, John McGee has pnhllshed some accoiint- 

At that time the charge of the Methodist Circuit was 
committed to a preacher of moderate talents, but without 
the spirit of enterprise to conduct the Church of Christ 
under such circumstances. He was better disposed to obey 
and labor than to counsel aiid lead. At tlie same time there 
were several pious and zealous Presbyterian ministers, who 
united to enter into and carry on the work. They had 
frequent appointments of a popular character, so arranged 
as for several to be at each appointment. 

The Methodist preacher married, and suffered his pecu- 
niary concerns to divert his attention from bis ministerial 
charge. The circuit was neglected. But he attended the 
Presbyterian appointments, and labored zealously and su&- 
cessfiiUy. The local preachers followed his example, and 
the regular circuit-preaching was measurably lost in three 
or four days' meeting for the sacramental-meetings, and 
were very popular. 

The Pi-esbyterian ministers were respectable for learning, 
and were honored members of society for their services as 
teachers and preachers. They ranked with the respectable 
part of society. 

The Methodists were reverenced and honored for their 
piety and usefulness as preachers; so much so, that whal^ 
ever liberties might he taken on other occasions, when af- 
fliction made it necessary to call in praying people, the 
Methodists were frequently selected, and their counsel on 
spiritual matters sought. 

When these preachers united in public worship, their in- 
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flucnce oE flieir respective adherents drew people of differ- 
ent persuasions together in great numbers. 

But the preachei-s were not of one mind. The Presby- 
terians were CaJvinists; the Methodists, Arminians; and 
tiiey had been publicly at issue on these doctrines. In 
this contest the Methodists' sentiments had imperceptibly 
gained the ascendency over the public mind. If any at- 
tended on those occasions in expectation of exhibitions on 
controverted points, they were disappointed. Many — per- 
haps the generality of the people — heard them as men of 
the same views of the sacred doctrines. 

But this was not all. The preachers were enabled to 
preach the word with power, and it was attended with the 
influence of the Holy Spirit. Sinners were convicted and 
converted ; Christians were built up in the most holy feith ; 
and the hearts of the professors were tenderly united in af- 
fection and love. They clca^ ed to each other as childi-en 
of one family. CIass-mceting'< and love-feasts were refresh- 
ing seasons. They were attended with divine influence and 
the comforts of the Holy Ghost 

The Presbjisrians earnestly lequested the privilege of 
participating in those meetings The Methodists could not 
grant the request without infrmging on their discipline; but 
inclination prevailed, and they suflTered loss, as a conse- 
quence of violating a wholesome regulation. The Presby- 
terians resigned nothing, but were great gainers. 

Class-meetings and love-feasts are calculated and de- 
signed to instruct, and lead the seeker of religion to the 
knowledge of sins forgiven, and his acceptance with God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ; (Eom. viii. 1, 2, 14^16; 
John V. 24 ; 1 John iil. 14 ;) and to conduct the young con- 
verts — the babes in Christ— up to Christian perfection — to 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. Heb. 
V. 12-14; Prov. iv. 18; Heb. xii. 14. 
15* 
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Such meetings are truly desirable to Christians while thsy 
enjoy the comforts of religion, and are pressing "toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jeaus." But when faith fails in whole or in part, the spirit- 
ual exercises of those meetings become disagreeable in a 
proportionable degree. 

The Presbyterian discipline knows notliing of such meet^ 
ings ; nor does it require its members to pass such strict ex- 
aminations on the progress of religion. 

Those among them that desired it, enjoyed those meetings 
among the Methodists by courtesy, and withdrew or neg- 
lected them, as they pleased. As the revival subsided, tlie' 
zeal for meetings and spiritual exercise cooled ofi! This 
was the case among the members of both Churches. This 
called for a prudent exercise of discipline ; but Methodist 
discipline had no control over Presbyterians — they neg- 
lected class-meetings witli impunity. The members of the 
Methodist Church whoso zeal was paralyzed, were inclined 
to neglect their class-meetings, after the example of their 
Pi-esbyterian friends. 

The preachers now felt the difSctilty of exercising dis- 
cipline to profit ; regretted that it was ever departed from ; 
but under existing circumstances, thought it prudent not to 
press their members to duty with rigor, but to apply their 
crippled discipline to the best purpose, and hope for better 
times. 

This state of things continued, with some modifications, 
until the close of the Conference-year of 1805. The Pre- 
siding Elder o£ the Cumberland District* intending to lo- 
cate at the approaching Conference, there was some solici- 
tude felt as to the course his successor would take as to 
the existing union. To guard against possible events, the 

* Lewis Garrett, 
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Presbyterian minister and the Presiding Elder appointed a 
union-meeting, so called, for the purpose of initiating the 
next Presiding Elder into the mysteries of tJie union. A 
large congregation of people and a number of preachers 
came together at the appointed time. The new Presiding 
Elder,* and a Pi-esbyterian minister from Kentucky, at- 
tended the meeting. 

The conduct of the ministers in Cumberland, in uniting 
with the Methodists, had become suspicious in the eyes of 
their bretlirea elsewhere, and a minister from Kentucky 
was sent, it seems, to examine into the matter. 

The Presiding Elder preached when he was appointed, 
as other preachers did, but would have nothing to do with 
the management of the meeting. 

On Monday, the managers of the meeting called all the 
official members and preachers of both Churches togethi 
to consider the origin and state of the union, and the regu- 
lations necessary to perpetuate it. After several speecli 
in which much had been said on the subject, the new Pre- 
siding Elder was requested to give his views ; he complied, 
and observed that much had been said against proselyt- 
ing; and that to perpetuate the union, there must be 
no proselyting. If by proselj^ting, nothing moie was in 
tended tlian improper measures, and pei'Sfmal influence 
used to induce members to leave tlieir own Church tnd join 
the other, he had no objection to. it; for in his estimation, 
such measures were unchristian and contemptible But 
proselyting, as he understood the term, comprehended much 
more — it means the conversion of a sinner from the power 
of sin and Satan to the living God ; from darkness to light; 
from erroneous opinions, relative to religious doctrines, to 
truth. For this purpose it is consistent with Christian 

* Wm. McKendrea was the new Presiding Elder, 
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civility and religion to use legitimate arguments drawn 
from the Scriptures, rcaaon, and experience. If tliis course 
is pursued with due deference to the feelings and sentiments 
of others, no cause of offense is given, nor should offense be 
taken. That wise and pious men have different views of 
the doctrines of revelation, is a feet; and it is proper for 
them, as honest men, to labor to convert their fellow-men to 
receive what they believe to be the truth. They have op- 
posite yiews of the truth, and one may be as pious and sin- 
cere as the other; therefore let them esteem each other as 
Christians, recommend their own views with Christian re- 
spect to the sentiments of others, and let the people judge 
for themselves. 

By the union of which we are speaking, I wouM under- 
stand two separate and distinct Churches, each having a 
system of doctrine and discipline in active operation, inde- 
pendent of each other ; and, though they differ in point of 
doctrine and discipline, yet, believing that each is accepted 
and blessed by the great Head of the Church, they are cor- 
dially disposed to live in harmony, peace, and love, and 
mutually encourage and assist each other, as far as they 
can consistently with their respective rules and regulations 
of Church-government. If his ideas of Christian union 
were correct, he thought the Churches had departed from 
correct principles — that the fellowship then existing among 
them was not the union, but the amalgamation of the 
Churches. The Methodist discipline is not exercised con- 
formably to its provisions and genius. If the Presbyterian 
discipline is correctly attended to, I am not acquainted with 
it. To depart from an established and wholesome discipline 
in order to perpetuate the union of Churches, is an adven- 
turous and dangerous experiment. It may preserve the 
existing friendship, but its tendency is rather to destroy 
than perpetuate discipline. Therefore, to establish a profits 
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able union, let the ministera preach tiie doctrines of their 
respective Churches, simply, plainly, and clearly ; but let it 
be done in the spirit of meekness and love, and with proper 
respect to the feelings and sentiments, of others; and let 
them mutually assist each other, according to their re- 
spective disciplines. 

The Elder's view of the subject seemed to obtain gen- 
eral acceptance. The Methodist discipline began to re- 
vive from that time. But a murmuring was soon heard 
among the Presbyterianis, that things were not right — 
that the Methodists did cot attend to the principles of 
the union ; and their preachers spoke of it, in several con- 
gregations, in a way calculated to injure the Methodist 
character. 

In this state of things, the Methodists had a camp-meef^ 
ing at E. Douglass's, on the east of the Cumberland Eiver. 
The Rev. W. McGee, a Presbyterian minister, was at it, 
and was appointed to preach on Sabbath at eleven o'clock. 
In the morning the sacrament of the Lord's^supper was 
attended to in the meefing-house. W. McGiee absented 
himself. The Elder said nothing to him on the sub- 
ject uiitil after the sermon; he then took him out and 
requested his reason for absenting himself from the Lord's 
table. He said the Methodists had broken the union, and 
therefore he did not commune. He named Miles Harper 
as the transgressor, and instanced wherein he had broken 
the union. The Elder wished to know if he would be sat- 
isfied with such reparation or acknowledgments as might 
be dictated, if Harper had done wrong. He said he would. 
The Elder spoke to Harper, who was willing and wished to 
meet the charges. For this purpose, the preachers and 
oiRcial members of both Churches were requested to con- 
vene in the mccting-houso on Monday morning. The ap- 
pointment was well attended. After prayer, the Elder 
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informed those present of tlie design of tte meeting, and 
requested Mr. McGee to state the rules of the union, and 
wherein they were violated. He requested the Elder to do 
it. He did so, by repeating the terms as suggested and 
agreed to in the union-meeting, and appealed to Mr. McGce 
and those members that attended the union-meeting. His 
statements were admitted to be correct. 

Soon after the investigation commenced, it appeared that 
for want of evidence, it could not be concluded. The 
meeting was therefore adjourned to the time and place of a 
quarterly-meeting which was shortly to be commenced, in 
a neighborhood where the witnesses would attend. The 
pr^ence was much desired, but his businss 
him fi-.om attending. But he appointed his 
sui)stitute, and authorized him to act in his place. As well 
as I remember, Presbyterian Eldera sat witli Methodists on 
the trial. The chaises and witnesses were deliberately at- 
tended to, and Harper was acquitted. 

The Elder drew up a statement of the tpial, and proposed 
for the accuser's agent and himself to sign it in behalf of 
their Churches, and keep it as an official conclusion of the 
matter. He hesitated ; the Elder therefore proposed, as he 
was going from thence to a camp-meeting at Fountain Head, 
where he expected to see the accuser and a number of his 
brethren, to talte the papers, officially certified, and submit 
the whole to the judgment of the preachers and official 
members of that meeting. This was a gratification to the 

At tlie Fountain Head meeting the papers were pre- 
sented to Harper's accuser, in the presence of one or two 
other preachers and several elders of that Church, Mnit«d 
with the members of the Methodist Conference. The 
paper was read, considered, and approved. The accuser 
3 to be satisfied. All seemed to be pleased. 
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The Presiding Elder was glad that Harper was exoner- 
ated, and tlie Methodists found innocent, and that the ac- 
cuser himself was satisfied; but he had to acknowledge 
that he was not satisfied — tliat he was dissatisfied with the 
proceedings against Harper, and with the manner in which 
the Methodists had been treated; and therefore he then de- 
manded satisiaotion in behalf of the Methodists. He then 
stated charges against Harper's accuser, and directed at- 
tention to cases wherein the Methodists had been publicly 
misrepresented, to the wounding of religious feeling and the 
injury of character. 

Harper's accuser attempted to evade an examination, 
but the Presiding Elder demanded satisfaction for his in- 
jured brethren. The former accuser, now the accused, 
said they had no power to meet the demand — ^that their 
discipline made no provision for such a case. He was in- 
formed that the Methodist discipline knew as little about 
them and the union as theirs did ; but they had entered a 
kind of fellowship called a union, talked of rules and regu- 
lations to perpetuate the union, and had charged the Meth- 
odists with breaking the union; that the Methodists had 
met the charge, justified their conduct, and given satisfac- 
tion to their accuser — ^not on any provision of their disci- 
pline for such a ease, but upon principles of propriety and 
social obligation; and after all this, they are informed 
there is no redress for them. The Presiding Elder was not 
disposed to admit such apologia. Satisfaction for his in- 
jured brethren he must have, or resort to some other mode 
of defense. He was not disposed to be seYcrely just, but 
would take any' acknowledgment that was sufficient to se- 
cure the injured character of his brethren. 

A respectable elder of the Presbyterian Church said the 
demand was reasonable, and ought to be complied with. 
The accused begged that it should be deferred till after 
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their Presbytery, which was at hand. The Presiding Elder 
consented to tlie suspension of the trial, on condition that 
they should meet him at a cttmp-meeting of hia, in Cage's 
Bend, immediately after their Presbytery, but that means 
should be used to redress the injury already inflicted on the 
Methodists. 

The Presbyterian ministers did not correct the misrep- 
resentations they had publicly made. He therefore wrote 
to a preacher an account of the state of things, with 
direction to read it in those congregations wherein the 
Presbyterian preacher had made the subject public. Tlie 
preacher was not to comment on the communication or ex- 
plain it, but to let the author of the letter and him who 
fii-st made the subject public settle any differences that 
might arise. 

No return was made to the Presiding Elder at the camp- 
meeting in Cage's Bend, The charges officially brought by 
him agsunst the Presbyterian pi'eachers of the union were 
never settled. They remained under censure. The aifair 
was left to suffer, or sleep, or die. At the interviews rela- 
tive to the chaises against Mr. Harper, the terms and regu- 
lations of the union, as etated at the union-meeting, were 
repeated and admitted. Thus many things were brought 
to light, knowledge increased, Methodist discipline revived, 
and numbers were greatly increased. 

What was the proper signification of the term " Cumber- 
land Presbyterians," as it was used in those days, the writer 
is not sufficiently acquainted with the regulations of the 
Presbyterian Church to say; but he thinks it was applied 
to a part, perhaps a Presbytery, designated the "Cumber- 
land Presbytery" of the Presbyterian Church, as it existed 
at that day. Of this body there were four ministers who 
were distinguished for piety, zeal, and useftdness: Messrs. 
McGee, (whose Brother John was a very zealous, useful 
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Methodist preacher — these brothers labored much together, 
with great success,) McGready, Hodge, and Eankin. These 
four labored harmoniously aud successfully. They engaged 
the Methodist ministers in their meetings to a considerable 
extent They advocated union with the Methodists, and 
preached so much like them, and spoke so freely against 
Calvin's notion of decrees and iu favor of salvation for all 
men, that many supposed they had renounced their old 
system of doctrines. These were prominent, popular char- 
acters, aud probably many restricted the Cumberland Pres- 
byterians to these four men. 

Of the Cumberland Presbyterians the Church became 
suspicious— whether of all the ministers of that body or 
part of them, or for what or to what extent their conduct 
was (.ensured, the writer does not know. It was reported 
that the Cumberland Presbyterians did not attend to 
the discipline of the Church; that in the examinatioa 
of candidates for the ministry, they did not sufficiently 
attend to the candidate's faith in their doctrines, and 
licensed men who did not possess the literary qualifica- 
tions required by the discipline. How this may be, the 
writer does not know. But it is certain that eventually a 
number of the preachers of the Cumberland department 
left die Presbyterian Church and constituted a separate and 
distinct community. I understand they have been useful 
and successful. 

Of the four ministers already mentioned as leading char- 
acters of that part of the Presbyterian Church with which 
the Methodists of the Cumberland Circuit formed a union, 
I learned that the first-named joined himself to the ee- 
ccders who formed a Church in the Cumberland District 
for the Presbyterian Church. The second and third, after 
saying many things, and some of them very hard, against 
their old Confession of Faith, adjusted matters with tha 
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Churcli and received the Confession of Faith, And the 
fourth, or last-named, joined the Shaking Quakers. Thus 
the body of ministers with whom the Methodists were in 
union has become extinct. There is not a vestige of it in 
their existing form extant. 
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BISHOP McKENDREE'8 ESSAYS ON OUE 
CHUECH-GOVERWMEHT. 

Among the numerous papers of Bishop McKen- 
dree, some are sermons, theological criticisms, and 
essays upon doctrinal, metaphysical, and literary 
subjects; but while most of them are unfinished, he 
prepared others upon Ohurch-governraent — espe- 
cially our own — with considerable care, and left 
them neatly and carefully put up. The general 
views presented in them are in part set forth in his 
circular addresses and letters, but in many cases 
they are so concisely and clearly stated in these 
brief essays, that it is thought proper to give a few 
of them a permanent form. We therefore present 
the following pieces, carefully written by him. The 
future historiographer of the Church, and the stu- 
dent of our ecclesiastical history, may hereafter be 
glad to find the views entertained by the wise and 
venerable man whose history reaches from the or- 
ganization of our Church to 18S5, and whose life 
was devoted to the study and administration of our 
economy ; and yet, as laws and their construction, 
as well as usages and opinions, like every thing else 
of human origin, arc liable to be changed and mod- 
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ified by time and taste, so, notwithstanding oav 
high respect for. the Bishop, and our agreement 
with him in many of his views, wo do not cou- 
sidei- ourselves bound to indorse all his opinions 
and inferences as set forth: in the main, however, 
■n a nt t tl e 



n lly o cesisary to 
di u f end to the 
f hoc n Presiding 
Elders and stationing the preachers fioni the Bisliops to the 
Annual C^ nferences, because in this the power of oversight 
p ncipally consists. Take tliis prerogative from the Super- 
tendents an! there will remain with them no power by 
i h tl oy ca I oversee the work, or officiallv manage the 
adn 11 t at on; and theiefore the Confeienee must m jus 
t e relense them from their responsibibties a^ Bishops 
T! is bemg Jone, the office of Geneial Superintendent must 
ce^ e a 1 the Methodist I]pi=copil Church would be no 
longer nde the government of Bishops, 

B t sucl a change in the government would deprive tha 
General Conference of an important— perhaps an essential 
— part of their authority, and put it out of their power to 
enforce and carry our system of rules info eifect This will 
appear from the peculiar relation between the Bishop and 
Conference, or the connection between raaldog our rules 
and enforcing them. The Superintendents are chosen by 
the General Conference, are the repositories of executive 
power, and are held responsible as overseers of the whole 
charge. By calling upon them, the ad minis tratiou in every 
part of the work may be brought under the inspection and 
control of the General Conference. 
But if the power of Buperintending the work were taken 
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from the Bbliops, they must be released from the responai- 
bility; and if t}iey should be released, there would be no 
persou or persons accountable to the General Conference 
for the administi-ation ; consequently the connection between 
making rules and enforcing them would be dissolved. The 
legislative body would then have no control over the execu- 
tive — no power to enforce their rules or laws. 

The several Annual Conferences are under the control of 
general rules, enforced by responsible Suporiuton dents ; so 
that if a preacher should depart from the discipline or 
doctrine of the Church, it is the Bishop's duty to correct, 
remove from office, or bring him to trial, according to dis- 
cipline. 

Should aji Annual Conference dissent from the doctrine 
or discipline of the Church, the Bishop should enf«r his 
protest, and bring the ease before the ensuing General Con- 
ference. Should the Superintendent join with a Conference 
in such a departure, the next General Conference will call 
him to account for it; and by this medium the General 
Conference takes cognizance of the acts of the Annual 
Conferences: so that while the Superintendents serve as 
a center of union and harmony among the Annual 
Conferences, they, i. e., the Annual Conferences, become 
responsible to, and are brought under, the inspection and 
control of the General Conference. 

Once more: The General Superintendents serve as 
watchmen to guard the Annual Conferences against attacks 
on their constitutional rights. 

The delegated Conference is composed of two parte : the 
representatives of the Annual Conferences and the Bishops. 
These are equally supported by the preachers collectively, 
who have secured to themselves in this capacity the right 
of deciding on any alteration of the constitution ; therefore 
that instrument cannot be altered or changed by the Gene- 
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ral Conforence, unless they first obtam tlie consent of the 
Annual Conferences. Wow, if the representatives should 
make a premature attack on the constitution, it becomes 
the Superintendent's duty, arising out of his relation to the 
preachers collectively, to arrest the procedure on constitu- 
tional principles, and thus, and on that ground, the subject 
may come before the Annual Conferences, whose right it is 
to judge in all constitutional cases. Were it not for this 
check, which brings all disputes respecting tonstitutional 
rights to a uniform and safe conclusion, the Church might 
be involved in difficulties of the most serious nature. The 
General Conference might pass a rule, to which some Con- 
ferences might submit, and others pronounce unconstitu- 
tional, and thereby destroy its force. The end is left to 
conjecture. 

But if the executive power were transferred from the 
Bishops to the Annual Conferences, as it would he if they 
were authorized to elect Presiding Elders, etc, and the 
Bishops were consequently released from their responsibility 
to the General Conference, the Annual Conferences would 
thereby become independent of each other, of the Bishops, 
{except for ordination,) and of the General Conference. 
Being invested with executive authority, and amenable to 
no superior, consequently under no jurisdiction, they might 
neglect or reject the rules formed by the General Conference 
with impunity; and for the Conferences in such a situation 
to dissolve the bonds of fellowship and union, by introduc- 
ing different administrations, is among possible events. 

In the event of such a change in the government, the 
General Superintendents might patiently endure the toil of 
annual visits to ordain preachers, hear complaints, feel the 
distresses of the discontented, and preside in the Confer- 
ences, without power to redress grievances, or manage the 
business; or they might turn their attention to more com- 
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fortablo and usefu] situations; and the General Conference 
may have the honor of assembling together and forming 
rules and regulations for the government of the Churcli, 
and the mortificatiort of seeing those rules neglected or re- 
jected, and lament their loss of power to enforce their 
■wholesome r^ulationa, and thereby save the Church. 

ITINERANCY — ^ITS SUCCESS — STATISTICS. 

The itinerant plan of preaching the gospel, which was 
pursued by the apostles and their immediate successors, is 
undoubtedly better calculated to supply the poor with the 
glad tidings of salvation than any other, and indeed, is the 
only plan adapted to the universal spread of the gospel. 
But this apostolic system was soon exchanged for a local 
plan, which is better adapted to human inclinations and 
temporal interests. In process of time, when experimental 
religion was extremely low and almost discarded, it pleased 
the Lord to call foi-th that venerable maji, John Wesley, 
and through his instrumentality to revive both religion and 
the itinerant plan of preaching the gospel. By this means 
a general revival of experimental religion has been carried 
far and wide. 

But it will, appear to a careful obsci-ver of our Annual 
Minutes, compared with the rise and progress of Method- 
ism in Europe and America, that our founder and fathers 
did not intend to organize a separate Church.- They had no 
prearranged system of government: so fer from it, they 
were frequently opposed to those measures which were prov- 
identially suggested as proper expedients for particular oc- 
casions, and which terminated in a constitution and system 
of Church-government. 

These things considered, it would seem nothing short of 
an overruling Providence could have produced so excel- 
lent an imitation of the apostolic plan. 
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Our fathers set out with this profession : " We believe 
that Gfod's design in raising up the preachers called Metliod- 
ista, in America, was to jeform the Continent, and spread 
scriptural holiness over these lands," Influenced by this 
persuasion, they went forth proclaiming salvation through 
the merits of Christ by faith to all people. Increasing num- 
bers crying, "What shall we do?" induced them to re- 
sort to church-yards, market-houses, streets, the woods, for 
houses could not contain the thousands that flocked to- 
gether- to hear the word of life. Rules and regulations 
were introduced to meet the necessities of an astonishing 
increase of members, and a rapid extension of the field of 
ministerial labors. 

In 17S4, the United Societies in America, contrary ta 
the original intention of our founder and fathers, were 
formed into an independent Episcopal Church; and the 
rules which, from time to time, had been introduced for the 
benefit of the Society, were incorporated into the system of 
government 

When the societies were formed into a Church, there 
were 46 circuifs, 83 traveling preachers, and 14,988 mem- 
bers, From that time the work of the Lord far exceeded 
any toimer years, so much so, that in 1792, there were 
18 Districts, 137 ciicuits and stations, 226 preachers, and 
65,980 members. But the increase of numbers was at^ 
tended with additional difficulties. A few years' experience 
taught the necessity of revising and perfecting the system 
of rules. For this purpose a General Conference was 
called, and met according to appointment, Nov. 1, 1792, 
and was contmued by adjournments, once in four years, 
until May 6, 1808, which was the last General Conference 
of this description. At that time there were 35 Districts, 
313 circuits and stations, 540 traveling, and about 2,000 
local preachers, and 151,995 members. Hitherto the Con- 
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ssessed unlimited powers. The system of gov- 
is therefore subject to be changed and modified 
ference pleased. Sundry altei'ations and addi- 
,.__; made at those five Conferences; but the prin- 
ciples and constituent parts of the system remained un- 
altered. The plan of government bore tlie scrutinizing t«st 
of experience and criticism; and t!ie system of govern- 
ment was thereby perfected, settled, and confirmed. 



1 SYSTEM — THE CONSTITUTION AND 
SUPEEIKTENDENCY. 

Sucli was the confidence which the local preachers and 
members reposed in the wisdom, goodness, and prudence of 
the traveling ministry, that the Church enjoyed a good de- 
gree of harmony and peace, as well as prosperity; yet 
many of her friends looked foi-ward to the possible events 
of every succeeding General Conference with solicitude for 
the peace and safety of the Church, for the General Con- 
ference at that time possessed unresti-icted powers; and 
those traveling preachers who had stood out a certain pro- 
bation, and met at the appointed time and place, whether 
many or few, constituted tlie General Conference ; conse- 
quently there was no constitutional security that the system 
of government would be perpetuated, or the terms^of coni- 



In 1808, there were 540 traveling preachers, and 128 of 
that number constituted the General Conference. That 
Conference, being satisfied of the propriety and utility of 
their system, and fully awake to their situation, resolved to 
confirm and perpetuate their well-tried plan of government. 
To this end they constituted a delegated General Confersnee, 
formed a cxm^tvtion, and so limited and restricted the pow- 
ers of their representatives as to preserve the system of gov- 
ernment inviolate, and secure the rights and privileges of 
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all the members. The Annual Conferences ratified and 
confirmed the coBstitution. It was accepted and adopted 
unanimously, by every Anaual Conference electing and 
sending representatives to act under it. 

The General Conference thus constituted, is invested with 
"full powers to make rules and regulations for the Church, 
under certain limitations and restrictions," and to enforce 
those rules by means of the General Superintendents, who 
are amenable to them for the administration. A General 
Superintendency is therefore indispensably necessary ; neitlier 
the General Conference nor the itinerant plan could exist 
long without it. Hence it is provided in the constitution 
that the General Conference "shall not change or alter any 
part or rule of our government so as to do away Episco- 
pacy, or destroy the plan of our itinerant Gteneral Superin- 



H'ow, as the same power which constituted the dele- 
gated Conference thus confirmed and perpetuaffid. the Gen- 
eral Superintendency, it must be equally as permanent as 
the General Conference itself; and to guard a^inst such 
afflictive and destructive alterations as it was in the power 
of the former Conference to make, the delegated Confer- 
ences are not "to revoke, alter, or change our Articles of 
Religion, or to establish any new standards or rules of doc- 
trine contrary t« our present existing and established 
standards of doctrine." It was the belief of those doc- 
trines that first united the preachers and people in senti- 
ment and afiection ; and the cordial belief of them, like 
silken cords, still binds the whole Connection in harmony 
and love. The fourth article preserves "the General Rules 
of the United Societies," and the fiiih perpetuates the mu- 
tually ageeed to and long-established rules by which dis- 
orderly preachers and members are to be dealt with. By 
these judicious regulations, the General Confercnoo have lost 
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their power to make injurioua changes ; and the rights of 
the members being secured, the public mind ia happily de- 
livered from fear of ruinoua changes : it rests under tlie 
protection of those limitations and restrictions ; conse- 
quently the Church has nothing to fear, from the fact that 
the government is mainly in the hands of the traveling 
ministers. 

The General Superintendents are constituted the supreme 
executive, or the deputy of executive power. 

It is the duty of a Bishop, or Superintendent, "to preside 
in the Conferences ; to ordain bishops, elders, and deacons; 
to travel through the Connection at large ; to oversee the 
'ipiiitual and temporal business of the societies." And for 
the faithful performance of those duties, they are amenable 
to the General Confeience, who have power lo expel them 
foi improper conduct, if they see it necessary. But in 
ordei to constitute them justly responsible, they should be 
clothed with sufficient power to discharge the duties en- 
jomed on them Theiefoie thty are invested with the 
powei of oidination, and full power to superintend the work 
at liige 

The traveling preachers collectively have delegated to 
them these powers : to fix the appointments of the preach- 
ers for the several circuits ; in the intervals of the Confer- 
ences, to change, receive, and suspend preachers ; to form. 
Districts ; to choose, station, and change Presiding Elders, 
etc. But the work extended so rapidly that in a few years 
it became impossible for the Bishop to superintend in per- 
e Presiding Elders were introduced as assistant 
; and, as the Bishops were the only respon- 
sible persons for the administration, they were to choose 
the Presiding Elders, who are fiilly authorized to superin- 
tend the work in the absence of the Bishops. Therefore 
the office of a Presiding Elder is not separate or distinct 
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from that of a General Superintendent, but is inseparably 
connected with a part of it, and included in it They are 
deputized by the Bishops, who bear tlie whole responsibility 
of the admin istraiion, as their assistants io the Superintend- 
ency. Therefore the Bishops must appoint the Presiding 
Elders, or be relieved of responsibilily for the administra- 
tion. Hence the Bishops appear to be primarily the over- 
seers of the preachers, as well as of the whole body of the 
Church. Bnt at the same time that they are acknowledged 
as the head of the body, they are but principal servants, 
chosen by the preachers, and bound to govern according to 
rules mado by them, and by which th^ themselves have 
agreed to be governed. They are thus accountable to the 
very persons over whom they exercise authority, and "may 
be expelled by them for improper conduct, if they think 
it necessary." 

Such a Genera! Superintendeney may help to carry on 
the glorious work and increase our joy, but they have no 
power to oppress. 



OHEOKB ON GENERAL C0NFEBJ!NCE9 A 

The representatives and the General Superintendents who 
compose the Gieneral Conference, do not act as separate and 
distinct bodies; and yet such is their respective relations to 
their constituents, that they form a check on each other in 
order to preserve the constitutional rights and privileges of 
the preacheis and people. 

In the sixth article the mode of altering or amending 
the constitution is poiot«d out, and stands thus : 

"Pr(mded,neverthelese, That upon the joint recommenda- 
tion of all the Annual Conferences, then a majority of two- 
thirds of the General Conference succeeding shall suffice to 
alter any of the above restrictions." 

By this proviso our constituents have reserved to them- 
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selves the right of judging in constitutional cases, and cf- 
lectually prohibited every infimgement on their sacred 
righth The bupermtendent^ have no negative on the Gen- 
eial Conference, but if that body should attej»pt to ex- 
ceed the bounds of then delegated power, the Superintend- 
dcnt^ naiy declare the pioceduie unconstitutional; and if 
it should remain a subject of dispute between the Coiifev- 
tiice and Supenntendtntf, it must be referred to the An- 
nual Conference? as a constitutional question 

In thiis way the Gfeneial Supeiintendency is a safe and 
easy check on the delegated Conference. But the Bishops 
are amenable to that body for their administration. The 
Conference is therefore a powerful cheek on them in the ex- 
ercise of their powers. It is the Bishop's prerogative " to 
form Districts," eh;. But this is so connected with the power 
of choosing, stationing, and changing the Presiding Elders, 
that if they were deprived of power to choose the Presiding 
Elders, that of forming Districts should be taken from 
them. But the Bishop's authority to superintend the work 
at large consists principally in hia power to choose the Pre- 
siding Elders, for they act under the Bishop's authority, 
and are their assistants in the General Superintend ency. 
But if the Presiding Elders were chosen by the Annual 
Conference, received their executive authority from that 
body, and were accountable to them, the Bishops would 
have no power to overrule their adminiBtration, and there- 
fore ought to be released from the obligation. 

It Is the duty of a Bishop, in the intervals of the Confer- 
ences, to change, receive, and suspend preachers, as neces- 
sity may require, and as the Discipline directs ; but this is 
so closely connected witli the power of appointing the 
preachers for the several stations, that if tlie Bishops were 
deprived of the latter, they ought not to retain the former, 
because such a divided Superintendency might destroy it- 
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self. A committee might station the preachers at Confer- 
ence ; and immediately after, the Bishop might make an 
entirely different airangemeat by changing of the same 
preachers. But a yery considerable part of the Bishop's 
authority to oversee the work is contained in his power to 
station the preachers; for in the arrangement of the preach- 
ers, the Superintendents at once selects the governing 
preachers, clothes them with executive powers, and supplies 
the Church with officers, for the exercise of discipline, in 
every department of the whole work. But if the form of 
government was altered, as stated above, the Bishops would 
be completely divested of the powers of an overseer — they 
would have no authority to overrule or manage the business 
officially; and therefore, justice requires they should be 
freed from the duties and responsibilities of overseers. This 
being done, the remaining duties of a Bishop would stand 
thus : to pr^ide in our Conferences ; to travel through the 
Connection at large ; to ordain bishops, elders, and deacons. 
The following questions may deserve a serious thought: 
Can a man be found who would think his time and talents 
well employed in that station ? If there is, would it be 
profitable and safe to employ or set one apart to fill such an 
office? Would the Form of Discipline recognize such a 
one as the General Superintendent of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church ? Could the constitution recognize such a 
one as the President of the General Conference? Would 
he have a legal claim to a seat as a member of the General 



I QEUEEIAL OOTTFEBENCE CAMNOT GIVE 
THE ANBUAL CONFERENCES THE AUTHOEITT TO ELECT 
PBISIDING ELDE88. 

The delegated General Conference have no authority to 
empower the Annual Conferences to elect Presiding Elders, 
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and invest them with superintending authority; neither 
have they power to constitute Presiding Elders a committee 
to atation the preachers. 

The General Conference possess only a delated power, 
which is to be exercised under certain limitations and re- 
Btrictiona ; but this power is not transferable, for no repre- 
sentative has a right to transfer his delegated powers to an- 
other. Of course, a body composed of such members can 
have no such right; neither does the constitution authorize 
the General Conference to transfer their delegated power, 
or to make such a change in the form of government; 
therefore it is not within tlie limits of their delegated powers 
to effect such a revolution. 

Even the body from whom the delegated Conference de- 
rived its existence and powers, neVer elected Presiding 
Elders, nor stationed the preachera; and there is room to 
doubt if it ever was the prerogative of the collective body 
so to do. That the preachers who composed it had a right, 
as individuals, to make their own appointments, and there- 
fore had an undoubted right to authorize whom they pleased 
to make appointments for them, is admitted by all; and 
that the preachers did formally authorize the General Su- 
perintendents to choose the Presiding Elders and appoint 
the preachers for the several stations, will be denied by 
none; therefore the former General Conference cannot 
claim the power of appointing Presiding Elders and station- 
ing tlie preachers, otherwise than the preachers who com- 
posed it had power to divest the General Superintendents of 
that power and confer it on another, or exercise it in their 
collective capacity, if they had been so minded. But this 
they have never done. That they did not, and intended 
that it should not be done, will appea,r fi-om the following 
cii'cumstance: 

Wben the report of the Committee which was appointed 



HosmoD, Google 



to draw up a constitution was before tlie General Confer- 
ence, a member moved tbe postponement of that subject for 
the express purpose of bringing in a motion to authorize 
the Annual Conferences to elect the Priding Elders. It 
was done; and that body, who had as much right to intro- 
duce the proposed alteration as they had to form the consti- 
tution, took up the proposition, amply discussed the subject, 
and rejected it. 

The friends of the proposed alteration thought the consti- 
tution would put it out of the power of the delegated Con- 
ference to effect the desired change, and therefore proposed 
to make the alteration before the constitution was ratified. 
But the preachers preferred the old plan, and therefore re- 
jected the motion. After twenty years' experience, and 
with the constitution fully before them, they refused to in- 
vest the Annual Conferences with power to elect Presiding 
Elders, and at the moment of constituting the delegated 
Conference, deliberately confirmed it, and continiied it in 
the General Superintendents, with whom it had been in- 
trusted from the beginning. The Presiding Elders never 
were elected by the preachers, either in their Annual or 
General Conference capacity, but were from their com- 
mencement chosen by the General Superintendents, with 
the consent of the preachers collectively; and this rule was 
ratified and oonfii-med by the same authority that consti- 
tuted the delegated Conference. Now, as the Bishops do 
not derive this power from the delegated Conference, 
but from the preachers collectively, the delegated body 
can have no authority to take it from them. This 
can be efiected by none but that body from whom they 
received it. 

That the delegated Conference is authorized to elect and 
consecrate a Bishop, and that a Bishop so consecrated is 
invested with the powers of an overseer, is undoubtedly 
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t and that the B shop is authorized to ehooae the Pre- 

d n Eld US 8 equally so. Now, a Presiding Elder so 
1 n th eby clothed with power to oversee the tem- 
1 al nl p ntual busmess of his District. -But it does 
n t f 11 w that th Bishop created the office, and there- 
i 1 e may b 1 h it ; or that he confers the power, 
nl th f he may withhold it. The case is fairly 
tl u Th fii f Presiding Elder was created, the duties 
f tl at Si PI nt d, and power to discharge those duties 
nf d i y tl p achers collectively, which the Bishops 
1 n auth ty to abolish. They may choose and change 
tl ffi , 1 t ann t abrogate the office, nor its powers and 
right.. 

In like manner the office of a Bishop was constituted, 
the duties of that office appointed, and power to discharge 
thoie duties conferrdl by the preachers collectively, over 
which the delegated Conference ha^ no control. The Gien- 
eraJ Conference is authorized to elect and consecrate a. 
Bibhop, and the man so consecrated is invested with the 
powers of a General Superintendent, and is amenable to 
that body for the administration, consequently he is under 
their control ; but they have no authority to do away the 
office, or to divest the Bishop of power to perfoim the duties 
of his office; therefore it is not within the limits of the 
i Conference's power to effect ^uch a change in the 



The same conclusions iviO follow from a fair construction 
of the constitution. 

Amoug the limitations and restrictions under which the 
delegated Conference must act, one says, " They shall not 
change or alter any part or rule of our government so as 
to do away Episcopacyj or destroy the plan of our itinerant 
General Superintendency." 

To superintend is to oversee — to overlook or to take care 
16* 
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of otherHwith. autliority; and Buperin tendency implies supe- 
rior care — the act of overseeing witli autliority. 

The ■words, "itinerant General Superintendency," in the 
constitution^ must mean the same thiog which ia called the 
"Duties of a Bishop," and pointed out in the 4th section 
of the Form of Discipline. For the Bishops are " elected 
by the suifrages of the General Conference to exercise the 
Episcopal office, and superintend the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America." (P. 24) And a part of the Bishop's 
duty is to preside in the Conference. But the constitutioa 
says one of the Gieneral Superintendents shall preside in the 
General Conference ; therefore the Form of Discipline knows 
no General Superintendents except those who are elected 
and ordained Bishops according to the Form of Discipline, 
and thereby authorized and bound to discharge the duties 
of that office as pointed out in the 4th section of that book. 
But the authority of Superintendents consists principally in 
their power to choose Presiding Elders and station the 
preachere, because the responsibility of the governing 
preachers directly to the Bishops enables them to overrule 
the administration. But if the Bishops were deprived of 
the power of ckoosing Presiding Elders and stationing the 
preachers, or of appointing the governors of Districts and 
circuits, which is the same thing, and those officers were 
thereby released from their responsibility to the General 
Superintendents, they would no longer have power to super- 
intend the Methodist Episcopal Church. Then the govern- 
ment by Bishops would be at an end, and our itinerant 
General Superintendency would be destroyed; therefore the 
constitution will not admit of such a change in the system 
of government 

Forasmuch then as the propositions under consideration 
imply a change in the constitution, and no such change 
can take place without the consent of the Annual Confer- 
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ences, in conformity to the provision made for altering any 
article of the constitution, the Conference nxay propose 
the change to the ensuing Annual Conferences for their 
examination and consent; but &rther they cannot go with 
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LETTERS FROM BISHOP McKENDREE TO 
JOSHUA SOULE. 

Ip the Resolutions of 1820, making the Presiding 
Elders elective, and constituting them a council 
to station the preachers, had not been suspended, 
Bishop MeKendree would have protested and taken 
an appeal to the Annual Conferences, on the plea 
of their unconstitutionality, which might have led 
to serious complications and disagreements be- 
tween the Conferences themselves and between 
the preachers and the Bishops, as well as betweea 
the Bishops themselves. Much disaffection, and 
perhaps a serious secession, might have resulted. 
But the suspension of those resolutions until the 
next General Conference gave a new turn to the 
subject, and enabled him to refer the question, in a 
modified form, to the Annual Conferences, by pro- 
posing to grant the wishes of those who voted for 
the resolutions, by a corresponding change in the 
constitution — thus avoiding a direct issue upon 
their constitutionality. The following brief ex- 
tract from his letter to Bishop Soule fully explains 
his views and opinions on this matter at that crisis : 

Deak Bkothee: — Bishop George left Raleigh on 
Thursday at twelve o'clock. Next morning I set out, 
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and preached in Oxford the next Sabbath — forty miles 
ftom Raleigh. But the spring has been very wet and cold, 
which aflected my health, and prevented our getting on 
sooner. 

I wrote to you by Bishop George, and requested an an- 
swer to be directed to Dr. Wiikins; but I do not think the 
buaineaa (on which I am very desirous to have your judg- 
ment) was sufficiently laid before you, therefore I write this 
before your answer comes to hand. 

I think you were informed that I intended to bring the 
Suspended Resolutions before the Annual Coufercuces, com- 
mencing with the next Ohio Conference. But it is my in- 
tention to invite the Annual Conferences to authorize the 
ensuing General Conference to adopt the Suspended Reso- 
lutions, _ That they are unconstitutional, and, if carried 
into effect independently of the Annual Conferences, wUl 
have a ruinous effect on our system of government, I have 
no doubt. Nor <lo I consider it an improvement of our 
itinerant system ; but, as far as I see, it leaves power enough 
in the. Superintendency to carry the rules into effect, if the 
business can be harmoniously conducted — and without har- 
mony it will be ruined any way. Therefore the resolutions 
might be admitted, if constitutionally established. 

Presuming on the correctness of this statement, I antici- 
pate several important benefits from the intended course. 

1. It will bring fully l)efore us the principle on which 
the controversy turns, and prepare all for the decision. At 
the last General Conference, after contending for so much 
more, they professed to be satisfied with the Restrictive Reso- 
lutions. If this was the result of conviction, they will be 
pleased to have their wishes constitutionally established; 
but should they object to it in this form, all may apprehend 
danger. 

2. It may prevent much evil. When men pass a certain 
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line, tKcy stand ecmmitted, and frequently must go tlirougli, 
however painful and hazardous the eoosequences. If the 
resolutions are not for the better, they may be the best that 
many can bear, and therefore save ua from worse things. 

3. It will ratify and permanently establish our constitu- 
tion, and thereby effectually guard against ferther en- 
croachments on the Episcopacy, and effectually secure the 
rights of our preachers and members. 

The suspension of the resolutions enables me to take this 
course; otherwise, it must have been an appeal on their 
constitutionality. The possibility of conducting this dan- 
gerous contention bo as to prevent ruinous consequences, 
and restore peace without making a greater sacrifice, in- 
clines me to think the afiair was providentially directed. 

Eespecta to Sist«r Soule, Yours in love, 

W. McKendree, 

Dumfries, Virginia, April 17, 1821. 

The following letter is a rejoinder to Joshua 
Soule'a reply to the foregoing, and shows that the 
reply suggested serious ohjeetions and apprehen- 
sions as to tho fate or consequences of the Address 
of the Bishops to the Annual Conferences on the 
Suspended Kesolntions. They doubtless harmonized 
as to their views of the character of those resolu- 
tions, but we infer from this letter that something 
in the Bishop's "course" on the question waa met 
by objections — perhaps upon the ground of policy, 
or as likely to subject him to unpleasant collision 
with the ardent friends of the resolutions, who de- 
nied their unconstitutionality, 

But the pure-hearted and far-seeing old Bishop 
bravely pursued his course, and saved the Church 
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from a measare whicli must have resulted diaaa- 
troualy to the effectiveness of her Episcopacy and 
itinerancy, if it had not been prevented. 

Deab Brother: — Two days ago I came to Baltimore, 
and received your letter. The course to which you oppose 
EUcli weighty considerations proceeds upon a supposition 
that a ruinous change will take place, if something be not 
done to prevent it — that probably this is the most favorable 
opportunity I may ever have. I have no expectation of 
satisfying the dissatisfied ; but if it might save what I esteem 
such a blessing to mankind, the end will be fully answered. 

To induce the Conferences to comply with the request, it 
should be laid before them so as to preclude contention, and 
at the same time show the distinctive tendency of the meas- 
ures pursued, with the propriety and utUity of the request. 
It is presumed the friends of the old system wiU see and 
approve. This will change the fe.ce of things. All will 
see that the strongest opponents of the revolution are dis- 
posed to accorumodate the dissatisfied, as far as they can in 
accordance with our system of government and the rights 
of its members. That it will meet with disapprobation, is 
not doubted; but opposition to it will meet with considera- 
ble difficulties. To oppose receiving what they have been 
so warmly contending for, when offered in a harmonious 
and constitutional way, would show a design upon the gov- 
ernment itself It is supposed that it wUl at least bring 
the subject to issue unmasked, and set it for trial on the 
principles of our system and our rights. Several Confer- 
ences having tacitly decided the change to be unconstitu- 
tional, will be a powerful barrier to its passage. But if 
this cannot prevent its going into effect independently of 
the Annual Conferences, it will certainly pass if no such 
s shall be taken. In that case, we shall have the 
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of having done what we could. If it should 
succeed, the public mind which has rested oii the constitu- 
tional security of their rights, will more securely and con- 
fidently r^t on their system, 

I shall be in this neighborhood about two weeks. Let me 
hear from you. I should be glad to know the worst of what 
I may have to encounter — should be extremely glad to con- 
sult you on the draft of a communication that now lies by 
me. My physician advises me not to visit you this spring. 
I believe his advice is good, and therefore decline the visit. 

I shall wait patiently for information after your Confer- 
ence, but should be glad to get your strictures on tlie first 
part of this letter immediately, if practicable. As yet it is 
known by two only, and they are at a distance. I am in- 
clined to consult one or two in this quarter. 

I expect to send on an important communication from 
Colonel McKianey on tiie subject of Indian afiairs, directed 
to the New York Conference. It was my intention to send a 
letter of direction, and commit the management of that 
business to you. For these purposes you must attend the 
New York Conference, if possible. 

Yours most respectfully, "Wm. McKendkke. 



Dr. Wilkina's, May 12, 1831. 

This letter shows the great anxiety of the Bishop 
as to the action of the Aurnial Conferences upon 
his favorite measure, referi'ed to in the two pre- 
ceding letters, and that, so far as it had been tried, 
the result had vindicated his wisdom, as the sequel 
did most eoncluaively. It also exhibits his indom- 
itable spirit in enduring the hardships and perils of 
attending the Conferences, when borne down with 
age and infirmities. Surely his moral heroism and 
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self-sacrificing labors prove him a worthy Bucceasor 
of the confessors and martyrs, who "counted not 
their lives dear to them." Allusion is made to the 
transfer of Mr. Socle from the New York to the 
Baltimore Conference, which occurred shortly af- 
terward. 

Deak Fkiend: — After considerable delay, in order to 
give the fullest account of my progress under divine protec- 
tion, I acknowledge tlie reception of yours of October 17. 
Your views of my course, and the information on the state 
of that subject in the North, both comforted and encour- 
aged me, And indeed such aid was highly necessary; for 
I was very much oppressed with cares and fears, and had 
to stand alone. Upon discovering what I was about, my 
colleagues dictated and urged a very effeminate course, 
wliich, as I told them, would defeat their own purposes. 
Of this I think Bishop Roberts is now pretty well satisfied. 
In the Ohio Conference, one came out in direct opposition 
to the validity of the constitution, hut found no supporter. 
Mr. Roter said handsome things in its favor. The younger 
man was run down. In that and the Kentucky Confer- 
ence, the existing plan was warmly contended for — the Sus- 
pended Resolutions barely admitted. 

I did not write to the Missouri Conference, but suffered 
Bishop Roberts to manage the Address as he pleased. He 
thinks it would have passed if I had been -there. With 
difficulty he prevailed upon them to lay it over to the next 
Conference. The Tennessee Conference, took up the sub- 
ject, and without opposition pronounced the Suspended 
Resolutions an infringement of the constitution, (as did the 
other Conference that aeted on the subject,) and scorned as 
i-eady to confirm a second resolution, to which the Bishop 
, saying they might as well do nothing, and re- 
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ceived for anewer, "We intend to do notliing more than to 
prevent the resolution from being carried into effect." One 
interfered, and the subject was laid over, and never con- 
cluded until the last day of the Conference. Some of the 
principal men assured the Conference that they were sin- 
cere in what they said on the subject at other times, and 
tnat they could now as sincerely vote for its passage. They 
seemed to be of one mind in their movements, and voted 
for its adoption on constitutional principles. From what 
passed, I apprehend the following considerations influenced 
their minds : 

1. If the passage of those resolutions ivould prevent a 
division, and harmonize the body, it would be bad policy lib 
prevent their being carried into effect. 

2. This course will not compel the General Conference to 
make the change, but authorize it as the constitution di- 
rects, if in its judgment the change should be thought 



3. As Bishop Roberts decided that the representatives, 
when chosen, would be subject to their instructions, and 
at full liberty to act according to their b^t judgment, they 
thought it would be the most effectual way to prevent car- 
rying the resolutions inta effect by a bare majority, in 
opposition to the constitution, and put an end to the con- 
troversy, by establishing and confirraing the constitution. 
A new scene is opening; a little time may show us the way 
more clearly. - 

I am strangely preserved, and still know not for what, 
except to make more thorough preparation for my passage 
to a better world. I never sustained my relation to the 
Church with so little encouragement and comfort as at 
present 

The help afforded was not sufficient for me to hear the 
burden of managing a carriage through the western coun- 
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try; I tteie&re left it in Tennessee resolyed to come on 
horseback if able — li not to T,Mnter in the AVest I bore 
the totla of m le than one hundied miles to the Tennessee 
Confeience an 1 frora this took courage and cane on I 
have been grici u«ly ^ jp tel >ntlejouinej through the 
mountans and TionderfuIIy pre^ived ftom the effect of 
lying m the woods traveling nearly thirty miles a day 
through tremenl us runs for dtree days together and 
crossing deep and dingerous sticim'! where the water ran 
over seveial of the horses backs but where none were m 
jured All ariived safe The horses aie afH cted but the 
men are in health O that I louH piaise God as I ought 

At the hte Confeience I c nvei=el with the E shoj on 
your tianafei a intimated ani eni tl e mclo ed thatjou 
may appear officially if I should not be there. It is pre- 
sumed you may wish to attend the Kew York Conference, 
to which I have no objection — however, in this you are at 
liberty. If you moye at once, bring a recommendation 
from your charge. 

I have many things to say when we meet. 

W. McKesdree. 

Clai'k county, Georgia, November 28, 1821. 
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LETTEES OF BISHOP McKENDREE AND 
BISHOP GEORGE. 

Teom the following letters wMcli passed between 
Bishopa McKendree and George, it appears that 
Bishop McKendree read his Address to the Gene- 
ral Conference of 1820 to his colleagues before he 
presented it to the Conference, and that while 
Bishop George approved it, he subsequently favored 
the resolutions making the Presiding Elders elective 
according to the compromise plan which was after- 
ward reconsidered and suspended through the in- 
fluence of Bishop McKendree and the Bishop 
elect, Joshua Soule. This change in Bishop 
George's course drew from Bishop McKendree a 
letter of remonstrance, and a reply. It is due to 
Bishopa George and Roberts to say that the writer 
has reason to believe that neither of them was in 
favor of the Suspended Resolutions upon the ground 
of the intrinsic merits of the plan, but simply as a 
"peace-measure,'^ and did not at that time take the 
ground that it involved a constitutional question, as 
did the other two named above. We hold that 
Bishops McKendree and Soule were correct, and it 
is highly probable that before their death the other 
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two agreed with them, both as to the inexpediency 
and illegalitv of the measure. 

Ealtimore, May 10, 1820. 

Dear Bishop: — Previous to the commencement of the 
General Conference, at your request T submitted my Ad 
dresa, which you examined and approved, aad piopo^ei 
that it should be changed from a single to a joint Addre=s 
and for yourself and Brother Roberts to sign it with me 
and have but one, to which I had no obiection 

I understood that you professed to be moie than ever 
confirmed in the propriety of the government but Bi'ihop 
Roberts's opinion, known to us, prevented him fiom coramg 
into the measure proposed by yourself; nor did I consider 
him at all to blame. To obviate the inconvenience, I pro- 
posed, as my Address professed to be deficient, and referred 
t3 ycu to supply that ieficienc> that jou and Bishop Rob- 
eit should piepare a jomt iddiefi ioi that purpose that 
the two mi^ht piesent to the Confeicnce a complete \iew 
ot the w)tk To this propj=al I think Bishop Rtberts 
tonsented and thought with myself thit it might be done 
with piopiiety but >ou rejcctei it beeaute as I under- 
stand, you declared in favor of the sentiments contained in 
my Address, and supposed that joining with Bishop Roberts 
would expose you to censure. 

Notwithstanding all this, I heard with surprise some time 
after that you were pursuing measures which were calcu- 
lated to produce a conviction that you were friendly to an 
alteration of our government, inviting a private meeting 
of individuals to confer on a proposition calculated to affect 
the government, and in other ways using your influence to 
produce a radical change in our system, which from your 
profession had an additional claim on your patronage. 
These things, connected with some others not very dissimi- 
lar in appearance, induce me to request, an explanation. 



HosmoD, Google 



that I may be delivered from the disagreeable impressions 
made on my mind by these circumstances. 

Yours respectfully, W. McKendree. 



BaUimore, May 19, 1S20. 
Deak Bishop: — Having attentively examined your com- 
munication, my intention is to answer in the intimity of my 
heart. And first, you think I avowed an opinion in favor 
of your Address. To this opinion I do without any kind of 
hesitation agree. If you ask for an explanation of my sub- 
sequent conduct, in agreeing to or in any way aiding the 
compromise that now forms the rul^ or resolutions by 
which the gbvemment ia to be administered, my answer ia 
plainly this: In your Address you say that an effective 
General Superintendency is essentially necessary to our 
itinerant preaching of the gospel. To this I do sincerely 
agree; but you may distinctly understand me when I say, 
that if the resolutions or rules passed by this General Con- 
ference affect the springs of that Superintendency so as to 
enfeeble its operations, I have not sagacity to comprehend 
it. On this my mind rests with tranquillity, believing that I 
have acted up to my judgment, and under the intiuence of 
my clearest convictions. Had the resolutions given the 
power to the Annual Conferences to elect at pleasure, or 
nominate indefinitely, to this mode of obtaining Presiding 
Elders, my opinion would have been that such a mode of 
proceeding would have been an unconctitutional transfer of 
power. But when the Bishop has the right of nomination, 
and the Annual Conferences the right to sanction that 
nomination, I cannot comprehend any radical change in the 
government. As to my joining Brother Hoberts in an 
Address puiporling that my views were in unison with hia, 
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(if his are the same they were at the last General Conference, 
and I know of no change,) viz., that Annual Conferences 
should elect their Presiding Elders, I conld not in conscience 
do any such a thing. But again ; the making out an Address 
wlien I considered the subject entirely and completely before 
the General Conference, would, in my estimation, have heen 
superfluous. I close my remarks on this part of the subject 
by saying, what 1 have done, less or more, has been with a 
sincere desire to close the controversy, and promote peace, 
harmony, order, and usefulness among us as fellow-laborers 
in the vineyard of the Iiord. If I have erred, as soon as I 
am convinced I hope my gracious Lord will enable me to 
make suitable concessions. Permit me to say that I have 
held your friendship in high estimation; my intention at 
present is never to do any thing intentionally to forfeit 
either your confidence or ftiendship. I still hope you will 
tell me of my faults, personally or by letter; and when and 
where I can amend my doings, I shall most certainly do so. 
Pray for me. Enoch Geokge. 
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DONATIONS. 

The following letter from Dr. Emory to the 
Bishop, illustrates the high and merited confidence 
univoraally reposed in his character as a man of 
integrity and trustworthinesa in every thing. It 
moreover shows the honorable conduct of the lady, 
who, although not legally bound to carry out her 
deceased husband's bequest, yet agrees to do so, 
provided the Bishop will accept and appropriate the 
money. Dr. Emory was Assistant Agent of the 
Book Concern at the time. 



DE. EMORY TO BISHOP M KENDREE, 

Murfreeaboro, N. C. Jan. 17, 1828, 
Eevehend and Deas Sie: — Dr. Wra, J. Waller, of 
this station, informs me that a lady of Virginia, near Suf- 
folk, has in her hands one thousand dollars, which she 
wishes to present to the Methodist Episcopal Church 
through you. This information Dr. Waller received from 
the Kev, O. Bernard, who traveled the circuit within which 
the lady lives, and received the information directly from 
the lady herself. The circumstances, as I learn them, are, 
that her husband, now dead, devised a certain tract of land 
for the use of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which, 
either by some informality or inattention, was never re- 
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cdved by us. For this land the lady (his widow) has re- 
alized the above eum, which she wishes to appropriate 
agreeably to what she knows to have been her husband's 
wish. I understand that it is her desire to pay it to you 
personally, and to place it at your disposal. The particular 
object of this communication is to inquire if you think It 
probable that you will visit Virginia within any short 
period; and if not, whether you would fee! free, under 
the circumstances, to address a letter to the lady, suggest- 
ing the propriety of paying it to any other person. Should 
you think proper to do so, as I calculate to attend the Vir- 
ginia Conference at Eaieigh, North Carolina, I would en- 
deavor to see the lady on my return, and present your let- 
tei'. It is believed that she would, in all probability, be 
governed by your advice. 

I sent you by mail from Kew York a copy of the " De- 
fense of our Fathers," etc., which I hope you received. 

I am on my way to the South Carolina and Virginia 
Oanferences, and collecting, etc., on the route. 

With the best wishes fur your health and happiness, I 
am very respectfully and affectionately yours, 

J. Emory. 



If casting two mites into the treasury of the 
Lord, by a poor Jewish widow, was deemed an act 
worthy of divine corameudatioii and perpetual re- 
membrance, may wo not chronicle the gift of a 
thousand dollars from a Gentile widow for the 
same end? As to the pecuniary condition of the 
donor, we know nothing. All we can say is, that 
this Christian lady determined to be the almoner 
of her own bounty while living, and seleeted 
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p McKendree as the distributer of her money, 
thus evincing her confidence in his wisdom and in- 
tegrity. When this money was received, and liow 
applied, we know not. Tlae probability is that this 
benevolent lady had the pleasure of knowing that 
her donation had been faithfully and usefully ap- 
phed, and that before she died her "mercy was 
twice bleat." 

What a pity it is that so few imitate her ex- 
ample, and thus escape the law's delay, with all 
the expenses and occasional wrangles attending 
testamentary bequests for charitable and religious 
purposes ! 

April 11, 1828. 

Reverend and Deae Sib: — Sister Elvira "Wesson, who 
lesides in the neighborhood of Moring's Meeting-house, in 
the county of Surry, and State of Virginia, desired me to 
say to you that she wished to make a donation of one 
thousand dollars to the Methodist Episcopal Church ; and 
that it might take its destination, she now wishes, in her 
lifetime, to place the money in the hands of the senior 
Bishop, with whom some forty years past she had an ac- 
quaintance. It is with pleasure I make this communication, 
as I feel confident it will be productive of good to that cause 
which you have so efficiently labored to spread, and which, 
for nearly forty years, have been my source of comfort. 
If you can come on, I shall be pleased to see you at my 
house; and by addressing me by maU to Surry Court- 
house, I will make an appointment for you to preach at 
Moring's. Please to apprise me whether you can come on 
shortly or not; and if not, whether another Bishop cannot 
come. Yours, in the bonds of the gospel of Christ, 

JonN COCKES. 
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FROM BISHOP McKENDREE TO BISHOPS 
GEORGE AND HEDDING. 

New York. May 16, 1826. 

DbKr Bibhoi'9 — I received your joint communicalioii 
iildresised to me, bearing date the 12th inst. Why Bishop 
feoule,^ho lo as deeply mteiested and aa officially concerned 
m its contents as either of us, should be unnoticed, may 
appear -ioine^vhit extiaordinary; but it is hoped that it 
WIS not de-igned to treat hiia disrespectfully in his official 
character 

Youi letter contains an inquiry concerning several impor- 
tant points relative to our official interviews in Philadelphia, 
and as it is presumed that my reply is desired as a ground 
of your justification, I am willing to answer according to 
the beat of my recollection. 

The facts embraced in your communication are euhstan- 
tially correct, but are so associated with other facts and 
circumstances as to require them to be noticed in this con- 
nection. Having been disappointed in not meeting the 
Bishops in Baltimore on the 8th of March, as had been 
agreed on by a majority of them, I proceeded on, attended 
by Bishop Soule, to meet you in Philadelphia. 

I arrived on the 12th of April, and the next morning 
addressed a note to Bishop Geoi^e, requesting an interview 
as soon as practicable, and proposing to wait on ]iim at 



HosmoD, Google 



such time and place as miglit suit hia convenience. In the 
afternoon you waited on me, and found Bishop Soule at 

Bishop Geon^e appeared to be in a great hurry on ac- 
couut of the press of business. You wcro readily informed 
of the arrangement which had been made for the meeting 
in Baltimore, above alluded to, and that in conse([uence of 
its failure we had come on to see and consult with you on 
subjects of high interest to the Church, In consideration of 
the hurry of Bishop George, three pointe out of many were 
proposed, viz.: The appointment of a minister to the Brit- 
ish Conference, the business of the Canada Conference in 
relation to that appointment, and a change of the effective 
Superintendents in order for each to visit all the Annual 
Conferences before the ensuing General Conference. 

Bishop Ge g ga t h p n n th t th solu- 
tion of the G n al Conf n a f n t th app infr- 
ment of a mmi&t t E gl nd w nly al y and 
left it discret nari th tl Suj nt nl nta anl that 
the business wa n t f fii nt mj t n to justify the 
expense. 

I did nominate William Capers as our representative to 
the British Conference, and you did object to him, alleging 
that he was a slave-holder. Bishop George did nominate 
Wilbur Fisk, and Ezeldel Cooper was named with expres- 
sions of strong doubt whether he could or would go in case 
he was appointed, in consequence of which I did not con- 
sider Brother Cooper as officially nominated. I think no 
objection was made to the character of either of these 
brethren. 

The conversation then turned on the Canada business, 
and in about three-quarters of an hour from the time we 
met, Bishop Gteorge observed, in substance, that the press- 
ure of business rendered it necessary for him to retire ; that 
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you would consider the subject ; and both of you. took leave 
of us. 

Iheard nothing morefrom you oa this subject until thelTth, 
when a note was handed me by Bialiop Hedding from Bishop 
George in the Couference-room, inquiring if you could have 
an interview with me in my room the next morning at 
six o'clock. My answer was, "Yes," The note was handed 
to Bishop Soule, approved, and returned, and we met ac- 
cordingly at six o'clock on the morning of the 18th, After 
noting his want of time on account of the pressing business. 
Bishop George introduced the subject of the appointment of 
a delegate, by observing that he supposed that Bishop Soule 
and myself had not changed our minds, and that you were 
of the same opinion as before expressed. Bishop George 
then gave it as his judgment that it was best to send no 
representative, and that a letter to the British Conference 
would answer all the purposes, and save expense. Bishop 
Hedding was of opinion that the resolution of the General 
Conference required the appointment of a delegate, but 
thought it better to send none than to send one who was in 
possession of slaves. 

To these decisions I believe no reply was made by 
either Bishop Soule or myself. Here I supposed the ap- 
pointment of a delegate failed — a negative being fixed on 
it. After some conversation on the proposed change of the 
effective Superintendents, this interview, which continued 
about one hour, was closed, upon which Bishop Soule con- 
cluded to return to Baltimore, 

On the 20th I received your note in answer to mine of 
the 19th, in which, contrary to my expectation, you intro- 
duced the subject of a delegate again, and say that you 
" should be glad to meet me and Bishop Soule as soon as 
your business would admit, and see if we could fix on some 
other man in whom we could all be agreed." 
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From this intimation, connected with the ] 
which the way to our official interview was to be opened, 
ia conformity to your convenience, it was reasonable for me 
to expect that I should have been informed when " your 
business would a^rait" of such a meeting; but the Confer- 
ence closed on the morning of the 23d, and Bishop George 
left the city without speaMng to me, and from neither of 
you did I receive the slightest information on the subject of 
the meeting. 

As to writing to the British Conference to apologize for 
not sending a delegate, as you suggest, I do not see how 
this would remedy the evil ; nor am I convinced that we 
are authorized to change the course directed. Our respon- 
sibility ia not to the British Conference, but to our General 
Conference. To that body wo must account, and they must 
answer to the British Conference as one of the contracting 
parties. 

In conclusion, I still believe that the resolution of tha 
General Conference rendered it obligatory upon the Super- 
intendents to send a minister to England. I have labored 
to discharge this obligation to the best of my ability, but it 
has been defeated by the negative which has been fixed 
upon the appointment. Under these considerations, con- 
nected with the ]af« period of time, I judge it most pru- 
dent for me to decline any ferther agency in the case, not 
with a design to prevent the appointment, but for you to 
manage the business as you may think best. 

Yours very respectfully, W. McKendkee, 
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LETTER FROM BISHOP MoKENDEEE TO 
BISHOP ROBERTS. 

The reader will recollect that Eiahop McKen- 
dree suffered a dangerous attack of vertigo— or, as 
he called it, apoplexy — while traveling on horse- 
baefc from Tennesaee to the Miaaiaeippi Confer- 
ence, in the fall preceding the date of thia letter, 
and that he was unable to leave that section of 
country until the following spring. In the mean- 
time, the unfortunate eoudition of our Church in 
New Orleans attracted his attention, and deeply 
excited his Chiiatian sympathies. We were without 
a Church, lot, or edifice, and it became doubtful 
whether the Legislature — composed largely of 
Eoman Catholics and others not disposed to favor 
Methodism— -would grant a legal charter of in- 
corporation for our Church-property conformable 
to our usual deed. 

The Brother Moore named in this letter we sup- 
pose to have been the Rev, Mark Moore, who, it 
seems, was then in the city as a missionary. He 
was a man of unusual talents and unimpeachable 
reputation; and although he is blamed for consent- 
ing to such a change in the deed, which he was 
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trying to get recognized by the Legislature, as 
would secure its acceptance and pasaage, yet his 
motives are above suspicion. He erred, it is prob- 
able, but his design was good. 

During many years Methodism labored under 
great discouragement in New Orleans, scarcely 
having "a local habitation or a name." Indeed, 
long eubseq^uent to this date, notwithstanding 
many of our best and most gifted ministers in that 
region were stationed there, the cause languished, 
and was scarcely kept alive. This is the first year 
New Orleans appears upon the Minutes as a station 
— Mark Moore its misswv/iry. The laborious and 
faithful ministers who have more recently labored 
there, have placed our Church, by the divine bless- 
ing, in higher position. May we not confidently 
trust that henceforth it is to wield an increasingly 
evangelical influence upon the destiny of the city ? 

Midvpay, Wilkinson county, Miaa., Feb. 8, 1819. 

Dear Brothee :— I wrote to you from this neighbor- 
hood about three weeks ago, which was my first attempt to 
write ainee I was taken ill. In that letter I gave a full ac- 
count of myself, the Conferences, and the manuscript Min- 
utes. It also contained suspicions of approaching difficid- 
tiea at Kew Orleans, and was directed to the care of Brother 
Hoffman, Alexandria. My fears for our cause in New Or- 
leans were but too well founded, I have lately received a 
letter from 8, T, Anderson, of that place, from which the 
following extracts are made. "With respeet to the meeting- 
house, he says : 

"When we shall attempt a subscription, as yet remains 
uncertain, and that uncertainty can give way only with the 



HosmoD, Google 



APPENDIX. S9S 

pi'e^ure for money, which is too heavy here to render such 
a measure expedient, 

"We have handed in our petition to the Legislature for 
aa act of incorporation. The bill to be presented does not 
please all of us. At a meeting at Brother Moore's, I was 
appointed to make the draft, the principal provisions of 
which were these : 

" Vesting all the property of eveiy kind, and the minis- 
tration thereof, in the hands of the trustees, and giving 
them power to choose their own officers out of their own 
body. 

"Two absolute negatives by the eldest preacher stationed 
in the city by authority of the Superintendents over sueh 
elections, and a disqualification for six months after of any 
person so rejected. 

"An acknowledgment of the authority of the Conference, 
or general Church, so long as Superintendents are at the 
head of it. 

"At our counting-room this draft received the approba- 
tion of two or three members ; but as it went the rounds, it 
appeared necessary to call a general meeting upon it, which 
Brother Moore did accordingly. I was not present at it. 
But then the two clauses recognizing the authority of the 
Church as noio governed, and that of the Supmtdendents in 
sfationing ike preaeliers, were both stricken out at Brother 
Moore's instance, with some other trifling amendments. The 
bill thus amended was ordered to be copied and handed to 
our friends in the Legislature, together with our petition. 
These changes were not agreeable to some of us, but ac- 
quiesced in for the sake of peace, notwithstanding Brother 
Moore is apprehensive we shall not receive the moneys 
raised for us in the Mississippi Conference." 

At the same time Brother Winans received the original 
draft, with the erasures and amendments inclosed in a letter 
17* 
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from Brother Moore. Frora a former converaation with 
Brother Moore oa the subject, and the face of the letter, 
Brother Wicana thought this course was taken contrary to 
Brother Moore's judgment or desire. You may guess at 
the surprise consequent upon comparing Brother Anderson's 
letter with Brother MOore'a. 

The draft presented to the Legiskture, which is in my 
possession, precludes, every doubt from my mind of their 
intention to establish themselves upon congj'egational prin- 
ciples, independent of our form of government; and for 
this purpose, it would seem, they pushed forward subscrip-. 
tions without our body to secure all they could from 
abroad before their intention was known. 

Brother Moore has communicated nothing to me on this 
subject. I have written to Brother Anderson, and informed 
him that I will not assist them either directly or indirectly 
to build a house on that plan ; that if they should carry 
their design into effect independent of us, I would neither 
receive it as a Methodist meeting-house, nor appoint 
preachers to it ; that the object to which we invited the 
people's liberality, was a Methodist meeting-house in JTew 
Orleans, and that moneys thus obtained could not with pro- 
priety be applied to such a house as they intend to build.. 
I hope you are of the same mind, and will pursue the same 

This in substance Brother Winans communicated to 
Brother Moore three weeks ago by my direction. Since we 
received the above-mentioned letters, he has addressed him 
in opposition to their plan, in a very appropriate and con- 
clusive manner. 

Brother John Eichardson has done the same. 

Brother Moore wrote about the time of Conference, which 
letter I sent on to you. He has written one letter to me 
Mnce, but said nothing of his design to serve the Connec- 
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tion, or of the state of New Orleans, except the prospect of 
his doing much good there. Hence this Conference could 
do but little on that subject — it stands as a station in the 
District without a preacher. 

S. Parker and J. Ivane (who have not come to their 
charges yet) aore appointed to receive and appropriate the 
moneys collecf«d for building in Now Orleans, I would go 
to the place immediately and arrest their proceedings were 
I able, but do not believe I could support under the bur- 
den ; therefore have to submit all lo divine interference (md 
your management. It remains for you to determine whether 
Brother Mooro is to continue in that station, or another to 
be sent to take the charge, I should certainly commit it to 
another if I could, but have no man at my disposal. 

You know how our kind friends in Baltimore and else- 
where have been, imposed on to build such houses in other 
places. I hope you will not suffer it in this case. 

My late affliction has effected me so seriously that I re- 
cover strength but slowly, and apprehend my return to ef- 
fective service is not to be expected shortly, if it should ever 
come to pass ; but this does not afflict me at all. I think I 
am perfectly resigned to my lot, and am willing to see the 
work in which I have been so long engaged, pass to my col- 
leagues. May the Lord he with you, prepare you for use- 
fulness, direct you through difBculties, and support you 
under sufferings ! 

I am now at Brother Winans's. They are well ; so are 
the people in general through the neighborhood. He de- 
sires me to present his respects to you. 

The preachers and people are happily united in this quar- 
ter, but our gratitude and religion do not seem to be in pro- 
portion to our abundant prosperity. 

Yours affectionately, W. McKendkee. 
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METHODIST TRACT SOCIETY. 

In 1819, Joshua Soule and Thomas Mason wore 
the Book Agents of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in New York, and the latter was the Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Methodist Tract So- 
ciety, recently organized. This note is the official 
notifioation of the Bishop's election as President of 
the Society. He was President also of the Mis- 
sionary, the Bihle, and Sunday-school Soeietiea. 
He was the well-known, ardent friend of every 
Christian and benevolent enterprise. 

New York, August 2, 1819. 

Reverend and Deae Sir :— At the last annual meet- 
ing of the New Yoik Methodist Tract Society, it was the 
pleasure of that Society to elect you for their President ; (a 
brother having previously made you a member by the pay- 
raent of the sum required by the constitution ;) and at a 
subsequent meeting of the Board of Managers, it was made 
my duty to address you, and make you acquainted with the 
same. 

We do not suppose, reverend sir, by electing you to the 
presidency of our Society, that wo have added any thing to 
that distinguished honor which you already possess in the 
Church of God, but we desire your patronage in fevor of 
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our infent iriHtitnlioii, and request your influence to pro- 
mote the establishment of auxiliary societies in the diiTer- 
ent sections of our Church which you may pass through in 
your travels, I am also instructed by the Board to desire 
you to communicate any instruction which you may deem 
proper for us, and to forward any tract which you may be 
pleased yourself to write, or to select for publication ; as 
also to suggest proper subjects for tracts. 

In company with this letter, I send you a few copies of 
our Second Annual Beport, by which you will be enabled 
f of what ive have been doing in tiis 



That God may abundantly bless you, and spare you yet 
many years for the benefit of bis Church, is the fervent 
prayer of your afiectionate son in the gospel, 

Thomas Mason, 
Cot. Sec. N. Y. M. T. 8. 
Eev. Bishof McKendree. 



HosmoD, Google 



LETTER FROM ROBERT PAINE TO BKHOP 
McKENDREE. 

In looking over the papers of the Bishop, the 
author found, to his surprise, the letter below, writ- 
ten by him in 1823, and carefully labeled and pre- 
served ; and but for the fact that it serves to illua- 
trate the character of his venerable and beloved 
friend, it would not now be made public. 

During several interviews with the Bishop, he had 
evinced great solicitude to obtain missionaries for 
the Indian tribes, especially for the Cherokees, the 
Chickasaws, and Choctaws. At last he asked me if I 
felt willing to place myself in his hands for that work. 
I replied that I would try to do any ministerial 
work to which he might assign me ; bat in view of 
the state of my health, which had not fully recov- 
ered from a long and dangerous attack during that 
Conference-year, he hesitated after mature reflec- 
tion, and proposed that I should accompany him on 
his tour to the East, and possibly be transferred to 
some of the Atlantic Conferences. To this I made 
no objection, and we were to think of it, and deter- 
mine when he should be about to start. My health 
failing to improve, physicians and friends urgently 
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dissuaded me from tbe labor and exposure incident 
to the tour; and having just published a large and 
expensive pamphlet in vindication of our doctrines, 
and in reply to a very insidious attack by an emi- 
nent Ilopkinsian minister, I found it necessary to 
see to it that the expense of its pnblieatioii should 
be paid in advance, and consequently before I could 
be reimbursed by its sale. 

These facts were given to the Bishop as due to 
him and myself before he should decide, and then 
the result was with him. I did not add what I 
might have said truly, that my charge objected to 
my removal, and be finally yielded to their remon- 
strance and the above facta. 

The next year I had the pleasure of accompany- 
ing him to Baltimore, as already narrated, where 
the General Conference of 1824 was held. 

Tranklin, Januaiy 27, 1S23. 

Deas Bishop : — Instead of going directly to my father's, 
aa I intended to do wlien I parted from you, I have been 
detained here nnti! now, partly by the badness of the roads 
and weather, partly with a desire to preach to my charge, 
but mainly by indisposition, caused by taking a severe cold; 
but if possible, I shall start on in a few days. 

Since I saw and conversed with you, I have reflected ma^ 
turely upon accompanying you immediately to the East; 
and from the dehcafe state of my health, my feebleness, 
and auscoptibility of taking cold, together with the situation 
of my pecuniary affairs — of which I was not fully apprised 
when we conversed — I have concluded that it would he im- 
prudent in me to leave this country immediately, at least 
without apprising you of these facts, I find, from the cold 
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I have taken, and from the fatigue and iveaknesa wMch fol- 
lowed my attempt to preach on yesterday, that I am in a 
more delicate state of health than I was aware of, and not 
by any means so stout as I supposed. I also learn, from a 
conversation with Brother HUI, my pamphlet agent and 
steward, that my pecuniary mattera demand immediate 
attention. In a lctt«r to Brother Douglass, I have proposed 
that I will yet go with you, on condition that he will take 
my business into Ms hands and meet the demands against me ; 
but I am aware of the propriety and force of his objections, 
and am convinced tliat my own attention and exertions are 
necessary. However, if you think that you will be better 
accommodated thereby, I shall feel it a privilege and a 
pleasure to accompany you. But if you can get along as 
well without me, Brother Wynns will certainly go with you 
as fer as KnoxvUle, and even to Lynchburg, if you desire 
it ; and by spring I will try to arrange my matters bo as to 
be able to attend to my Red brethren, if Brothers Douglass 
and Dever adopt the contemplated plan, I shall glory in 
such an enterprise, and exert myself to the utmost of my 
little capacity toward the accomplishment of so laudable an 
end; but if Brother John Hersey can be procured, I should 
say he is the very man for it. 

Be so good as to write to me at Murfreesboro, so that I 
may get the letter by the 1st of February. Brothers Wynns 
and Douglass will be there, aud we wiU make our arrange- 
ments according to the information contained in your letter. 
May the great Head of the Church bless and preserve you 
unto eternal life! I am your son in the gospel, 

Robert Paine. 
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LETTERS FROM T. L. DOUGLASS TO BISHOP 
McKENDEEE. 

The following letter from his intimate friend — 
his "Logan Douglass," whom he named to preach 
hia funeral-sermon iu his last hour — will show the 
condition and views of the Tennessee Conference. 
We omit the list of Appointments, as it can be 
found in the published Minutes, excepting the 
Cherokee Mission. From the number of men ap- 
pointed to this work, it wil! be seen that the earnest 
and long-desired effort to Christianize the Indians 
was at last entered upon in earnest by the Tennes- 
see Conference. The long-cherished wish of the 
good Bishop was now being fulfilled. 

Mendenhall, Iieecmber 7, 1837. 
Veey DEiE Brother: — It has beep several months 
since I received a line from you, and as I could not tell 
where a letter would find you, I have not written to you. 
The evening before I set off to Conference, I heard you had 
been in the neighborhood of Gallatin, and I was willing to 
indulge a hope that we should have your company, until I 
met with Bishop Soule, who informed me you would not be 
with us. He at the same time informed me you intended 
spending the winter among us. Several of our friends have 
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asked me if you will not be at my house, and I [ate the 
privilege of telling them I expect you will. I should he 
glad you could drop me a few liues and aay you will come, 
and the time when we may look for you. Our quarterly- 
meeting ia to be in Franklin the 5th and. 6th of January. 
We should be glad to see you then, and as much longer as 
you are willing to stay. 

Our Confei-ence was held in great peace, love, and har- 
mony of sentiment. I think it was the happiest Conference 
I ever saw in the Western country, as to union and feUow- 
ehip among the preachers. There were but few converts, 
but I think many good impressions were made araong the 
people, and much good done in the establishment of Meth- 
odist doctrines. We admitted 12 preachers on trial, or- 
dained 12 deacons and 7 elders, 7 located, 1 superannuated, 
(Richard Neeley,) and 76 appointed fo the several stations. 

The appointments to the Indian work are as follows: 



CHEROKEE MISSION. 

Fm- MeMahon, Superintendent of Ina 

Will's Valley, Greenherry Garrett. 

Oostahnahla, Turtle Fields, 

Echota, James J. Trott. 

Oocthkellogee, Greenville T. Henderson. 

Creek Path, John B. McFerrin. 

Chatoogaj Allen^ F. Scruggs. 

Salakowa, Dickson C, McLeod. 

The following brethren were elected delegates to the next 
Gieneral Conference: William McMahon, Thomas L. Doug- 
lass, Robert Paioe, Joshua Boucher, John M. Holland, 
Finch P. Scruggs, John Page, James Gwin, and James 
McFerrin. Our next Conference is to be in Murfreesboro, 
December 4, 1828. There has been a little shaking among 
some of our preaehcrs about the old Suspended Resolutions, 
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but witt one exception, perhaps, we ace all nearly straight. 
We were determined to elect no man a delegate who was 
not an Old-hundred. We have seen and read the Address 
of members in Baltimore, and Dr. Bond's Appeal. I have 
been waiting and expecting that God would raise up some 
person to present things to public view in their proper light. 
Our Conference baa taken a firm stand. Our delegation 
are sound, and the most of them old men, the fathers of the 
Church. The Holston Conference are also bringing in the 
old men, (Thomas Wilkerson.) I think if the Radicals 
boast of talent on their side — which I never thought was 
very graceful — they cannot lay claim to ail the age and cicpe- 

If you have A. McCaine's production, Emory's reply to 
him, or any other late work on our government, please to 
bring them with you when you come to see us. 

I have been much afBieted since I saw you, but am in 
health at pi-esent, striving to serve my heavenly Master and 
get to heaven. Eemember me in prayer. Frances wishes 
me to remember her to you, and joins me in wishing you a 
comfortable ride, and we shall both give you a cordial wel- 
come under our roo£ 

As ever, very sincerely yours in Christ, 

Tho. L. Douglass. 



This letter marks an interesting epoch in our 
Church-history in the South-west. The fertile 
region west of the Tennessee River, extending to 
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, and including 
N"orth Alabama and Mississippi, were about to be 
settled. An immense tide of immigrants were 
pouring into West Tennessee, and Mr. Douglass 
bad been appointed to the charge of that work ia 
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connection witli his proper District — the Kashville 
District. He made an exploring tour, and now 
urges the Bishop to send a Presiding Elder tliere. 
The suggestion was acted on, and our preachers 
soon occupied the whole region. The Methodists 
became the most numerous denomination in that 
whole country, and so continue to this day. 

Mention is made in this letter of a young 
preacher who had recently died in Lebanon, Ten- 
nessee, in the full career of popular and useful 
ministerial labors. The name of Sterling Coleman 
Brown still carries a charm in the memory of the 
old Methodists in Tennessee, E"o young preacher 
among them had ever risen so rapidly to notoriety. 
He was the son of Lewis and Cassandra Brown, 
born in Brunswick county, Virginia, emigrated 
with his parents to Giles county, Tennessee, where 
he received a good English education, and some 
knowledge of the Latin and Greek classics. His 
parents were comparatively wealthy, and ho had 
just begun the cultivation of his farm, when, at 
twenty-three years of age, he became converted 
under the ministry of Miles Harper. At once he 
began to exhort, hold prayer and class-meetings, 
and soon evinced a wonderful power to arouse and 
attract the multitude. In person be was tall, lithe, 
and finely formed, with sandy hair, large, bright 
blue eyes, a most expressive countenance, and a 
voice of peculiar pathos. His emotions were deep, 
his gestures emphatic, and he transfused his feel- 
ings into the hearts of his bearers. Crowds fol- 
lowed him, and converts by hundreds were the 
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fruits of his labors. His career was as brief as it 
was brilliant. He fell in his third year. We had 
been schoolmates in boyhood; our families were 
intimately connected by marriage, his only sister 
being my step-mother, and his brother William 
being ray brother-in-law ; and, although he was 
several years my elder, yet we were much in each 
other's company, and our friendship was ardent. 
We were awakened to a sense of the necessity of 
religion about the same time — 1817 — confided our 
impressions to no one but to each other, arid after 
a free and full confession of our feelings, amid the 
solitude and silence of the forest, where our 
Heavenly ]?ather alone witnessed the scene, we 
deliberately shook hands to ratify our solemn 
pledge to each other and to our God, to begin at 
once to seek for pardon, and devote our lives to his 
service. On the next day — October 9th — we both 
professed conversion within five minutes of each 
other, I being by that much the elder Christian. 
He ke^t Ms pledge. We were licensed to preach, 
and joined the Tennessee Conference, at the same 
time. It was my mournful pleasure to wait upon 
him in his last illness, and witness the teat of the 
dying hour in vindication of the genuineness of 
his piety. His parents were Methodists, and his 
mother was a lady of extraordinary intellect and 
piety. He was the elder brother of the Itev, H. II. 
Brown, and the cousin of Governor A, V. Brown, 
of Tennessee., By excessive labor and night ex- 
posure, he brought on a violent attack -of illness, 
which, under the debility thus superinduced, soon 
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ended his eoiirse of almost unparalleled nsefulneas 
and popularity. Hie last words to me were, "If I , 
had a thousand lives, I would spend them all aa an 
itinerant Methodist preacher. Parewell ; I shall 
soon be past the portals of light," 

NaahviUe Disfiiot, Sept 10, 1821. 

Dear Beotheb: — I wrote a few lines by Brother 
Maddin, who expects to attend the Kentucky Conference, 
informing you of his acceptable Btanding and usefnlnesa 
the past year. I also wrote to you by Brother Cor- 
wine, in which I mentioned the subjects of the District 
Confe en and the sitaation of the Forked Deer country. 
I hope J will excuse me for troubling you again. The 
ol t de I feel for the prosperity of Zion is the only 
ap logy I have to offer. I have never commnnieated any 
ntell g n e to you, nor proposed any r^Ailation for adop- 
t h 1 I did not conscientiously believe to be for the 

1 en fit of the work of Gfod ; and with these feelings, I again 
wish to mind you of Forked Deer country. That sec- 
ti n of work calls for peculiar attention — the constant 
attention of a Presiding Elder. If there is a circuit formed 
on Sandy, as I expect there is, Beech River and Forked 
Deer Grcuits will mate three already formed. These ought 
at least to have one preacher on each of them, and two 
more ought to be sent aa missionariee to form new circuits. 
The country is rapidly settling; numbers of our members 
are moving there from this District and from Carolina, and 
the Presbyterians who settled there apply to our preachers . 
for preaching; and as they do not settle so as to form 
neighborhoods among themselves, we shall gather most of 
them who wish to enjoy religious privileges. 

If Dover and Dickson Circuits can be attaclied to this 
Conference, then add Swan and Buffalo, and you will iiave 
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seven circuits, wMch may be called Lower Tennessee Dis- 
trict, or any other name you please to give it. Should 
there be any difficulty about any of the preachers from 
Kentucky Conference coming with I>over and Dickson, we 
shall be able in this Conference, I hope, to supply them. I 
hope to carry at least a dozen young preachers to Confer- 
ence far admission into the traveling connection— «ome of 
our last year's converts. 

Our beloved Sterling C, Brown has finished his work in 
this world— he fell a martyr to excessive labor. He died 
in Lebanon, at the house of Dr. Frazer, August 10th, with 
his confidence strong in God. 

Our camp-meetings are going on — we have had about 
three hundred converts, and are looking for much greater 
times at the four remaining meetings. 

I have had some sickness, the effect of fatigue. My leg 
remains very weak, particularly in the knee, which was 
considerably injured. I can walk tolerably well on level 
ground ; when the ground is rough or broken, I get along 
with great difficulty; and riding much is very painful. 
My visit to Forked Deer was more than I ought to have 
attempted. I have not been able to visit either Caney Fork 
or Buffalo. I have had to serve them by proxy. Some- 
times I think a little rest might bo useful to me. Of this, 
however, I shall be able to judge better about the time of 
our Conference. 

Praying that the Lord may abundantly bless and pros- 
per his work under your care, I remain, as ever, yours in 
the Lord, Tho. L. Douglass. 
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LETTER FROM THE REV. IRA ELLIS TO 
BISHOP McKENDREE. 

Ira Ellis was among our early and usefal preach- 
ers in Virginia. In 1783 he was admitted on trial. 
Ill 1791 he had charge of a District, traveled many 
years, late in life located, and removed with his 
family to Kentucky some time after the date of this 
letter, and his remains repose there. 

The following autographic letter was written in 
good style, and was neatly executed. It exhibits in 
its matter, its tone, and temper, a sensible mind, a 
loving and cheerful heart, and a strong attachment 
to his Church. The picture is morally beautiful — 
an aged and revered old preacher, surrounded by a 
pious and loving family, still at work for God, 
cheerfully and hopefully trusting his all to him ! 

Franklin Circuit, Pittsylvania C. H., Feb. 2, 1827. 

Dear Brother : — For some time I have had tiioiighta 
of writing to you, but questioned whether the time you 
would spend in reading it would not be worth more than 
the letter; be that as it may, I have determined to say 
something, and should be glad it was in my power to in- 
form you of any thing pleasing and profitable. 

Through mercy I am generally able to keep up, but fre- 
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r[ueatly subject to complaints and infirmities, to wLIch most 
men are subject, especially in the decline of life. My 
memory fails me a good deal, especially about thiugs of 
recent date, and all the powers of the mind are enfeebled. 
My strength also &ils me — I can bear hut littlp exercise 
without fatigue, I can scarcely sing at all ; my voice is 
weak, and my teeth nearly all gone. My sphere of action 
is cjuite contracted, and I am very fond of home. My sight 
is still good, so that I can read the smallest piint on a fair 
day without glasses. From these and such like things I 
try to learn a profitable lesson, and receive warning that 
my decaying tabernacle wHl shortly Sill. O may I be 
found ready ! In the midst of all, my dull heart is too 
backward, and I am too slow to believe and realize the 
precious promises. I still feel like trying to get safe out of 
the world, and would not exchange my hope and prospects 
for a world ! 

My wife keeps up, but is very feeble; her health, with 
her flesh and strength, appear to decline. 

My children and their families are well as far as I know, 
and I have pleasure in them. 

I still try to preach some, but prospects hereabouts are 
unpromising. 

I have been begging (by subscription) money to build a 
Methodist meeting-house a few hundred yards from the 
court-house, but have at times been ready to give it up, but 
have at length determined to build. The house is let at 
$274^ — the hall, floor, doors, and window-shutters. This is 
a little more than the subscription. The house is to be 
twenty-four by thirty feet, framed, floors and weather-board- 
ing dressed. Myself and sou have undertaken it, and are 
bound to make good any deficiency. It is intended : 1. 
As a house for public worship. 2. A school-house. 3. To 
get a Sunday-school established there if we can. We hope 

VOL. II.— 18 
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the house will be fit for sumnie!-. I think if we hai! a 
Nolly, or some one like-mimled, the ensuing year, who 
would make exertions for Sunday-schools, we might prob- 
ably get one on foot. 

I am sorry to learn that there are a number among both 
traveling and local preachers who wish to subvert parts of 
our Diseipiine, and introduce dangerous, and, I fear, de- 
structive innovations in our Church. They ought at least 
to show us a better plan before we give up the present. If 
they cannot do this, would it not be best to advise all 
preachers and people who are dissatisfied with us, to go 
and do better — to let us alone, and only give us notice that 
they do not want us on our long-tried plan, and the travel- 
ing preachers will quietly withdraw, and go and serve those 
who want them. This was the mode pursued in 1793-4 
between James Hiver and Roanoke, and answered a very 
good pmpose. They talk of "mutual rights," and if they 
would add, "mutual labors," it would do; but for local 
preachers to govern the traveling preachers, would be big 
with much evil. Who among them will go to Asia, to Africa, 
to the ends of the earth, and desire and seek nothing but 
God and souls, and unweariedly do and suffer among the 
heathens, and among the Indians, what many are now 
doing? This the traveling preachers are welcome to. I 
should be loth to be one that threw obstacles in their way ; 
rather I would wish to be among those who would act as 
auxiliaries, and hold up ratter than weaken their hands. I 
do not think, upon mature deliberation, that we have a 
great deal to fear. Their views, their motives, and their 
interests, will clash ; and I have a better opinion of the 
judgment and piety of our members than to think they 
■will barter the traveling for a settled ministry, especially 
when they will have to give hoot Let us trust God with 
his (;wn cause, and he will take care of his people. If any 
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traveling or local preacher is dissatisfied, there are the Bap- 
tists, the Presbyterians, the Episcopalians, etc., ready to 
receive them — let them go in peace ; or if they can raise a. 
Church of their own, be it so, only let them not rend the 
Church that has been their musing mother from their in- 
fancy, and to which, under God, they are indebted for all 
they are or have as ministers. 

Perhaps I have said enough — may be too much. I would 
hope the best. 

I hope God will preside in the Conference, that harmony 
may prevail, and the stations be of divine appointment. 

I see many good accounts in the Advocate, I want to 
see and feel a revival here before I die. 

When you are at leisure, let me hear from you. Pray 
for your old friend and feilow-laborer in the gospel of 
Christ, Ira Ellis. 
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BISHOP McKENDREE'S REPLY TO BISHOP 
GEORGE'S STEIGTTJEES UPON HIS VIEWS 
OF THE SUSPENDED RESOLUTIONS. 

This letter was in answer to the criticisms of 
Eiahop George upon Bishop McKendree's objections 
to the Suspended Resolutions, as unconstitutional. 
We have already had occasion to advert several 
times to a difference of opinion between these 
equally good and true men upon this subject — a 
difference no doubt honestly entertained by both, 
and which involved neither mutual affection nor 
confidence in each other's piety and integrity. "We 
insert it that our preachers and people may fully 
comprehend the question. It was the question of 
the day; and although that day seems to have 
passed away, and that question received its quietus, 
yet the same old issues may return to disturb the 
Church again. 

Dear Bishop :— Yours of January 30th wa'i duly re- 
ceived, and its contents paiticularly attended to Your re- 
marks on responsibility, tlie improvement of oui system 
of government, and the constitution will be tbe subject 
of my observations, 

I consider the responsibility of a General Superintend- 
ent in our Church, (Presiding Elder, or any other preacher 
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in charge, as an officer,) and his being " responsible" for 
the acts and deeds of all the preachers under his care, as 
ideas so clearly distinct as almost to exclude the necessity 
of showing the difference; and I assure you, when I speak 
of the former, I do not embrace the latter. I cannot think 
tliat when you thoroughly examine my letter you will find 
these ideas are so connected. If they are, I acknowledge it 
is an error, and was never by me designed to be conveyed. 

The case respecting Bishop Roberts, which you intro- 
duced, shall illustrate my view of this subject. If our 
rules were properly administered, you would have no 
ground to say, "If sins were legitimately imputed to 
Bishop Roberts, then all the blunders of four years may 
be imputed to him and myself." In the trial of that case, 
the Bishop, or some member of the Annual Conference, 
1 11 h charged Brother P. with neglect of his duty 
a. p ted t in the 7th answer to the 2d question, 6th sec- 
t n th duty of Presiding Elders. Then if, upon ex- 

t n h was found guilty and condemned, he must 
la g n atiafaction, or been punished. But suppose 
tl Cont n e had acquitted him, in defiance of rule and 
discipline; then let the Superintendent, by viitue of his 
controlling authority, remove him from office as Piesiding 
Elder, and put some one in his place who would enforce 
the rules of the General Conference. But if the Bishop 
should, by encouragement or by connivance, suSer the au 
thority of the General Conference to be disregarded and 
the discipline of the Church to become a perfect nullity, in 
this way, let him be tried by the General Conference, and 
suitably punished — ^not for "G. P.'s sins," nor "for the acta 
and deeds of others," but for the neglect of his duty. In 
this way, my brother, I think that the "Bishops, the preach- 
ers, and people would keep out of difficulties, and such mis- 
diievous Presiding Elders would be otlierwise employed." 
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That the Presiding Eldera, aa well as other preachers in 
charge, are amenable to the Annual Conferences, suf- 
ficiently appears from the fiict of the examination of their 
eharactei-3 before that body. I recollect no expression in 
the Suspended Evolutions, which you seem to think will an- 
swer liiis important purpose, that is more clearly expressive 
of their accountability to the Annual Conference than the 
present form of our discipline makes them. 

But if, instead of this, your system of an "identified re- 
sponsibility attached to every oificer, and an identified tri- 
bunal at which all those officers are to answer for their 
administration ," were established, there the business would 
end, unless the condemned ofScer, whether Presiding Elder 
or other officer, should be allowed an appeal to the General 
Conference, as in other cases of Episcopal decision. If 
such appeal could not be made, of course the Genera! Con- 
ference would iose their legal control of the administration. 
But this plan, as I understand it, would involve a pretty 
general revolution in our system, 

I have no objection to the improvement of our system of 
government ; only let it be done consistently with its funda- 
mental principles, and then I submit Nor do I consider it 
difficult to obtain improvements according to our system. 
On this sentiment, if the Lord permit, I may give as ample 
proof as the most vociferous among us have done; and I 
pray for grace to do it in a way more becoming the religion 
we profess, and the relation we bear to each other, than 
that which you and I have seen exhibited, to the grief of 
our souls. 

In order, my dear brother, to compare ideas, if happily 
we might harmonize in our gi'cat work, I laid my views of 
our constitution and system of government before you, and 
waited in expectation of such corrections as might tend to 
compose existing difficulties. But whUe you tell me of the 
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ruinoTia effects of "rigorous constructions, ambignous prem- 
ises, confusion in conclusions," etc., you neither point out 
error ia my construction nor present me with one more fa- 
vorable to our situation. Thus I have hitherto been left 
Then by some I have been set up as a mark to be shot at — 
as loving unbounded power, dividing the Church, etc, — and 
all this for not seeing what none will show me, or for not 
submitting to their opinions without due consideration; yet 
the javelins aud arrows of death, whether from seen or un- 
seen agents, go on this side and that side, or may return 
front whence they came, for any thing they have to do mth 
me. The Lord is Judge, and the righteous Judge will give 
righteous jugdment. 

However, if yon did not assist me in the expected con- 
structions, you have favored me witli an illustration which 
I presume you intended should answer all the purposes. 
In reference to my remarks on the Suspended Resolutions, 
■which I think bear a close connection with the foregoing 
view of the system of government, you say, "I am really 
astonished at the idea of yourself and others, in saying the 
principle is ceded, and the constitution may be mined. 
This to me is mystery all over. It appears to me there 
would be just as much propriety in saying that because a 
man had obtained liberty to take a twig or a graft from hia 
neighbor's tree, he tlien, by virtue of that liberty or grant, 
had a right to cut down the tree and take the stock, roots, 
branches, and all away. Ambiguity in our principles 
leads to ambiguity in our conclusions; and if there is not 
mysterious ambiguity in saying a tree is ruined because it 
is pruned, and one or two superfluous limbs taken away, 
I am uncommonly bewildered," etc. I am prepared to sub- 
mit my opinion, as it relates to the utility of the change, to 
the voice of the General Conference. Only show me that 
d General Conference were as fully authorized 
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to mate the change as the man in your figure waa to take 
a graft from his neighbor's tree, and my objections immedi- 
ately cease. But, my brother, of whom was this liberty 
obtained? Of the preachers collectively? or of the Super- 
intendents? or of the majority of their own body? It is 
presumed that liberty to make this change was neither " ob- 
tained" nor asked of their constituents; and I do not con- 
sider the Superintendents invested with authority to grant 
Buch "liberty." TJie liberty therefore must be granted by 
the delegated Conference. But this I must consider an 
assumption of power.* 

You say, "The power ceded in tlie resolution as an ab- 
stract principle is, comparatively speaking, almost a nonen- 
tity," By considering the power abstractly, which you 
admit is ceded in the resolution, you seem to exclude every 
idea but that of ite lessening the power of the Superintend- 
ents, But it is evident that the very same act equally re- 
spects that power and the form of discipline by which that 
power is conferred and supported — that it necessarily ef- 
fects one of the restrictions on the powers of the delegated 
Conference; and this is what I emphatically call the prin- 
eiple. Therefore, it cannot be fairly reduced to your ab- 
street pritrdple of reasoning. In this way you reduce a 
subject of the utmost importance, in my estimation, to "al- 
most a nonentity." Were I to disunite ideas so inseparably 
connected, and were you to say, "Mysterious ambiguityl 
mystery all over!" I really think I should stand corrected. 

To me it still appears evident that the six restrictions on 
the powers of the delegated Gfeneral Conference are equally 
binding on every class of restricted topics; that if the dele- 

*ThiB sentiment was oonfirined by a oonaiderabla number who, 
from a disposition of accommodation, voted for fclie change, not ao 
rainut«ly examining its bearings, but wbo, upon more minute reflec- 
tion, saw their error and voted for its snsponaion. 
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gate! General Conference have a legitimate right to alter 
one, they may, in the exercise of that right, alter any or all 
of them, and so ruin the constitution in toto. 

"Were you, my hrother, deliberately to reflect on the suh- 
ject, as it respects the power of the General Conference, and 
how that power might affect our ayatem of government, you 
might hesitate in saying, " I am really astonished at the 
idea of yourself and others, in saying the principle is ceded, 
and the constitution may be ruined: this to me is mystery 
all over" — and be able in some good degree to see "why 
it is that, after understanding each other so long, we should 
now saU abruptly to opposite points," and possibly admit 
tliat this tree ought not to be pruned until they have ob- 
tained liberty to do so. 

I hope you will receive my assurance that if you should 
think any expression too hard, or of improper bearings, it 
is by no means designed ; and that I intend no harm to the 
Church or to any individual — much less to you — on these 



Yours affectionately, eto., AV. McKendreb. 

Raleigli, Fobniary 27, 1821. 
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BISHOP McKEKDREE'S PAPERS COMMITTED 
TO JOSHUA SOULE, DE. WILKINS, AND T. 
L. DOUGLASS. 

It appears from the following letter, written — 
as we suppose — to the Rev, Thos. L. Douglasa, that 
Bishop MeKendrcQ made provisional arrangement 
for such a use of his papers as may promote the 
cause of righteousness and truth, by leaving them 
to J. Soule, Dr. "Wilklns, and T. L. Douglass, to be 
published at their discretion. 

Er, Wilbins's, May 5, 1823. 

Dear Beotheel— At my advanced age, atwompanied 
with many infirmities, it becomes me to do all things with 
a more direct reference to the close of my pilgrimage than 
at a period when youth and strength afforded a prospect of 
a longer stay. 

I am now ready to leave Baltimore to visit the Western 
frontiers, especially the Indian Mission. It may please the 
Ijord to preserve me to visit the Atlantic States again, or to 
finish my course on the other side of the mountain. My 
business is to be ready. 

In traveling through the United States, in that departs 
ment of the work which has fallen to me, papers of varioua 
characters have accumulated upon my hands. I have 
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ibund it impracticable to carry them with me, and have 
therefore deposited them in a trunk, Tthich I leave i\ith my 
old friend Dr. WilMns. Considering it a po-aible case that 
events may transpire in my absence, in which access to 
those papers may be expedient, I tliink it impioper for me 
to make them absolutely inaccessible, I therefore author 
ize you, joiatly with my friends Dr. Wilkins and Joshua 
Soule, to examiue those papers at your discretion, and to 
refer to them, if in your judgment it becomea necessary for 
the correction of error, or for the good of the GhurLb , and 
in such a case, to make any use of tliem which you may 
think necessary. It is my desire that they may never be 
used, either before or after my death, for any other pur- 
pose than that of promoting the cause of truth and right- 
eousness; and when and how this may be done, you will be 
most competent to judge. 
Yours in love, W. McKendkee. 
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LETTERS PEOM JOSHUA SOULE TO BISHOP 
McKENDREE. 

Such had been the state of Mr. Scale's health 
for some time that we have seen Bishop McEen- 
dree's anxiety for his transfer from New York to 
a more southern latitude. Asthma and rheuma- 
tism threatened his usefulness, if not his life. He 
came to Baltimore as a transfer in April, 1822, and 
at once entered earnestly upon his laborious duties, 
which were rather too onerous for his strength. 
Gradually, hoM'ovcr, he recovered his health, and 
became a blessing to the city of Baltimore and to 
the Conference, He was at the time this letter was 
written a Bishop elect, having been elected in 1820, 
but had declined ordination in view of his oppo- 
sition to the Suspended Resolutions. The "con- 
troversy" alluded to in this letter was about these 
resolutions.. The Church in Baltimore and the Con- 
ference seemed to be resting on a volcano, which 
threatened the unity and safety of Methodism. 
Happily, Mr. Soule went there, and his influence 
was exerted with highly conservative effect. His 
old friend, Stephen George Eoszel, had charga of 
the District. 
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Baltimore, Aug. 28, 1S22. 

Deak Bishop: — I have hitherto neglected to write to 
you, not knowing where to meet you; but assured that you 
■would be at the Ohio Conference, I write to meet you 
there. Nothing very important has transpired in this city 
since you left here. It is believed that the state of the 
Society is somewhat improved, and many of the most sub- 
stantial members are greatly encouraged in expectation of 
better days. But there is much to be done lieibre the state 
of things can be considered really prosperous, and it re- 
quires time as well as labor to accomplish it. 

Your letter, written to the Bisliops while in New York, 
is in my possession. I found it, after you left the city, 
with other papers which you put into my hands for safe 
]<;eeping — I shall preserve it, with all others, subject to yuur 
order, 

I have heard very little relative to the subject of the con- 
troversy since I came hither. I have met many of the 
preachers in town and at two camp-meetings — have been 
received with great cordiality and apparent respect. Pru- 
dence seems to require that at present I should say but lit- 
tle. My sentiments are known, and I apprehend no man 
expects me to change them. I shall strive amid all cir- 
cumstances to maintain that course of prudence, firmness, 
and dignity, on which I hope to Inok book with a conscioua- 
nc'is of rectitude and satfefa«tion from every future period 
of my life. Having iixed 'prindpUa, the intervention of 
casual circumstances cannot divert me from my course. 
Eetraction must be the result of conviction, and that con- 
viction must be that my principles are wrong. 

Your friends here are generally in usual liealth. Old 
Father Wilkins has been very ill, and was not expecte^l to 
survive ; but he has so far recovered as to be able to visit 
his children and the house of God. In Ms sickness he ap- 
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peared like an ancient patriarcli, waiting with perfect resig- 
nation and triimiph to see tlie salvation of God. Dear Sis- 
ter Wiltins is still a patient, but great sufferer, under her 
old affliction. The rest of tiie family are well. 

Dr. Baker has been very ill — ^life despaired of— but is 
now convalescent. 

My health is a good deal as it has been for some years. 
I have been preaching three times a day on the Sabbath 
ever since you left us : this has for the two last Sabbaths 
affected my breast considerably. Many of my friends have 
remonstrated against this course, but I know not under 
present circumstances how to avoid it If I preach but 
twice a day, I cannot satisfy the white congregations with- 
out neglecting the colored people more than I feel myself 
at liberty to do. I have entirely dispensed with ordinary 
visiting, attending particularly to the sick, the poor, and 
such as require official duties. What will be the result of 
my coming to Baltimore I cannot tell, but my fervent 
prayer to the Father of mercies is that it may not be in 

O my dear Bishop, I fear the glory has in a consider- 
able degree departed from us ! Men's minds have been so 
much enga^;ed in forming schemes of revolution, that the 
weightier matters have been too much neglected. In many 
instances plana have been made by our ministers for a 
future livelihood, which have necessarily embraced studies 
foreign ftom the work of the Christian ministry. These 
studies have, in a greater or less degree, abated that 
holy and fervent zeal, without which, it is to be feared, 
our preaching will be as "sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal," 

May the Lord revive us by the abundant outpouring of 
his Holy Spirit ! 

Yours most sincerely, Joshua Soulb. 
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SECESSION OF THE EETHELITES, OK AFRICAN METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The following letter, although a long one, is in- 
teresting, and replete in some parts with historic 
interest. It shows how the dissatisfaction which 
had for some time existed between the colored peo- 
ple in the North and the white preachers finally 
culminated in the secession of the former from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and is of special in- 
terest to Southern Methodists at this time, when 
we, under very different circumstances, and iu a 
very different manner from the case here referred 
to, are ahout to organize a separate colored Church. 
"Whether the colored people in the South possess 
sufficient organizing and administratiye ability to 
found and perpetuate a proper system of Church- 
government, including doctrines and discipline, 
without the cooperation of the white race, and to 
prevent subdivisions and disaffections among them- 
selves, is a problem which, in the judgment of 
many, remains to he solved. But the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, has undertaken the task, 
and every friend to humanity must desire it may 
prove successful. Confidence in the ultimate suc- 
cess of this attempt will be greatly strengthened, if, 
in forming themselves into a separate organization, 
they shall be so impressed with a conviction of their 
need of advice and assistance as to induce them to 
continue so to seek the patronage and counsels of 
their white friends as to avail themselves of the aid 
they might thus find. In the meantime, education 
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and the proper exercise of their rights as freedmen 
will gradually prepare them to take upon theni- 
8 elves full authority, and manage their aflairs 
at their discretion. It is the decided opinion of the 
author, that their unity, safety, and prosperity would 
he greatly promoted by a temporary continuance 
of the supervision of their white friends ; and so 
believing, and feeling a deep interest in their wel- 
fare, he can but look forward with high concern to 
their initial proceedings. 

Dear Bishop: — The continual pressure of business 
since my return from the Conference at Troy, connected 
■with my feeble state of health, has prevented my ■writing 
till now. I have much to say to you, but scarcely know 
■where to begin. You were informed of the course pursued 
by the Philadelphia Conference in reference to a Memorial 
of the Africans in New York, Philadelphia, and other 
places, praying for the patronage of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, These Africans had broken off from the 
Church, and formed themselves into an independent body, 
under a dislinct and different title, having, at the same time, 
adopted and published a form of ecclesiastical government, 
in which they secure to themselves, independently of the 
Genera] Conference and the Bishops of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the exclusive right to all kgidcdive and 
executive power. But notwithstanding this extraordinary 
posiHon of the colored people, the Philadelphia 
pa^ed sundry resolutions recommending it to the I 
to recognize their Conference (about to be held in the city 
of New York) by presiding officially eithei in person or by 
proxy, and to ordain such as might be chosen by them to the 
office of deacon or elder. I confess I was not a little s\ 
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whenlread tliecommunieatiort containing the r^olntioas of 
the Philadelphia Conference, but that surprise was increased 
wiien I understood from unquestionable authority that 
Bishop George had called the Africans in this city together, 
and read to them the resolutions of the Philadelphia Con- 
ference, and at the same time encouraged them to expect 
patronage till this was done, iefore the sitting of the New 
York Conference; although a provision 
tion from the PhOadelphia Conference Ii 
eurrence of the New York Conference 
to carry the resolutions info effect When the Memorial 
was presented to the New York Cooference, it was com- 
mitted, and in a report which was accepted by the Confer- 
ence, it was conceded that the African Conference could not 
be constitutionally organized by any number of Annual 
Conferences; and although provision is made in special 
cases for the organization of a Conference in the interval 
of the General Conference, it was believed that the Africans 
could not be embraced in that provision. It was therefore 
thought to be inexpedient for one of our Bishops to preside 
in tbe Conference, or to ordain any deacon or elder elected 
by them. At the same time it was resolved that if the 
African brethren would agree to be subject in common 
with the white members to the order and discipline of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in such ease, under the pres- 
ent existing circumstances, it would be advisable for such 
preachers of color as were regularly constituted, to be ap- 
pointed to take charge of them until the next General 
Conference. 

When the course of the New York Conference was eom- 
municated to them, their disappointment was very great, 
and they expressed much surprise that the Bishop and 
Philadelphia Conference should not know what was consti- 
tutional, and that they should recommend to them s. course 



HosmoD, Google 



420 APPENDIX. 

wliich could not be covered by ibe proper authority of the 
goverument. Under these considerations, they passed a 
resolution to abide by the instruction of the Philadelphia 
Conference. I verily believe they would unanimously have 
given up their discipline and returned to their former 
standing, had it not been for the resolutions of the Philar 
delphia Conferenca They appear to tremble at every step 
they take, and fear lest they should pursue some course 
which would place them in such a, situation as to foifeit the 
patronage of the white societies. 

Our Conference, all things considered, was much more 
favorable than I had feared: The Doctor's* character 
passed without any arrest or unfriendly remaiks, and 
although they considered him in common with other 
claimants, and made their appropriations accoidingly, yet 
the Doctor received 850 from the moneys appropriated to 
missionary purposes, with which, however small it was, he 
appeared to be satisfied and pleased. Immediately after 
our return from Conference, I communicated to him your 
instructions relative to the |50 loaned him last year. He 
seemed to be almost overcome with a sense of gratitude and 
obligation. He rec^uested and obtained a supernumerary 
relation. 

With respect to Mr Stdlwell and his party, I think they 
have seen already tbe zenith of their prosperity and glory 
in this city; and if no untore'seen occurrence proves aux- 
iliary to their success, I apprehend they will appear to great 
disadvantage before the close of the year. All my move- 
ments toward them tend to this— -ifi; them alone. If they 
are left to navigate their own ship steer by their own com- 
pass, and determine their latitude by their own quadrant, I 
have no doubt of the isiue The case of poor Crawford 
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was so fer admitted to a reheariug at the Conference aa to 
have a Committee appointed to hear and examine any evi- 
dence which might have transpired suhsequent to the trial 
at the previous Conference' the evidence was heard re- 
ptehC aUdmn T 



n mpto teh d ^. d 

m h b h Co m 

adered as an extraordinary circumstance, I think it proper 
that you should understand the ground on which I favored 
such a course I considered that Crawford had it in his 
power to invoHe iia m very aerioiis difficulties, if such a 
hearing of his evidence was denied. Crawford was able to 
prove, by the most unquestionable teatimony, that the 
President of the Conference where hie trial was had, subse- 
quently to that trial, said, that all the evidence ow iAe trial 
was "ex parte" evidenee; that it was a premature trial, and a 
hurried ease. I had heard the President make these re- 
marks, and I knew that Crawford designed to make all the 
use of them that he could in case the Conference should 
refuse to hear him. It is easily perceived that it would be 
highly improper to introduce these conaiderations before the 
Conference. I therefore, in the first instance, stated them 
to the Bishop, in the most open and simple manner, with a 
view of the advantages -which might be taken, and the uses 
which might be made of such observations from liim. The 
Bishop felt the force of the remarks. Desiring to be out 
of eight aa much as possible, and still to prevent mischief 
and reproach, I gave my view of the subject to two or three 
whom I knew to be the decided friends of the Bishop, and 
whose simple word without argument would probably decide 
the case, and thus it was. 

Having, aa far as my feeble state of health and liio un- 
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ceasing pressure of business would admit, taken into con- 
sideration the subject of your letter relative to a course 
with the Suspended Eesolutions of the General Conference, 
I am inclined to tavor your view of the subject. Bringing 
the subject before the Conferences in the way you proposed, 
will necessarily develop the principle involved in the con- 
troversy, and bring it before the whale body of the ministry 
ibr invesljgation. This, I think, is a desirable object, for 
as yet the merits of the question have been but very par- 
tially understood; and the more I become acquainted with 
the views of the preachers in this part of the work, the 
more fully am I persuaded that the change contemplated 
by the resolutions will not be as popular aa many of its 
friends suppose. Indeed, it appears to me that I perceive 
an inclination on the part of some of ite most decided ad- 
vocates to let it fall asleep This, however has only deter- 
mined my mind more fully as to the fitness of the com se you 
piopo^e to tike I find Bishop George ^eiy considerably 
ilaimed (and I do not legiet it) in his ippiehensiuns of 
whit may be the result. He has spoken and written to 
thcic who have appealed the most zoalous supporters of the 
chinge and the burden seems to be entreaty not to pursue 
measures which may teiminate m the sepiiation ot the 
body I conveised mth the Bishr p at the la^t Biltimore 
Conference plainly but respeettnlly I assured him that 
whateve I s v ens f the bje t m ght be t was not to 1 e 
sujiosedthat nenwhohadse / e tafljemh aced o r sys 
ten f th ng^ and wi h'wl ak nto ?/ant ce Ijaixp 
po ted tl at sjsten f many -yea s oull ta n ly g ve it 
up nd that t is not very g ateful to the feebngs of 
such nen to have the op n nns and the r a m nts 
t ate 1 Tith pe -feet md fleren e an 1 co ten pt j ei n erely 
1 if d at 

In hnnging the subject before the Annual Conferences) 
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the leal sentiments of thee who have supported the resolu- 
tion will probably be developed, and we shall more fuUy 
understand each other As tar as the Confercncea act upon 
It in refeience to tht constitution, their acts will be an ac- 
knowledgmfut of the authority and obligation of the con- 
stitution, and will, so tar, put that question to rest, both 
with the preiLhers and people. 

Thih 11 a very desirable object; for while doubts exist 
with respect to tho constitution itself, (I mean relative to 
its vahddy^ all must be in an unsettled state. 

If the course should result in an acknowledgment of the 
unconstitutionality of the resolutions on the part of the 
Annual Conferences, two important objects wiU be accom- 
plished: first, the validity of the constitution will be estab- 
lished ; ' and secondly, a barrier will be raised against future 
encroachments on the Episcopal prerogatives, and conse- 
quently a point will be fixed where the minds of our 
preachers and people may rest in confidence and quietude. 
Nothing is more painful than uncertainty and doubt with 
reference to subjects of the deepest interest to us, I there- 
fore conceive it to be of the utmost importance that we 
determine our landmarks, and that.they never be removed, 
except under the existence of extraordinary and imperious 
circumstances. 

Should a gracious Providence preserve you to visit the 
Conferences again, my ardent desire is that you may see a 
more happy state of things. 

I was authorized hy a Jate meeting of the Board of Man- 
agers of the Missionary Society to report to the Bishops 
that there was |3,000 in the treasury, for which they were 
at liberty to draw on the Treasurer. One hundred dollars 
has been since paid to the order of Bishop Geoi^e, leav- 
ing the sum of $2,900 subject at present to '. 
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In consequence of my feeble state of health through the 
last winter, I was unable to be out evenings, and conse- 
quently could not attend the sales of books. I spoke to 
Brother Hyer concerning the apples for your fiieuds in tlie 
Mississippi, and he and others assured roe that it would be 
extremely difieult, not to say impossible, to get them to the 
persons in a sound state; and even if it could be done, the 
expense would be very considerable, so that it was thought 
very improper to attempt to forward them. I have there- 
fore laid out no money for you. I received 820 as your 
dividend from the New York Conferooce, which I here 
iuclosa I also inclose 8100 from the Book Concern, 
awarded by the Committee for your extra expense. The 
Committee would ■ be very glad to receive any information 
from you relative to your situation, and I think tliere is a 
disposition to meet the case of your affliction. 

The documents on Indian affairs were committed, and 
after a very elaborate investigation, the Committee reported 
in favor of presenting a Memorial to the Congress, in con- 
formity to the form of a petition which you forwarded. A 
draft of the Memorial was drawn up and laid before the 
Conference, but as the session was far advanced before this 
business was reported, it was thought proper to refer the 
draft of the Memorial to a special committee, with discre- 
tionary powers to alter or amend, as may be thought proper. 
Each Presiding Elder is to be furnished with a copy for the 
purpose of obtaining subscribers. It is not, however, con- 
templated to take a promiscuous multitude of signatures, 
but rather a selection of names which may command re- 
spect. It is to be lamented that there is a policy in exists 
ence which, if succeBsful, will defeat the object of missions 
among the Indians in a very great degree. The toleration 
of a common and indiscriminate trade among them will 
bind them to a savage life, coiTupt their morals, and pro- 
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duce private and national quarrels. By these means, the 
measures adopted for their instruction and improvement 
■will be frustrated, all attempts to introduce and establish 
the arts of civilization and the habits of social life will be 
in vain, the hopes of the inissionary will be blasted, and his 
life jeopardized. 

If our National Government will so far interfere as to 
prohibit this ruinous traffic, and extend protection to those 
who may be disposed to esert themselves to bring the In- 
dians to be civil and religious beings, a field will be opened 
into which the Christian minister should rejoice to enter. 
To talk of missions abroad while so many waadering tribes 
of untaught men people the vast forests of our own conti- 
nent, is nugatory. Vast multitudes of these savage beings 
are within the geographical limits of the United States, 
and are on terms of amity and friendship with the govern- 
ment; but still they are strangers to Giod— they are des- 
titute of the Scriptures— -they know not the joyful sound of 
the gofpel — they sit in darkness and in tlie shadow of death 
— thej worship tliey know not what 

Whenever I lefleet on the situation of these oiij,inal 
propnetor« of American foil I am surpii el that thej 
have been neglected ^o long "We are de plj in debt fo 
them and it is hi^^b time wc weie exeitmg our ehe^> to di= 
charge the debt. May the gieat Head of the Church smile 
on our feeble efforts, and succeed the labor of our hands! 
Yours most sincerely, Joshua Soule, 

Now York, July 5, 1821. 

Baltimore, September 29, 1823. 
Deae Bishop: — The particular object of this letter ia to 
communicate to you the afflictive dispensation of Provi- 
dence with which we have been visited in the loss of our 
Presiding Elder. Brother Fechtig departed this life last 
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Thursday, at three o'clock in the evening, in G 
D. C, thus leaving the District destitute of a proper officer 
in the administratjoii. The Church must feel the loss. He 
is called away in the morning of life, of usefulness, and of 
promise. But the waya of God, though mysterious, are 
wise and jiisL 

A number of the preachers on the District have been 
much afflicted with sickness. MeCann, Hamilton, Hinkle, 
and Steir have all been confined with fever, and some of 
them hung in doubtful suspense between time and eternity, 
but as &r as I know, are at present convalescent It will, I 
think, be necessary for you to supply the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the death of Brother Fechtig, You are probably 
better acquainted with the situation of the Distriet than I 
am, as it relates to men and things. I shall not even pre- 
tend to nominate. We have been mercifully preserved in 
the city from severe affliction among the preachers, although 
Brother Davis has been but feeble, and in consequence of 
the dangerous illness of his, father and family, and other 
causes, he has been considerably absent from the station. 
Brother Kennerly is now in Virginia. You have probably 
heard of the death of our old friend Wilkins, and Father 
Hi^rty. They have both fallen asleep in a good old age, 
ripened, it is believed, for the glorious harvest. 

Brother Emory was in town yesterday, and intends re- 
moving his family here next week : his health is consider- ' 
ably improved, but his famQy are very much afflicted. Dr. 
Watters, President of the College on the Eastern Shore, has 
established a seminary in the city, and will remove here 
with his family in October. 

We have just received letters from J. Summerfield. The 
British Conference had closed its session in much peace and 
harmony. A melancholy occurrence is related, A coach 
in which were seven preachers on their way to Conference 
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»ms upset, two of tlie preachei-s were killed, and all but one 
mucli injured. 

Eiehard Eeesc comes over to Ameiica in the spring, as 
the delegate of the British Conference, accompanied by a 



junior J 

Brother Summerfield's health is considerably improved, 
but it is donbtftil if he returns to the United States before 
spring. 

I perceive by the Minutes that the New York Conference 
has three missionaries, two of whom are on Long Island. It 
is frequently inquired, "How are these missionaries sup- 
ported? out of the mission fund?" I cannot answer these 
questions; but if it is so that these Conference missioaaries 
are to be supplied from the general Missionary Treasury, I 
think it requires no extraordinary foresight to perceive that 
tiie operations of the Society will be paralyzed, and Its 
grand object ultimately defeated. It is not to be expected 
that the auxiliary societies will pour their treasures into 
the general fund, to be drawn out and appropriated to local 
and insulated missions. It looks like taking the bread of 
life .from the destitute and thinly-scattered frontier settle- 
ments, and from the poor, untutored Indians. If we must 
have Conference missionaries in this way, would it not be 
more noble to have tbem in those Conferences where there 
is an immense colored population, and to make the special 
object of their mission the instruction and salvation of these 
poor, uncultivated creatures? 

I greatly desire to hear from you, and to know of your 
heal til. 

Yours with much affection and esteem, J. Soule. 

VOL. II. — 19 
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LETTER FROM DR. SAMUEL BAKER TO BISHOP 
McKENDREE. 

The following letter is characteristic of its author. 
It is full of domestic tenderness and of Christian 
sympathy- The writer can attest from experience 
as to these traits in his character ; for after his long 
and wearisome tour with Bishop McKendree to the 
General Conference in iJaltimore in 1824, he 
reached the city in poor health, and received the 
kindest medical attention from him ; and again in 
1832, he enjoyed the hospitalities of bis refined and 
pious family. "We long since heard regretfully he 
had passed away, leaving the memory of his profes- 
sional talents, and his virtues as a Christian, a rich 
legacy to the surviving members of his family. 

Dr. Baker loved and revered Bishop McKendree, 
and the Bishop held him as a physician and Chris- 
tian in the highest estimation. They both loved 
Mr. Summerfield with a tender and strong affec- 
tion; and the respect and love of sueh men are 
worth much. But doubtless they have long since 
met again; and the intercourse of such spirits in 
the realms of purity and peace, must constitute no 
inconsiderable source of enjoyment in that blissful 
world. How sublime is the Christian's hope ! 
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Baltimore, Sept. 24, 1825. 

My Dbab Friend : — I avail myself of the good offices 
of our mutual friend. Bishop Soule, to inform you diat 
through the gracious dealings of a kind Providence we are 
still preserved, and our health is rather improved, Mrs. 
Baker has heen traveling to the North this season, and has 
received much benefit. Mrs. Dickins is still able to move 
about, although she is feeble, and is much harassed with 
her cough. Miss Eloiae and our children are aa well as 
usual. 

Since you left this, we have met with a severe loss in the 
death of our dear Summerfield ; but he Is gone from a state 
of sufiering to one of rejoicing! His memory is precious 
iu our little circle. He was dear a.-- a biothei and when 
we revert to hja deportment as a Chnbt an his charxctei as 
a minister of the gospel and the suavity wbn,b maiked his 
intercourse with the worii we may tiulj say that it was a 
privilege, rarely experienced to enjoy such soeiet\ His 
like I ne'er expect to see again His sun rose beautifidly, 
shone brilliantly, is now beneath the honzon but will be 
seen again with a glory tai tianecendmg the utmost coneep 
tion of our imaginations 1 

Bishop Soule will be able to communicate good tidings in 
relation to the state of our people Heaven has visited us 
graciously. Many have been seriously impressed ; a goodly 
number have been converted; and professors of religion 
seem to be contending for the higher degrees of feith. O 
that we might be "clothed with humility!" Thi3,ilm is 
the saving virtue ! 

We should be much pleased to have your society. If in- 
firmities should press upon you, while a kind Providence 
places it in our power, we shall be happy in ofiering you 
a resting-place, and no exertion shall be wanting to reader 
your situation a 
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If your time is not entirely occupied with your more im- 
portant concerns, we should be pleased to hear from yon. 

All the family desire to be kindly remembered to you. 
Yours affectionately, Samuel Baker. 

P. 8. We have lately heard of the death of Mr. Sum- 
merfield's father. S. B. 
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LETTER FROM WM. McMAHON TO BISHOP 
McKENDEEE. 

The Ebv. "William: McMahon, the writer of the 
following letter, was a native of Virginia, born in 
Dumfries, 1785, or 1786; admitted on trial in the 
"Western Conference in 1812 — the same time at 
which Francis Landrum, Jonathan Stamper, Eob- 
ert "W". Finley, Thomaa D. Porter, George Ekin, 
and John McMahon, his brother, were admitted — 
and traveled Silver Creek Circuit, under James 
"Ward as Presiding Elder — having traveled Mari- 
etta Circuit the previous year, under the employ- 
ment of the Presiding Elder. In 1813, he was 
under John Sale, Presiding Elder, upon Hinkatone 
Circuit. In 1814, he was ordained a Deacon, and 
appointed to Lexington, Kentucky, and, at the re- 
quest of Bishop McKondree, traveled with him for 
some time. In 181.5, he was on Shelby Circuit; in 
1816, on Fleming Circuit, with Samuel Parker as 
his Presiding Elder. In 1817, he was appointed to 
the Nashvillo Circuit, where he married Mrs. Per- 
kins: in the fall, they visited her father, the Hon. 
Seth Lewis, of Louisiana, traveling in company 
with Bishop McKondree; ho returned in 1818, and 
was appointed to Fountain Head, with "Wm. Strib- 
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ling. He was Presiding Elder of Kashville District 
in 1819, Hia history since that time is too well 
known to require detail. As Presiding Elder, Su- 
perintendent of Indian Missions among the Creek 
and Cherokee Indians, and Agent for La Grange 
College, he labored with great industry and success, 
Aa a preacher, he has had few equals. He has 
borne the burden and heat of the day most hero- 
ically, and, amidst great privations and sufferings, 
has persevered to extreme old age, and yet lin- 
gers among us, respected for his integrity, talents, 
and usefulness. Few men have passed through so 
many trials and sufferings, or more deserved the 
respect and sympathies of the Church. 

At the time of the writing of thia letter, he had 
the oversight of the Indian Missions in the Tennes- 
see Conference ; and, finding that no appropriation 
had been made to pay for an interpreter, and know- 
ing that without one the missionaries appointed to 
travel through the Indian Kation could accomplish 
but little good, he earnestly solicits advice and aid 
from Bishop McKendree for this purpose. Surely 
the good old Bishop was the soul and center of our 
missionary work. 

Deak Bishop: — Shortly after I left you, I commenced a 
conversation with Brother Sullivan, on the most effectual 
method of serving the Cherokee Indians, and of auhserviug 
the design of the mission in that Nation during the present 
year, which led us to notice an obstacle to our usefulness 
which I presume had escaped your attention while we were 
together, which is this : our greatest wish and work in refer- 
ence to the Cheroicees is and will he, to preach the gospel 
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among ttiem aa effectually and extensively as possible ; but 
this cannot be done to purpose without an interpreter, and 
niuch depends upon the character of the man who may be 
thus chosen as the medium of delivering the word of life 
to the Indians. They must have confidence in him, or be 
can do no good. A man who is suitable and proper for this 
important business cannot be procured unless we can give 
him some compensation for his services, nor could we, 
indeed, reasonably request it of him, and especially when 
he knows that all the missionaries designated for this 
great work are allowed an equivalent for their services. 
This, I think, would be hurtful to the interests of the cause 
in the Nation. Now, sir, if you can authorize me to em- 
ploy a man whom we shall approve for this work, I will 
use my best exertions, and, as early as possible, try to se- 
cure John Brown, if he has not yet left the Nation for the 
Arkansas, which I fear is the case — if he has not, I am 
sure I can get him, and of all others he is the man for this 
work. He is a good man, but, like most other good men, 
he is poor, and could not, perhaps, enter into our employ- 
ment for a less sum than we give the others; nor would it, 
in my judgment, be advisable for us to make any distinc- 
tion in this way between ourselves and the Indians, But I 
hope, sir, you will not misunderstand me. I do not wish to 
dictate to you: I only desire to apprise you of the serious 
difficulty which lies in the way of preaching the gospel to 
these people, beyond the neighborhood of the schools. If 
you find yourself authorized to cover the additional expenses 
of an interpreter, and think Voper for me to engage one, 
please fo write immediately, by mail, directing to Hunts- 
ville. If you do not. incline fo take up the subject of- 
ficially, please to advise me as a friend what I had 
better do; fori do assui-c you that, situated as I am, I 
know not what to do in this case. Of one thing, however, 
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I am very certain— i. e., itinerant preaching in the Nation 
will be a fruitless attempt, without some one to go with the 
preacher and interpret for him; and it will not do to trust 
to chance. 

There is one more item which I will take the liberty to 
mention. Would it be proper for me, should I find, in the 
course of the year, that one of tho missionaries is likely to 
do harm, and that the Indians have lost confidence in him, 
to remove him, and send some other preacher in his place, 
as I would change preachers on my District? I should 
like to have your advice on this subject, as I have some 
fears that this course may become necessary — I hope it will 
not; but should it be the case, I should be placed in a very 
painful situation, if I were compelled to witness an ovil 
which might do much injury, and have no power to rem- 
edy it. 

I hope you are well and happy. May the God whom 
you serve, and whose you are, go with you till you lay down 
your life and labors together, and find your reward in 
heaven! Yours very respectfully, 

Wm. McMahon. 

Pilgrim's Rest, near HuniavillQ, Decemlier, 1824. 
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LETTERS FEOM EEV. DE. CAPEE8 TO BISHOP 
McKENDEEE. 

CHEROKEE INDIAN HUSSION. 

At the South Carolina Conference, held in Colum- 
bia, Jan. 11, 1821, Dr. Capers was appointed "mis- 
sionary in South Carolina Conference and to the In- 
dians," 

Having entered in good faith upon thia new and 
difBcult work, he found many discouragements in 
organizing the mission. He had to erect houses, 
raise money, plan the work, and select the mission- 
aries. It was a new thing — no such mission having 
been as yet fully carried into effect among us in the 
South. It was a step in the right direction, but a 
step in advance of the spirit of the time. Our 
Missionary Society had been but recently organ- 
ized. "No missionaries had been appointed to labor 
for the Indian tribes. The traveling preachers did 
not generally receive the small salaries allowed 
them in the Discipline ; and if our people half 
starved their preachers at home, how much more 
likely were they to decline to give to the Indians! 
The missionaiy spirit was asleep in the majority of 
our members. Dr. Capers was an admirable selec- 
tion as an agent to travel through the State aiid get 



HosmoD, Google 



442 APPENDIX. 

fani3a to begin the enterprise; he was well known, 
gifted, popular, and active. He was adapted to 
arouse the torpid, and to give respectability and im- 
petus to the cause. But being the first enterprise 
of the kind in the Church, and having had but 
little practical accLuaintance with temporal affairs 
when he began to project plana for building houses 
and for agricultural operations to meet the expec- 
tations of the Indians and contributors, he soon 
found he had a very difficult task. Funds eame in 
slowly in despite of Ma sermons and lectures. He 
was afraid to begin to build, lest he might not be 
able to finish according to his plana. Suitable 
men were wanting to take charge and teach. The 
friends of the cause were expecting great results 
from small means; and the Indians, always dis- 
trustful of the promises of white men, were likely 
to become impatient and still move suspicious. At 
the date of this letter, nothing had been done, 
except the collection of a trifling sum of money, 
while a feeling of desponding anxiety was begin- 
ning to come over the minds of the -Indians and 
their friends, and an indefinite foreboding of future 
troubles to be encountered in the unknown path 
before them, made the good old Bishop who had 
projected the mission, and his gifted and pure- 
minded agent, a little restless and apprehensive. 
Hence letter after letter was dispatched to the 
Bishop. His judgment and energy were relied on, 
and before the end came, both were taxed to their 
utmost. The reader is aware that two missions 
were at last established — one of them was aban- 
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doned after several years of comparatively unBuc- 
cesaful effort — the other, and principal one, lived 
on struggling with difficulties until the emigration 
of the tribe to the far West, and douhtlesa accom- 
plished much good for the poor natives of the 
forest. But the results did not equal the eflbrts or 
hopes of the workmen. 

It has taken a long time to impress our people 
with the fact that, to establish a first-class college 
upon a permanent basis, a foreign or an Indian mis- 
sion, tor extensive usefulness, is no light work, but 
requires much money and suitable men. These, 
with prudence, economy, and perseverance, may do 
a great work ; but failing in any of these elements, 
the effort will be abortive, and the result disastrous. 

Savannah, Maroli 8, 1821. 

Eeverend and Dear Father : — ^Your favor of the 5th 
instant came duly to hand, I see a good reason why the 
Bishop should he cautious of an indiscreet haste in the es- 
tablishment of missions among the Indians ; and that al- 
though a mission of the simplesf form might not cost more 
than the Conference Missionary may collect, (not to speak 
of other modes of obtairking moneys,) yet auch an estahliah- 
ment as would embrace "agricultural arts" in the very 
outset, and which would have to employ mechanics, agri- 
culturists, school-masters, and preachers, each separated to 
his appropriate department, would require more to support 
it than we can obtain by any means. 

In what I suggested in my letter to yourself and Bishop 
George, nothing was contemplated beyond the simplest 
form of a mission, in which the missionary should himself 
be preoGher, teacher, and whatever else he can be, only per- 
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forming that undei such legulations is maybe given for 
the government of the ihl. ion II eie ahculil be two or 
moie missiontiiea at each station mutuil m their labors, 
and distinguished fiom each othei only as the pieichei in 
chaige from hn junioi coUei^ues Such a niiBSion Ipie- 
sume we can now suppoit. 

It Btothei HjI! m ght not an&wer for the chi ge of a 
luia i3n could he n.(t ffr a jUHiOJ miBbioiiaiy? Pail n me 
til it 1 name him to you agdin you name no othir person. 

Am I only to go among the Indians to inquire whether 
they will receive missionaries? This is known already. 
Am I to make engagements with them, to be fulfilled at 
some distant time to come? They are impatient of delay; 
and when that time shall have arrived, they will tell us, 
"Others have been more prompt, and are preferred." Be- 
sides, what warrant have I that my engagements will, at 
any future time, be fulfilled ? It would seem from the objec- 
tion now made against oar acting, that a mission, in no form 
of amission, ought to be entered upon untQ we are able to 
support the most costly miedon — perhaps we should wait 
until we can give to a mission ten thousand dollars per an- 
num. If so, farewell to our missions for ever! 

But, my dear father, suppose we act with the means we 
have? If we cannot make a splendid establishment, in 
which the arts of civilized life shall all be embraced, and 
every thing be done that can better the temporal as well as 
the spiritual condition of the Indians, suppose we do what 
we are able? Let us preach to them, and teacli their chil- 
dren to read the Bible and to pray. Let us teacli twenty, 
if we cannot teach a hundred, children. If we do our best, 
God will help us to do still better. 

I am glad to say that, from some conversations with Col. 
Richard A. Blount and Colonel Law, I am induced to 
hope we may, if we will, introduce the gospel among the 
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Creeks. Although tlieir Council did, not long since, de- 
cline to receive missionaries, and the sense of the whole 
tribe may not now be accordant with our object, yet I un- 
derstand that many of them wish for schools; and that 
among them the Indian General, Mcintosh, has very de- 
cidedly declared for schools. Shall I visit thera? Shall I 
improve any advantages that may be given me to institute 
a mission among them? How shall I do Jt? You will 
readily perceive that even in the simplest form of a mis- 
sion, much preparation must precede it. Land must be 
opened, houses built, provisions procured, etc, Now, if 
Brother Hersey may hold our moneys and oversee the ex- 
ecution of the work among the Choctaws, who shall do it 
with the Creeks, or tlie Chickasaws, or the Cherokces? I 
can choose a spot for the mission, can say how much ground 
should be opened, and what houses built, in a given lime, 
what provisions ought to be procured, etc., and can limit 
the amount to be expended in each of these particulars, 
and can, at the expiration of the time, see that all shall 
have been done and settled for ; but in the interim, I must 
be differently occupied, and at a distance from the scene of 
operations. How, if you would direct me to some person 
who might act in thk behalf— remain on the spot and over- 
see the work preparatory to a mission — all might be easy; 
and without this, I cannot see that my visiting the Indiana 
will be any better than a waste of time. The person thus 
employed would be in a situation fevorable to improvement 
in many thingi that aie of importance to a missionary, and, 
although upon the institution of the mission, he should be 
but the jun or m ssi nary still he has gained an advantage 
tliat shall he sec red to the mission. I repeat it, I would 
aot with cant n — I ould not expend the amount of my 
collections — 1 it I ould lo something, even although I 
might not be able to do every thing. 
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I notice ivith much feeling, reverend and dear fiither, 
what you say of your health. I would not burden you, but 
yet I was raade a missionary by you ; and when you did so, 
you gave me to understand that you would expect me to do 
the work of a missionary. If your health is not viorse than 
it was, I must look to you. I have no hope that I will be 
able to do the work of a missionary unless you are able to 
do that of a Bishop. I have had a letter from Bishop 
Gieorge. I say again, I must look up to you. In the ad- 
dress of my letter I acted from courtesy — I now write to 
you alone. 

I have traveled more than twelve hundred miles, col- 
lected one thousand doilara, and preached forty-eight ser- 
mons. You directed me, and I have pledged myself to the 
people. The moneys collected from them, for the exclusive , 
purpose of Indian Missions, can be applied to no other use. 
As a candid man, I must see to it that the Indiana have the 
benefit of the charities intended for them, however worthy 
another object may be. Am I to collect moneys that may 
never be appropriatod at all, or appropriated to an object 
not contemplated by the people? Rather than this, I 
woidd myself go and carry the bounty of the people to the 
Indians in Ohio, or even in Canada. In this I seek no 
honor, no distinction — I only mean to be honest to you, to 
the Conference, to the people, to the Indians, and to God. 
I mean not to make myself any thing, I would not, know- 
ingly interfre with the work of the Bishops, even if I 

dl Iwllntat thuty 1 lut pray order 

m a d 1 t t tl xp tat f tl m ny who con- 

t b t t th g d wo k ( nd wl f m tl best feelings, 
will b nx t kn 1 at diep ti n hall have been 
m 1 f tl b nty) b d & pp nted 

Your dutiful and most affectionate son m the gospel, 
"W. Capers. 
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SaTannali, April 19, 1821. 
EnVEEEND AND Deae Sie : — ^I have now gone over all 
that part of tlie Coiifei-ence wliicli lies south of aline draiyn 
from Beaufort, by Black Swamp, Waynesboro, Louisville, 
Saunderaville, to Scott's Ferry, on tlie Oconee. I am now 
about to remove my family into Sumtor District, South 
Carolina. The extreme depression of the price of cotton, 
and consequent embarrassments of both town and country 
people, operate against the collections. The whole amount 
collected up to this date is |1,278.87J. 



My last to you (at Baltimore) was written under an im- 
pression that my letter to the Bishops (at Ealeigh) had not 
given satisfection, and that all it proposed relative to the 
engagements that might be entered into for the institution 
of a mission or missions among the Indians, was objected 
to ; and this, lest we should overdo our means, or act in- 
cautiously in some of our engagements. 

With regard to the means necessary for the support of 
a mission, I have given freely my views in my last. To 
me it would appear that a proper caution would respect the 
extent of any establishment that might be undertaken, no 
less than the undertaking one at all. 

It was certainly a great misfortune to me (and I fear to 
the cause) that I entered upon this work without knowing 
what might be expected of me. I everywhere told the peo- 
ple tbat as soon as I could obtain meajis to make a begin- 
ning, I would visit the Indians, and that tbe amount of my 
collections would detennlno the extent of our establisliment 
among them, I was even so sanguine as to say I expected 
to go out in April— immediately upon having gone over 
lliat section of my work, which I have now accomplislied— 
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anil I hoped that my having gone and undertaken among 
the Indians, would much increase my collections afterward. 
At present, I owe it to charity if I am not regarded more 
ready to promise than to perform. I would go, if it were 
only to save my credit ; but could this justiiy the loss of 
two or three months from the collections? Surely if I go, 
it should be to accomplish something more than barely the 
seeing and conversing with the Indians, and something 
better than the postponement for a year of the work I 
might engage to do. But how can I ever visit them to pur- 
pose, unless there be some one to remain on the spot, and 
carry into effect our stipulations ? Hot indeed to open a 
school immediately, but first to have the house bu It and 
the grounds cleared, when the school shall be tabl h 1 
This must require time, as well as the perso 1 n'ftant 
oversight of same proper peraon. If there be n bj t n 
to my acting in the pro tern, employment of su h j rs — 
as proposed in my letter to the Bishops — I can nly y th t 
the necessity of the case appeared to me to require it ; but 
I regarded it as admissible only in an extreme case, and 
with the approbation of the Bishops ; and even tlien, not to 
be extended to the traveling preachers. The Bishops alone 
can obviate the neceaaty for such a procedure. Will they 
doit? I named Brother Hill; he was objected to; but 
who may be employed rather than he ? I can prefer no 
one — indeed, I know no one ; and the Bishops neither ap- 
point nor direct to one. In the meantime, my instructions 
are given me for the present year. 

I have done what I could to meet the duties assigned me, 
and in this I have pledged myself to the people. They ex- 
pect npt merely that I will go the Indians, but that I will 
"use all proper means to facilitate the establishment of a 
mission or missions among them." Ailer having obtained 
then money, how shall I tell the people that the work is 
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postponed until after the next Conference? Had I not 
better go myself and remain among the Indians, if it were 
only to hide my mortification? Or in what would the 
cause be henefited were I to go, unable to do any thing ; and 
upon my return, report long rides and talks held to no pur- 

My instructions directed me, I pledged myself to the 
people, and have I shrunk from so sacred an obligation ? 
So it roay seem perhaps — it mast seem so, but I am not con- 
scious that it is so ; and I may add, I never could have 
consented to be placed in such a point of light. 

I have received a communication from the Secretary of 
War, and a letter from Mr, McKinney, The former con- 
sists of two printed circulars, stating the conditions and ex- 
tent of the Government's equal patronage and aid. The 
letter of Mr, McKinney would be a valuable introduction 
to the Indians or others, I doubt we could not shortly 
derive aid from Government, even if we begin a mission. 
They look directly to the things that are temporal. 

With the sincerest and most dutiful regards, your son in 
the gospel, W. Capees. 

BR. CAPEJSS RELIEVED. 

Columbia, S. C„ July 2, 1821. 

Reveresw and Deak Eeothbb : — ^Your kind and en- 
couraging letter of May 16 reached my brother's just after 
I had left there upon an excursion to Georgetown and 
Charleston. Upon my return (quite lately ) I had the 
great pleasure to rec t and a mnu tnfmCl 

McKinney, and two 1 tt n 1 nt du t n f m th ^ 
tary of War — one to tl A nt f t! C L Nat nd 

the other tn Agents a d S i nnt 1 t f In 1 n ff 

I cannot tell you h w q t I I f !t uj n ad ng 
your letter. I could 1 th nk 1 y a th u.. nd t n 
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for the tenderness with which you regard me, and"( 
those letters of March and April — which I had feared 
might betray too much my disappointment, and were 
written, perhaps, too sti-ongly. But how shall I thank you 
for having appointed a Missionary Committee, and for in- 
structing me to choose a man or two and dispose of them 
among the Indians? This was to define the words of my 
original instrucfionB {"to use aUpefqter means") in the very 
fullest, best sense I could have desired. The money first, 
and then the men. And surely, for a mission, and "to 
fadiUaie the establiskmeKt " of one, both are "propetr means" 
and both should be used — but only at the instance of a 
Bishop. 

At the date of my last letter, I had gone over that part 
of my work which lay conveniently to Savannah, and was 
about to leave that place, with my family, for Sumter Dis- 
trict My son's iUncss detained us a week, and then we 
were much delayed upon the road by rain and high wa- 
ters. Over one creek I swam in my carriage, while my 
family and baggage were carried upon men's shoulders, on 
logs sunk a foot under water. At others, I was obliged to 
drive over floating, loose bridges, or lay bridges that were 
broken up, or have the carri^e pulled by hands where the 
horses could not go with it, and these plunged through sep- 
arately, or even to use a canoe, where we should have had 
a dry causeway. We were ten days upon the road, and at 
last arrived safely, and all well. ' We now had excessive 
rains for several weeks ; and, as I greatly desired to take 
my daughter Anna to her grandmother, I waited ten days 
more, in hope of weather that might allow of my doing so. 
At last, and not before I had become very weary of my 
confinement, I set out, without her, for Georgetown and 
Charleston. By these delays my collections were infer- 
rupted from the 20th of April to as late a period in May. 



HosmoD, Google 



APPENDIX. 451 

Since that time, my collections have amounted to about 
S950, making the whole amount J2,200— a sum leaa than I 
had hoped to obtain, but not very inconsiderable, when the 
exceeding scarcity of money and the general embarrass- 
ments of the people are taken into account — besides, that I 
dun no man. I always remember that I may not obtain 
one dollar to-day in such a way as might hinder two dol- 
lars to-morrow. I must get money for th n on fr men 
ivho are to be made the friends of the miss o T make 
friends, is the best way to get money. 

Atlei I had relinquished my purpose of 
diano in the spring, I only stated to the i 
the Bishops had advised me to employ a 1 i 
the limifi of the Conference, tliat I m gl 
plied bcfoie I should introduce a miss n 
diana, and that probably I would not vi 
autumn In Charleston, the advice of th 
and W M Kennedy, approved this arr g 
recommended that if no explicit direct n h ul I be had 
from you in the meantime, I should in th fall f tl year 
act upon the plan I had before propose! and wh 1 you 
have now approved — construing your letter rather into an 
advisory caution than a refusal of what I had asked. 

Perhaps I cannot now do better than to visit the Creeks 
some time late in August or early in September. If they 
treat with me, I may immediately return, and make ar- 
rangements for a mission among them, and, locating a mis- 
sionary there, proceed to the Choctaws; or, if the Creeks 
refuge to receive us, I will go on to the Choctaws. 

I cannot say that it is as easy a matter as I expected, to 
find persons willing to serve the Indians, and capable. 
Brother Christian G. Hill stands very decidedly preferable 
to any whom, as yet, I may have found; and, as for some 
time pa-st nothing has been said to him on the subject — 
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thintiiig that either the preacher whom Bishop George so 
highly approved, or some other person or persona, would be 
directed into the work — tliis may be the principal cause of 
delay in future. 

I have not had any communication from Bishop George 
KDce that which I mentioned to you. I do not know what 
preacher he preferred, nor even to what tribe the Indian he 
met with belongs. 

With the moat respectful and affectionate regard, your 
Bon in the gospel, "Wm. Capers. 
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LETTER FROM COLONEL McKINNEY TO DR. 
CAPERS. 

The letter from Colonel MeKinney, to which Dr. 
Capers refers with so much satisfaction in his last 
letter, is given below, and justifies some notice. 

Mr. Monroe, in entering upon his second presi- 
dential term, in March, 1821, retained Mr. John C. 
Calhoun as Secretary of W"ar, and Col. Thomas L. 
McKinney was placed in charge of the "Indian 
Trade Office" by Mr. Calhoun. It was fortunate 
for Bishop McKendree's plan of attempting to 
Christianize the Indian tribes, that at this juncture 
these gentlemen occupied positions in the civil gov- 
ernment so closely connected with his benevolent 
purposes. "We have already seen how promptly 
and efficiently Mr. Calhoun had interposed in behalf 
of missionary operations among the Indians, and 
we perceive now how faithfully hia subordinate 
officer carried out the views of the President and 
his Secretary of W^ar. Indeed, this letter not only 
evinces the fidelity of the office-holder, but the 
sympathies of a noble Christian heart toward the 
unfortunate Indians. We have understood the 
writer was a Christian, and the letter justifies the 
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report. Has the day passed, never to return, wlien 
the high offices of our great country shall be held 
and administered, not for private and personal ben- 
efit, but for the public weal ? 

Mr. McKinney was intimately acquainted with 
Bishop McKendree, and entertained for him the 
greatest respect. "Was it not fortunate for the 
Church, and especially for the cause of missions, 
that one held deservedly in such estimation for 
wisdom, energy, and purity of character, was the 
recognized leader of the cause of missions ? 

Be V. William Capers: 

Dear Sib:— I have received your letter of the 24th 
ultimo, containing an extract from Bishop McKendree'a 
instructions to you, directing you to "travel extensively 
within the limits of South Carolina Conference, in order to 
do the work of a missionary; to make collections for mis- 
sionary purposes, and especially for the support of such 
establishmenla among the Indians as may be formed under 
the superintendence of the Methodist Conference ; to visit 
the Indians (Cherokees in particular) in order to ascertain 
the most eligible situation for a mission, or missions, among 
them ; to facilitate by all proper means the establishment 



Such an undertaking cannot be otherwise than gratify- 
ing to every man who has thought upon the condition of 
our Indians, and the obligations which bind us to improve 
it To see it countenanced by the Eeverend Bishop, whose 
liberal and Christian virtues I so highly appreciate, and 
who has not given his sanction to the measures in which 
yon are about to engage without the deepest and most thor- 
ough investigation of the subject, augurs fiivorably for the 
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result of the undertaking. I proffer you my moat earnest 
wishes for your success. I doubt not the entire practicabil- 
ity of a thorough change in the aboriginal character by the 
agency of missions. Facts are now common, going to de- 
monstrate their readiness to exchange their habits ; but es- 
pecially to the rising generation does this matter belong. 
And who would not contribute a mite toward that happy 
change which embraces in the limits of a single generation 
a new race of men — a change from savagism to civilization, 
from paganism to Christianity? Who would not contribute 
a mite toward renewing the face of the desert, and intro- 
ducing in the place of barbarism and deeds of blood the 
anthems of praise, kindness, and social and Christian bless- 
ings? This is the work which missionaries go to accom- 
plish. The way is open. The Indians, feeling their neces- 
sity, are calling for help, and their arms are in many places 
wide open to receive the benevolent agencies which are 
going in from so many points for their relief. 

Among the Cherokees a most viUuabJe establishment is 
up and in operation. It is called Eliot, and is in charge 
of the Corresponding Secretary of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the Rev. Dr. S, Wor- 
cester. .Its immediate and personal head is the Kev. Cyrus 
Kingsbury, a man peculiarly well fitted for the charge. In 
going amongst the Cherokees, it would be advisable to har- 
monize with the previous existing establishments, for many 
reasons : first, the work is the same ; second, the parties to 
be benefited are the same; third, the motives of those who 
enter upon it are tliesame; and fourth, the Indians, respect- 
ing and even loving the Eliot establishment, would bo 
Biore likely to recognize you as a laborer, having the good- 
will of their Elliott friends. 

I do not mean that you do more than cultivate a good 
understanding with Mr. Kingsbury, Tell him from me, I 
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know and approve of your mission, and believe it is in 
harmony with his own benevolent plans. Tell him, for my 
sake and the Indians, to take you by the hand aa a brother. 
There is room enough for us all. All you will have to re- 
gard will be harmony in your operations ; and surely there 
is no necessity for discord. I know you would be the last 
to promote any thing but peace and good-will. 

If there is any thing in which you think I can be useful 
to you, pray command me. I may not live to hear that the 
face of tiie desert is changed, but like Abraham, I see the 
day, and rejoice in it. 

Very respectfully and truly yours, 

Tho. L. McKinney. 

Indian Trade Office, Georgetown, Fob, 8, 1821. 
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LETTER FROM DR. JOHN" EMORY TO BISHOP 
McKENDREE. 

niS EEPLY TO BISHOP WniTE. 

In its early days Methodism, both in England 
and America, was destined to struggle against op- 
position from every quarter. Althoagh lier Articles 
of Faith were bat a concise, clear, and honest epit- 
ome of the teachings of the Bible, as were also her 
Rules and general Church -polity, yet Calvinists of 
every hue and order attacked her doctrines with a 
unanimity and fierceness which threatened her ruin. 
Fortunately, Mr. Wesley's life was long spared, and 
his pen moat eflectiially defended the truth. God 
also raised up Mr. Fletcher, of Madeley, who, al- 
though a St. John in love and purity, had yet such 
logical acumen of mind, such loyalty to truth, and 
such classic beauty of style, that he wielded against 
the errors of his opponents an Ithnriel's spear, 
from which they shrank back discomfited. In the 
United States the contest was prolonged, but fierce 
attacks gradually became less frequent and less vio- 
lent, until discretion has taught our doctrinal op- 
posers to exercise more prudence. 

In preparing the Sunday Service for the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America, Mr. Wesley abridged 
VOL. II. — 20 
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the Liturgy and Thirty-nine Articles of the Church 
of England, to which, with the Homilies, he was 
accustomed to refer in defense of his views on doc- 
trinal and experimental religion, as in harmony 
with the word of God. And yet, as in England so 
here, those who claim to be jyav excellence Episcopa- 
lians have not ceased to attack us upon the subject 
of the work of the Spirit. In 1817, the first Bisliop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this country 
published a sermon, or essay, upon "the assnrance 
of the pardon of sin by the direct witness of the 
Holy Spirit," in which he held up our views aa 
erroneous, and as peculiar to our Church. Dr. 
Emory became our champion, and defended our 
cause most tnumphantly. This letter alludes to 
this controversy, as well j^ to his reply to another 
attack, from a different quarter. It is cause for 
gratitude to God, that whenever we have needed a 
champion. Heaven has furnished the right man at 
the right time. 

The reference to "transfers," in this letter, re- 
lates, we suppose, to those who had become disaf- 
fected in the city and applied for letters transfei'ring 
their membership, but really were thus withdraw- 
ing from the Church. 

PbOadeJphm, August 21, 1817. 

Eeverend and Dear Sie; — I have not yet visited 
Maryland, and consequently bave not had an interview 
with Dr. Jennings. I received a letter from him some time 
since, inviting me to see him in Baltimore, which I pur- 
pose to do soon — most probably next week, on my way to 
the Eastern Shore by that route. 
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I have finished my piece in answer to the Address of 
"the Charitable Society" of Connecticut, and liave it ready 
for pubhcation, eijould it be deemed proper by Dr. Jeu- 
niaga anil those friends to whose impartial judgment it may 
be thought best to submit it. It has been considerably 
enlarged, and I have availed myself of some valuable ex- 
tracts from Mr. Wesley and Dr. Bush — particularly the 
latter, who is fully in our favor on education in general, 
and especially that of the ministry; and being a disinter- 
ested character of sueh eminence, his authority is the more 
important. 

I have been lately engaged in answering a piece on an- 
other subject of great moment to us and to the world. It 
was written by Bishop White, of this, city, who signs him- 
self "W, W.," and is in opposition to the assurance. of the 
pardon of sin by the direct witness, of the. Spirit. He . uit 
dertakes particularly to exposie the, Me.thqdists, for.incoar 
sistency on the subject, as he reproaches them (glorious 
reproach ! ) with being the principal and. almpst the only adr 
vocates of the doctrine. Although a Bishop of the Protest: 
ant Episcopal Church, he has. . committed some egregious 
blunders, and the.goodn^ of my cause . has enabled mei, 
I trust, satisfactorily to refute him;, and to .vindicate, the 
Methodists, and particularly Mr.. Wesley,, from his unjust 
charges and reflections. My answer cont^ns.fi%Ttwo pages 
of letter-paper, in the, sheet, not very closely written. 

As we have no committee of Conference to aftthorize 
publications hy^preachers, it seeraghard- either to be lashed 
by our opponents .without .deferise-^havii^, tied our own 
hands — or defend ourselves and the Church,, and. be lashed 
by the Conference fqr, violation ..of rule; ,-. What is tb be 
done in such, a case? 

Our editors have sent us a. prospectus of a Magazine, 
They propose to commence the publication of it in January 
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nest. Were they ready to publish now, I would send them 
immediately the answer to "W. W," — especially as his 
piece appeared in a New York Register. But I think it, 
ought to be published sooner. It might be r^rinted in. the 
Magazine, if approved of. 

On Monday last, I received a letter of the 9th instant 
from Bishop George — then at Claremont, New Hampshire. 
He gives a verj- favorable account of revivals of religion 
in Canada, and the Northern department generally — saya 
that he had seen the indnietions of the British missionaries, 
and thinks the Conference in England entirely clear, and 
only needing correct information of the proceedings of their 
missionaries — so contrary to their instructions— which he 
proposes to give them by letter. He expects to be in New 
York on the 5th of October, and requested me to inform 
him of the tenor of your letter to England, which I shall 
do as well as I can recollect. 

We are here in peace. I have given but four transfers 
rince Brother J, R. went away, and one only of them was 
applied for professedly on the ground of his going away. A 
friend of his, who saw him at a camp-meeting in Delaware, 
informed me that he believed J. E. would have no objec- 
tions to being stationed at St. George's next year, and 
thought it not very improbable, if you should not be here. 
Some think, if he can get an opportunity, he will join the 
Protestant Episcopal Church — and this he has intimated 
himself. 

Should we have a publication soon, on either of the 
above subjects, in pamphlet form, a few copies may reach 
you by mail. 

EequestJng your prayers, with an affectionate remem- 
brance of Bishop Roberts, as ever, yours, J. Emokt. 
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LETTEK FROM DE. NATHAN BANGS TO BISHOP 
McIUCNDEEE. 

Dr. Bangs has a national reputation as the earliest 
historian of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
the defender of her doctrines and polity. It is un- 
necessary to sketch his life. That he was "faithful 
in all his house," sincere, magnanimous, and a most 
devoted servant of God and his Church, none will 
question: even those who differed with him in 
Church-polity never doubted his purity of motive. 
He would have scorned to gain his ends by guile; 
and he extorted from his ingenuous opponents their 
respect and esteem. He was a voluminous writer 
and a great worker, having filled many responsible 
positions honorably to himself and usefully to the 
cause of Methodism. Honor to the noble and true 
man who devoted a long and useful life to the 
glory of God and the good of the Church! And 
honor to his equally pure and magnanimous brother, 
the Rev. Heman Bangs, who I believe still Uvea to 
bless the Church and adorn the ministry by his 
beautiful example of gentleness and love ! "Would 
to God the Church, JS'orth and South, were full of 
such men! 
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At the time this ktter was written, Dr. Bangs 
was statioaed in the city of New York, his helpers 
being Eben Smith, J. Robertson, Jaa. M, Smith, 
and Peter P. Sandford ; and this was his report of 
the condition of his charge, made, according to the 
custom of that time, to the Bishop. 

Hew York, July 4, 1810. 

Dear Sir: — Through the mercy of God, I am now in a 
tolerable state of bodily health, though I have been recently 
afflicted, as have moat of the stationed preachers in this 
place. 

I have been here about four weeks, and we have bad the 
happiness to see the Redeemer's cause advancing. Several 
have been converted, and the people of God appear in gen- 
eral persevering after holiness; but I also find some disa- 
greeable business to attend to, in consequence of tlie ba«k- 
elidiag of some. There has been a great ingathering in this 
pla«e for a few years past, and I am apprehensive that there 
are some bad ones to be cast away. I find, however, that 
much caution is necessary, lest in plucking up the tares we 
pull up the wheat also. These things, with many others 
that might be mentioned, make my situation extremely deli- 
cate; but, blessed be God, that we (the preachers) are all 
of one heart and of one mind in the work, so far ! 

There has been much bustle and noise in tlie city to-day, 
but many of our people assembled at the hours of eleven 
o'clock in the morning and three in the evening for prayer, 
instead of mingling with the giddy throng to sport and 
laugh. . I blame myself more than any of the rest for being 
in any measure attracted by tbe show. 

I hope God is blessing you with an increase of health and 
vigor of mind. I doubt not but you enjoy the solace of a 
good conscience, though, perhaps, groaning under the bur- 
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den of the charge which unavoidably devolves upon you. 
May God give you every needful aid to enable you tu go 
forward in the glorious work in which you are engaged ! 

Aa to myself, I think I feel as much engaged as ever I 
did in the work of God, though I feel that I am an un- 
profitable servant, and often have to lament my littlenesa 
of faith and love; but God bears with my weakness aiid 
helps my infirmities, so that I am still enabled to say, God 

Please to give my love to Bishop Asbury. 

I am yours, with love and esteem, N. Bangs. 
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SACRAMENTAL SERMON IN NASHVILLE, BY 
BISHOP McKENDEEE. 

The "Wbstbkn Methodist (edited by Lewis Gar- 
rett and John N. Maffitt) for December 13, 1833, 
contains an editorial notice of the Bishop, prefixed 
to the discourse reported as preached by him, be- 
fore the ad mi mat rati on of the Lord's-supper, De- 
cember 1, 1833, as follows* 

The fiibt babbitli jii December, although a damp and 
cloudy da), was wgualized by circumatancra of high inter- 
Cbt to the Methodi&t Society in Nashville. On entering the 
splendid church, the fir-.t object to arrest the attention was 
the aiiay ot saciamental emblems in the altar, leading the 
mmd back to scenes moumfuUy dear to every Christian 
heirt Abo^e, in the pulpit, the form of the venerable 
Senior Bishop of the Amencan Methodist Communion, 
McKendree, was seen in strong relief before the lofty cur- 
tains that fell between the desk and the recess. His coun- 
tenance was pale, but serene; his locks were somewhat 
thinned by age, yet Time has but sparingly poured his 
silver over them; his dark, penetrating eyes have not been 
blanched by the frost of years; and his figure is still erect, 
and almost as unbending as a yonth of tw<!nty. 

The recollections associated with the form of one who has 
been in the ministry half the lifetime of Methodism in the 
world, and who has devotedly filled the office of a bishop 
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since the year 1808, were refreshing to the heart of every 
Methodist. Bishop McKendree will be seventy-seven years 
of age, if his life shall be spared to the 6th day of next 
July. Even nude tl w ht f years, and having passed 
through hardships m the ly periods of his ministry, of 
which the velvet-ch k d 1 y f the present generation 
can have no cone j ti n 1 11 th Rev. Bishop sustains an 
easy, graceful cam g and th t d gnity of manners so con- 
genial to.Virginia, tl ^tat t h nativity and education. 
One cannot see him and hear his voice in public without 
thinking of Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, John Mar- 
shall, and a long list of illustrious names that have immor- 
talized the " Old Dominion," 

Bishop McKendree retains the acute and distinguishing 
faculties of his logical mind in full and unimpaired per- 
fection. His memory may have felled in a degree, in re- 
gard to local and uninteresting things; yet in morals, in 
ethics^even in impassioned eloquence, and a lively percep- 
tion of the sublime and beautiful — his intellectual faculties 
are in the green of their youth. 

It can truly be said of the venerable Bishop, as Webster 
said to La Fayette, "Thrice fortunate man ! " He remembers 
the time when the sainted Aebury announced in an em- 
phatic voice, "The increase of members in the Methodist 
Church in America is this year thirteen iktmsand:" he has 
lived to the time when the journals of Methodism a 
an annual increase of sei)enty~one thousand. The c 
of the howling wilderness are overpassed, and the Church 
has emerged from its shadows, and his eyes for half a cen- 
tury have been upon her paths, and his feet have been with 
her pioneers. The last days of such a man become ines- 
timably precious. They are like the mystic leaves of the 
Roman sibyl — they increase in value as their number is di- 
minished, 

20* 
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The following sermon ivas preaclied by the Bishop in a 
clear and distinct voice, aecompaaied by a weight of- man- 
net and character which cannot appear in print The 
sketch which we give embraces the sentiments, and to a 
good extent the expressions, which were delivered on the 
occasion, although the hearers of the discourse may remem- 
ber some beautifiil touches that they may not find in it 
as we have printed it. 

After the delivery of the sermon, the Eev. Bishop conse- 
crated the elements of the Lord's-supper, and, assisted by 
the Rev. Presiding Elder of the Cumberland District, A. 
L. P. Green, and the Rev. F. JE. Pitts, of the Nashville 
Station, administered the ordinance, first to the ministry 
and then to the membership. Four times the spacious altar 
was encircled by kneeling communicants, who 

"Ate thewliite memorial bread, 
And drank the sacramental cap." 

The following is the Bishop's sermon; 

" For the Jews i-equiro a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom ; 
but we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a atumhling-block, and 
unto the Greeks foolishneasi but unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God." 
1 Cor. i. 22-24. ' 

The text manifestly exhibits a diversity of sentiment, but 
from the beginning it was not so. When Jehovah informed 
Adam that the seed of the woman should bruise the ser- 
pent's head, all his posterity were then in his loins, and 
et[iially interested in the blessings contained in the promise. 
But that promise referred to the mediatorial government of 
Christ, and comprehended the salvation of the human fem- 
ily by virtue of the divine atonement. Therefore, all the 
sons of Adam were included in the provision made for 
fallen man. 
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From Adam to Abraham more light was given by the 
spirit of prophecy, and the design of the promise was betr 
ter understood; but the promise on which the gracious plan 
of redemption rested remained the same, and the evidence 
for its support, though much enlarged, remained the same 
also. The contemplated blessings were equally accessible 
to all and all had an equal claim to them Hitherto there 
was no distinction no preference of one abo^e another ex 
cept whit proceeds fiom taith and obedience on one hind 
and unbelief and tiansgieajon on the other Lut if men 
multiplied sin abouniled and the world ripened foi de'-trui 
tion At length Inhnite "Wisdom selected Ahnhim and bia 
posteiity from the lest of mankind ^nd tnteied into cose 
nant with them Accoiding to this covenant Jeho% ih 
giaciously pledt,ed himself to superintend the dffiii-s of 
Abiaham ami his seed to direct then course to protect 
them against adverse powet and to supply their temporal 
and spintual wants on condition that they and their sue 
ceeding generations should faithiully obey him as then right- 
ful sovereign and walk before him m a peifect way 

By thiB means Infinite Wisdom preserved the knowledge 
and worship of the tiue God m Abriham s iamili which 
■was eventually loot araong the rest of men — ultimaf«iy 
to usher the true Messiah into the woild surrounded with 
such mcoutestable e\idenee as bids defiance to opposition 
and criticism 

But this covemnt was with Abraham and his seed to the 
exclu ion of tlie lest ct Adams race — yes and the rest 
of Abiahams fathers chddien But this exclusion does 
not affect the ble^ ings contained in the promise mide to 
Adam these they contmue to enjoy as the'; did m com 
men witib Abraham pnoi to the covenant 

It only restncted the privileges peculiailj set foith m the 
covenant to the contra^tmg paities who in the first in 
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stance were Abraham and his seed. But the door was open 
to the GentQea. It only remained for the Gentiles to be- 
lieve and obey God as Abraham did prior to the establish- 
ment of Ibe covenant, and submit to its conditions, in order 
to be adopted into Abraham's family, and enjoy all the 
blessings of his natural and spiritual children. But this 
dispensation of grace was not understood according to the 
design of its divine author. Nor did the parties treat each 
other with due respect. Hence tlie difference. 

The Jews highly esteemed their distinguishing privileges. 
They considered themselves the children of God, the elect 
of God, the well-beloved and highly favored of the Lord, 
to the exclusion of all others; and as they rcse in their 
own estimation, they depreciated the rest of men: they 
were esteemed as rejected reprobates and hated of God, 
until there was no dealing between the Jews and the Sa- 
maritans — yea, it was considered unlawful for a Jew to go 
into the house of one of another nation. And so fearful 
were they of being misled, that when the prophets— even 
Clirist himself— taught different from their notions or tra- 
ditions, they demanded a sign or signs — miracles — to prove 
their mission to be of God. 

They expected the promised Messiah to come in. pomp 
and great glory, to exercise regal authority, and reinstatfi 
them in the power, authority, and honors they enjoyed 
under Eling David. But his appearance and conduct were 
entirely different. They demanded the signs of such a 
Messiah as they expected, and were disappointed; and 
therefore they rejected and crucified him. 

In opposition to the Jews, the Greelcs gloried in wisdom. 
The wisdom so highly prized by them, was the result of 
philosophic research. They possessed every advantage 
that human nature could have, independently of a divine 
revelation, and they had cultivated their minds to the ut- 
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most, and atill remained ignorant of the true God; for the 
world by wisdom — philosophy — cannot find out God. The 
Greeks could not, consist«ntiy with their philosophy, believe 
that proclaiming supreme hapjiiness through a man that 
was crucified in Judea as a malefactor, could ever comport 
with reason and common sense. They therefore rejected 
the plan of salvation as proposed in the gospel ; by them it 
was esteemed foolishness. 

In this state of things St. Paul appeared, and shone as a 
star of the first magnitude. Regardless of the conflicting 
Tiews of the Jews and the Greeks, he said, "I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to eve y th t b I'eveth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the G k And herefore he constantly 
preached Christ cru fi d i nly way to obtain par- 

don and peace, and g 1 1 h 

He affirmed that 11 h d d — contracted guilt — and 

were left without ab 1 ty t t to God, and extricate 
themselves from the p f 1 ffeet of a guilty conscience. 
For this important p p by tue of Christ crucified, 
fallen man is transf d f tl Adamic law, which nei- 
ther admitted pardon nor supplied ability, to the govern- 
ment of Christ, where all necessary blessings are supplied. 
Here pardon is granted to penitent sinners. Here grace is 
ofiered to repent, to believe, and moral ability given to obey 
the Redeemer's laws, and be happy in time and in eternity. 

He proves that by sin man had lost the knowledge of 
the true God, and missed the way of happiness ; that though 
by wisdom, or philosophy, he might become extensively ac- 
quainted with the things of this world, yet by wisdom the 
men of this world could not find out God, nor the way to 
enjoy him here or hereafter. To supply this deficiency, he 
preached Christ crucified, as the Creator of all things, who 
inhabits eternity, and graciously condescends to reveal 
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himself to man so far as is necessary for his present and 
eternal happiness, and to point out the way to obtain and 
enjoy those blessings. 

St Paul shows that fallen man is not only guilty and ig- 
norant, but that he is utterly unable to protect himself and 
manage his own affairs. But this deficiency is supplied by 
the crucified Redeemer, who graciously undertakes the man- 
agement of our affairs, and as a King is amply provided 
with wisdom to direct all our affairs, power to protect in all 
cases, and funds to supply all our waate. 

St. Paul constantly affirmed that the gospel, through 
Christ crucified, was tlie power of God to tiie salvation of 
the souls of both Jews and Greeks. Kis preaching was 
not in the wisdom of men, but in simplicity and power. 
Such was the energy that attended his eloquence, that he 
astonished and confounded the wise men on Mara' Hill, 
(Acts xvii. 22-34,) and, though a prisoner in chains, made 
his judge tremble on his seat (Acts sxiv. 25; xxvi. 28.) 
He almost persuaded Agrippa to be a Christian, and 
througli his instrumentality the gospel of the cross of 
Christ found its way into Cesar's household, his court, his 
army, and through the provinces of Rome; and, blessed be 
God! the work is still progressing, and will' continue to 
progress, while the doctrines of the cross are preached in 
their primitive spirit and power. 

Christ and his apostles did not apply the commands of 
God so as for one to supersede or lessen the influence of 
another; they were all enforced by the same authority. 
. " Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work ; bnt the sev- 
enth day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou 
shalt not do any work," were enjoined by the same author- 
ity; therefore St Paul said, "He that will not work shaO 
not eat"- — shall not live on the funds collected for the poor. 
Nor were those funds appropriated to tompt talented men 
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with large salaries to lecture on any one grace, and collect 
moneys for particular purposes. But tlie preachers were 
equally enjoined, in the discharge of their ministerial du- 
ties, to exhort all Christians, by giving diligence, " to add 
to their faitli virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, 
godliness, brotherly kindness, cliarity," assuring them, 
"if these things be in you and abound," that they should 
be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 

We have attempted to give a specimen of the apostle's 
method of preaching Christ crucified, which, to the called — 
the genuine Christian, whether Jew or Greek — was found to 
be the power of God and the wisdom of God. By believ- 
ing the gospel, they experienced pardon and the regener- 
ating grace of God — were delivered from the guilt of past 
sins, and from the practice and love of sin. They were 
filled with joy and peace, and enabled to pass unhurt 
through the difficulties over which the Jews stumbled and 
fell — to suffer all things, and to go on their way rejoicing. 

By viewing the system which the Greeks thought to be 
foolishness, in the light of revelation, it far surpassed the 
reach of human sagacity That system was not a subject 
of rational investigation, but of pure revelation, in which 
the wisdom of God is astonishingly displayed in forming 
a plan by which fallen man may bo saved, and God remain 
just when he justifies the ungodly In Abraham and his 
posterity the knowledge of the true God and his worship 
was preserved, which was lost eventually among the rest of 
mankind; and a way was prepared for the introduction of 
the true Messiah, surrounded with such incontestable evi- 
dence as bids defiance to opposition and criticism Having 
experienced the power and efiicacy of the gospel it only 
remains for him to csntmut steadfist m the tilth— uni 
formly to obey the commani and diligently eck and ex 
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ercise the graces — to abide under the protection of the Al- 
mighty, and perfect holiness in the fear of God. 

Thereforej let ua examine ourselves; and if we have de- 
parted in any degree from the doctrine taught by the apos- 
tles, or from their zeal, spirit, and manner of enforcing 
them, or from genuine siraplicity of manner or dress, let us 
return to the good old way with full purpose of heart, that 
the Lord may continue to bless and prosper us until the 
great work to which we are called is accomplished. 
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CHRISTMAS SERMON IN" NASHVILLE, DEC. 25, 
1833, BY BISHOP McKENDREE. 

The following diaeonrse was delivered by Bishop 
McKendree in Nashville, Dec. 25, 1833. It was not 
so inuch a regular sermon as a Christmas talk of an 
aged preacher to his old friends and their children- 
He was near hia end, and too feeble to bear the 
fatigue of mucli effort of body or mind. It is cer- 
tainly not a fair specimen of the pulpit efforts of 
his palmy days, but was taken down by a hearer, 
and published in the Western Methodist. "Who 
has not realized a sad disappointment in reading a 
discourse after having heard it from the lips of the 
speaker? How tame and commonplace it reads! 
"We do not hear the accents of his mellifluous voice ; 
we see not his graceful and impressive gestures; 
his eyes burning and bright with the inspiration of 
his theme ; and his face expressing the thoughts of 
his mind and the emotions of hia heart, are all 
wanting. The mysterious chord of sympathy, and 
the electric mental and emotional action and reac- 
tion which exist between the speaker and his audi- 
ence, are absent. The contrast is often observed even 
under circumstances most favorable, iDSomuch that 
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printed sermons are seldom read with inucTi inter- 
est, but generally fall still-born from the presa. 
Those only which develop great vital truths, and 
reveal the plan of salvation in clear, simple, and 
strikicg language, become permanently popular 
and useful among the masses. 

We have to supplement the Bishop's Christmas 
eifort with his venerable form, his 5ofty forehead — 
a few gray hairs resting upon it, the remainder fall- 
ing back, and scarcely concealing the surface of his 
head — his wan and intellectual face, varying in ex- 
pression with every new thought and feeling — now 
calm and quiet like a lake without wind or wave, 
then as if gently moved hy a passing zephyr — -anon 
thrown into a thousand ripples, reflecting the gleams 
of mental joy, and presently aroused to its highest 
efforts by sublime conceptions, which stir his soul 
to its inmost depths. 

His text was a fit theme for the man and the oc- 
casion. The veteran of near fifty years' devotion 
to the task of developing the story of the cross, 
now, at the close of his life and labors, comes to 
join the wise men of the East and the simple shep- 
herds of the vale, to behold and worship the wonder- 
ful Babe of Bethlehem, and unite with the angeiic 
host in adoration and praise; and while in imagin- 
ation we listen to the soft and silvery accents which 
proclaim^ "Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good-wiil toward men!" forgetting 
time and space, we seem to hear the heavenly 
choir, in the refrain of a human voice, respond- 
ing in the celestial anthem. 
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It was an occasion of great interest to his andi- 
enee. It oeeniTedin a large and elegant church 
recently dedicated and bearing his name, and was 
addressed to a multitude whose parents and graiid- 
yareuts he had long known and served, and whose 
children now heard him as expecting to hear and 
see him no more. 



"And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 
iield, keeping watch over their flock by night. And lo, the angel of 
the Lord oarae upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them ; and they were sore afraid. And the angal said unto 
them. Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidiugs of great joy, 
which Bhall be to all people. For unto yon k bom this day, in the 
city of DaTid, a Saviour, whioh ia Christ the Lord. And this shall 
ba a sign unto yon; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clcthee, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will toward men," 
Luke ii. 8-14. 

In this comimmicatioii we have the most sublime, im- 
purtant, and interesting information ever made to fallen 
man. As it has respect to the perfections of God and 
heavenly thicg^, it is sublime. And as it implies terms of 
peace, reconciliation with rebellious subjects, it is therefore 
ot the utmost importance; and seeing that it embraces 
every individual of every nation, it is, of aU subjects, the 
most interesting. 

But men have no senses by which they can obtain cor- 
rect ideas of God and heavenly things ; nor can the human 
mind obtain ideas of any objeeta of which it is perfectly 
ignorant ; therefore this is not a subject of rational investi- 
gation, but of pure revelation ; and we may confidently rely 
on such information as the Lord may please to give — for 
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our feith, inatruction, aad comfort. Evidence ia support 
of tlie eommunicatiou will appear by the persons througli 
whom it is made, and the manner of instructing them. 
"When a. messenger is sent by any nation to transact busi- 
nefB w itL another, he is supposed to possess natural and ac- 
quired abilities for the business assigned him. But among 
men, theie were none found qualified for this business; 
therefoie one was chosen from heaven to divulge the mys- 
terious 'iubJQct which prophete could not understand. 

Therefore a messenger was sent from heaven to announce 
the birth of the Saviour. When this all-important fact 
was established among men, they were competent witnesses 
of that which they had seen, and heard, and felt. The 
angel had to address some of the lower order of men, yet 
he made his appearance in the glory and power of his 
heavenly character. To the poor shepherds this was a ter- 
rific appearance, and they were sore afraid. By this means 
the mind was sufiieiently aroused to attend to their visitor ; 
but the excitement was too great for them to attend de- 
liberately to what they were to hear ; therefore the angel 
said unto them, "Fear not, for behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to al! people." Evil 
is the object of fear ; good tidings imply a desirable objeet 
Thus the angel prepared the shepherds to receive his mes- 
sage, and then said : "For unto you is bom this day, in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the ange! a multitude of the "heavenly host 
praising Giod, and saying. Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good-will toward men." As soon as 
the angel had delivered his message, a multitude of the 
heavenly host added their testimony to that of the angelic 
messenger, by giving glorj- to God in the highest for his 
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wisdom and goodness in saving fallen man, and added 
their acknowledgments to the praises of the Redeemer for 
■what God had done for them. 

Truth never shuns, but frequently invites, investigation. 
The shepherds heing instructed, hastened to Bethlehem for 
the purpose of examining into this matter. After tliey did 
so, and found the statements to be in perfect accordance 
with facts in every particular, they therefore, without delay, 
proclaimed the advent of the promised Messiah to the 
deeply- interested sons of fallen Adam. And the testi- 
mony of the shepherds is added to that of the heavenly 
host to support our faith and establish this glorious truth. 

When atonement was made for sin, and the Saviour had 
entered fuily into the government of his purchased posses- 
sion, he chose twelve men as heralds to proclaim his reign, 
and publish the laws by which his subjects were to be gov- 
erned. Th^e, as well as the shepherds, were selected from 
among the common laboring class of men; they were fish- 
ermen by occupation, but by a miraculous supply of the 
spirit of wisdom, they were raised to the office of apostles, 
the most dignified station that man ever filled. By them 
the doctrines of truth were published and confirmed by the 
power of God working miracles through their instrumental- 
ity, confirming thereby their statements. 

In selecting the unlearned from among shepherds and 
fishermcQ to fill high and responsible stations, the wisdom 
of God is manifested, and faith Jn the system of the Chris- 
tian religion greatly increased. Had the learned, the rich, 
and powerful of the earth been chosen, the people would 
have gone after them, and religion would have rested on 
the wisdom of man (as it does in many cases) instead of 
the power of God, and there would have been some shade 
of plausibUity to the charge of its being priestcraft. But 
this treasure was put into earth'in vessels — illiterate men — 
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the case is therefore different ; and to be followers of such 
men as God had chosen — men who direct ua to look to and 
trust for salvation in a man who was crucified as a malefac- 
tor — was deemed unreasonable, unpopular, and disgraceful ; 
and seeing that it exposed them to suffering and death, 
■e there was nothing to influence men under such cir- 
lecome followers of such teachers hut a clear 
conviction that they were taught of and supported by the 
Almighty God. 

Had the glad tidings been restricted to the shepherds, it 
would have been a matter of great joy to them ; but as the 
sensibility of a grateful heart is abundantly enlarged by a 
supply which he may enjoy in common with his needy fel- 
low-creatures, so when all people — every individual of every 
nation— were included, the grateful heart must overflow with 
unutterable joy. 

The subject-matter of the glad tidings of great joy is de- 
clared in these words — a Saviour wbicli is Christ the Lord 
— Christ the anointed — the Lord — the Jehovah of the 
Jews. But our attention is more particularly directed to 
the Saviour. We have already seen that the advent of our 
Saviour was good tidings of great joy to all people. Then 
all people were interested in the Saviour, otherwise it would 
not be glad tidings to all; but this all-important truth does 
not depend on inferential reasonings — it is sufficiently sup- 
ported by direct testimony. We are told in the Scripture 
that " God so loved the world that he gave his only begot^ 
ten Son, that whosoever helieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into 
the world to condera the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved." (John iii. 16, 17.) St. John says: 
"He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world." (1 John ii. 2.) 
"And thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his 
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people from their sins." (Matt, i, 21.) Again: "We trust 
in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, especially 
of them that believe." (1 Tim. iv. 10.) 

From these incontestable authorities it appears that all 
the sons of Adam are individually interested in and bene- 
fited by the divine atonement for sins: that Jesus ig the 
Saviour of all, and that he wills the present and eternal 
happiness of all, we cannot doubt ; but that man is an ac- 
countable agent — may accept or reject the gracious t«rms 
of peace and salvation — is equally true. Faith working by 
love is the condition on which God bestows the saving 
graces of the Holy Spirit ; but sinful man is so taken up 
with the things of this world, that his eternal interest is put 
off for a more convenient season. 

In this state of things St. Paul says : "We trust n the 
living God, who is the Saviour of all men, eipee illy of 
them that believe." The apostle divides the human fan ly 
into two classes — believers and unbelievers. Jes s & the 
Saviour of all men. He has sufBcient means, an 1 s Till g 
to save all from their sins, and make them happy ; but as 
the latter are accountable agents, he only saves as far as they 
wiil permit. Hear the language of Christ to an afflicted 
woman: "But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw 
her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort ; thy faith hath 
made thee whole." (Matt. ix. 22.) Again says Christ: 
"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." (John xv. 
7.) And again: "Ye will not come unto me that yc might 
have life;" and yet he is their Saviour. In the first in- 
stance, fallen man was rescued from the penalty of the law 
and restored to a state of accountahility for voluntary ac- 
tions, and grace is afforded to repent and turn to God ; and 
frequent remonstrances of the Holy Spirit are given to cor- 
rect and urge fallen man to his duty. In the second place, 
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sinners are saved by Jesus Christ from the punishment due 
to their daily transgressions of the law of God, They are 
warned of their danger; they are graciously restrained by 
tlie Holy Ghost from committing sins, into which they 
would otherwise plunge ; they are exhorted to put away the 
evil of their doings, and embrace the proffered terms of 
pardon and reconciliation ; they are assured that, on condi- 
tion of faitli, Jesus is not only ready and willing to forgive 
what is past, hut to save them from tlie nature and con- 
sequences of sin. But they reject proffered mercy, and by 
voluntarily persisting in their rebellions against God their 
Saviour, they compel him either to abdicate his kingdom or 
enforce his laws — the latter follows of necessity ; therefore 
their ruin is altogether of themselves, contrary to the de- 
sign of the gospel and the will of their rightfiil Ivord and 
Saviour ; for he does not save men in their sins, but from their 
Therefore none are saved but those who for ake the r 
and believe in him. He that cometh to Go 1 mu t be 
leve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of then that d 1 
igently seek him. This is the state of sincere seekers of 
religion. The Lord acknowledges such as disc pie es 

them from the practice of sin, and enables them to appre- 
hend the design of the gospel, and ardently desire to know 
Christ as their Saviour. This desire moves men to seek the 
knowledge of Christ in the use of the means ; they are con- 
scious of their unhappy situation, and are making feeble 
efforts to come to the Lord, weary and heavy laden, 
hoping for and looking to Christ for the much-needed and 
graciously-promised blessing; their prayer is heard, their 
sins are pardoned, and by the operations of the Holy Ghost 
the soul is regenerated and born again. The Spirit not only 
performs the work, but gives the subject knowledge of what 
is done, and the knowledge of sins forgiven, frees the con- 
science of what is past, and fixes it as a sentinel to examine 
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and decide on the propriety or impropriety of what we think 
of doing. 

By these means we are guarded from doing wrong, and 
excited to do that which is right; but conscience acts in 
conformity with the judgment ; therefore, in order to pre- 
serve a proper conscience, the judgment must he correctly 
informed ; then in communicating and receiving inatrua- 
tion, great attention should be paid to the revealed will of 
God. Conformably to the designs of the gospel, Jesus 
graciously saves the penitent sinner from the practice of 
sin ; but the believer — the regenerate soul — is saved not only 
firom the practice, but also from the guilt and love of sin. 
In the language of St Paul, "He is a new creature; old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new." (2 Cor. v. 17.) His spiritual senses are wahed 
up; he now views things in the light of revelation. Sin 
and folly, which he formerly loved, now are objects of aver- 
sion and hateful unto him. But his aversion to God 
and revelation is now changed into lov^ and admiration. 
Though regenerated and born again, he is not free from the 
remains of the carnal mind, for when he is tempted by the 
world, the lusts of the flesh, or the pride of life, he per- 
ceives something within which would join with the tempta- 
tion and involve him in sin; but that indwelling grace by 
which he perceives the snare, prompts him to resist the 
temptation, and pray for deliverance ; and he is thereby 
preserved from contracting guilt, and overcomes the temp- 
tation ; but he is !ei^ to mourn on account of the remaining 
propensity to evil and sin. 

" 'T ia worKB thaa death my God to love, 
And not my God alone." 

He rgoices in the victory obtained over the temptation, 
but the apprehension of iailing some day or other, as by 
VOL. n.— 21 
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